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'is: "smart, -successful;’. -
: staffed:
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: Unllke F"ofd
.~quickly became bored with:
.~the House and decided after"
;. three terms to forsake the
:-$12.300 salary in hopes of

+ making money, , -

?:‘ For the next.}
- Houston he.-.did . just - that.
~ parlaying’ @ chunk -of - the

+ family money into an insur-

" ance company—bankmgm

years 1n .

neighbor), -ex- Go
:Connally. A polmc 1.al
both men recalls; that®iig
-dition ‘to fund-rmsmg, .

i vestment ﬁrm-s&mng ‘and T Ags o

qiillion in 1971. (The hold-
“ffigs were placed in a blind

wai:t” he plunged into a

St

%,t_}@ labor-backed ‘7ehairman
¥ “the Senatg Labor‘ and

“fBent en's camipaign fea-
dtyred a series of. television
_spots that - cited Yarbor-

. ough’s support for the Viet-

namn Moratorium protest
march and the presidential

+gandidacy of Eugenp d. Mox; ..

ié:l@n complex and’a personal
fpitune he estimafed at $23 .-

" ‘proving he was not going:to

. 'be a “traditional so:l:.hemr

"" sepator. Hé voted to changé °  of L
" the cloture rule and make it rival o Ben

“Carthy. his-opposition to the '

Supreme Court nomination
{of Clement F. Haynsworth
and G. Harrold Carswell
.,and- a vote against the
-school prayer amendment.
iIn"each instance, Texas vot-
ers were asked: Did Ralph
eYarborough represent you?

" In contrast to the free-for-
‘all with Yarborough, Bent-
3sen’s general election cam-
pangn against Republican
#nominee George Bush was
%almost gentlemanly Ofgan-
“lzed labdr:wds mad. enough

%
“cured bv hm nft

A

'Presxdent Spira Agnew: both},
1campaigned far Bush, but

X - semp:
part"of whaﬂhey ‘were

" news. conference; where

- and some amusement,” ‘and"_“damned " ‘good. and damned» ¢

“ing'here’as partof the loyal £
 opposition, not as part of

President Nixon and Vice

Bentsen beat _ :him,

ing their ﬁdeh&glcal.

ity,” Bentsen was su.\gl d-ou

elected Dzemocmts for@ Soak
vate greeﬁng ati they
HOU.SC o

. But Bentsen. was- not A P
ing. He went straight. frgm.
the President’s office. t

said: he regarded - his-recep- 3 : }
tion with “some amazement - ribed him-the other day as ,;
“declared firmly, “I am com-. “aple.”

~34He's: smooty’er thian
Mondale" this: Repu
said, referring to-the
- sota. Democrat who- is. g
: nance Committee i ¢oll

- and: prospective p_rﬁid

the Nixon forces.” i

He was. equally firm mi

rival of Bentsen’s;

easier to end filibusters. . - his phﬂosophy ﬁ,

After an inspection trip to
Vietnam, he abandoned his
campaign hawkishness and
began yoting with the Dem-
ocratie majerity for end-the-
war resolutidns He shocked
his Tegas ‘aerospace constit-
uents by opposing the super-
sonic transport (SST). and
generally scattered his votes
in a way that defied easy
categories. *

© “A lottof Democrats really
want to win in 1976,” Bent-
sen said the other day, “and
they realize-’ we- can’t ‘win,
without .appea " to., th ’

it’s Bentsen, it’s got.ta be
—or bad.’ ’!‘he reSult A
he gets a hearing:®"
With Mansfield’s pﬁ 5
age;, Bentsen moved: fom
the Finance Committee, was 3
named a year ago to»héadaf
the Democratic Se al’
. Campaign Commxttée
guarantee of speakl
. tations - and—
. exposure) and last’
asi chosen to give, the Dem
orerats”response to’ ,R3
-
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careenst nmv thau h X
generation ago. when he\*was
.in the House. N
His goal was:not disgmsed i
" last November when some

%1600 people ‘sat down -in -~

i Houstonr for “An‘ Evening
“with the Bentsens.” The vis- .

" ers were. :Sens.
Humphrey and

M 3us a scattefing of la-

?ibor leaders and such old-
time polmcal names as Abe
é 1%as; Thomas G. Corcoran

p Shivers—gave
&Bentsen a $375,000 political

@de 1974, the biggest of . -

Yany of the semi<declared
TDemoeratlc aspirants.

Like most of the others
hifl the Democratic swarm,
i‘Bentsen’s big job this year
ﬁhas simply been to get his

ty:-
Camlel’s Phlladelphla organ-
ization and Meade Esposi-
. to s Brooklyn orgamzatiorx-l- f

; ,E Talmadge, - and.

- chief promoter of Bentsen’s.
presidential quest is Ben Pa- -

burgh & _couple weeks ago
and plug a host‘:_-' of legser'

i tsburgh Some local re--
-porters ﬁgured Bentsei was'
_anxious_mot to- offegt: his r

Commissioner - Le onard
Staisey. a local Democratic
powerhouse who has no lik-
ing for Flaherty: But Bent- -
sen_said later it was just a .
~ “slip-up” on his part.

The advance man and’

lumbo, a brassy but effec- -
tive 36-year-old New Jersey
pol, cecruited from the statf
of Sen’ Harrison A Wil
liams Jr. (D-N.J).

But - backstage at Bent-
sen’s Senate office is a real
Texas operator, Loyd Hack-
ler, who was a staff assist-
ant in LBJ’s White House

-and has a well-earned repu-

tation as one of the coolest
political intelligences on

3 _- :Dale Bumpers ar 2 . e

£ hopefuls, Bentsen has a:gpe-
:¢ial; problem Jof- being ‘Sure:
Lthat he does.- uofn beeom
fldenuﬁed as “another LBJ:

- 6ther - Démocratit :and >

,maJor ‘fund-raiser to.

~8ociate says, !
“‘run if he thmks he’ll'1

.. Capitol }ml And back in '-'_x

8
has plainly been en
by his year of exp
and tentatlve plans

a blgger staif op_era,
975, o

formal decision until: 7early
next year, and a long-tlme ag-
“Lioyd Won't’

diculous.”
complicated by the - ﬂrct\
his own Senate seat is:
up for brabs in 1978/3111{
most of his Texas friends
think he can win the Senate 3
nomination in May:; of that §
year, even 1f he!

: cOPY CARTER | IBRARY



. h,e halls would rock with hyste-
8, apd Paul McCartney would sing
part Justily, but his eyes always’
degdpén still points in the bed-
IHe iwas always counting the

| e hard-eyed PPaul
1. Cartney of the Democratic pnesldentml
crqmble the embodiment of self-pos-
di’,ealculation in the midst of
aosz Slender impeccably groomed,
ey mdlptes — perhaps a bit too effort-
“lessly effortless superiority. He
lides/across the Senate dining room;
mmgly without denting the rug. Is
" he light on his feet, or just light?
N Bentsen is a rich Texan, a former
1 orter of Lyndon Johnson, and a
Y¥riend of former politician John Con-
dfﬂly 1These 'are sins not easily expl-
ted in  today's Democratic Party,
vhere the leftists think Just bemg a

ocxation So Bentsen is bent’ on
“Myoving, by his demeanor and deeds,
g hat he is not like those swaggermg,

f”ﬂ His Senate votmg record, like hls
“fpanner, isa model of carefully crafted

e T ent submarine, but against ac-
) ,r‘am development of it. More. un-

L rnrbiu he helped draft and pass .
Bl _‘ns lﬂterests and abilities
“with the nation’s anxietiés
i§ the eqonomy becomes the issue of.
% oitthe age: He is tonvinced that the na-
R tion's ;coanic problems are substan-
* tially, government management prob-
*.Jems,-So-his task is to convince, Ameri-
;i C *ﬁg’m that he is the candidate of mag-
; 'qump’lit competence not exciting hut
egessary.

. Ip four years in the Senate, Bentsen
1§ Atguired a reputation for serlous-
e,pp_of purpose and strength of intel-

,/,C »r flect bxmerymg wnh dmtincuon on two_

‘of the commlttees which, pr
' the Finance Committee an\d Join Eg¢

»But day, wi
. Amemans ma
vxous fact that
‘ "‘comlng more &4
" ‘oians are not,'hpe'_
Athmklng candi_
i}, person.” :

,." Bentsens grépf
‘Wilson, was Vicé

*'on the Know No hing'+
tlon about W1lsqn

,how the, Demoq;‘ ;
1976 nommee =z m

lee most’ of
\ nauon, Bentsen

f, prévent any cand 23191
to a first ballot VIth:y‘
tlon ‘The assump!

! a brokered nomiRa
kerg will be thﬂ‘_{@

. . goodt. old day,
i were called p
officials ke

\lyn Peter

ovide. m
scope for sophisticated , intelligen

, anj; l@eausm
nomic Committee. He 'and- uck- ”” "ahl i qni\ower),
ley (Cop. R-N.Y.) 0 (
most intelligent. senaat%;‘s elegt,
last decade. Bentsen's’ Tivals::
to sink him by publ;ol.;lng thq f
Aristotle said, that-the . way-a ¢gglety.

MW:J%A” \ ’ ‘tm
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kOCH'ESTER Qct lZ—-Wor
was circulating t
ernment building here yester-
‘day that Senator Lloyd M. Bent.
sen”of Texas was coming tol
an economic conference. It
right be a good idea, the em-
ployees were told, if they took
a_ few minutes off to help fill

_the little auditorium where
', was. to. speak,

"Who is. this. 'we’ re ‘supposed,
tq go.to hear?’ one secretary:
listlessly asked another. 3.

