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Collection Summary
Creator: Office of the Special Assistant to the President

Title: Records of Joseph Aragon, Assistant to the President

Dates: 1977-1981
Quantity: 9 linear feet, 22 containers

Identification:
Accession Number: 80-1
National Archives Identifier: 1108

Scope and Content:
These files consist of correspondence, memoranda, notes, briefing papers, legal
documents, resumes, invitations, news clippings, and printed material. The material
relates to Joseph Aragon’s position as Special Assistant to the President regarding the
Hispanic community, the Community Services Administration (CSA), the Panama Canal
Treaties, and the anti-inflation program.

Creator Information: Office of the Special Assistant to the President
Joseph Aragon was appointed Special Assistant to the President in January 1977. The
position was first created by the transition team after the election and later modified by
the President. The office was responsible for responding to the President’s direct and
indirect requests for action on items of immediate concern to him. Aragon and other
personnel studied special matters and problems at the request of the President and also
acted as the White House Ombudsman regarding Hispanic affairs.

The office also provided political opinions, personnel suggestions, legal opinions, agency
status reports, and recommendations to the President. Aragon was involved with
government reorganization, civil service reform, evaluation of the CSA, public relations
for the Panama Canal treaties, and the President's anti-inflation program. Aragon resigned
from this position in January 1979.

Biographical information on key office personnel is located at the end of the finding aid.
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Restrictions:
Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with
applicable executive order(s), which governs National Security policies, applicable
statutes/agency restrictions, and material which has been closed in accordance with the
donor’s deed of gift.

Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been
donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to
copyright restrictions (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.). Researchers should contact the
publisher for further information.

Related Material:
Related materials in this repository: Robert Strauss Staff Files (for anti-inflation); White
House Central Files Subject File - Federal Government Organizations 107 (Community
Services Administration); Landon Butler, Chief of Staff Files; Exit interview Vivian
Lichtman, Joyce Starr

Index Terms:
Limited to major topics under each category
Persons: Joyce Starr; Phyllis Schafly

Organizations: Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC); Federal
Communications Commission (FCC); National Council on the Arts; Community Services
Administration (CSA); Committee of Americans for the Canal Treaties (COACT)

Subjects: Inflation, zero-base budgeting, immigration, Hispanics, Panama Canal treaties,
illegal aliens

Types of Material: Correspondence, memoranda, notes, briefing papers, legal documents,
resumes, invitations, news clippings, printed material

Administrative Information:
Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or Title of
Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], [Container number],
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library.

Acquisition information: These historical materials were received under provisions of the
instrument of gift that Jimmy Carter signed January 31, 1981.

Processing information: The collection was opened in December 1994.

System of Arrangement:
Arrangement Note: General information on issues handled by the office is concentrated
in the subject files series. The Community Services Administration, Panama Canal, and
the inflation files series are more specific and derived from Aragon’s varied duties. Since
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Aragon’s different roles overlapped chronologically, the researcher is advised to consult
the subject files series for correspondence under the relevant dates.

The records of Joseph Aragon, Assistant to the President are divided into four series:

Series Title National Archives Identifier
Joseph Aragon’s Subject Files 154839
Joseph Aragon’s Community Services Administration Files 154964
Joseph Aragon’s Panama Canal Files 154965
Joseph Aragon’s Inflation Files 155012

Detailed Description of the Collection

Joseph Aragon’s Subject Files

Scope and Content: Containers 1-12. This series was opened in December 1994. This series
consists of correspondence, memoranda, personnel material, and reports. This material relates to
Aragon’s role as Assistant to the President and ombudsman to the Hispanic community, and the
White House. Other topics include Aragon’s work on government reorganization, immigration,
equal employment, and civil service reform. Arranged alphabetically by folder title.

Joseph Aragon’s Community Services Administration (CSA)Files

Scope and Content: Containers 13-16. This series was opened in December 1994. This series
consists of correspondence, memoranda, reports, notes, publications, and clippings related to
his evaluation of the CSA. Arranged alphabetically by folder title.

Joseph Aragon’s Panama Canal Files

Scope and Content: Containers 17-20. This series was opened in December 1994. This series
consists of correspondence, memoranda, reports, notes, and clippings. The material relates to
endorsements and public opinions concerning the Panama Canal Treaty. Arranged
alphabetically by folder title.

