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Allan S. Cohen Papers: A Guide to His Papers at the Jimmy Carter Library  
 

Collection Summary 
  

Creator: Allan S.  Cohen 
 
Title: Allan S. Cohen Papers 
 
Dates: 1978-1981 
 
Quantity: 10 linear feet, 1 linear inches, 23 containers 
 
Identification: 

Accession Number: 01-04a 
National Archives Identifier: 593064 
  

Scope and Content: 
The collection consist of reports, committee lists, legislative bills and acts, 
memorandums, letters, news articles and editorials, publications, agendas, fact sheets, and 
other printed materials. The material relates to Allan Cohen’s role as the Chairman of the 
Ad Hoc Committee for the creation of a Department of Education under President Carter.  
The collection covers such topics as the Development of the H.R. Bill for an Education 
Cabinet Secretary, and the S. 201 Act for the Organization of the Department of 
Education.  The series also contains some information on the possible dismantling of the 
Department of Education during the Reagan transition. 

 
Creator Information: Allan S.  Cohen 

Allan S. Cohen was the Director of the Washington D.C. Office of the Illinois State 
Board of Education, 1977 to 1987. In this capacity he served as a liaison to the U.S. 
Congress, all Federal departments, and national associations. He was also Chairman of 
the Ad Hoc Committee for a Cabinet Department of Education (Department of Education 
Coalition). From 1982 to 1987 he served as Executive Director of the National Trust for 
Public Education, and he served as Consultant to the President of the Close-up 
Foundation, 1981 to 1985. 
 

Restrictions:  

http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/
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Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with applicable 
executive order(s), which governs National Security policies, applicable statutes/agency 
restrictions, and material which has been closed in accordance with the donor’s deed of gift. 

 
Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been 
donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to 
copyright restrictions (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.). Researchers should contact the 
publisher for further information. 
 

Related Material: 
Related materials in this repository: Shirley Mount Hufstedler, role as Secretary of 
Education during Carter Administration.  The material dates from the Department’s 
creation in 1979 until the end of the administration in 1981.  Major topics include 
desegregation of higher education institutions, youth issues, her nomination papers and 
budget issues for the new Department of Education. 
 
 

Index Terms: 
Limited to major topics under each category 
Persons: Allan S. Cohen 
 
Organizations: Ad Hoc Committee for a Cabinet Secretary of Education; Higher 
Education Coalition 
 
Subjects: Education 
 
Types of Material: Reports, committee lists, legislative bills and acts, memorandums, 
letters, news articles and editorials, publications, agendas, fact sheets, and other printed 
materials.  
 

Administrative Information: 
Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or Title of 
Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], [Box Number], 
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library. 
 
Acquisition information: These donated historical materials were received under 
provisions of the instrument of gift that Allan S. Cohen signed March 23, 2001. 
 
Processing information: This collection was opened in March 2017.  
 

System of Arrangement: 
 
The records of the Allan S. Cohen Papers contain one series: 
 
Series Title National Archives Identifier 
Allan S. Cohen’s Subject Files  593063 
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Detailed Description of the Collection 
 

Allan S. Cohen’s Subject Files  
Scope and Content: Containers 1-23.  This series was opened in March 2017.  This series 
contains reports, committee lists, legislative bills and acts, memorandums, letters, news articles 
and editorials, publications, agendas, fact sheets, and other printed materials.  This collection 
contains material related to Allan Cohen's work on the creation of the Department of Education 
with the Ad Hoc Committee for a Cabinet Secretary of Education and on the Secretary of 
Education's transition team. Arranged alphabetically by folder title. 
 
Return to series list 
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Container List 
 

 Allan S. Cohen’s Subject Files 
 

Container 1 
96th Congress 1st Session 
Ad Hoc - White House Summary, 1/24/79 
Ad Hoc Committee 
Ad Hoc Committee - Jack Brook’s - Letter 
Ad Hoc Committee - Meeting, 9/20/78 
Ad Hoc Letters 
Ad Hoc List 
Ad Hoc Mail Outs 
Ad Hoc Meeting, 2/1/79 
Ad Hoc News, 1/24/79 
Ad Hoc Testimony, 3/27/79 
Administration Bill - Draft 
Advertisement 
 