.4‘Some Southerner who’s run-

toid. -

: “Oh Jimmy. Carter"

the- flrsb' khowingly,” "~ ™
#That. icident 1Hustrates

niajor weakness in the 53-y

-4 Texan’s unannounced ¢am-!

i an for the 1974 Democratic' §

Prgsidential nomination i~ a
campaign- that will- probahlybe
made official easly next: iyear

after Mr.. Bentsen weighs™the| g
mdtter over the Christmag hol-| ¥

idays and decides whether; his
ckances: are. good - enougiy:
burn up: two years of. my
o;t .them.” =
"Well Known to Prog?

But the Secretary’s
Lloyd Bentsen is not. the?gn}y
way of looking at him, aml it
is a perception that is not!
shared by many Democratic,
professwnals The same man,
who is unknown to most of the;
eléctorate -has made himself
wall-known indeed . to party
wavywelght&

it is no accident, for ex-
ample, that within the last year
Mr. Bentsen has been the major
speaker at dinners sponsored
by. three men named Meade Es-
posito, Peter J. Camiel and
Richard J. Daly —the Demo-
cratic leaders in Brookiyn,
Philadelphia. and Chicago. o
~.Already, Mr. Bentsen has ac-
complished a good deal. He
came to the Senate only four
vears ago, preceded by the ex-
nectation that he would de-
velop into a typical Southern
Sourbon. He had, after all. de-
‘eated Ralph W. Yarhorough
L pnmary and Mr. Yarbor-
iigh ~ Nag- been,veperated by

iington’ Hbérals:

””Qé’?—:}g’.lﬁ-;
g e

fodt, o nEREnE =

—+

nlng for Presxdent." she-‘was 5

ito; ¥

Siiams - Jr. af New .Ierse'y‘
{-wben he met the Senator _trom!

T¥ron ti'm start;'he Has- viont -

a*féputation for centrism:(rated;
5% per cenf by a- conservatlwei
pressure group, 55 per cent by,
la>1iberal equivalent). He has|
appeared en national televxslonL
to offer his party’s response to
President:. Nixon on economic
issues. And he has made more

150 speeches”in 32 stats
%ght months. % -5
=< Vision of Tacﬂcian o

11 of- this has.been accomp|
©d by Mr. Bentsen’s hard

"Appeal to Liberals ™ ;!
He  thinks. he has. reached
those goals, and he is con-
vinced his man will prove his
appeal in the coming months
.to the “enormous number of
liberals now taking a more
pragmatic. view.” Like some of
the young technicians in Sena-
tor George McGovern's. early
1972 campaign, Mr. Palumbo,
has an inner fire that the cyn-
ics will not easily extinguish.

Mr. Bentsen’'s current opera-
tions are typified by his two-

to be sure, but it has

by the drwe and enthu-,

-'--who burns with-a

iDemocratic party, quyﬂ

Mx.:’. Pa.lumi;o, '-Whose
: nruly , hair and ith
rerqmd one of formeq

‘l’ve never been shaken’frqm

ho can- appeal to the electn-
te in every: section of the
country,” he said the othet:
day. “and that man is Bentser.
Palumbo set out ‘iohr
goals for this year: making M
Bemtsen a familiar figure to key:
Qﬂcal officials in the Democratic]
—the Camiels and Espo-,
s{es, but also those like Law-
regqce Kirwan, the Rochester
leader,. who are less Tamous;

‘poriers;  cultivaring mational.

Senator with economic lssues.'

-5 made possible. inlarge INe

Qhave‘

columnists, and identifying the:

day trip to Boston and upstate?
ew. York this week. Using, a.s
a; eblcle his chairmanshi

Senate Democratic (?afnn
Committee, he built the

.around another in a setjes

& md appearances for Dein-
it tit: candidates for the Ho(lse

sion. interviews, a. meet
ﬁlgf’"thh the editorial board
'of;,qm Gannett newspapers;
t dgch on energy pohcyr:ﬁ[
ran eis University.
7 W'batever the forum, he is
crué'gly turned out, the picture
a affluent businessman (in-
surance, hotels) that he used
the, t5:be: He uses his bass ovoice
to good effect; and he doesn’t
to shout to put a point
deross with emphasis. = vy
- He is one man with a pi
of editors, jamming his replies
to questxons with economic de-'
tail —“We can now gasify coali
for $1.46 per NCF [million cubic
feet], which is economically
sound”— and with detailed pro-
posals for modifying the oil de-

gettmg to know regional re- pletion allowance and pr0v1-|

sions for offshore drilling. !

With a political audience. on’
the other hand, his speech Ts;
often marred by clichés (“Dem-!
ocrats do thmgs for people,;
Republicans do things to peo-.
ple”), although he holds his!
:listeners with pace, techmque‘
‘and partisan appeals.

As he nears the second phase

~his- effort — the one where|
gg&mm have to ‘éstablish B;-:t"j

L

e mb’aﬁem

problems, 5.0

no 20th- century Southemet
who had not fxrst served _aa

sociations_of ofl, Stetsons,-Lyn’
don B.' Johnson:and brashness:

Mr. Bentsen’s reply: “Do- you
think I'm a 'stereotype? Do I
look like a cowboy? Do I sound!
like a Southemer"" .

£is uot and’ does nut,w

ple,:but it remaiiis .to

be seen whether that is epaughq

;,'m Lmust. Overcomy,

: g—lead of Senator y
n.of, Washingt th

iy .Fie w_iu be.compet AR fe

‘,‘5' 40 ~con-!

i liberals that e, unlike
ackson has left the co!d
:war behm

3 They ‘also - believe that- Mr.*
[Bentsen will benéfit from the
fact that he_uniike Mr. Jackson,|
lacks identification with either
side of the controversy over]
Vietnam,- that__left such deepl
scars-on the ¢ partyy
In the days when Vietnam was:
most divisive, Mr. Bentsen was
not in public office.

|
R

&
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WASHINGTON POST Wed. Nov. 21, '73
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Behisen_~».v_

Plans 76

. United Press Intematlonnl v

Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen
Jr. (D-Tex.) said yesterday he
plans ‘to test ‘the political S
waters during the next year to '
see if it is feasible for him to P R
seek the Democratic presiden: ’
u_gl‘nommatl‘o&in’ 1976, ¥RET ' S '
i Asked ~on :"the NBC v , s LA
“Today Show" about whether
he would seek the presndency.
Bentsen. said he planned to
spend the next year-campaign-
ing for Democratnc senators
and helping them" to ralse -
money. E

“Then at the end of the’ year
we'll see how we've done, and
then decide whether it is'a re-
alistic thing or not to do,” he
said. “I know the place where
a man can do the most for his
country is nvht down ‘at’ the
White House ... so we'll look
at it then and decide what
should be done.” .

Bentsen said he had no m-

.terest in being a candidate for
{ Vice President, : ~




Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen and his wife, Beryl, after the -Texas Democrat announced his candidacy for

By David S. der .
Waushington Post Staf{f{ Writer |

Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen Jr., a million-
aire. yesterday became the fifth Demo-
crat to announce his presidential nom-
ination.

In a formal declaration and press
conference in the traditional setting of
the Senate Office Building- caucus
room, Bentsen pledged an “energetic,

national” campaign including a “repre- .

sentative number of primaries.‘ but
said he would also file for re-election
to the Senate in Texas.

The most conservative of the declarad
Democratic contenders bv most yard-
sticks. Bentsen declared that “the para-
mount {ssue is economic recovery, and
that means jobs.”

He said he was the only one in the
field “who has the experience of creaa-

)’

;

A’saocin’t;_d, 8 L
President. 7

ing jobs”—a reference to his lﬁ-s;ear_
business career in. Houston, sandwiched
between three terms in the House and °

a return to politics in the 1970 -Senate
race.

Faulting the Ford administration as

having “bounced from: crisis to crisis,” ..,

the tall. gray-haired senator said. his .
‘own ~blend of private and publie ouf-~

7

2
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From A
.. ooks, Washington and non-
. Nashington viewpoints, and
- egislative as well as adminis-
; rative experience, is what is
»‘equired of the nation’s lead-

2 :rship in the last half of this
% urbulent decade.”

“— 'BENTSEN

. ng as an undéclared candi-
{ ate for more than a’yedr, us:
. ng his position as chairman of
‘he Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee to wvisit
¢ nore than 30 states. He said

Bentsen has heep campaign-,

~a liberal-folk - hero; Sen. ||

_Ralph Yarborough in an ex- |
_ceptionally bitter primary, and
then went on to defeat Repub-
lican George Bush, now ex:
.voy to China, in the general |
election. Then-Gov. “John B.
Connally-was a strong: backer
“of Bentsen in-both races. i
. Bentsen’s .personal : fortune:
was estimated at $2.3 million |
when he came to the Senate.

