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GOVERNOR JIMMY CARTER

May 31, 1976

5:00 P.M.

RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA

A RALLY AT

CANYON PARK, SOUTH DAKROTA

"A Standard Stump Speech"
Transcript



GOVERNOR CARTER: Thank you. That is a great
introduction and I appreciate it. Thank you very much.

This is a beautiful crowd.v And, I really
appreciate your warm friendship and your hospitality
on this Memorial Day.

As I drove here from the airport, I thought
about your own terrible tragedy of four or five years
ago, and the special day we have to honor the tragedies
of the past, the times when men's and women's minds and
hearts in different lands throughout the world were
unable to find a common ground on which to settle dif-
ferences and on which to base the preservation of human
life.

We have a great country. We have made some
serious mistakes in the past, and we don't want to make
them again.

1976 is the time of celebration. :It is also a
time to look backwards. It is a time to look two hundred
years ago, at the time that George Washington, and Benja-
men Ffanklin and Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine and Patrick
Henry. It is a time to look back at the time, at the years
of Abraham Lincoln, when our nation was torn apaft, and it
is a time to look back on the great depression years when
Franklip Roosevelt was President and then later for Harry
Truman when the war was ended, and tﬂen John Kennedy and

Lyndon Johnson.
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It is a time also to think about the recent
years, times of Viet Nam and Cambodia, when our nation
for the first time made a major commitment of lives and
money, without the American people being a part of the
process. We didn't decide as a people to start a war
in Viet Nam or to bomb Cambodia, and see hundreds of
}thousands of women and children killed, and fifty thousand
American lives lost, and a hundred and fifty billion dol-
lars.sﬁént. But, it hapopened, It happened in our cdﬁhtry.
It happened with out government -~ my government and your
government.

And, later we didn't decide to wrap secrecy
around thé White House and to see the professional repu-
tation of the_F.B.I. destroyed, and the Attorney General's
office prostituted, and the terrible shame of Watergate
come on our country, and the President of our country caught
lying. We didn't make those decisions as a people, but they
happened, and they happened in my government and your govern-
ment. |

And, later we didn't decide.to plot assissanations
and murder against leaders of‘countries with whom we were not
at war. I wouldn't plot murder, and neither woﬁld you. But,
it happened in our government. In my government and in your
government.

So, looking back two hundred years ago, or a
hundred years ago, or fifty years-ago, or two or three years

ago, we see a nation that is'growing. We are still a young



country. We have made a lot of mistakes. Not Jjust recently,
but long ago. And, we have corrected those mistakes as we
progressed as a country. In spite of the fact that some-
times wé héve been ashamed, and we have been embarrassed,

and we have had to apologize for our own government.

That doesn't mean to look into the future, we
can't be proud once again, and inspired once again by our
nation's government. That is what 1976 can mean. Fine
things, proud things, clean and decent things, inspirational
things, idéalistic, compassionate things, loving things,
compared to the mistakes of the past.

So, how do we make sure that in the future our
coﬁntry will not repeat its past mistakes? There is énly
one way to do it, and that is to be sure that to the degree
that we are capable, that our government is what the people
are. The American people are competent,‘good managers,
good organizers, good salesmen. There is no reason why we
should have a horrible, bloated, confused, overlapping,
wasteful, inefficient, ineffective, insensitive, unmanage-
able, buréaucratic mess in Washington. This is not part

of us, and it is not a necessary part of our government.

The American people are fair. There is no reason
why we should have an unfair system of taxation. Our present
income tax is a disgrace to the human race. The surest in-

come to be taxed is the income earned from manuel labor.



There is not any hidden secret loooholes for someone who
draws a paycheck every two weeks; or retirement check every
two weeks. But, there are hidden secret loooholes for ev-
eryone else.

The average family in this country now that
makes less than ten thousand dollars a year, vays a higher
proportion of their income in taxes than does a family that
makes more than a million dollars a year.

I know that we are smart enoﬁgh and fair enough
to develop a tax system that is fair.