Container 2 
Advisory Boards 
Amendments 
American Association of College for Teachers Education, 7/6/79 
American Association of University Professors (AAUP) Letters, 6/4/79 
Answers to Republican Policy Committee 
Appointments 
Article - Baltimore Sun, 2/21/79 
Article - What’s In It for You? 
Articles 
Background Information 
Barron, Pete [CONAC]  
Bell Proposal, 1/83 
Budget, 1983-1984 
Budget Transfers - Senate, 3/79 
Button 
Cabinet Department Graph Budget 
Cabinet Department of Education - Working Group Meeting, 12/6/78 
Cabinet List - Size 
Charts 
Child Nutrition Debate 
Citizens Committee 
 
Container 3 
Citizens Committee for a Cabinet Department of Education 
Civil Rights and Head Start 
Coalition for Floor Assignments 
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Conference - H.R. 2444, S 210 
Congress  
Congress Telegram 
Congressional Contact Forms 
Congressional Letters - Against 
Congressional Letters in Support 
Congressional Quarterly - Articles 
Congressional Record - The 96th Congress First Session [1] 
Congressional Record - The 96th Congress First Session [2] 
Congressional Record [1] 
 
Container 4 
Congressional Record [2] 
Correspondence - Cohen, Allan  
Democrat Study Group (DSG) Fact Sheet, 6/4/79 
Department Cost Fact Sheet 
Department of Defense (DOD) School Fact Sheet 
Department of Education - 1980 Annual Report 
Department of Education - Background Information 
Department of Education - Background Publications and Printed Materials 
Department of Education - Bill H.R. 2444 
 
Container 5 
Department of Education - Bills [1] 
Department of Education - Bills [2] 
Department of Education - Bills [3] 
Department of Education - Dismantle 
Department of Education - Duplicate Background Information 
Department of Education - Fact Sheets, 1/23/79 
 
Container 6 
Department of Education - Hearings Transcripts 
 
Container 7 
Department of Education - Packet 
Department of Education - Quality and Efficiency in Education Mail Out 
Department of Education - Third Year Anniversary, 5/4/83 
Department of Education - Working Group, Cabinet [1] 
Department of Education - Working Group, Cabinet [2] 
Department of Education - Working Group, Cabinet [3] 
Department of Education Coalition – Fund Account  
Department of Education Coalition [1] 
 
Container 8 
Department of Education Coalition [2] 
Department of Education Coalition [3] 
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Department of Education Conference Committee List 
Department of Education Fact Sheet 
Department of Education Legislation - Information 
Department of Education Organization Act (S. 210) - Hearing, 2/8/79 
Department of Education Organization Act (S. 210) 2/6/79 
Department of Education Organization Act (S. 210) 2/7/79 
Department of Education Organization Act (S. 210) of 1979 
 
Container 9 
Department of Education, S 991, H.R. 13343 - House of Representatives 
Department of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) - Charts 
Department Press Background, 2/79 
Draft of Statement for the Honorable Bell, Terrel H.  
Education - 1981 Plan Draft 
Education - 1981 Supporters 
Education - Administration 
Education - Bills 
Education - Coalition 
Education - Daily Summaries 
Education - Department of Defense (DOD) Transfer Plan 
 
Container 10 
Education - Dismantle 
Education - Editorials 
Education - Illinois 
Education - Legislation Committee 
Education - Mail Out, March-April 
Education - Miscellaneous Background Information [1] 
Education - Miscellaneous Background Information [2] 
Education - National Governors’ Association (NGA) 
 
Container 11 
Education - Opposition Miscellaneous Background Information 
Education - Personnel 
Education - Press 
Education - Public Affairs 
Education - Reagan Transition 
Education - Retunes 
Education - Bell, Terrel H.  
Education - Bell, Terrel H. 1981 Press 
 
Container12 
Education - Transition 
Education - Unions 
Education - Vote Counts and Committee 
Education Daily, 1/18/79 
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Education Funding News Summaries 
Education Mail - Anti - Campaign 
Education Times 
Education Week [1] 
Education Week [2] 
Education Week [3] 
 