He said his holdings have
been in a blind trust. since

(1e had found “strong suppor- then but he voludteered to
{ -ein alllﬂ;eg e’;atihfz‘tsgﬁets’ fl:i‘;;' make public his income tax re-
t scknowledged. that most of the ;g "oy id.
i nore than $1 milflon he has gogat S arr;i
‘jraised since October of 1973~ rpf:
k 1as come from fellow Texans. f
n

me ‘rom | Congress at the same he
e B0, acnowledged 2% is running for the presidential

enty h Ut nomlination, Bentsen sald. he.
'with a smile that “T*find a few ‘.5 'golowing a- precedent es-

.more people in aizports tAkiNg yaplished by dJohn Nance Gar-
¢ quizzical look at'me..%~ a&fner and Lyndon' B. Johnson.
f I were someone they ought

.. ity :Despite their, examole, Bent-
4.0 recognize.” .
"+ Bentsen follows Rep. Mo

rris‘sen disclaimed any interest in
iZ. Udall ‘of Arizona, former

n;
e

L
i

ithe vice presidency:. = -

Bios - .+ -He told reportérs he.did not
1 ;0"' &;Ir‘:‘é“ysgmgegf ﬁGe(gir- .expect his wea th or his Texas
¥ )fabklaho;m ag.d Sen, Ha:em';g ba:_k groiundl_g) !l)g bamer:lz"htto ‘
A A nationai political success. -

M. Jackson of Washington into, ing that Kennedy. and~Frank-|
lin D.- Roosevelt ‘“were. much
.wealthier and yet. related to
the needs of peoplé,” Bentsen

"1 Democratic field that is ex-!
.Jected to number more than a'
{ozen by the time the first pri-
3n¥gea";;e:‘og§2;‘ig%ﬂz‘g: said: “It doe.;n’t makle anty tcllulf
i - “iference to the people of this
frony in the Senle, caues couniy i sou pronoune the
‘and a host of other hopefuls.;gffa“?}f er,’ or ‘erick,’ or
wiave made their debuts,| “'sg'tor his ties to the oil in-
showed slgns of the organiza-| gustry -Rentser-satd; =1~ am
-ional skill that have made i}, cenator who introduced
e, a7, i o g o Take e dple
A dozen fami y members, in-: g(;ljlo: "'conx?;:;ig’?yne ‘added.
:lqdéng his wife and t}.freefh'owever. that it should be re-
;fllélcer;r;-r ;:;ndch;*;re;r vy, ;g, tained for the small independ-|
h ) 'Cient operators.
‘ront of the room. A floral dxs-l Nevertheless, the Texas tie
’l?;- a water carafe and two!are recognized as a problem
e g, B B e Benae rgiation
: -.which is one reason its
.. med table behind the lectern. lrung is madee up of non-T .
pThe caucus room Was filled!ang Ben L. Palumbo, a Ne@
Shuding many members i 31 Son Haraon 1. W e
- IS ] of i of Sen. Harrison A.. : g
2uRe state’s: congressienal dele:| Jr. M:N.J.),, s campaignddfess: b5
jiZation, and from other stites: | e

fhey cheered his widely antic-
pdted announcement withsen- |

stasm.- < 0 . \..i"“_ g

Betitsen\ has shown' a -flair

3t national politics sineés. his
jneback in 1970, ' Yhen::.he| 4

: 284t a, liberal folk hero:Sen.|W
: "Ralph+Yarborough in an«ex-

1 ‘or national politics since” his:;
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By THOM ANDERSON’
Morniog News State Editor

'
]

words. -

the economy and self-doubt. :

N

Analysis.

"date for President in the 1976 election appearing in

dinner foc former (Jungressm'an W.J. Bryan Dorn.

i ‘nation. But we are acting like'a failure.

convinced that he is the man. - . Vo

oo gt L f

~'He has pliises as a candidate. .. -

PRIL 16, 19751-

g

‘Bentse

COUMBIA “- He looked a lot like Ralph Bellamy playing
Franklin D. Roosevelt in appearance from across the Carolina
:1:Coliseum floor and in his slow and careful enuniciation of

It was Sen Lloyd Bentsen. D-Tex.. the first an_nounced_céndi-

e

n

He sounded a lot like FDR. too. reassuring his listeners that
the country-is. not finished and that the main thing we néed is
confidence that we are going to come out of our problemswith

Columbia-

-

s

Monday for a few hours for the 69th birthday appreciation

!

* Bentsen stressed that **We are the world's most succe_séful

: - He seemsgo be keying his ‘campaign for the White House on
#. . {hepossibility that the-nation. shaken in its confidence in itself. .-

" néeds to seek someone who can cohvince the people we are on
' the way uphill again. He evidentlythinks the voters will bécome

‘Wants to

4 Heistal. good-looking and a good speaker. He does not sound

R T

i B s

too much like a Southerner. something that should Felp him in
other parts of the nation. :

" He has a background of fabulous success in business and at, ;
one time was the youngest member of the U. S. House Of,}},ﬁp‘ ‘

resentatives. ,, ~:'. . )

) .

. " Lo ; o @
He came back after retirement from politics to unseat en.

- Ralph Yarborough. an inflvential Texan. proving hispoder to -
\ A R

213,
L.

draw votes.

i

He also comes from Texas which not only has a big'and e
Q@

growing population. a big help for a national candidate. buthas
huge amounts of money. something that would be very helpful
to a candidate and to a party with the financial problems of the

National Democratic Party. - ‘

He also has an enthusiastic group traveling with mim ana a

" tall and beautiful wife who could have come from nowhere but

Texas.

A lot of red. white and blue Bentsen in 76 campaign buttons
turned up on the 1.400 people attending the Dorn dinner  and the'
South Carolinians like what they heard. Many were enthusias-’
tic at post-dinner cocktail parties. ’

~—

~
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Nation's

[
g

The senator outlined achievements of thé nation in eaﬂcation

Gordon Sinclair.

.\

In view of those things. Bentsen sald g

We have some deep
and distressing problems to corifront .

. None of them will'be

- and anxiety and fear We cannot succeed tf W'
Ives faljures.”

fear but fear itself.
The senator had criticism for Presidenit, Ford Em economi¢
January shook the confidence of the business communlty

He called the foreign policy of the nation *‘a personal foreign
policy " in which Secretary of State Henrv Klssmger wears too
many hats.

. ' . |

fmelgn policy. Bentsen said. and Canada and Latln America ’
need to be glven more attention. Py

Asked about Vietnam and possnhlhty of the (,ongreqq gomg
along witha presidential call for more aid. he said that the U. S
5.not been lacking'in support for the South Vletnamese but

space, technology and other things without soundlng at all hke [

. solved if we allow ourselves to be carried along by the. tashion ‘

: ﬁt!ﬂa
de('lare ourse- -

It sounded a lot like FDR telhng the natlon |t had nothlng to .

policy. saying his call for a tax increase in the fall and a cut in,

The Foreign Service needs to be moved ba(.k out front in-

2

: he noted they recently left a billion dollars worth of equipmenit
“ " inthe field as they fled advancing enemy forces. ‘*What makes
- “_ . S think they wouldn | leave another billion?"

X y
" He saxd Vietnam was a ‘tragic effort.” but perhaps Indonesia
isafree socnety today because of the U.S. presence in Southeast

[

’

- &

] thitk it is time we start acting like the great and successful
natiori that we are; time to acknowledge our assets: time. in
short. to balance the books and seek a true perspective on who

~we are.”

~ Americansin the pasthave always risen to the occasion when

times are tough' he said. listing the American Revolution. loss
of the national capital in the War of 1812, the Civil War. and the
(;reat Depressnon

He predleted Americans will respond o present problems
and overcome them “'if they are summoned by leaders who
speak frankly' leaders who are unfraid to demand hard sac-
rifices in clear terms: leaders who are willing to risk trying

some new |dea< '
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COMPOSITE of key indicators of future §
economic activity rose in June to 88.3% of |§
the 1987 average from a revised 9.5% in §
May, the Commerce Department reports.
(S;e story on page 3.)

Man of the Middle?
Lloyd Bentsen Tries
To Please All Sides

e o o
"He Sees Balance as Byword
- Of His Presidential Move %34
Critics See  Opportunis

£

By NORMAN C. MILLER
8taff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNA.

WASHINGTON—Sen. Lloyd Bentsen is{}]

moot.hly polished Texan who travels a ca ?”
, zigzag path that keeps him close }
e polmcal center.

His pragmatic approach has been high¥
uccessful in Texas, where the Senator says
is private palls show that 70% of the voters
pprove of his performance. Now the
-ealthly, one-time insurance tycoon thinks
8 gelf-described ‘‘moderate politics’ —
hich offers samething for just about every
g interest group and party faction—will
ake him the fallback candidate the Demo-
-atic Party can rally around once all the
her presidential hopefuls kill each other

Obvxously, the 54-year-old Senator is
aying a long shot, perhaps giming mainly B
. dealing his way onto the ticket as the vice
esidential nominee. But in a field in which
» one but Gearge Wallace is running well,
smocratic professionals aren’t writing off
e chances of a contender who:

—Already has raised over $1.5 million to
'wer hia campaign, putting him behind
ly Gov. Wallace and Sen. Henry Jacksq

‘the money game, and far a.head of LN
jer declared candidates.

—Has an excellent-chance of lockin
ﬂbig Texas dalegation as a barg
in’a' broliered capvention, which
sinonrats -arsicipate. ;

-—Hus managed to’ sausfy vital lntere

r‘mﬂ‘b\lﬂh’xesabyﬁalamﬁmad-
ey jot . Tabor-backed - obersation|

lgas



advocates permanent income ta\ cuts pri-
marily for low-income persons, but he also
favors cutting capital-gatns taxes. He sides
with labor and other liberals on the need for
public-service jobs and expanded public
works, but he votes against food stamps for
strikers and for relaxing job-safety regula-
tions. He votes against busing to desegre-
gate schools. but he favors extending fed-
eral voting-rights protection to the Mexi-]
can-American minority. |

Sen. Bentsen denounces Henry Kissin-
ger’s ‘‘outmoded’’ diplomacy. saying there's \
too much emphasis on Russia and China. i
but he also says he would continue detente :
efforts while spending more time improving|:
relations with Europe, Latin America and|
Canada. He takes potshots at the Pentagon. |,
opposing some projects like the Trident sub- |
marine. But he basically supports mcreas-
ing defense outlays.

The question this neatly balanced polmc:
raises is, what does Sen. Bentsen ’undamen-v

The Senator’s answer: ‘I approach no iss
with some preconceived ideological vie
point. I ask will it work? Will it be effe
tive? Will it be equitable? Can we affo
it?"”

Erstwhile Conservative

He also thinks this pragmatism is exc
nt politics. ‘I think peoplie are tired
rned off by ideological solutions,” he sayd.
e other (Democratic) candidates ay

-'t%fying to move into the middle,”” he a
fﬁxth a small smile. “I don’t have to. I'm
"ready there.’ Y-
[» Mr. Bentsen wasn't always in the middle.
ﬁi 1970 he ran a stridently conservative pri-
‘@fAry campaign to upset the liberal incum-
hent, veteran Ralph Yarborough. Since
en, however, he has successfully courted
any labor leaders and other liberals who
a first were bitter about the Bentsen tactic
tying Mr. Yarborough to Vietnam war ri-
‘Blers.
& “Basically, I think Bentsen has made a|
A1 gY record in the Senate,” says Oscar
M Yy, a state senator and prominen
Fexas liberal. Mr. Mauzy cites Mr. Ben
tsen’s advocacy of voting protection fo
Mexican-Americans and a tougher minim
income tax on the rich as evidence that th
Senator is “‘willing to fly in the teeth of th
Texas political establishment.’’

