
HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW
Grades 2 - 5

https://www.archives.gov/


Bills and Laws

ÅWhat are they and why do we have them?

ÅHow can we solve our problems?

Branches of Government

ÅWhat are they and what role does                                
each of them play in creating our                                   
laws?

Making Sense of Civics

ÅHow do you see it?

ÅBill to Law Exercise

ÅWhat would you do differently?

Program Overview 

Left: Tax Bill Political Cartoon (National Archives Identifier: 6011694)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6011694


Bills and Laws

What are laws and why do we 
have them? 

How would you describe this 
photograph to someone who                       
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What could result from this?

Do you think this is okay?

If not, what can you do                            
about it?

Right: Children Working in a Textile Mill in Georgia
1/19/1909 (National Archives Identifier: 523148)

Learn more about Kids at Work: Congress and 
Child Labor from the National Archives

https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/523148
https://www.archives.gov/legislative/resources/education/kids-at-work


Bills and Laws

Communicating Our Ideas to 
Shape Our Nation

What can we learn from the Bill of 
Rights about communicating our 

ideas with our government?

Why do you think the Bill of Rights 
was so important in the founding of 

our nation?

Right: Freedom of Speech, painting  by Norman Rockwell, 
1941-1945 (National Archives Identifier: 515599)

Read more from the National Archives: 
The Bill of Rights: How Did it Happen?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/bill-of-rights-and-beyond
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights-transcript#toc-the-u-s-bill-of-rights
https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/515599
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/bill-of-rights/how-did-it-happen


Branches of Government: Legislative

The Legislative Branch

Å Consists of the House of 
Representatives, and the Senate; 
together referred to as Congress

Å Housed in the U.S. Capitol 
Building, Washington, D.C.

Å Draft, debate and vote on Bills to 
be sent to the Executive Branch 
for approval

Right: United States Capitol Building, 1939National 
Archives Identifier:6219856)

Engage your students in the Constitutional debates 
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Congress: Debating the Bill of Rights

https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/the-legislative-branch/
https://www.archives.gov/
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/6219856