I happen to be a farmer. My father was a farmer.
My grandfather was a farmer. For two hundred and ten years
in Georgia, all 6f my father's family who ever had a chance
to finish high school. I know what it means to work for a
living. I know what it means to sweat in the hot sun, to
plow a mule, to pick cotton, to pull fodder, to pumo wéter.
Also, I know what it means to have a good chance in life, a
better education, a better opportunity than my father and
my ancestors didn't have.

That is what this government, this nation is also,
a chance for us to give our children opportunities that we
didn't have.

Our nation ought to have a system of education
based on individualized instruction, where'every child is
considered to be unique, with special characteristics, talents,
abilities, problems. I think this is the kind of educational

system that we can have.



We need on our farms to realize the tremendous
truth, that ié what is best for the family farmer is exactly
what is best in the long run.

For the consumers of this country, we need maxi-
mum production, an aggressive sale of American products
overseas. Fifty percent of all the food or feed grains that
cross any natural border come from the fields of the United
States of America. A tremendous resource that would help
us to insure favorable trade balances, beneficial influence
on the world economy, prosperity for our farm families,
better growth in industries depending on agriculture. We
need oredictable agricultural oolicy, whére we can make de-
cisions for the future, with some assurance of what our
government policy is going to be on acreage, basic price
sﬁpports,'import guotas, arr aggressive sales of our exported'
food items.

These kinds of things are part of a farmer's
life. They have got to be part of the Federal government
that deals with farmer's lives.

I‘was in the Navy foreleven years. I am a
graduate of Annapolis =-- that is how I got my education --
at public expense. I was in the Submarine Force. I worked
under Admiral Hyman Rickover.

I recognize very clearly that the number one
priority of any President has got to be to guarantee the
security of our country, its freedom from successful attack
or threat of attack or blackmail, and an ability to carry

out a legitimate foreign policy.



But, I also récognize, being familiar with the
defense establishment, that the most wasteful bureaucracy
in Washington is in the Pentagon. We need to have, there
again, tough management.

We have got too many military bases overseas,
about two thousand of them. We have got too many troops
overseas, too many supvort troops for combat troops, twice
as many as the Soviet Union has.

We have got a lot of waste in other ways. For
every instructor now in the military, we have got less than
two students. We build too many weapon systems we don't
need.

But, in mamking these changes, we could have a
simpler, better organized, more muscular, more effective,
fighting force; »And, with that capability understood
throughout the rest of the world, that is the best way to
guarantee peace.

We have in our people a realization that govern-
ment.lacké competence. I don't want anyone in this group to
vote for me tomorrow, nor next November, unless you want to
see the Executive Branch of the government of our country
completely reorganized, and méde efficient, economical,
purposeful and manageable for a change. And, I don't want
anyone in this audience to vote for me, unless next January,
you want to see a start, with a basic comprehensive tax re-
form program, to give us an income tax system that treats

people fairly, and puts the burden where it ought to be,



on those with a higher level income. And, I don't want'
anybody to wvote for me unless you want to see us have an
aggressive foreign policy that accurately represents the
character and interest of the American people.

I don't claim that I know all of the answers.
Nobody could. I am jﬁst an average human being like you
are. |

I étarted campaigning for President last January,
January 20th, 1975. Nobody knew who I was. I didn't have
any built in campaign ofganization. I didn't hold public
office. I lived in a little town, with 683 people population.
I was not a lawyer, I was a farmer. I wasn't in Washington
or New York, the center of the national news media.

But we started working one living room at a
time, and going to factory shift lines and shopéing centers
and high school aﬁditoriums, and union halls and bingo
games, and trying to get people to know us.

I have a good family, an almost built-in cam-
paign organization. There are eleven of us who campaign
full time.

My wife and I have been married almost 30 years,
30 years in July. We have got three sons, the oldest son
is almost 29 years old. He was born in Virginia. My
second son is 26 years old. He was born in Hawaii. My
third son is 23 years old. He was born in Conneticut.