But some Texas liberals remain hostil
to Mr. Bentsen, arguing that his balance|
voting pattern reflects cold-blooded calcula-|
tion for political advantage. "*As soon as he}
decided to run for President, he started|
trying to balance his votes so he would look;
like a nice moderate,’ says Billie Carr. the
liberal Democratic national committee-
woman from Texas. 'I'm afraid of some-
body who is in nobody's camp. It means he
isn't committed to anything, and a person
with no commitment is a dangerous person
to put in office.”

i & In Washington, Mr. Bentsen’s Senate col-
\.e es give him high marks for intelli-
'gg:: and hard work but say he is a pleas-
éltly aloof loner who is hard to know—‘‘a]
gray man,” in the words of one Senator,
-Some liberal Democrats believe that h
makes decisions much like a computer. ‘““He

Please Turn to Page 23. Column }
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the Senator’s presidential ambitions B
vate his political balancing act. ‘So wi
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Some Bentsen adsociates readily co
demands one. “What do you expect :-:_
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dates are doing?"

Seiling the Pros ESSTnT k
Creating an image of moderation ifishads \z i
essence of the Bentsen political stra égy 3
Unlike some other little-known candidates,
Sen. Bentsen makes no pretense of ﬂxpeu v
ing to break out of the pack and swee p ’ ;
primaries. He is concentrating on “sell ;
the party pros’’ on the idea that he wouid
an ‘‘acceptable and electable alternatis
they could turn to as the candidate of 2 ©
kered convention, says one Bentsen advis
Thus, in a party often rent by passion
warfare, Sen. Bentsen sees his bland
rather bloodless politics as an ultimat:

:>- Sen. Bentsen is having some suc¢

traction. S I
terday, for example, a varied grou 2-

the Texan. “Sen Bentsen possesses e
: .d of thoughtful and practical leade s—.p‘

‘Republican trickle-down" economics.
hai we need now is an economic equiva-
mt of war,” he declares. ‘‘We can do
aceful battle to rebuild our cities, to re-
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are our public transportation, to explore §
.provide new sources of power. The list |

g{is ‘alpiost endless, and the jobs are there.
(waitng, by the millions.” ;

¥ er subsidies for public-service jobs ;
\%:lic works wouidn’'t be inflationary. 1
ntsen contends, because industrial ¢

'Mon is so slack -that the overriding
i .ja.for more fiscal stxmulus Although

e or tells an interviewer he has in
n’ﬂndm “moderate’’ immediate increases
efleit: tinancing.
: al Savings Credit
ot Dhe. Bentsen program also involves
altﬁaﬂ‘ay of expensive tax reductions. He
B\&ported a $13 billion package of per-
magieng fcome-tax cuts for individuals. He
w give parents an annual tax credit of
Wtor estabiishing “educational sav-
mgS gccounts (which he also estimates
would merale $9 billion a year more for
mortgage 1gndmg by thrift institutions). He
advocates’sharply reduced capital-gains
taxes’for long-held assets and a quadrupling
of perm¥ssible capital-loss tax deductions to
stimulate investment and capital liquidity.
Thus, while Sen. Bentsen has advocated
repeal of about $3 billion of business tax
breaks and has voted to eliminate the oil de-
pletion allowance for the major oil compa-
nies, he i early in tune with big businesé' 3

e
Texas. 5“‘ Mr-‘ Bentsen long was a mem,- !
ber of tig !st’on business estabhshmeﬁ‘h{

PSSR 000 in 1974 to help get Bsl |
: according to a Commoui-
@-financing analysis. Z_ [
¥én. then, has managed °
bridge tiYiarests of big business and big
suggests. too, that he feels

big and expanding govern-
ment, 3 HO0s ‘I'e cites his business-execu-
tive exp lite s evidence he could man-
age the .cy better. He isn't a poli-
tician A?c 'ates basic changes in the
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"?Beﬂw APPLVE Jr. -‘l 3

' Special to The New York Times
+ MONACA, Pa. — As a busi-
essman and as a politician,
enator Lloyd M. Bentsen Jr. of
Texas has always tried to look
at " himself and his . prospects
fvith'a certam hard-eeyd’ real-
fsm
4 Having spent the first six
months of the year in back-
breaking pursuit of the Demo-
cratic Presidential nomination,
traveling more than 300,000
fniles in 4 Ostates. Mr. Bensten
has reached some conclusions
different from those of most
pf his rivals, mcludmg the fol-
lbwmg
] ¢ GHe still is not very well-
known to the public outside
Fexas.
* 4The new campaign finance
rules make impossible the kinds
¢f news media spending neces-
sary to achieve instant recog-
lzition ‘across the nation.
: GHe had better settle for
,vplckmg his spots . and hope to
put himself* into”.the " conven-
‘tion with enough delegates to
insure a seat at the bargain-
ing table if a deadlock develops.
¢ “If 1 had the money, if I
Were permitted by the law to
raise it and if I were permitted
to spend it, I'd go into the big
ihdustrial states and buy mas-
sive TV,” he said the other day.
‘1 don't, so I think it's smarter
: lo husband my resources and
stay ‘the course.” :
. Present Plan
+ That means that Mr. Bentsen
will avoid the first three pri-
_inaries (New Hampshire, Mas-

t—— 4 _Clanida)__and

z‘sen Takes Look at Cam

paign Problems

Associated Press

Senator Lloyd M. Bentsen

know it's possible that some-
one can build enough early mo-
mentum so that [ won't get my
chance later. I'm betting that
that won’t happen.”

_ Mr. Bentsen, an urbane and
conservatively tailored million-
aire, thinks he can do well
enough.in a few Northern pri-
maries, in caucus states such
as Oklahoma, Louisiana and
New Mexico, in California and
in Texas to go into the con-
vention with 350 to 400 dele-
gates, better than 10 per cent
of the total,

His day of reckoning ‘will
come against Gov. George C.
Wallace of Alabama in the Tex-
as pnmary on May 1, If he loses
to Mr. Wallace, he is througn,
and he concedes as much. If
he _beats_Mr. Wallace soundly,

sen's, and it depends on the
failure of many candidates (o
win a first-ballot nomination
and on the theory that Mr.

Bentsen would then seem a

likely alternative, rather than,
say, Senator Hubert Hum-
phrey of Minnesota. In other
words, Mr. Bentsen would have
to convince hundreds of dele-
gates that he should be their
second choice, even though he
is only a first-term Senator.

Not many professionals think
there iss much chance of the
strategy working. One who
thought it far-fetched was Ben-
jamin F. Palumbo, a kinetic
New Jersey operative who
managed the Bentsen campaign
until last month, - thepn . quit
when it became apparent that
the Senator was not willing to
.make an all-out effort in such
istates as New York and Massa-
chusetts.

In Massachusetts, for exam-
ple, Mr. Palumbo had lined up
Kevin Harrington, president of
the State Senaie, as a chair-
man. But Mr. Bentsen was un-
willing to go through the series
of meetings with the state's
dominant liberal groups that
Mr. Harrington felt absolutely
necessary to victory.

Texas Base

Mr. Palumbo has told friends
since leaving that he was also
deeply troubled by signs that
the Senator was unable or un-
willing to-escape from his Tex-
as base, with its overtones of
oil, Lyndon B. Johnson and
John B, Connally.

Although he stands third in
the .money- raising sweepstakes

VTl na_nanmd_Mr_

has announced that he will op-
pose . the Situs picketing bill,
which would grant broader
rights to construction workers,
reportedly because he promised
Texas contractors that he
would do so during his 1970
Senate campaign.

Labor officials -are dismayed
bv his stand on the picketing
bill. Yet he was oge of four
Democrats invited to speak to
the American Federation of La-
bor and Congress of Industrial
Organizations convention re-
cently in San Francisco. And
when the labor leaders here in
Monaca, an industrial town in
the Ohio Valley northwest of
Pittsburgh, asked the state la-
bor federation whom to invite
to their annual dinner, Mr.
Bentsen was the choice.

‘The Senator was character-
istically low-key in his speeches
here and in California, but his
resonant speaking voice held
his audiences. He had mastered
the names of all the local pol-
iticians, and only his tendency
to use large words—*“serendipi-
tous,” “beguiling”’—seemed to
put his audiences off.

His message was simple: Eco-
nomic growth is needed; it can
be managed without ruining
the environment, and it must
include basic mdustry as well
as services.

“Let us refuse to listen to
those whose prescription for
America is to shut down Amer-
ica,” he said. ““Isn’t it funny
that the people who argue
against economic growth are
the kind of people who already
have enough?”

Emphasizes Experience:
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| Critics. with Democratic

;| sisted on"
'| provision, "
‘| helped tack on to emphasize

.| was designed strictly for Bent-
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By Bo Byers

Special to The Washing{on Post
. AUSTIN. May 20—Texas
Gov. Dolph Briscoe today
signed a blll establishing a
presidential primary election
expected to help U.S. Sen.
Lloyd M. Bentsen (D-Tex.)
win the lion’s share of Texas
delegates to the 1976 Demo-
cratic National Convention.

The ldw, which provoked an.
gry criticism from
will apply only'to 1976 and ex-
-pire automatically in 1977
A Texas Senate majority in-

the self-destruct
which - liberals

their view that the measure

sen’s benefit.

Bentsen endorsed the bxll
sponsored by |legislators who
worked closely with the sena-
tor's staff on the original
,house draft and a later com-
!promise when the measure
Iran into stlff senate opp051
| tion.
| Bentsen sandaTe\(aS delega-
{tion chosen by primary elec-
;tion would involve more peo-
iple in the election process
"than did the old system of pre.
lcmcl county and state conven-
‘tions.

