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't let others seek it for him.,he won't
aecept a convention draft.
;ZZ‘ *1 tirmly intend not to get involved,” he
&lls a preas conference., ‘‘No, and that’s
5;&:31 " he tells a visitor. His closest asso-
sciates insist he says the same thing in pri-
~vate. and most of them believe he won't
;i_.'i:hange his mind.
% Yet Mr. Askew's name keeps appearing
:om the lists that politicians and reporters
;zi;ompile of dark-horse presidential possibil-
s—a man to whom a deadlocked Demo-
"era.t.ic Convention might well turn. And
7}hat reflects two interesting facts.
" One is that Democrats are generally
E PPy Wwith the men currently seeking
‘the nomination. The ’
other is that when
i - candidate- -pickers
t look around for
[ someone else, they
.see some very ap-
peali.ng qualities in |

Reubin Askew.

2= Obviously, he
Fhas his flaws and
{%_drawba.cks He

)

“lacks broad experi-
ence in foreign af- gy
His adminis- 7

. fairs.

Ytratia hasn’t been §
“boldiy innovative
-and experimenta.l

He tends to be a
"loner, a little on the N
istiff side.
% But his assets are conslderable He's
ypleasant-looldng without being movie-idol
"handsome. He projects an aura of com-
plete sincerity, honesty, and integrity—a
“Mr. Clean” image that appeals to inde-
~zndents and Republicans as well as Dem-
“oeats.
e’'s a down-to-earth, poor-boy-makes-
+i Southerner who can attract the Wal-
< vote, but he's also ane of the more 30-
s:usticated “New South'’ governors with
bBroad national appeal. He 18 respected by
‘top Democratic politicians (he keynoted
‘the 1972 Democratic Convention, and
.George McGovern twice asked him to take
“the vice presidential nomination), but for
' most people he would be a new, non-Wasb-
- ington face—just what a disillusioned pub-
lic might be desperately seeking.
- His determined, though umsuccessful,
.fight in early 1972 to defeat an anti-busing
“referendum, and his concern for poor peo-
iple and minorities, have made him a hero
-to many Democratic liberals. Yet he’'s no
“far-out crusader likely to scare off less lib-
eral voters; the “populist’ tag often tied to
shim is a bit too strang.
5z And to cap.it all, the 46-year-old Mr.
“Askew has put together in his first four
Cyears as governor a record that won him

. Consider a few items:
Envhnnment-soung new laws seek to
‘safeguard’ Floridd's environment, provid-
\ing tough standards to be met in major de-
_velopment projects and putting certain
bea.ches, parks and other areas out of pri-
vate reach.
four years has been  quite: astounding,”

T v matt mmaclAawt Af tha Warida

state supreme. coutt justlces and other top
elected officials, he moved quickly to in-
vestigate and act’ against the offenders.
Now he’s fighting for further judicial re-
form, and tougher disclosure and conflict
of interests laws.

Finances —Over heavy opposition, he de-
livered on a 1970 campaign pledge to es-
tablish a corporate income tax. He also in-
stituted the state’s first mineral severance

“It’s just something I
don’t desire,” says Reubin
Askew of the presidency.

“What happenéd I his. first

tax and has taken other steps to raise rev-
enue for new and expanded state services.
Despite this, he enjoys wide support in the
business community. ‘‘He’'s sincere, he’s
honest, he’s always accessible and willing
to listen,” says Scott Linder, president of
the state Chamber of Commerce. “He's

y been a good governor for the state.”

Florida does remain, however, near the
bottom of the states in per-capita spending
on most major services, and now, with the
recession cutting state revenues, the gov-
ernor has committed himself to hold down
spending and avoid new taxes. He also op-
poses any mave to relax the constitutional
ban on a personal income tax.
Education—Public education made his
own climb posaible, he belleves, and so
he’s deeply committed to its support. His
advocacy of busing, he says, wasn't be-
cause he liked ft, but was because he
wanted to preserve the school system and
help ‘‘break the cycle of black poverty."
His administration pushed through a
school equalization law giving greater
state aid to poorer school districts so that
all districts would have approximately

equal per-pupil spending. Until the current

year, state outlays per student have risen
steadily and substantially.

Yet Florida still spends comparatively
little on education, and one group express-
ing *“‘growing disenchantment’” with Mr.
Askew i3 the teachers. They feel he should
have fought to raise taxes this year to fi-
nance higher outlays for education, rather
than holding them steady or in some cases
trimming. ‘‘His record has been good,"”
says Yvonne Burkholz, lobbyist for the
Florida Education Association, ‘‘but for
the past year and a half his commitment
has been lacking.’