Joseph Aragon’s Inflation Files

Scope and Content: Containers 21-22. This series was opened in December 1994. This series
consists of memoranda, briefing material, notes, and reports. Topics include inflation and tax
reform. Arranged alphabetically by folder title.

Return to Series List
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Container List

Joseph Aragon’s Subiject Files

Container 1

American G.l. Forum [n.d.] [O/A 6250]

Aragon, Joseph’s Job Assessment - Executive Office of the President (EOP) 1977 [O/A 3098]
Arizona [Democratic Party] 4/78 [O/A 6249]

Association of Hispanic Arts, Inc., 1/77 [O/A 6247]

Bilingual Education, 1/77-5/78 [O/A 6249]

Campaign [1976] Staff, 3/77 [O/A 3097]

Container 2

Chavez, Fabian - Tourism, Travel Industry and Senator Inouye, 12/77-4/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Incoming - A-B, 1/77-5/77 [O/A 6250]

Correspondence - Incoming - A-B, 3/77-12/77 [O/A 3097]

Correspondence - Incoming - A-C, 2/78-11/78 [O/A 6249]

Correspondence - Incoming - C, 3/77-12/77 [O/A 3097]

Correspondence - Incoming - C, 1/77-5/77 [O/A 6250]

Correspondence - Incoming - D-G, 1/77-12/77 [O/A 3097]

Correspondence - Incoming - D-E, 1/77-5/77 [O/A 6250]

Correspondence - Incoming - F-G, 1/77-5/78 [O/A 6250]

Container 3

Correspondence - Incoming - F-G, 11/77-6/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Incoming H-J, 1/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Incoming - H-J, [n.d.] [O/A 6249] [Empty]
Correspondence - Incoming - J-L, 1/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Incoming - K-M, 2/78-7/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Incoming - M-O, 1/77-5/77 [O/A 6250]
Correspondence - Incoming - M-0O, 4/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Incoming - N-P, 12/77 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Incoming - P-S, 1/77-5/77 [O/A 6250]
Correspondence - Incoming - P-S, 4/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]

Container 4

Correspondence - Incoming - Q-S, 2/78-3/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Incoming - T-V, 1/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Incoming - T-W, 1/78-8/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Incoming - T-Z, 1977 [O/A 6250]
Correspondence - Incoming - W-Z, 1/77-9/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Incoming - X-Z, [n.d.] [O/A 6249] [Empty]
Correspondence - Outgoing - A-C, 1/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Outgoing - A-C, 1/78-12/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Outgoing - D-G, 1/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
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Correspondence - Outgoing - D-G, 1/78-10/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Outgoing - H-K, 1/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Outgoing - H-J, 2/78-7/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Outgoing - L-O, 1/77-10/77 [O/A 3097]

Container 5

Correspondence - Outgoing - K-M 12/77-11/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Outgoing - N-P, 1/78-7/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Outgoing - P-R, 2/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Outgoing - Q-S, 1/78-12/78 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Outgoing - S-V, 2/77-11/77 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Outgoing - T-W, 2/78-1/79 [O/A 6249]
Correspondence - Outgoing - W-Z, 1/77-10/79 [O/A 3097]
Correspondence - Outgoing - X-Z, 10/78 [O/A 6249]

Cuban Refugee Program [Support Letters] 6/77-8/77 [O/A 3098]
Democratic National Committee, 4/77-7/77 [O/A 3097]
Department of Education, 4/78-5/78 [O/A 6249]

Department of Energy, 4/78 [O/A 6249]

Energy - California, 1/77-3/77 [O/A 6801]

Energy Memoranda, 1/77-2/77 [O/A 3099]

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 10/77-12/77 [O/A 6249]
Federal Communications Commission, 1/78-5/78 [O/A 6249]

Container 6

Hispanic - Appointees, 8/77-9/78 [O/A 6250]

Hispanic - Appointees Briefing, 3/78 [O/A 6249]
Hispanic - Arts, 11/77-11/78 [O/A 6250]

Hispanic - Caucus [of Congress] 2/78-9/78 [O/A 6250]
Hispanic - Concerns - Various, 4/76-4/77 [O/A 6250]
Hispanic - Heritage Week, 9/77 [O/A 3099]

Hispanic - Issues, 2/78-9/78 [O/A 6250]

Hispanic - News Editors and Media, 10/77-8/78 [O/A 6249]
Hispanic - Statistics, 2/77-10/78 [O/A 6249]