Na-
i tional Committeewoman. Bllhe|
| Carr of Houston in the fore

Expected to Favor

liberals, |.

{front, denounced the new law

‘las a winner-take-all measure

that will unfairly benefit
Bentsen because of his fa-
vorite-son status in Texas.

Bentsen insisted throughout
the controversy surrounding
passage of tbe bill that it was
erroneous to. call. it winner
take all. He said the' public
was being misinformed.

The practical effect of the
law will be to assure all the
delegates in each of the state’s
31 senatorial districts to the
presidential contender who is

high man in the Texas Demof

cratic primary election. Re-
publicans will choose their
delegates by congressxonal is-
trict.

Delegate candiates will ap-
pear on the ballot with the

name of their presidential can-

didate on the same line (in

bold-faced type). The delegate|
candidates winning the most!;

votes will be elected to the na-
tional convention.

These- district elections wulz

determine 75 per cent of}
Texas’ national convention
delegates.

._.___..__._,

- - (,

1972 national convention call:
for selection of delezZates on’
the " basis of proportional;
strength of presidentiai con. .
tenders in their state. o

The Texas law also prow,ides}
a procedure for electing un,
committed delegates.

-All delegates committed to a!
contender would be pledged’
by law to support him until af-.
ter the first ballot. Their re-!
Jlease from that pledge would:
depend on the indicated:
strength of the candidate on'
progresswe ballots

The remining 25 per cent|
will be chosen by state con-|

vention by district caucusesin;
accord with state and natmnal
party guidelines.

Liberals threaten to carry:
the contest to the national’
convention, claiming that tne

\
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Bentsen Unlimbers
A Competence Pitch

By James M. Perry
Firom PiiLabELIIA

One Marine died. a handful more
are missing rand probably dead:. two
dozen are wounded. Never mind.
though. it was a victory at a time
when the United States needed one
most. This time. something we tried.
despite the fate of the Marines 1who.
atter all, are paid to get Kkilled, if it
comes to that). worked.

That extraordinary photograph of
the President of the most powerful
nation in the world gleefully shouting
the good news to his aides that the
Mavaguez. a rusting. 14.500-ton con-

tainer ship. and her 39-man crew had

been rescued from Cambodians really
is.worth a thousand words. We needed
a demonstration of

versity ol Texas rof course:. became
president of Sigma Nu. He got his law
degree in 1942. just in time to join the
Army Air Corps and marry a beautiful
mode! called "B.A."" 1or Beryl Ann. He
had a good war. flying B-24s and win-
ning rthe usual chest-full of ribbons.
When he 2ot home he was elected coun-
ty judge. the state's voungest. Two years
later he wais elected to Congress, the
nation's youngest. He stuck it out for
three terms. very conservative young
man ‘he once advocated dropping nu-
clear hombs on North Korea). Then
s"me say. he pgot bored and went
home. He says he did it to rear his
three Kkids the right. Texas way. In
fact. though. I think he went home to
make /21is hundle. '

He huilt a lijttle financial empire on
noney borrowed

competence and

from his family. He

this dramatic litt  Apnalysis and Opinion  put$7million in and

tle event—to be

took 830 million out.

remembered in
footnotes—gave us
a quick lift.

He staried with a
littleinsurancecom-

Something
worked. That's the
Joint. It's quibbling
{0 point out that
4Aarines  stormed
ishore  on Koh
tang Island to res-
‘ue Americans
'ho weren't even
here. It's picky-
vicky to point out
hat luck. more
han careful plan-
.in2. gave us our
‘reat victory. It
rorked. and that's
nough.

For poor Gerald
‘ord. almost noth-
g worked until
ne Mayaguez
teamed slowly in-
) the path of the
ambodian gun-
oats. The econo-
1y is a shambles,
Juth Vietnam,
ambodia, and
aos have all
illen to the Communists. Hopes we
ad nurtured for a peaceful settlement
\ the Middle East have evaporated.
nd now. as the dog days of summer
yproach, tempers all over urban
merica have begun to rise.

‘‘So give the man credit.”” says Sen.

pany called CALI-
CO. merged it with
a bigger insurance
company called
LincolnLiberty
Life. and turned it
all into a conglom-
erate called Lin-
coln Consolidated,
Inc. He worked like
hell and eventually
got to sit on the
boards of directors
of companies like
Lockheed and Con-
linental Oil.

Then he chucked
that and ran for
the Senate against
liberal Ralph Yar-
b:rough in what
even for Texas was’
one of the toughest,
. dirtiest races any-
body can remem-
ber. Bentsen, of
course, won. Then
he beat Nixon’'s
favorite young Re-
publican.  George
Bush, in the general election. He came
0 Washington again in 1971 and he's
had a good first term.

He’s probably the most eﬂici_ent sen-
ator in Washington. When he first.got
there. be hired.a management: consul-

tant th mala conce Af hic Asnn casttma
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an%‘ytiif?”rw%‘tﬁammg&lmié of declared”
cendidates for Democratic nomination
for President I have trled io introduce
in this space. “We did something
right.” Benisen said iast weex as Ae
zje'w Dack from Phijadeiph:a ini 3 smaii
private plane, *and i'm damn rappy
sbout it. for the President and the
country.”

Bentsen is the competence can_di-
cate. He’s the cool, smart, calculaiing
" Texan who says he can make things
run again. If he can make the Ameri-
can people believe that, I say, he can
pe elected President by acclamation.

A Classic Tale

Americans, we are told. have never
been so alienated. They trust hardly
‘| anybody, least of all the politicians.
**What makes them maddest.” says
‘| Bentsen. *‘is the failure of government
tv work."”

For Lloyd Bentsen, things have al-
ways worked. It’s a classic American
|tale. His grandfather. Peter. an immi-
grant from Denmark. settled in the Rio
Grande Valley before World War I, and
his two sons, Lloyd. Sr.. and Elmer.
took it from there, which is to say they
made a Texas-size bundle. It was easler
for Lloyd. Jr.. born in Mission. in th.e
Valley. in 1921. He went to the Uni-
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G he ic2 in Austin. The case work-
2rs 3re in Texas. not—as always in the
past—in Washington. '‘It's more effi-
cient.”” says Bentsen, ‘‘because most of
the trouble people are having is with
Federal agencies in Texas. Besides,
you can hire more people in Texas for

the same amount of money."*

He’'s one of the smartest too. He
knows about big business because he's
been a very big businessman himself. It
puts him a leg up on most of his col-
leagues, who wouldn't know a flow
chart from a parking ticket. His biggest
legislative success has been the pension-
reform bill that got through the Finance
Committee principally because of Lloyd
Bentsen's expertise. That was smart
politics too. People remembered how
¥ahoo conservative he'd been when he
was in the House, and they remem-
bered how he beat Ralph Yarborough, a
Texas liberal hero. Now. leaders of the
AFL-CIO in Texas go out of their way
to introduce Bentsen. their old nemesis.
at political rallies. And. as Sen. Henry
M. Jackson's relations with AFL-CIO
chieftain- George Meany have saured.
Bentsen’s by curious coincidence have
ripened.

A Welil-Organized Campaign

Bentsen's Presidential campaign,
not surprisingly, is well-organized too.
Among other things. J. C. Smith from
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, has developed a
computerized critical-path  method
{CPM) for the campaign, b'gosh. CPM,
developed by DuPont researchers. al-
I-ws all the thousands of sequences of
any process to be put In a computer;
warning lights are flashed whenever
one sequence is unfinished.

ComPac, a computer firm, handles
the CPM data. The computer has also
been supplied with the names and back-
ground of all the thousands of people
the Bentsen campaign has contacted.
Demographics and voting records for
the last decade for each of the 18 major
states the Bentsen campaign intends to
centest have also been computerized.
Other experts have been hired too, in-

cluding Victor Fingerhut, a media con-
sultant.

A Sizable Nest Egg :

It's all possible because the money
rolls in. Bentsen has raised $1.4 million.
spent so far about two-thirds of it. He
says he's already fixed to qualify for
matching Federal funds in those 18
states. In the cash-flow derby, he’s run-
ning third (behind Wallace and Jack-
son).

He and his manager. New Jersey's
hard-sell, feisty Ben Palumbo, seem to
know exactly what they’'re doing. One
thing they won’t be doing is wasting
their time in pursuit of 17 delegates in
New Hampshire’s first-in-the-nation
Presidential primary next March 2.
They’ll let Mo Udall. Fred Harris. and
maybe Jimmy Carter nibble that
raisin. Bentsen {s pointing for the Big
Apple, the New York primary that will
be held much earlier this time, on April
6. You need 1,504 votes to get the nomi-
nati-n, and New York has 274 of them.

Last week. Bentsen was invited to a

follow an otganizational manual, °
The service requests from back home -

are put in a big bundle -every :
- afte
at 4 and mafled. atr mat! speci:l.rgggg‘- :

Jeeerenussessscacsnrnaney

up to Pete Camiel. the boss in Philadé\ -
phia. at a cocktail party for Lou Hill\ . -
who's trying to beat Frank Rizzo for
mayor in a Democratic primary this
week. Thanks in part to Palumbo, the
c.ol. diffident, well-spoken Bentsen
seems to get along famously with these
old '‘dese and dose” pols. ‘I like
them.” Bentsen says. "'l really do.”

I doubt he really does. but he'll get
along with them if it means getting
along towards the nomination. Lloyd
Bentsen is a very determined man with
a very certain idea of who he is and
what he wants. and how to get it.

He is noi your ordinary rabble-
rouser. Forget those Texas stereotypes:
this is another kind of person. He's the
ccmpetence candidate, and we'll be
able to judge how competent he really
is by how well he does running for the
nomination.