Container 13 
Erlenborn and Rosenthal House Letters 
Erlenborn, John N. Change to put in container 13 
Fact Sheet on H.R. 2444 
Fascell Waiver 
Federal Role 
Film Strip Memorandum 
Final Passage 
Government Affairs - Bill Major Components Facts Sheet 
H.R. 2444 - Sponsors 
Hearing - House of Representatives, 4/5/79 
Hearing Notice 
Higher Education 
Higher Education Coalition 
House Government Operation Committee 
House Master Staff Files 
House Rules Committee 
House Worksheet - Tally 
Hufstedler, Shirley Mount - Remarks [1]          
Intergovernmental Advisory Council 
Interviews and Media Events 
Jack Brooks Dear Colleague 
Labels 
Legislative Task Force - Ad Hoc Committee 
Legislative Team - Revise List, 12/27/78 
 
Container 14 
Hufstedler, Shirley Mount - Remarks [1]           
Hufstedler, Shirley Mount - Remarks [2]           
Hufstedler, Shirley Mount - Secretary of Education [1]             
Hufstedler, Shirley Mount - Secretary of Education [2] 
Letter Head 
Letters in Support 
Letters to Cohen, Allan  
List - Oppose to Department of Education 
 
Container 15 
Lists 
Mailgram - Riles, Wilson  
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Mark Ups 
McIntyre, James T - Statement, House of Representative     
McIntyre Statement Government Operations, 3/26/79 
Meeting - Cabinet Department of Education 
Letters - Meeting on S. 210/H.R. 2444, 8/1-9/76 
Meeting - Strategy - Rescheduled, 2/28/78 
Meeting, 1/24/79 
Letter, 7/12/79 
Mailing, 9/19/79 
Meeting, 1/27/82 
Meeting, 2/1/79 
Meeting, 2/23/82 
Meeting, 11/10/81 
Miscellaneous - News Articles, Publications, Printed Materials [1] 
 
Container 16 
Miscellaneous - News Articles, Publications, Printed Materials [2] 
Miscellaneous Hill Documents 
Miscellaneous Materials 
Moakley Letter, 7/12/79 
Names - Vital Information 
National Education Advisory Council - Nominees 
New York Times, 6/6/79 - Article 
News Memorandum, 2/28/79 
Office of Education (OE) 
Opposition 
Organization Letters 
Organization Letters – Against 
 
Container 17 
Organization News Letters and Publications [1] 
Organization News Letters and Publications [2] 
Organizational Structure of New Department 
Organizations Letters in Support 
Outreach  
President State of Union, 1/25/79 
President Statement, 4/26/79 
Press - Editorials [1] 
 
Container 18 
Press - Editorials [2] 
Press - Editorials [3] 
Press [1] 
Press [2] 
Press Conference, 9/25/81 
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Container 19 
Proposal - Abolish the Department of Education 
Public Relation Committee 
Questions and Answers - What it’s All About, 5/79 
Rally, 5/4/82 
Reagan Transition 
Remarks - Mondale, Walter, 1/24/79 
Republican Policy 
Republican Policy Committee Democratic Study Group 
Results of the Department of Education Organization Act of Conference, 1979 
S 210 - H.R. 2444 Differences 
Senate - Backgrounder 
Senate Bill S. 210 Federal Register 
Senate - Government Affairs Committee  
Senator Nunn Letter to Brooks, May 1979 
Separate Education Department, S. 991 
 
Container 20 
Signing 
Slide and Tape 
Speeches 
Student Group 
Student Loan Program Fact Sheet 
Tape - A Cabinet Voice for Education 
Target List 
Telephone Numbers 
Testimony 
Testimony - Congressional Record 
Testimony - H.R. 2444, 3/26/79 
Testimony - Davis, Water G.  
The Appropriate Federal Role in Education 
The Intergovernmental Advisory Council on Education (IACE) 
The National Congress of Parents and Teachers (PTA) Letter 
 
Container 21 
Transition - 1980 [1] 
Transition - 1980 [2] 
Transition - 1980 [3] 
Transition - 1980 [4] 
Transition Meetings 
United States Department of Education 
United States Student Association (USSA)  
United States Student Association (USSA) Fact Sheet 
 
Container 22 
VITA - Resume 
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Votes 
Washington Post, 5/3/79 
Washington Reports 
White House 
Who Will Be Secretary 
 
Container 23 
Transferred Items 
 

Return to series list 
 
Return to collection summary 
 
Last modified: May 18, 2017 
 
 