And, then, my wife and I had an argument for 14 years, and

we have an 8 year old daughter who was born in Georgia.



And, all of my sons are married.

(Applause.)

And, my sister campaigns full time, and my
mother's youngest sister campaigns full time, and my
oldest son's mother-in-law campaigns full time. So,
we have eleven éf us. And, as we went through Iowa,
and Oklahoma, and Maine, and New Hampshire, Vermont,
Florida, Illinois, North Carolina, and other states,
we accumulated a growing campaign family, people who
shared with us a belief that this nation can represent
the characteristics of the American people.

I haven't depended on endorsements of pow-
erful political people to put me in office. When
they have come, I have appreciated them. But, I have
taken my case directly to the voters. And, I have tried
to form a close relationship between myself asta candi-
date and the voters in individual states.

here are obviously some important political
decisions to make. 2ll of the other candidates, Qithout
exceptions, decided to enter just a few states, to hope
to win a small group of delegates, to take those dele-
gates to the National Convention in July in Madison
Square Garden, to create a deadlock or broken convention,
to get in the back room and horse trade, for the highest

elective office in the world.
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I decided to do it differently, We have got
thirty primaries in this country where you can win dele-
gates. I am in all thirty of them. I haven't skipped a
State, I haven't avoided an opponent. I haven't evaded
an issue. We have been verybcaréful about this. We
have now been through I think 23 or 24 States. I have
won in 17 of them.

In the next seven days, YOu have got seven

more primariés. The last ones are California, Ohio
and New Jersey. In between, we have got Delaware.
And, as you know, tomorrow, we have got three very im-
portant primaries. One of them is in Montana. One of
them is in Rhode Island. vAnd, one of them, of course,
is in South Dakota.

(Applause)

I have come in this afternoon to get to know
you and to let you know me, tb ask vyou for your help.

I have got mroe than a thousand delegates. But, I need
to form a relationship with you that hopefully will be
permanent.

There is no way that anyone could take a single
voter for granted, or a single state for granted. It is
very important to me what happens tomorrow in South Dakota.
You have a great state. Independent, beautiful, agricultural,
industry. You have had your tragedies, and you have over

come them. You have demonstrated courage.
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This state has also produced greét leaders.
And, I am pfoud that some of them are :ny; friends.
‘And, I look forward to the time when our party and our
nation can overcome the divisions among us, and work
towards common purposes.

The eyes of the country tomorrow are going
to be focused on you. 2and, I would like to have your
support.

As I said earlier, I don't know all of the
answers. I am learning, as I campaign,arouhd the
country.

I don't even claim to be the best qualified
person in this country to be ?reéident. I am sure
there are a lot of people in this nation, I am sure
a lot of people in this?#udience, who. are more intelli-
gent than I aﬁ, who know more about management, whé
may be more sensative to our people's~needs. I want to
express my personal thanks to all of fou for not running
for President this year. I have got enough opponents.

(Applause.)

But,II want to close by saying this, and then

answer some cuestions from vou.
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Ve have ¢ct a long way to go. And, althouch
I do intend to be President, whith your help, it is
just as much your country as it is mine, If there
are things about our nation that you don't like, if we
have macde mistakes in the past that you never wént to
see made acain, if there are divisions among our peobvle
that you would like to see‘healed, if there are injustices
or discriminations or hatreds that you would like to
alleviate, if there are hopes or dreams in your own lives
that you would like to see realized durinc the life of
your children, I hope that in this next 24 hours you will
realize the tremendous responsibility on vour ewn shoulders,
and make an efforﬁ, even a sacrificial effort, for this
brief period of time to help change what our country
has been into what our country ought to be and can be.