If he's as smart and as able as ne
thinks he is rand as I suspect he is). we
may have something worth taking a
look at here. Imagine: a politician who
works.

When You’re New York City Bound

‘The Gorham s A
One-0Of-A-[Kind Hotel’

So says New York Magazine...and so
will you! H.N. writes—""We love The
Gorham! At last...a decently priced.
clean and friendly place to stay!’ All
Rooms and Suites have. ..

* RCA COLOR Tv
+ DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES
» DELUXE BATHS
+ COMPLETE KITCHENETTES

Rates start at $20 Daily, Single and $24
Oouble. fine Restaurant and Bar. Spe-
cial rates at adjoining garage. One
block from N.Y. Hilton. Information:
Write for colorful brochure. Reserva-
tions: Please call collect (212) 245-1800.

.

“Your Personal Hotel

HOTELED
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RE: SENATOR LLOYD M. BENTSEN:

Senator Bentsen is touted as a successful young businessman; a man whos=

@
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m b
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election would be good for business. He claims, or his public relation:©
firms claim for him, that he has made millions. out of the insurance bus:x

ness since retiring from Congress in 1954,

COP)

It is quite probable that he has made millions out of the operation of
the insurance company, which was founded in 1954, or thereabouts, with
Bentsen family vendor's lien notes, and some cash raised from sale of
stock in the company at $10.00 per share. The name of the company was
Consolidated American Life Insurance Company, -organized in the State
of Texas via the Insurance Commission.

The proof of the pudding of whether or not a man is a good businessman

is not whether or not he has made a personal fortune. The proof of the
pullding is whether or not the minority stockholders in his company have’
had z good investment. Consequently, if the stock which minority stock-
holders ourchased in 1954 at $10.00 per share has now increased in value,
or sufficient difidends have been paid thereon to give a fair return on
the $§10.00 per share investment, then truly he would be a good business

man.

The way to find out is to locate a stockholder who purchased minority stock
in Consolidated American Life Insurance Company at the time of its organiza-
tion in 1954 (records available at Texas Insurance Commission) and trace such
investment through all the mergers and orhter reorganizations which have
taken place since organization. Then see what you can bgpy the exact invest-
ment for todyyy today. The next step would be to determine if dividends
have bern paid to minority stockholders in amounts sufficient to account

for any lack of increase in value of such investments, or decrease in

value.
Reliable information indicates that such an investigation will reveal that

" no dividends have been paid on the stock since organization; and that you
can now buy over the counter for $600.00 the investment the original .

minority stockholders paid $1000.00 for.

Can the Taxpayers expect better treatment from a President of the United
States than the same man accorded minority stockholders in his company in

private interprise?
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By CHRISTOPHER LYDON
Special to Tﬁe New York Times

WASHINGTON, Feb. 17—
Senator Lloyd Millard Bentsen
of Texas is the fifth Democrat
to enter the 1976 Presidential
race.

“The paramount issue is
.economic recovery,” the 54-
.year-old insurance millionaire
_-told a holiday crowd of Texas
" well-wishers and reporters to-
' day, “and that means jobs—
Cjobs at decent wages with a
chance to fully develop one's
“talents.”

. In. a 1,000-word statement,
¥ delivered in the Senate Caucus
{Room and later this afternoon

‘in Houston, Mr. Bentsen pledged
i‘“to ‘restore the meaning of
i Alberica’'s two great promises:
~opportunity at home and moral
[Méadership.”

But he offered only general
outlines of programs and
avoided appeals to particular
constituencies within his party.

“His greatest strength,” said
Lloyd Hackler, his administra-
tive assistant who plans to
leave politics for private busi-
ness next week, “is the fact
that there’'s no front -runner out
there.”

_ Mr. Bentsen’s declared rivals
for the Democratic nomination
next year are Senator Henry
M. Jackson of Washington,
Representative Morris K. Udall
of Arizona, former Gov. Jimmyv

' Carter. of Georgia and former

Continued AE'P?ngE, Columan 1
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The New York Times/George Tames
. Senator and Mrs. Lloyd Millard Bentsen in the Capitol
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BENTSE OF TEX AS former White House appoint b4 ‘exgedted; that he would rurilday, Mr.: Bentsen
\ N Iad ments secretary. for a '

. | Senate term in!that he was not-distressed

A\ Mr. Bentsen said that he had:Texas next year, under the:the observ
ENTERS 1976 RAG 'found “strong support in al-isame state law that permittedi won oderat
“ ‘Mr. Johnson to run for the|from both libers

;’most all the major states [’vel [ peral
been into.” His aides pointed;Senate and the Vice-Presidency

Continued From Page 1, Col, 5:for evidence to a number ofi{in 1960. ;Stonal Tigures by their votég
_— second-echelon figures in Dem-| . 2d Place Ruled Out {“T guess all that leaves me g
Senator Fred R. Harris of QOkla-jocratic politics. who came toj ace ed Ou ‘represent is the people,” h;

He said that he would run:said.
in a “representative selection”| Having quit the House aftes
f what could be more than 30|three terms in 1955, Mr. Bent-
tate Presidential primaries next{sen returned to politics in 197
ear. It would be physicallyjwith a sharp but shortlived
nd financially impossible, heconservative image. He defear- 2-
aid, to run in all of them. He'ed, in turn, Senator Ralph W S
aid that he had not decided:Yarborough, a Texas liberai ©
hether he would run in the largely by associating the :n-

Washington especially for the!
announcement. Among them
were Andrew Miller, the Attor-
:ney General of Virginia; C. J.;
McLinn, a black state legisla-
‘tor from Ohio: Nick Venezia,
itreasurer of the New Jersey
Democratic Committee, and

dent before as an independeng:John Klas, the party chairman 1 I :
has indicated that he s eagefjin Utah. traditional opener in New:cumbent with the unrest of,

to run again. Senator Bentsen said that he;Hampshire. ithe nineteen-sixties, and then
But Mr. Bentsen’s backers/was in the campaign “for the] Asked if he would accept thejGeorge H. Bush, a maderate

see a lack of Democratic lead-lduration,” and added, “I|Vice-Presidential nomination at!Republican. :
ership deshite the expandingjwouldn’t have entered this race[the Democratic convention, he| In the Senate, however, he
list of Presidential entries. Theyjunless [ thought I was goingjreplied; % ‘should say not.” iseemed to choose symbolic
describe the Senator as an ap-|to win it.” He also announced,| Responding t0'questiéna: té-ivotes carefully to build a repu-
‘pealing contrast, not only to e memmated — -
‘better-known candidates, but
glso to public stereotypes—a
.Southerner who has not been
“associated with racial conflict,
‘a Texan who wears business
j8uits but not cowboy hats and
. does not sound like Lyndon B.
- Johnson. ,
2 Mrs. Robb Attends.
<z They also say that he is a
- moderate-to-conservative Dem-
-‘ocrat who disagrees with the
Pentagon more often than Mr.
Jackson does, a Senator who

homa,

Former Gov. Terry Sanfo
of North Carolina has said th
he will announce his candida
in the spring, and Gov. Geor
C. Wallace of Alabama, a De
ocrat who has run for Pres

tation as a flexible pra portawind?aﬂ profits tax on
‘He oOppos e supersonic the oil industry, he said, bqt.lﬁe
transport, for example, and ac-\wants a “plowback” p}-QVt§1\;n_ |
elerated development of the;that would let companies réin-}'
YHdent submarine.. |vest their earnings in explora:}
“He said today, “I supposejtion for new energy. -

spent most of his adult life
outside Washington—a man, in
short, who might unify the

. Democratic party because of

all the things he is not.
So far, however, even after

exploratory travels through|
. more than 30 states last year,|.

most of Mr. Bentsen's visible
support has come from Texas—
.-notably from the Houston busi-
ness community and the more
conservative wing of Texas
Democrats.

Mr. Bentsen’s announcement- |

reception this morning drew

prominent members of Texas's|.

House delegation, including
‘Representative Jim  Wright,
W. R. Poage, Omar Burleson,
Bob Casey and George H.
Mahon, as well as many figures
like Mr. Hackler, who were

cJosely associated with the late |
President Johnson. N

+Mr. Jobnson's-clder daugh-
£, Mrs, Charles® "-,'Rbbb'i‘.\sas
re, a3-was Jack-Valents, the

thede’s something to be-said for - :
having (the deatﬁ penalty] as a Support in Texas . }
‘detérren to crimes.” Special o The New York Times ; -
;. On military aid to South} AUSTIN, Tex., Feb. 17—Gov.
Vietnam and Cambodia, he!Dolph Briscoe and Lieut. Gov:
aided- with the opponents of william P. Hobby Jr. gave
President Ford’s request for ajwarm support toda.y to _Mr,
gupplemental appropriation of|Bentsen’s Presidential aspira-
saoﬁ-mmion. “At some point,;tions. ) B
iwe have to draw a line,” he.: The two leading Texas Dem:
said. ‘ocrats issued unsolicited state-
I On energy and oil -policy, animents to the press. Mr.“Ho_bby
'especially sensitive subject in;said that Mr. Bentsen brings
‘Texas, he said that he favored to this race qualities and quah-,L
eliminating the depletion allow-ifications too long absent"on the!
ance for the “major’* companies:national political scene.
on all production. foreign and! Mr. Briscoe called Mr. Bent-
doemstic, but not for inde-!sen “a new star on the hori-

pendent drillers. He can sup-'zon.”




I s' C ntwal
Qf Kissinger | |

n. Lloyd Bentsen (D-Tex.)
sgid last night that Secretary,
f. State Henry A. Kissinger:

wears “three hats” to run &

“one-man” foreign policy. and
it is-time to surrender two ol
: ‘them.

Bentsen., a potential candl-
date for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination, made a
broadside criticism of Kissin-
ger’'s conduct of foreign affairs ]
in a_speech prepared for deliv- | «

" ery 8t Georgetown University.
_ American foreign ' poliey,
“f} Bentsen, said, “has become
dangerously constricted . . .
- with an undemocratic emp_ha-
sis on secret diplomacy, per-
sonal negotiations and one- ;.
~ man authoritarianism.”

