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Collection Summary 

  

Creator: Peter J. Petkas 

 

Title: Peter J. Petkas Papers 

 

Dates: 1979-1981 

 

Quantity: 9 linear feet, 2 linear inches, 21 containers 

 

Identification: 

Accession Number: 05-03 

National Archives Identifier: 1938021 

  

Scope and Content: 

This collection contains memorandums, correspondence, and reports relating to 

regulatory reform and government reorganization. The materials relates to Peter Petkas 

role as Director of Project Management for Government Reorganization, 1977-1978 and 

appointed as Director of U.S. Regulatory Council, 1979-1981 

 

Creator Information: Peter J. Petkas 

Peter J. Petkas was appointed director of the U.S. Regulatory Council, January 1979.  He 

served as director of project management and counsel for reorganization at the Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB), April 1977 until joining the Regulatory Council.  

While with OMB, he managed the development and adoption of reorganization plans for 

the Executive Office of the President, civil rights enforcement, emergency preparedness, 

and pension plan regulation.  He developed the President’s initiative on waste and fraud, 

and represented the President in drafting, negotiating, and implementing the Inspector 

General Act of 1978.  He co-authored Executive Order 12044 on improving government 

regulation.  He was responsible for all planning, budgeting, and management services for 

the Administration’s reorganization efforts. 

 

He worked for the Southern Regional Council (SRC) in Atlanta from November 1973 to 

April 1977.  He directed a series of studies on the quality and effectiveness of state and 

local governments and Federal regional activities in the South.  He served as executive 

director of the Council from May, 1976 until April 1977.  Mr. Petkas was legal counsel to 

various non-profit organizations from 1970 to 1973.  He specialized in regulatory policy, 

congressional relations, and information policy.  Mr. Petkas received his bachelor’s 
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degree from Yale University in 1967 and his law degree from the University of Texas in 

1970. 

 

Restrictions: 

Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with 

applicable executive order(s), which governs National Security policies, applicable 

statutes/agency restrictions, and material which has been closed in accordance with the 

donor’s deed of gift. 

 

Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been 

donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to 

copyright restrictions (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.). Researchers should contact the 

publisher for further information. 

 

Related Material: 

Related materials in this repository: Douglas M. Costle Papers 

 

Index Terms: 

Limited to major topics under each category 

Persons: Douglas Costle, Peter J. Petkas 

 

Organizations: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Office of Management and 

Budget (OMB), Miller Center 

 

Subjects: Regulatory Reform Bill S. 1080 and HR 746, 1981 

 

Places: Washington D.C., Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Types of Material: Memorandums, correspondence, notes, briefing papers, drafts, 

agendas, employment information, and other printed material. 

 

Administrative Information: 

Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or Title of 

Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], [Box Number], 

Jimmy Carter Presidential Library. 

 

Acquisition information: These donated historical materials were received under 

provisions of the instrument of gift that Peter J. Petkas signed February 26, 2005. 
 

System of Arrangement: 

 

The records of the Peter J. Petkas Papers contain one series: 

 

Series Title National Archives Identifier 

Peter J. Petkas’ Subject Files    2023659 

 



                                        

Peter J. Petkas Papers                                                                                                                                             3 
 

Detailed Description of the Collection 

 

Peter J. Petkas’ Subject Files 

Scope and Content: Containers 1-21. This series was opened in 2017. The series consists of 

memorandums, correspondence, notes, briefing papers, drafts, agendas, employment information 

and other printed material.  The materials relate to regulatory reform legislation, government 

reorganization, staffing, and the analyzation of the cumulative effect of regulation on different 

sectors for the economy.  Arranged alphabetically by subject.                                                                                    

 

Return to series list 
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Container List 

 

Peter J. Petkas’ Subject Files 

      

Container 1 

A. Bartiett Giamatti Baccalaureate, 6/80 (Regulations) 

ABC - Regulatory Reform Bill 

Accomplishments Memorandum to Agencies, 1/11/79 

Action to Help the United States Auto Industry, 4/6/81 

Albertine, Jack - American Business Conference, 1981  

Appendices 

Appointment Books  

Articles with Larry McCray and Katie Beardsley 

Automobiles (Chrysler) 

Automobiles [1] 

 

Container 2 

Automobiles [2] 

Beardley, Katie - Regulators’ Breakfast  

Biographies, 1981 - Peter J. Petkas 

Book - Draft Materials 

Book - Miller Center Presidency Project 

Book - Outline - Proposal (Preliminary Notes) - Young 

Brett Hammon’s Interview 

Business Roundtable - Peter James Petkas, 1981 

Cancer - Formaldehyde 

Cancer [1] 

Cancer [2] 

 

Container 3 

Chron File, 4/78 

Chron File, 5/78 

Chron File, 6/78 [1] 

Chron File, 6/78 [2]   

Chron File, 7/78  

Chron File, 10/79 [1] 

 

Container 4 

Chron File, 10/79 [2] 

Chron File, 10/79 [3] 

Chron File, 11/79 

Chron File, 12/79 [1] 

 

