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United States History  

Section II 
Total Time – 1 hour, 30 minutes  

 
Question 1 (Document-Based Question) 

 
Suggested reading period: 15 minutes  

 
Suggested writing period: 40 minutes  

 
These questions are based on the accompanying documents. The documents may have been edited 
for the purpose of this exercise.  

 

 
In your response you should do the following:  

 

• Thesis: Present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and responds to all parts of 

the question. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one place, either in 

the introduction or in the conclusion. 

• Argument Development: Develop and support a cohesive argument that recognizes and 
accounts for historical complexity by explicitly illustrating relationships among historical 

evidence such as contradiction, corroboration, and/or qualification. 

• Use of Documents: Utilize the content of at least six documents to support the stated thesis 
or a relevant argument. 

• Sourcing the Documents: Explain the significance of the author’s point of view, author’s 

purpose, historical context, and/or audience for at least four documents. 

• Contextualization: Situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events, 

developments, or processes immediately relevant to the question. 

• Outside Evidence: Provide an example or additional piece of specific evidence beyond those 
found in the documents to support or qualify the argument. 

• Synthesis: Extend the argument by explaining the connections between the argument and 
one of the following 

o A development in a different historical period, situation, era, or geographical area.  
o A course theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay (such as 

political, economic, social, cultural, or intellectual history). 
 
 

1. How did the Women’s Suffrage movement align with other elements of the Progressive 
movement and world events of the early 20th Century?   
 

2. Did ratification of the 19th Amendment go far enough to guarantee all American women the 

right to vote?  Why or why not? 
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Background Information 

 
The summary below is for background information. Analysis of it is not required and 
will not count toward the required documents. 
 

 

The 19th Amendment was the first step in guaranteeing all American women the right to vote. 
Achieving this milestone required a lengthy and difficult struggle; victory took decades of agitation 
and protest. Beginning in the mid-19th century, several generations of woman suffrage supporters 

lectured, wrote, marched, lobbied, and practiced civil disobedience to achieve what many Americans 
considered a radical change of the Constitution. Few early supporters lived to see final victory in 1920. 

Beginning in the 1800s, women organized, petitioned, and picketed to win the right to vote, but it took 

them decades to accomplish their purpose. Between 1878, when the amendment was first introduced 
in Congress, and August 18, 1920, when it was ratified, champions of voting rights for women worked 
tirelessly, but strategies for achieving their goal varied. Some pursued a strategy of passing suffrage 

acts in each state—nine western states adopted woman suffrage legislation by 1912. Others 
challenged male-only voting laws in the courts. Militant suffragists used tactics such as parades, silent 

vigils, and hunger strikes. Often supporters met fierce resistance. Opponents heckled, jailed, and 
sometimes physically abused them. 

By 1916, almost all of the major suffrage organizations were united behind the goal of a constitutional 
amendment. When New York adopted woman suffrage in 1917 and President Wilson changed his 
position to support an amendment in 1918, the political balance began to shift. 

On May 21, 1919, the House of Representatives passed the amendment, and 2 weeks later, the Senate 
followed. When Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the amendment on August 18, 1920, the 

amendment passed its final hurdle of obtaining the agreement of three-fourths of the states. 

Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby certified the ratification on August 26, 1920, changing the face of 
the American electorate forever. 

Despite the success of the suffrage movement, obstacles remained for black women.  In much of the 

country, hurdles like poll taxes and literacy tests kept many black women voters disenfranchised until 
the passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, which outlawed discriminatory voting practices carried out 
by individual states. 
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Document 1 

Source description: Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution extending the 
right of suffrage to women passed by the U.S. Senate, 19 May 1919. 
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Document 2 

Source description: Letter regarding proposed 19th Amendment from Ellen F. Vanderbilt 
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Document 3 

Source description: Resolution of Seattle Women’s Union Card and Label League, 3 December, 1917 
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Document 4 
 

Source description: Petition from women of Macon, Georgia protesting the Women’s Suffrage 
Amendment 
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Document 5 

Source description: Resolution of R.I. Union Colored Women’s Clubs Supporting the Federal 

Woman Suffrage Amendment 
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Document 6 

Source description: Telegram from Augustus C. Johnson in Favor of the Abolition of the Poll Tax, 16 
May 1962 
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Document 7 

Source description: Excerpt from Crusade for Citizenship brochure, c. 1961 

 

 

 


