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To find the secret to an 
extraordinary life, we will 
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Å Early Life

Å Adult Life

Å Political Life

Å Post-Presidency

Right: President Jimmy Carter and First Lady 
Rosalynn Carter wave to supporters and others 
attending an Inaugural Ball, 1/20/1977 (National 
Archives Identifier: 173391)

https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/173391


Early Life

Lillian Carter

Å Gave birth to Jimmy while 
volunteering as a Nurse at 
a hospital (1st President 
born in a hospital, 1924)

Å She ignored rules of racial 
segregation

Å Joined the Peace Corps in 
India at age 68

Å (AEEQҩK  '%%#12 >9F

Right: Lillian Carter on the family farm 
with daughter Ruth, and son Jimmy, 
Archery, Georgia (Carter Library)  
Far Right: Lillian Carter celebrates her son 
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Election (Carter Library)



Early Life

Extraordinary Home

Å Home construction kit 
ordered from Sears

Å No running water or 
electricity until Jimmy 
was a teenager

What parts of your daily 
life depend on the 

availability of electricity 
and running water?

Left: (AEEQ !9JL=JҩK  GQ@GG< &GE= AF J;@=JҞ
Georgia (National Park Service)



Early Life

Extraordinary 
Work at Home 

and School
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hour before 
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farm chores

һ Consistently 
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in most school 
subjects

Right: Jimmy Carter on the family 
farm as a boy (Carter Library)

Far Right: (AEEQ !9JL=JҩK $AJKL
Grade Report Card (Carter Library)



Extraordinary Military Service

Å Studies reactor technology and 
nuclear physics in submarine school 
after graduating from U.S. Naval 
Academy

Å Assisted in the design and 
development of nuclear propulsion 
plants for naval vessels, commanded 
Seawolf submarine

Å Led first nuclear meltdown response 
team in history at Chalk River 
Laboratories in Ontario, Canada, 1952

Right: Lieutenant (9E=K #9JD Ҫ(AEEQҫ !9JL=J AF E9AF ;GFLJGD JGGE
of USS K-1 (Naval History and Heritage Command)

Adult Life

https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/photography/numerical-list-of-images/nhhc-series/nh-series/NH-85000/NH-85526.html


Extraordinary Change

Å Overturns fraudulent 
election defeat for 
Georgia State Senator

Å Wins Georgia 
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second attempt
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that the time for racial 
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Right: Campaign poster for one of 
Jimmy Carter's successful runs for 
the Georgia State Senate. (Carter 
Library)
Far Right: Jimmy Carter shaking 
hands with voters while running for 
Georgia governor(Carter Library)

Adult Life