Hispanics - Correspondence, 3/77-12/77 [O/A 6250]
Hispanics - Correspondence, 1/78-6/78 [O/A 6250]

Container 7

Hispanics - Various Lists [n.d.] [O/A 6250]

Immigration [Legal Cases and Meetings] 10/77-6/78 [O/A 6249]

Immigration [Legal Cases and Meetings] 7/78-9/78 [O/A 6249]

Inter-American Symposium on Finance and Credit in Foreign Trade, 12/78 [O/A 6250]
Invitations, 1/77-6/77 [O/A 6250]

Invitations, 3/77-12/78 [O/A 6250]

Invitations, 5/77 12/77 [O/A 6250]

La Raza - National Council of, 3/78-9/78 [O/A 6250]

Labor and Jobs, 3/77-4/77 [O/A 6250]
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Container 8

[Leadership in United States Articles] 7/74-4/77 [O/A 6250]

League of United Latin American Citizens, 9/77-10/77 [O/A 3099]

League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) National Educational Service Centers,
Inc. 7/77-10/77 [O/A 3098]

Legal Positions on Immigration and Discrimination, 10/77-6/78 [O/A 6250]
Media Industry - Hispanics [n.d.] [O/A 6250]

Memoranda - General and Office] 2/77-4/77 [O/A 3099]

Memoranda - Interoffice Incoming, 1/77-10/77 [O/A 3098]
[Mexican-American Legal Cases] 9/77-11/77 [O/A 6247]

Miami Trade Fair, 5/77 [O/A 6247]

Minorities in Engineering, 9/78 [O/A 5245]

National Council of the Arts, 52nd Meeting, 11/77 [O/A 3099] [1]

Container 9

National Council on the Arts, 52nd Meeting, 11/77 [O/A 3099] [2]
[National Hispanic Heritage Week] 9/78 [O/A 6428]

National Science Board, 11/77-2/78 [O/A 6250]

News Clippings, 1/77-10/77 [O/A 3098]

[News Clippings and Newsletters] 3/76-5/78 [O/A 6250]

[Occupational Safety on the Job - Hispanic Rights] 5/78 [O/A 6950]
Ombudsman - Joe Aragon and Clark Mollenhoff, 11/76-2/77 [O/A 3098]
Ombudsman Material, 1/77-8/77 [O/A 3098]

[Ombudsman Proposals] [n.d.] [O/A 6247]

Container 10

Peace Corps, 2/77 [O/A 3098]

Police Brutality [Hispanic Cases] 5/78-8/78 [O/A 6249]

[Political] Literature, 8/77 [O/A 3098]

President's Meeting With Hispanic Leaders, 2/77-3/77 [O/A 6250]

[Puerto Rican Independence] 4/77 [O/A 6250]

Reorganization - Executive Office of the President (EOP) 3/77-8/77 [O/A 3098]
Resumes - A-K, 1977 [O/A 3098]

Resumes - L-Z, 1977 [O/A 3098]

Resumes - A-F [n.d.] [O/A 6249]

Container 11

Resumes - H-M [n.d.] [O/A 6249]

Resumes - N-Z [n.d.] [O/A 6249]

Resumes - A-S [n.d.] [O/A 6250]

Resumes - T-Z [n.d.] [O/A 6250]

Resumes - A-E [n.d.] [O/A 6250]

Resumes - F-Z [n.d.] [O/A 6250]

[Resumes and Recommendations] [n.d.] [O/A 3099]
[Resumes and Recommendations] [n.d.] [O/A 6801]
[Resumes and Recommendations] [n.d.] [O/A 6801]
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Container 12

Sanjuan, Pedro, 1/77- 8/78 [O/A 6250]

Starr, Joyce, 1/76-9/78 [O/A 6249]

Terrorism, 12/76 [O/A 6950]

Texas Farm Workers, 9/77 [O/A 6249]

[Trade Fair of the Americas] 7/79 [O/A 6250]
Undocumented Workers [Correspondence] 2/76-10/77 [O/A 6247]
Undocumented Workers [Reports] 1/76-4/77 [O/A 6248]
Undocumented Workers [Reports] 5/77-10/77 [O/A 6247]
[White House Staffing Level Guidelines] [n.d.] [O/A 6250]
Young Hispanic Leadership Seminar, 1/78 [O/A 6249]

Return to Series List

Joseph Aragon’s Community Services Administration Files

Container 13

Budget, 1978 [O/A 6801]