Container 5 

Chron File, 12/79 [2] 

Chron File, 12/79 [3] 
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Chron File, 12/79 [4] 

Chron File, 12/79 [5] 

Chron File, 1/80 [1] 

Chron File, 1/80 [2] 

 

Container 6 

Chron File, 1/80 [3] 

Chron File, 2/80 

Chron File, 4/80 [1] 

Chron File, 4/80 [2] 

 

Container 7 

Chron File, 5/80 

Chron File, 6/80 

Chron File, 7/80 [1] 

Chron File, 7/80 [2] 

Chron File, 8/80 [1] 

 

Container 8 

Chron File, 8/80 [2] 

Chron File, 9/80 

Chron File, 10/80 [1] 

Chron File, 10/80 [2] 

Chron File, 11/80 

Chron File, 12/80 

Chron File, 1/81 

 

Container 9 

Chron File, 2/81 [1] 

Chron File, 2/81 [2] 

Chron File, 3/81 

Chron File, 4/81 

Chron File, 5/81 

Chrysler Corporation - Resent Contacts with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

Federal Trade Commission (FTC), Department of Justice (DOJ), Department of 

Transportation(DOT)/National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA),  Draft, 7/9/79 

Chuck Bowsher, (Comptroller General) 1981 

Conflict of Interest Restrictions, 1982 

CONSAD Research Corporation and BDM Corporation Conference, 1981 

Conservation 

Drew, Elizabeth - New York, 8/27/79 

Eads, George C. 1981  

Eads, George C. - Regulation and Productivity  

Economic Impact - History Day, 9/77 

 

Container 10 
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Eisenhower Administration 1959 Regulatory Reform 

Eisenhower, Dixon and Yates 

Eizenstat - Miller Center Session, 1/26-30/82 

Environment Impact Statement Process by Paul J. Halpern 

Fallow, James - An Essay on America Institutions, 6/79 

Federal Power Commission  

Flow General Matter, 1982 

Ford Administration - National Journal 

Fritschler, A. Lee 1981 

Fritschler, A. Lee - Maxwell School Lecture, 1980 

Fund Raising 

Gamage, Stewart - Robb Project 

Gellhorn, Ernest - Reform as Totem 

General Staff Meeting Notes of Peter J. Petkas 

Gregoropoulas, Mark, 1912 

Harlow, Bryce, 1981 

Harris, Herky 

Haskell, Elizabeth - Benefits of Regulations, 10/8/80 

Hennigan, Patrick J. - Politics of Regulatory Analysis, 9/4/81 

Hills, Roderick, University of Maryland Speech, 12/80 

History of Regulatory 

Hoover Commission - Regulatory 

Hutt, Peter - Regulatory Reform 

Hyman, Sidney - The American President (excepts) 

Industrial Policy - Robert B. Reich, 1/13/82 

 

Container 11 

Initiatives - (McCray’s Concept and Petkas and Schoenberg Comments) 

Innovative Techniques 

Insurance Regulation Dun’s Review, 7/81 

International Association of Energy Economists - Conference Houston - Speech, 11/12/81 

Jordan, Vernon 

Kahn, Alfred 

Kahn, Alfred - Miller Center Session, 12/81 

Kasters, Marvin, 1981 

Ketchup Case 

Kettle, Donald F. - Regulations of Government, 9/81 

Kohlmeier, Louis - Newsletter - “The Regulators” 

Koster, Marvin - Correspondences 

Koster, Marvin H. - Working Papers, 5/5/80 

Lance, Bert, 1982 

Lave and Seskin - Regulatory Research, 4/19/79 

Lazarus, Simon - Reagan’s Regulatory Reform, 2/19/81 

Levitas, Elliot H. - Interview, 5/4/81 

Libassi, Peter 

Lindblom, Charles E. - “Muddling Through” 
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Litan, Robert E. - Controlling Regulation 

Lodge, George 

Ludlam, Chuck 

Management Improvement - Business Week, 6/21/80 

 

Container 12 

Mandale Miller Center Drafting Papers 

McCray, Larry - Interview  

Manuscript - Part I (original) 

Manuscript - Part I [Second Revision] 

McCraw, Thomas K. - The Ablest and How It Grew - A Brief History of…Third - Party 

Auditors  

McIntyre, James - Miller Center Session 

Meeting Notes of Petkas 

Meetings White House, 6/79 

Merrill, Richard A. - University of Virginia School of Law 

Miller Center - Correspondence, 1981 

Miscellaneous - Earl Drafts (Tip-Bits) 

Miscellaneous [1]  

 

Container 13 

Miscellaneous [2]  

Miscellaneous [3]  

Miscellaneous Memorandum 

Moore, Frank - Charlottesville, 9/18-19/81 

Morris, Stan - University of Maryland, Conference Paper 

Morrison, Alan B. - Presidential Intervention in Informal Rulemaking 

Mosher, Fritz 

Muth, Robert J. - Judicial Reviews Speech, 1981 

National Academy of Public Administration - Membership 

National Planning 

Nelson, Michael - A Short, Ironic History of American Bureaucracy 

Neustadt, Richard E. - Presidency and Legislation Article 

Nicholas Rizopoulos, The Lehrman Institute, 1981 

Nixon - Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Science at Time White House 

Nordhaus, Robert R. 