Equal Opportunity—The governor has
appointed large numbers of women and
blacks to top jobs, has pressured state
agencies and private employers to do the
same, and has fought hard for the Equal
Rights Amendment. He obviously despises
the racial stands of Alabama Gov. George
Wallace, and practically every major
Askew speech includes an exhortation to
resist appeals to prejudice and hate. ‘‘He
has been a damn good governor for the
black community and for the state of Flor-
ida,” declarés T.-Willard Falr head of the
xMiami Urbgn [Eague,/ . e

The impressive = record ’goes Tan=

T

labor, mental healt.h houmng adult andu
Juvenile correcti

vohmtear hbbylnt tqt the N"_ :
ciation of Soclal Workers e
- “Me’s a queer mlxture o ldenmm and
pragmatism,” observes State Sen. Kenngth
MacKay. “On isSues ‘of hanesty, integrity;
morality, human rights—he’s a tiger. On
social and economic issues, he’s highly
pragmatic " 4

Mr. Askew can indeed be tough when he
needs to be, and his willingness to speak.

his mind seems to appeal to people, even if.
they don’t agree with him; Floridians
overwhelmingly disagreed with his buaing-
position, but his personal popularity rose.
at the same time.

“He has guts,”” says R. H. ‘“Bubba”
Semon, president of the Florida Building
and Canstruction Trades Council. “Hel
stand up and tell us what he’s going to do.
even if it's not what we want to hear, and-
then he tells businessmen what he’s going
to do, even if it’'s not what they want to
hear.”

Some Criticism Too :
Naturally, Mr. Askew isn’t without his
critics. Many conservatives find him far '
too liberal, and many liberals find him too
cautious and conservative—both in fiscal
affairs and on such issues as divorce or
abortion. i

The chief criticism now is coming from ~
the liberals, who feel he's veered too far
right in the past year or go. Most were in-
clined to excuse it as a logical, pre-election
move, but they're disturbed that he still

S
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—
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seems to be continuing-on 3 conservative
course, with a very tight budget and a
minimal legislative program.

“With the mandate of last November,”
says State Sen. D. Robert Graham, ‘‘he
was {n an ideal position ta give some force-
ful direction on major issues—to do some-
thing more, for instance, about our tax
base and so improve the state’s ability to
respand to a whole range of emerging
needs. Instead, he pulled away from that.”

‘“The only possible explanation,” Mrs.
Burkholz asserts, ‘‘is national political am-
bitions. He seems to feel the national mood
is for a person who holds down spending,
and so he is pandering to the right.”

Mr. Askew’s associates concede he's
following a slightly more conservative
course lately, but they say it's mainly be-
cause of the state’s revenue bind and the °
difficulty of getting liberal legislation
through the current legislature, dominated
by conservatives. They add that Mr.
Askew never was as liberal as out-of-state
reporters and politicians perceived him.
The governor himself argues he's not all
that conservative now either.

“If the states attempted to overcame
their own revenue shartfalls by increasing
their taxes,”” he says, ‘‘then collectively
they’d dilute ‘whatever stimulus the federal.
tax rebate might provide " It's a perfect
time, he continues, to step back ‘and exam-
ine all the new spending programs of the
tirst term: ‘“This has to. be ayea.rotbelt-
tightening and reasseasment.” .. ° -

Americans generally, he adds “are in

ons.i"When it comes to s

an age of rising expectations that we simply .

can't deliver on. We have a’ very strong
economy, but there still are-going to have -

to be some major adjustmenu, B’mm'
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He “turns. down out-of state speaking en-
gagements and his staff and friends are
under strict orders to do nothing that
. might encourage speculation. He has a re-
sponsibility, he says, to spend more time
_with his family. State Democratic Chair-
;man Ann Cramer observes.that just as he
‘feels he's better off without drinking or
‘smoking, so he feels he’s better off not run-
ning for President.

.Two Scenarios
Mr.-Askew also concedes that one of his
“concerns about a presidential race is a
candidate’s almost inevitable need to make
campaign commitments to win the sup-
‘port of interest groups and powerful indi-
“viduals. This leads some_ boosters to be-
lieve that a genuine cqnventlon draft—no
i commitments .involved—might persuade
.him to accept the nomination. Florida Re-
publicans foresee ancther scenario: Sen.
Edward Kennedy is drafted by a- dead-
‘locked convention and he puta the arm on
Gov. Askew to be his running mate.