I would like to answer somne cuestions now.
le will start with the local news media. I will repeat
the cuestions so the audience can hear them, and I would
like to have cuestions about the campaicn, about
foreicgn affairs, Xorea, Detente, Miédle Tast, Angola, or
acout domestic affairs, agriculture, welfare, health,

transportation, education, tax reforms, environmental
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quality, defense, amnesty, abortion, cgun control, richt-
to-work, whatever issues you want to discuss, and I will
try to answer all of vour questions, and I will be as
brief as I can.

Is there any guestions from the local news
media first of all? |

The question is: ThatVCongressman Udall is
campaicning for the lﬁst‘week, and he considers South
- Dakcta, according to his statement, to be an important
part of the stop-Carter movement. Do I think that my
visit here this afternoon can off set thatf

Well, I can't answer that question very well.
I don't consider South Dakota to be paft of a stop
anything movement. I consider South Dakota to be part
of this country who is not trying totstbp sonething, but'
trying to elect a President. 2And, as I said earlier,
I have not run in one State and skipped the others. I
am running simultaneously richt now in seven different
primaries. Last night I was in Georgia, this morninc I
was in Rhode Island, this afternoon I was in Chio, tonight
I will be in California. And, I have tried to make sure
that I have covered this country as much as I possibly

could. Last week I was in South Dakota again. But, that
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is the point I was making earlier, with my family members,
I don't have to.be here all of the time. My Wife has been
here before, my son and his wife have been here before, my
oldest son's mother-in-law has been here before, and we
hope that in my absence that I can depend on all of you

to join our campaign and to realize that the decision to
be made tomorrow is just as much in your hands =--

(End of Side A)

-- without working a ;ick all year, and that
income, as you know, for a farmer comes not just from one
person, it comes from the husbanéd, a wife and all of the
children who live on the farm. So, we need to do some-
thing to make sure that the farmers do cet a fair part of
the national income;

All righf;' The Questioh was about the lecgal-
ization of ﬁarijuana. I do not favor the legalization of
marijuana. I do favor the decriminalization of it bv
States. "We now have siX'Stafes in this country who hawe
decriminalized the possession of small quantities of
marijuana. The first one was in Orecon. We moved towards
tﬁat posture when I was Governor of Georgia. What it is

is this, for those of you who are not familiar with it:
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The possession of small guantities of marijuana is still
a crime. It is-punished, however, not by‘a felony
sentence orimpriéonment, it is punished by a heavy
fine like two‘hundred dollars. It doesn't leave a
permanent criminal record on the life of a young person
or old person who is caught with that small amount.
At the sarme time, you increase, if possible, the
venalties for the.sale or distribution of marijuana and
other drugs, énd put the pushers in jail. That is a
good approach to it. I think -- I yxpnow that Oregon,
Alaska, California and three other States now have this
process. So, I would not favor legalization, I would
favor the States decriminalizing marijuana, for small
guantities of possession.

Cne more cuestion is all I'can take. Yes ma'an.

Oh, no. The guestion is, speaking of inef-
ficient bureaucracies, what would I do about the Post
Office.

.(Appléuse.)

Let me say two or three preliminarv things to
avoid answering the question, which I can't answer.

First of all, ny grandfather was a Postmastér

in Richland, Georgia. And, he was a Third District



-16-

Campaign Manacger for Tom Watson, who was a great Populist
Congressman.

My grandfather was the one who had the original
idea for the rural free delivery of mail. So, anyone wﬁo
lives on a rural route can thank my grandfather for the
idea. It was passed, introduced by Tom Watson, our Congress-
man, and eventually, twenty-five years later, the Revuklicans
f£inally finanéed it, and the farmers started getting mail
directly.

My mother also worked in the Post Office, and
ny wife's mother just retired from~the Post Cffice this
Decemnber 31lst.

I don't know how to answer the question ébout
~what we should do about the Post Office.

If I could bring one political issue in, I
think the only piece of‘legislation that my opponent in
éouth Dakota has ever passed was setting up the present
Post Office system. Senator -- I mean Congressman Udall
is responsible for the present Post Office arrangement.
That was his Bill, and I think it is the ohly one he ever
passed that amounted to anything.