Bentsen said Knssmger
wears one hat as Secretary--of-
. State, another as director of,
- the National Security Councll *
“staff, and “unofficially wears a 7+
third: that of roving ambassa-
dor.”

“It's time for Secretary Kis-
singer to check two of those:
hats,” said Bentsen, because
“running the State Depart:
. ment is a full-time job for any-
man—even-a superman—and:
it ‘can't be done from a jet
plane circling over a Middle
East airport.”

There is need for a biparti- K
san foreign policy. Bentsen . )
said, But he added, “bipartisan
is not a Secretary of State, op-
erating in secrecy, making
" deals, and then coming to Con
gress and saying, ‘accept this
or take the blame.for failure.’

“The failures in Cyprus. in
the Far East, in the Middle
East, in Latin America. in
Canada, in Europe” and in
“the inter-relationships of the
world’'s economy,” said Bent-
sen, “are not congressional
failures. They are failures of a |
policy conceived and executed
without adequate - and proper:
. consultation with the Qou-
: ,g,ress. :

by

.
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Also Runs

Senator Lloyd M. Bentsen, an insur-
ance millionaire from Texas, has be-
come the fifth Democrat to enter the
1976 Presidential race. Unfamiliar to
most Americans, Mr. Bentsen stands to
the right of the party’s mainstream.

Of his declared rivals—Senator Hen-
ry M. Jackson of Washington, Repre-
" sentative Morris K. Udall of Arizona,
former Gov. Jimmy Carter of Georgia

ﬁl N.w York Tlmsloohmu
Senator Lloyd Bentsen

and former Senator Fred R. Harris of
Oklahoma—only Mr. Jackson is well-
known nationally. Like some of these
candidates and others held likely to
declare in the coming months, Mr.
Bentsen may in fact be aiming at the
second. spot on the ticket. (His denial
of any interest in the Vice Presidency
is viewed widely as the standard dis-
claimer.)

Some professional politicians are
skeptical about whether some or even
any of the announced candidates will
survive a relentless series of state
primaries that begin in March and con-
tinue through June, 1976. For the
moment, at least, Senator Jackson is
considered the front-runner. But the
contest in the primaries and in the
convention itself is likely to be un-

usually sharp. The impact on the Re-,
publicans of Watergate and economic

distress has made the

nomination the. most/deslﬁble ane inv.

cop
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E -in 1976.

¥ In the past 18 months, Bent-
f:sen has taken advantage of his
=yjob as chairman of the 1974
- Democratic Senatorial Cam--

- smooth, articulate and bland. = ™
\‘} V-

‘taten daland Aduanee

gBentsen decndes

STATEN ISLAND, N. Y.
D. 66,825 SUN. 65718

FEB171975 4/ |

-of Indlana,r;former Gov.’ -3
Sanford of North Carolina;
a number of _oth'ers. ;

wealthy Texan wuth more -Rio Grande Valley, Bentsen |
money than tangible ‘political  was ‘elected to the House at
_support, is becoming: the fifth the age of 27 but retired six
formal entry in the wide-open years later and moved to
1976, Democratic presidential* Houston where he entered
race. « business. . Li |
 Befitsen planned his formal - He became president of Lin- |
,annwnceme'_’lnat today at a pair coln Consohdated a large ﬁ- ‘
- ceptions here and in Houston, hbeld several malor corporate |
:: Tex. B st :ctorships. bef
" He chese a holiday, when, . iR8 politic thefm Senaie%
few other news events were li-- . face- i v
‘kelytooccur, toannounmhs p
> eandidacy in the Senife’ ;
-/Caucus Room, a traditional !
aunching pad for presidential j
.candidates. !
|

. Under a Texas law passed in |

1960 for the late Lyndon B.

Johnson, Bentsen will be able

* to run for both the presidency
srand re-election to the Senate

.paign Committee to travel
‘ﬁdely while making little ef-
fart to. hide his interest in the
presldaicy :

> He has raised more than $1
liog, - much oi it from

» e hopes to-appeal !
“to Democrats as a moderate
&S poilwei1 pér toriier. e ls “‘—«f—ﬂfi-‘-fm"«;‘-f;f”" :

is

5 The a4~year -old freshman ‘|
‘Democrat is a former
“member of the House and a |
.Jsuccessfnl businessman. |
: In becoming a formal candi-
”date, Bentsen joins Jackson,
-;Rep Morris K. Udall, D-Ariz. ,"
Hformer. Gov. _lunms._cmex
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen.
lLloyd M. Bentsen Jr., a_
‘wealthy  Texun  with more

support became {he
flftE formal entxant nto The

1976 Deémocralic  presideiitial
Y,

1race.
. “The paraniount issue is
economnc recovery,” Bentsen

said, declaring he would offer
‘his party and the nation ‘‘lead-
erghlp which is at once candid,
unafraid and positive.”

..Bentsen [formally unveiled
his . candidacy at a news
reception in
Washington before flying to
Houston, Tex., for .a second
‘news conference and recep-
tion. -t

In making official his cam-
paign plans that had been ob-
vious for months, Bentsen

money Ihg_Ltanglble political’

entsen A dds_ HiS W

cited his business and political’

background, including three
terms in the House.

“I believe this blend of pri-
vate and public . outlooks,
Washington and non-
Washington viewpoints, and
legislative as well as ad-
ministrative  experience ' is
what is. required of the
nation’s leadership in the last
half of this turbulent decade,”
the Texas senator said. :

Besides providing jobs to
pull the pation out of its
current economic recession, he
said ‘‘we must also restore an
economic system which
provides diversity of op-
portunity for earning a llving
and gives meaning to the
dream of Individual ino-
dependence.”

Sharply critical in reeent

O
speeches of Secretary of State
Henry A. Kissinger,
said, ‘‘We must have a foreign
policy which gives as much
weight to interdependence as
it does to military strength.”

" He said- the Repubiican ad-
mmlstraho o in Washingtoa
“has failed-to govern with ei-:
ther wisdomaor foresight.

Y41t 'has bounced from erisis -
to .crisis,” - Bentsen -added. . “It

has reacted to the- problemv

It is without
is: wnthput

of the momenl
specific goals. It
gensible plans v
 He chose ‘a hullday, when
few other news events were
lkely. to oCcur, to announce
his candidacy in the Senate
Caucus Room, a traditional
launching pad for presidential

candi 8 ‘
a-Texas law :passed

million,

[political

“ip 1960 for the late . Lyndon
Bentsen -

B. Johnson, Bentsen will Le
able to_run for both the
presidency and re-election Lo

the; Senate in 1976,
In_the past 18 months, Bent-
sen has taken advantage of

‘his job as chairman of the

1974 Democratic. Senatorial

Campaign Committee to travel
widely while making little ef-
fort to hide his mtenest in the
xesmency -

lle has ralsed more Lhan 31
much of it from
bist has less visible
backing than two
other Democrats
parable financial
Gov.’
Alabama and Sen. Hemry M.
Jackson of Washington.

Texas,

resources,

with com-{

George C. Wallace of.

SEN. LLovo«naNysg

.

Raps GOP Admmist!;q




Clhe News-Sentinel
FORT WAYNE, IND.
D. 78,484 - -

L dAN1 1975 ghe
Bentsen

. ByDAVIDS. BRODER <
T A Times-Post-Newsday Service . !
- WASHINGTON — Sen. Lioyd

'N. Bentsen Jr. of Texas has dgs‘f-i :
‘efded to enter the Democratie -,
pregidential race and is seekin
A idential primary. in hig..

‘ngers. PR .
! Washington sources. close 0.,

‘the senator told The Washington -
Post Tuesday that Benigen-
"'would announce his candidacy’:
in'six or eight weeks, Meantime, .
 George Christian, an Austin po-,

{ litical adviser of Bentzen's, said™"
‘a bill to give Texas a presiders—s
tial primary ‘‘will Probebly...
‘emerge soon after the start qf .
the legislative session” in mids
January. . : Pl
Bentsen has been touring the™:.
'country as an undeclareg presi-_
'dential hopeful for more than a

year, but Tuesday’s disclosure,,
was the fi t definitive word, -
that he has decided' to rum.
At the same time |t was

Sen. Henry M. Jackson, pD-.
Wash., are negotiating “for the
‘Purchase of network television *
[time for a Jackson arinsunces

ary. .
Two candidates — Rep. Mor-
ris K. Udall, D-Ariz., and Gov.