Oceans Law and Policy [1] 

 

Container 14 

Oceans Law and Policy [2] 

Office of Management and Budget - Regulations under Review, 1981 

Opinion Editorial Article, 1981 

Outline - 1/22/82 

Outline - Working Papers, 1981 

Outline and Narrative Summary 

Paperwork Reduction Act 
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Part I - Why Regulation is Important 

Part II - How Regulations Get On President’s Agenda 

Part III - President’s Response and Actions 

Part IV - Prescriptions - How to Deal with Regulations from the White House 

Pertschuk, Michael - The Rise and Pause of the Consumer Movement 

Petkas, Peter J. - Employment 

Petkas, Peter J. - Testimony - Riegle Subcommittee 

Petkas, Peter J. Testimony - Sunset 

Petkas’ Peter J. Chron File, 1/80 

 

Container 15 

Political Appointment - General 

President’s Record and Statements 

Presidential Meeting, 6/13/80 

Presidential Task Force on Regulatory Relief [1] 

Press Interview 

Project Review with Doug Costle, 7/17/79-8/1/79 

Proposed Field Coordinator Project - Dick Bergman, 5/7/79 [1] 

Proposed Field Coordinator Project - Dick Bergman, 5/7/79 [2] 

 

Container 16 
Quality of Life Review by Kathryne L. Bernick, 5/18/77 

Reagan Program, 12/30/81 

Reappointment of Costle 

Redford E. - “Non - Regulatory” - Regulator Tools  

Regulatory Analysis - Regulatory Commission Paper, 3/4/81 (10 Agencies) 

Regulatory Analysis Review Group (RARG) [1] 

Regulatory Analysis Review Group (RARG) [2] 

Regulatory Analysis Review Group (RARG) [3] 

Regulatory Budget - Lennie Ross Draft 

Regulatory Cost Accounting 

Regulatory Council - Age Discrimination  

Regulatory Council - Douglas M. Costle 

Regulatory Council - Future - Haskell Study, 12/15/80 

Regulatory Council Calendar Representatives 

Regulatory Council Formation and History 

 

Container 17 

Regulatory Council Former Staff, 1981 

Regulatory Flexibility 

Regulatory Flexibility (Small Business) 

Regulatory Flexibility (Tiring) 

Regulatory Reform - General (1) 

Regulatory Reform - General (2) 

Regulatory Reform - Regulations 

Regulatory Reform Bill - Original - Carter Proposal, 3/79 
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Regulatory Reform Bill S 1080 and HR. 746, 1981 

Regulatory Reform Message 

Rexnord Corporation 

Rhoads, Steven E., Book Outline - Growth of Micro - Economics 

 

Container 18 

Robert Litan and William Nordhaus - Draft, 2/80  

Rohatyn, Felix - Economist Articles - New Liberalism, 9/19/81 

Rosenberg’s Study 

S1080 Legislation History, 1982 

Schlosstein, Ralph L., 1981  

Schultze, Charles - Miller Center Session, 1982 

Science at the White House - A Political Liability 

Stanton, Thomas, 1981  

Statement of Douglas M. Costle before the Committee on Government Affairs 

Statement of the Vice President, Regarding Executive Order 1229, 2/17/81 

St. Regis, Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs Regulations (Dennis Race) 1981 

Stewart, Richard B. - Regulation, Innovation 

Testimony - Miscellaneous 

Testimony - Petkas, 1979 

Testimony - Petkas, 1981 

Testimony - Petkas, 6/18/80 

The El Paso Company, 1981 

 

Container 19 

The Regulatory Council - Background Materials 

“The Role of the President in Regulatory Reform” (Draft) [1] 

“The Role of the President in Regulatory Reform” (Draft) [2] 

Trucking [1] 

Trucking [2] 

 

Container 20 

Union Carbide - American Attitudes on Economic Growth 

Unions 

United States Chamber’s 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Meat Processing Inspection 

United Technologies - Share Owner Survey 

University of Maryland 

University of Virginia School of Law, 1981 

Urban and Community Impact Analyses Meeting, E.O. 12074 (Helmer, Salamon, Beardsley) 

Utilities 

Verkuil Article  

Vice Chairman Appointment 

Voluntary Standards - Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 

Weekly Activities Report, 1979 

Weekly Activities Report, 1980 [1] 
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Weekly Activities Report, 1980 [2] 

 

Container 21 

Weekly Activities Report, 1981 

Wellford, W. Harrison 

Wilson, David - National Planning 

Woodham, David (Dave) 

Wood Preservation (see Mike Volpe) 

Workplace Safety and Health Task Force [1] 

Workplace Safety and Health Task Force [2] 

Yale Journal on Regulations 

  

Return to series list 

 

Return to collection summary 

 

Last modified: July 2017 

 

 