» Mr. Askew maintains, though, that he’ll
gserve out his term through 1978. And what
does he chiefly hope to have aceomplished
by then? “Mast of all,” he replies, ‘‘what I
wanted to do was to set a different tene.in
‘ﬁfs office. The most serious problem. fac-

government today is the-people’s Ioss
::ot confidence in government. And that
pxoblem transcends all others, because
.until you bave that confidence and credi-
jbllity, you are not going to have the peo-
p!e s support for all the things that need to
"be done.”
E So why isn’t that a perfectly fine argu-
“ment for seeking the presidency? ‘“It's just
’somethlng I don't desire,’”” he says simply
—and for Reubin Askew, that seems to end
.the discussion.

I Mr. Otten, a member of the Journal’s
‘Washington bureau, covers politics.
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* "DOllt’"q—rq—UCJ 1" from
goverid neminating cormissions wer2
craated icial’ appointments, lewvislation
was oas ive‘ﬁedotiatiods on 2noine=ring
and 2¥gc . Sta 2ses ware
nlacsd '

* The judicial article of was rawrittan,
strezmlirning the State's court ha ronoartisan
cigction cf dudcges, and writin into fha
Constitutio:n:

* 3Schicol finerncing reforms wzare enacted to insurs an egual
2cducatiornzal cpprortunity for avary hll“ regariless of whare he or
she may livz2, the Statz essunad
anc other sters were t:iken t
hely znd advice of parants a
sys%em; ’

(

¢ the contributions and tal-nts cf Flori
'citizens, the tate Division o_ Aging was given new strang
visibil'ty in Tallzhessez and increasad financiel sunctor:
servicz2s as heelth an 2ducation, transoer -tation
o [a)

-
- Fi 4

- - - -~ e - T . 3 3 E = s |

naragement ana recr 2nior citizen canters thrcouchou

* Ccosumers vwers orevicad & public counsel te represant then in
utility rat=2 ceses before the Public Service Commissicr a2nd received
further prctzcticr in the marketplece under Floride's new law da-
firnirnce¢ and 2rchihiting ceczetive and uvnfeir trade precticas ("Littie
FTC Az:t"): .

A statewice crang jury was creaated to hely comb:z

crime, leaw 2nfercemernt salariss and standzrds were uncradl:
State crininal cole was revised and modernizad, lacislzatio —
vassed to strencgthien Floricda's hand in. the struggle =z¢ains
grazhy, and, throuch thz Governor's "Help Stoz Crims" orocrer,
Florida's citizenry wes 2nlisted in the conwlnulng ficht agsinst crime

* In addition tc increesed financial heln, ths State frlly
implementesd home rule sowers for county and city covernments ard toox
other stens to placz the responsibility ard flewibility for covern-
mental decision-maki closer to thz people where their interssts can
ke ketter ser ' :
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in the Air Forca2, Cantain
Z.Plcocrida Liaw Scheol. In

Almost immediately he becan iiis
accepnting an enncintment as Assistant
County. He wes 2la2ctad hto the Flcrid
1938 an< to the =State Seneate in 19€2.

In +the Zernatz2, hs was Chairman
the Committee on Constituticnal Zmendm
;:eclu nt Pro Tem2cre ci thz Senéte be

cvarncr in 1970.

;a'doucu

’

<
I -

public service career by
unty Solicitor of Escambia
of Representatives in

tlor.ent in both the

r &nnor

of the
:ents and. Revision.
efors resicning

to rurn for

ol =2t 17, Askew enter=2d the
and ros2 to tha rank of

= Univoarsitv where he was a-
oy Trasiiant,  He craduated
ztion and was cormissicned a
Iter two additional yesars cf
Askevw was aﬂrlttci to the
1256 he reczived his LL.B.

Acnrovwriaticns Comnmittee and
.He served as

His YOOI 3 include bzing a rast prasident of
the Testerxn Divisieon ¢ 's Hcme Socizty of Flericda, rast
wember of ~tha RBoard of Diractors of the Fleorife Asscciation for
2tarded Children, the Farm RBureau, -Escambie County Tuberculosis
and Ma=lth Asscciation, ¥YMCA, Americzn Legion, Heart Association
and United Fund. He is & Meson and Rotarian.

_ He ig mearriad rmar Donna Lou Haroper of Sanford,
Floridz, and thz co IS s +weo children, Angelm Adair, 13, and
Xevin O'Dcrnovan, ll. Govarnor Askew 1is an 2lder in the First

___Preshyterizn_ Chuvrch. of Peansacela. — i —m o i