[Center for Governmental Responsibility - The People Program] 3/77 [O/A 6247]
Community Development Corporation Discussion, 4/73-8/74 [O/A 6247]
Community Services Administration - Back-Up Material, 12/74-2/77 [O/A 3099]
Community Services Administration - [Budget 1978] [O/A 6247]

Community Services Administration - [Budget 1978] [O/A 6801]

Community Services Administration - Correspondence, 10/76-10/77 [O/A 3099]
Community Services Administration - Effectiveness Report, 7/75 [O/A 6247]
Community Services Administration - Energy Memos, 1/77-2/77 [O/A 3099]
Community Services Administration - Manual, 10/77 [O/A 6801]

Container 14

Community Services Administration - Memoranda, 1/77-5/77 [O/A 3098]

Community Services Administration - Memoranda, 6/77-11/77 [O/A 3098]

Community Services Administration - Memoranda and Correspondence, 5/77-11/77 [O/A 3098]
Community Services Administration - Report for the President, 2/22/77 [O/A 3098]

Community Services Administration - [Zavala County, Texas and Executive Privilege] 1/77-3/78
[O/A 3099]

Correspondence, 1/77-7/77 [O/A 3099]

Correspondence, 2/77-12/77 [O/A 6801]

Correspondence, 1/78-11/78 [O/A 6801]

Container 15

Economic Opportunity Act 1974 [O/A 3098]

Lists [Various Organizations] 10/76-1/78 [O/A 6250]

News Clippings, 9/77-9/78 [O/A 6801]

[Poverty and "Great Equalizer” Reports] 1/77 [O/A 6250]

[Puerto Rico - Development Report] [n.d.] [O/A 6247]
[Recommendations on Policy and Personnel] 12/76-2/77 [O/A 6250]
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[Reorganization and Community Services Administration] 1977 [O/A 3099]
[Small Business Administration] Statistics, 2/77-7/77 [O/A 3098]

United Farm Workers [n.d.] [O/A 3098]

[Urban Institute Position Book] 3/76 [O/A 6247]

Container 16

Vargas, Philip G., 3/77-3/78 [O/A 6249]

Voter Registration, 3/77-6/77 [O/A 3098]

Welfare Reform Proposal, 8/77 [O/A 3098]

[Zavala County, Texas, Grant Proposal Criticism] 1976 [O/A 6801]
[Zavala County, Texas - Termination Case] 6/75-10/76 [O/A 6801]
[Zavala County, Texas - Termination Case] 10/76-1/77 [O/A 6801]
[Zavala County, Texas - Termination Case] 1/77-2/77 [O/A 6801]

Return to Series List

Joseph Aragon’s Panama Canal Files

Container 17

Academics [for Canal Treaties] 11/77-1/78 [O/A 5153]

Canal Briefings - Hispanic Organizations, 9/77-4/78 [O/A 5153]
Canal - Business and Veterans Groups, 6/77-2/78 [O/A 6247]
Canal - Press, Media, and Public Affairs, 7/77-9/77 [O/A 5153]
Canal - Press, Media, and Public Affairs, 10/77-4/78 [O/A 5153]
Canal - Public Affairs and Religious Groups [n.d.] [O/A 5153]
Canal - Retired Ambassadors, 11/77-5/78

Canal - Speaking Engagements, 10/77 [O/A 5153]

Canal - Testimony, 1/78 [O/A 6249]

Container 18

Committee of Americans for the Canal Treaties (COACT) 3/77-8/77 [O/A 5153]
COACT, 9/77-12/77 [O/A 5153]

COACT, 10/77-1/78 [O/A 5153]

COACT, 12/77 [O/A 5153]

COACT, 1/78-2/78 [O/A 5153]

COACT, 3/78-4/78 [O/A 5153]

Council of the Americas, 6/76-2/78 [O/A 5153]

Container 19

Environmentalists and Canal, 7/75-12/77 [O/A 5153]

Foreign Policy Association -Town Hall Meetings, 11/77-1/78 [O/A 5153]
FRONTLASH [Pro-Canal Treaty Students] [O/A 5153] [n.d.]