I was asking the other day abdut what we

!

could do about the Post Office, and somebody said,
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"well, you could at least have good mail delivery twice
a month by Sending all of thé checks for Post Office
employees thfough the mail", that they thought it would
get delivered on time at least twice a month.

Somebody else said that the reason they
raised the rates on post -- on mail, on letters from
ten cents to thirteen cents, was that the extra three
cents went for storage.

Well, I can't answer your question, I will
have toradmit that. But, I will sav this. I:am a good
manager, I have run the government of Georcia well, I
am a businessman, a farmer, a planner, an engineer.

And, I would assume the responsibility for the Post
Office Departmént as part of my Presidential duties.
It wouldn't be taken on lichtly.

First of all, I would choose people in whom
I had complete confidence to assess how much of the
mail could be delivered by electronic means. I would
keep control of the delivery of first class mail in the
Post Office to have some financing. I would not
hesitate to subsidize the delivery\of mail from general

funds to make sure that our people do have that service.
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I would very cafefully analyze the Postal Service of
other nations to see what we could learn from them,
and let the American people know about all of these
procedures as they went forward.

I can't answer your cquestion any better
than that, I am sorrv.

Let me say this in closing. I have got to
go. But, I have got an address that I would like for
you to write -- you don't have to write it down =~
but, I would like, if you have any cuestions about
issues or my stands on those that I mentioned eérlier
in passing, write Box 1976, that is this vear, Atlanta,
Georgia, and we will send you back in written form
comprehensiye speeches that I have made on things 1like
nuclfar arms limitation, the disposal of atomic waste,
reprocessing of plutonium, the testinc of peaceful
devices, nuclear devices, the Middle East, Angola,
general foreign policy principles, Detente, all other
things concerning domestic affairs, agricultural policies,
defense policies,-and so forth, these are written down in
nosition papers of nrine.

So, if you have an interest in any of those,
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if vyou would write to nv Ilieadquarters, Box 1976, Atlanta,

Georgia, we will send you those position papers.

Let me sayv this in closing. I am glad I came
to see you. It means an gyfyl- 1ot for me to have this
larce crowd come out and make me feel welcome. Iy

wife said this was one of . the most beautiful_cities she
had ever seen. And, not only was the citv beautiful --

(Applause.)

-- not only was the city beautiful, but the
people:were very good to ner. She =-- this is an exact
cguote -- shevsaid, "Isﬁave never found the neople so
enthusiastic in their friendship as the ones who welcomed
me and helpedfme while I visited South Dakota". She was
here yeekend before last and the week before that. And
she wanted me to express my personal thanks to yvou., I
thank you also.

@y family and I, and many hundred thousands of
Americans like you, want to see our country change. We
want to see people treated fairly. 'e want to see a Sun-.
shine Law passed in Washincton to force open the secret
deliberations of Executive and Legislative Branches of
covernrment. UWe want to see the Sweetheart arrancement
broken down between reculatory agencies and industries beinc

reculated. We want to see a long range policy evolve on
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agriculture, energy, environmental guality, transportation,
education, welfare, health. We want to see the basic needs
met in the field of unemployment, with the number one
emphasis on the next administration's responsibility being
jobs. Also repair the divisions that exist between black
people and white people, between rural and urban, and young
and o0ld, in our country and other countries.

End, I want to see above all the séme thing that
you want, and this is something I say often, I mean it, I
want to see us have a nation once again with a governﬁent
that is good and honest and decent and truthful and fair
and competent and idealistic, that is compassionate and is
filled withvlove, as are the American people.

If we could just have a government as good as
our people are, thaf will be a tremendous achievement. And,
I believe that 1976 is the time when we micht do it, and
prove to the rest of the world, that is very important, but
more importantly, prove to our own people who have been
disappointed, disillusioned, sometimes embafrassed, that we
still live in the greatest nation on earﬁh.

Thank you very much. God bless all of vou.

Help me do well.
Thank you. God bless vou.

(Applause.)