[Lists of Possible Supporters] [n.d.] [O/A 5153]

"Panama - A Great Decision... "[Booklet] 1977 [O/A 6250]

Panama - Administration Travel, 12/77- 1/78 [O/A 6247]

Panama - Business [Companies doing Business in Latin America] [n.d.] [O/A 5153]
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Panama Canal - Back-Up Arguments and Materials [n.d.] [O/A 5153]
Panama Canal - Correspondence, 8/77-4/78 [O/A 5153]

Panama Canal - Media, 2/77-8/77 [O/A 5153]

Panama Canal - Media, 10/77-2/78 [O/A 5153]

Panama Canal - News Summaries Logged, 3/78 [O/A 5153]

Panama Canal - News Clippings, 10/77 [O/A 6247]

[Panama Canal - Paintings] [n.d.] [O/A 5153]

Container 20

[Panama Canal - Publications] [n.d.] [O/A 6153]

[Panama Canal] - Treaty Commentary, 5/77-8/77 [O/A 6249]
[Panama Canal] - Treaty Endorsements, 8/77-10/77 [O/A 6249]
[Panama Canal] - Treaty Endorsements, 11/77-12/77 [O/A 6249]
Panama Canal Treaty - Senate Ratification, 7/77-9/77 [O/A 6249]
Panama Canal Treaty - Signing Ceremony Week, 9/77 [O/A 5153]
Panama Thank-You Notes 3/78-6/78 [O/A 5153]

Panama Trip, 12/77 [O/A 5153]

Panamanian Letter, 12/77 [O/A 5153]

Pro-Treaty Literature, 7/77-4/78 [O/A 5153]

[Schafly, Phyllis - Panama Canal Debate] 1/78 [O/A 5153]

Senior Citizens and Canal Treaty, 9/77-12/77 [O/A 5153]

U.S. Chamber of Commerce - Panama Canal, 9/77-2/78 [O/A.5153]
U.S. Jaycees, 9/77-2/78 [O/A 5153]

Women's Briefings, 3/77-11/77 [O/A 5153]

Return to Series List

Joseph Aragon’s Inflation Files

Container 21

Anti-Inflation - Forum [Correspondence] 5/78-8/78 [O/A 6248]
Anti-Inflation - Forum [Hartford] 7/78-8/78 [O/A 6248]
[Anti-Inflation - Groups, Companies, and Individuals] [n.d.] [O/A 6245]
[Anti Inflation - Reports] 6/78 [O/A 6248]

[Anti-Inflation - Speech Drafts] [n.d.] [O/A 6249]

Anti-Inflation -Weekly Summary, 7/78-10/78 [O/A 6248]

Inflation [Correspondence] 6/77-10/78 [O/A 6248]

Inflation [Correspondence] 11/78 [O/A 6248]

Inflation [Esther Peterson Speech Drafts] [n.d.] [O/A 6248]
[Inflation Memoranda] 6/78-7/78 [O/A 6248]

[Inflation Telegrams from Hispanics] 10/78-11/78 [O/A 6248]
Speakers Bureau - Anti-Inflation, 6/78-10/78 [O/A 6248]

Speakers Bureau - Anti-Inflation, 11/78-12/78 [O/A 6248]
Speakers Bureau - Anti-Inflation [n.d.] [O/A 6248]

Speakers Bureau - Anti-Inflation Speeches, 7/78-10/78 [O/A 6248]
[Tax Reform Briefing] 4/78 [O/A 6250]
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["Unwinding the Present Inflation™] 3/77 [O/A 6250]
[Zero-Base Budgeting - Report] 1/77 [O/A 6250]

Return to Series List

Return collection summary

Last modified: 9/2013
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Biographical Information

Joseph W. Aragon
Joseph W. Aragon was born August 25, 1941 in Douglas, Arizona. He received a B.A. in
Political Science at UCLA in 1966. In 1971, he received a J.D. degree from the University of
Southern California and was admitted to the California Bar and joined the firm of Loeb and Loeb
in Los Angeles. He was Deputy Field Director for the McGovern-Shriver presidential campaign
from 1971-1972. In addition, he was Associate Director of the Council of Legal Education
formed by the American Bar Association in Washington, D.C.

In 1973, he served as an aide to Democratic National Committee Chairman, Robert Strauss. In
1974, he served as the Assistant Manager of the New York City Democratic Presidential
Nominating Convention and National Director of voter registration from 1974-1977. In 1976, he
was appointed Special Assistant to the President. He also served as acting Director of the
Community Services Administration until March 1977.

He served on the anti-inflation and pro-Panama Canal treaties task forces with Strauss from

1977-1978. In December 1978, he submitted his resignation. In January 1979, he concluded his
White House service and returned to California.
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