Jimmy Carter, D. of Georgia — -

ex-Sen. Fred R. Harris, DQkla., ..

to seek the first presidentia]l
|Primary in Texas ig the first

. In 1972, when Texas chose. its-

42Govern, D-SD., 41; Jaclgon,
.and BHmr candidates fivel

8, |

Omne state as.a test of strength™ |
‘with Alabama Gov. George G
:Wallace, D, and "other ‘challe-~;

learned that representatives of-.

is scheduled to announce on Jan.

ment the first week in Febry...,

Ihave announced - already, and:

The Bentser Camp's decision.;,

Step in the Texan’s Strategy to-
.defuse the challenge of Wallsce. o |

delegates by a _ caucugicons.

i
W

" Wallace f{g expected;b‘.\.be??;‘
ST 8gain in Texas' by 1976,
C- wiitle Bentsen ig not: pla;
i@ 4. tun as a regional cand§ > "

he" must establish his ability g}

Ay
beat Wallace in order to be tgc0%5
en as a serious. contender. :*1
Christian said the plan for 4 .-
primary had been discussed-:
 with Texag Gov.. Doloh Briscoey. .
"D, who is supporting Bentsen for - }
President, byt added, 1 don'ty; |
know if the gouvernor will Tecomys, |
-mend .i'tq as parg of his own m I
F=Robért Hardesty, Briscoe'sr.
‘preg f?cretary, gsaid ““tha? ‘ ‘ :
ET0AE {3 not committeq* o the'f;
ldee, - “but 1t could bugg upss

‘will be passed: . oo |
The’ proposa] under discussjon © :
would place the Primary on May~ ]
1, 1976, the same day that Texas " °
'Voters nominate candidates for~" -
Congress and for the one state-
office up in 1976, M
That would mean Bentsen =~
might be on the ballot twice that - .
day — once as g candidate for
nomination to the Senate anq*
again as g Presidentia] con-

Texas has never repealed the,.
Comton T 100, 200
electioq to. the ‘Sepate gt the,..
::gfprn:x%el;eu wu mnmng t?*:
o e e St tat Peagg)

Hal Wimary. in which g,
§ 18" Rdmes -are. Hoteel.

dates”
:m‘: 3

3

COPY CARTER L IBRARY




Belaware State News

DOVER, DEL.
D. 21,852 SUN. 25,348

OtC 5 1974

f%
fPres:denhal Cai
lnwfes 4, 000 to His Reception -

l\\\ibAb Ll'l‘\ (AP) -
§5en. Llovd M. Bentsen Jr. of
’lems rated the least
“Known  of the major
SDémocratic  presidential
r.,cumenders hopes to make
fthe” biggest splash at_this
f,lweek s party minicon-
p\entnon

&: . The Texas millionaire has -

winvited all 4.000 delegates,
“alternates.

\,.\mff members to a recep-
»lion Friday evemng

.In contrast, Rep. Morris -

,b .Udall of Arizona. the only
. arinounced candidate for the
5~'f<.!46 Democratic
prcsldenual nomination,

s AT e e

-bring
campaigns to the midterm

reporters and-

76 gets serious here today.
The wooing of delegates
by at least five potential
presidential hopefuls starts
I earnest at the party's
charter conference. - e

Udall. - Jackson and
Bentsen were scheduled to
their embryonic*

convention late today, fl){r
in from Washington -
Also due in this aft; e
‘were Govs” ' George’
Wallace of Alabama-
Jimm Larter of Ge

-clearly the most. visiblas
“here. Signs proclaiming,-

meetings for delegates with

e, Fladtme e

ndi

Hutel lobby. convention
headquarters. Both have
booths at convention hall;
hospitality suites and people
working the delegations,

tatking up the. buddm8"
‘candidacies. . ’

Hentsen, 53, is servmg hlS
first term in the Senate.
sserved four terms in
use before deciding
1% seek re-election in

!
|
them adorn the Mueh/lebach J

ife Benfsen

- business

2 "He lhen enter" L b

>
x
% i X

e
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business in Houston and S

became . president of a fi- -

nancial oldmg company.
He is known in the Senate
for his suave style andL"

Bentsen. takes moderate E
positions arYmost issues; His?
unannounced  presidential’
candidacy: -is - generallyz
considered to. appeal’toithe:
same kind of voter B
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Washington .Bureav of TM News
WASHINGTON — Sen.
Lloyd Bentsen, D-Texas, has

- demonstrated a “firm and
open commitment to the
sprit . . . (and) a firm ad-
. herence to the letter” of the
-existing campaign spending
law, a Bentsen spokesman

said.
The comment was made
40 response to criticism

Bentsen' |

tions before. the new limit
becomes effective.

“THERE IS NO limit un-~
der existing law,” " argued
Bentsen’'s spokesman. Bent-
sen is out of the city and
could not be reached for
comment.

“Sen, Bentsen hus been in
the forefront of the drive
for campaign reform legis-
lation,”” he continued. *‘In
1973 he authored the amend-

. from Georgia Gov. Jimmy —ment (which. was not ac-
©Carter, Who Said on the cepted) tothe Senate ver-

~«§reet the Press’” television
program that Bentsen and
. Sen.
7 Wash., were committing “a
: ltravesty"
i paign spending law which
- takes  effect Jan. 1.
. That new law will limit
_individual contributions to
- $1,000,  and Carter .accused
. Bentsen -and Jackson, who
- are unofficially seeking the

- 1976 Democratic presidential !
' nomination,. of violating the |
. spirit of law by going after °
- individual _entribu- |

" $3,000

sion’&f" Hie- recently-enacted
campajgn - teform blll which

son were
~“more than $500,000 each’

% BENTEN'S

limited previcusly -limitless .i
contributions to $3,000. And

he has voluntarily' adhered

to that limitation in all his’

fund raising since then.”:
Carter based his comment

on a New York Times story -

that said Bentsen and Jack-
trying

before the end of-ths year,
partly through- urgent last-
chance appeals. for $3,000
gifts from individuals and
$6,000 from couples.’

'who asked not to be’ 1denn-

-to’ raise .

- DeTnIotratic pr

spokesman, |

Henry Jdckson, D-.;

of the new cam<

o

,wuhout revealing. the idemti
“ties. cf the contribators:?:

fied, said he would “he zﬁ,
call. it a strenuous ef'ci;",
by the Bentsen- camp&}@
organization to raise m-ey

" before Jan. 1 but (harrraz:v

people are inquiring ahﬁm
making -contributions a:w
they are being told Be”m
will" accept . no. mdmgim.l
ccntribution of more o
$3,000.

.Carter, who has an-
nounced he will seeg_j?@;' ,

nomian , sald_on the teis
Vision mE rview- show -
while he is not accusmg e
senators of anything illegal,’
“their efforts are “equlvalenti
* to the same: thng Presxden:.
_Nivon did back.in April 1922
_when' . me’ rapidly. accumn-
-lated large sums: of .moey
to -finance his: campaign

Bentsen's spokesman “re-;
pled Lhat the - Texan has-
“made . Mstrrog s
“all conmbumms
ditures” g ‘his-
it S

campaiper
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Contlnued {from Page 1A
‘who was press secretary to
- President Johnson and a
: strategist in Bentsen's 1970
' senatorial campaign.

- It will be very difficult for

" him to have a locked-up

" delegation under any rules,

'“ but ‘a primary is probably the

" best way for him to show his .
" strength.”

b3 N

.-~ Christian said the-plan for a
" primary had been discussed
.with Texas Gov. Dolph Bris-
coe, who is supporting
Bentsen, but added, *‘I don't

RE R

"

recommend n as part of his
~ own program.
Robert Hardesty, ancoe s

governor is not committed™

to the idea ‘‘but it could build
-up steam fast when the

legislature comes back."

know if the governor will

press secretary. said ‘‘the

¥. Christian said the “‘odds are.
- pretty good’’ a primary: bill-
willbepassed. .12

ate and again as a pre51den-
tial contender.

Tex. as has never repealed
the taw it passed in-1960 to -
allow Lyndon Johnson to run .

[ for re-election to the Senate at

the same time he was running
for vice president. ’
But it is not certain that
Texas will have the type of
presidential primary in which -

- the candidates’ names are -

Briscoe - |

listed on the ballot. * ---
Bentsen's "advisers are

" divided od the desirability of -
: holdmg a‘direct™*‘beauty ¢on-

test™ 'preference vote, and the *
likelihood- is that such a vote -
would’'be advisory and non-

binding if'it is included at all. -

Delegates

The inclination. according
to both Christian-and Bentsen
sources in Washington. is to
set up a primary-in which in-

- dividual-national -convention

delegates. are elected:directly:
by the woters, -either:from -

each _of fhe 24 congressional. .

WASHINGTON pOST semcz

©WASHINGTON — Sen,
Lond M Bentsen‘ Jr.,
- D-Te: ed7tq.:

3 px;lesxdentlal-;race.
e:1S seeking.a: res ent
pnmary in his: A m

viser‘of Béntsen's; said a'bil} °

Mea.nwi;xle, Geo’l:;g' Chns :
ian, an Austin. polmcal ad- -

£ ¢ lo give TeXas.a: presidondiat:]

- COPY CARTER L IBRARY



T an: opportunity,. ‘according’” to

) By MAUR!CE CARROLL - l

“Senator Lloyd M. Bentsen, the
Texas -Democrat’ who has
Iogaed '200,000 miles traveling
through 36 states in the last'
'year as a'pre-Presidential candi- |,
‘|date, added 'a few more milesi
“~{on New York City’s slush-spat-}:
. ‘Ttered streets. yesterday. ending

-lat a party put’on by Meade: H:
- .{Esposito, the* Bmoklyn'D
aratic leader,. - ¢
" *Just meetmg a few of -hlS

friends,” Mr: Bentsen:said.*s" =
- For Mr. F.sposmo—who had a
“ Pad year 'in. 1974 ‘to- the point
.- that ‘his control -of the Demo-|-
U cratic party in’ the- country‘s

.. higgest - Democratic '~ :county

-¢ame under questmn—lt -was

Y local polijtician,-!'to show
- [jthat hes xn the Presxdentlal ptc-
B M, Bentsen IS expected to

. -ipictiire at'.a news conference in
’ jF-Washmgton on'Monday. :

' Sheehan, a Boston funeral di-
,rector turned political advance
' |man, one of -a cadre the Senatog
'+~ |has been building, Mr. Bentses
- |put in what has become for him

‘.;:. a typlcal day since, soon after|-
.--|winning election in 1970. he de-|

", |cided to make a race for the
+ | Democratic nommatlon fot
- |President.

".|broadcast interviews,

the Democratic party’s need for

“l"a man who can appeal to thejy

“\center,” to which he . added
i“and [ can do:it.”

A judicious man’ with:a bu51-_:' '

Mace himself formally in that);

Yesterday, - guided -by Paull

Senator Bentsen sat throughtjy -
gently| i
~|turning the discussion toward|¢

news cxecutlves and empha-
'sized his belief that “the main
thrust of my effort- will be
questlons mvolvmg the econo-
my.”
Al practlcal sort

he' sought

~out -the supremelv practi ical Mr:

Fsposnto and* his” friends.._Thé
party -for. him- last night was-at

Zithe “East - ‘Side ' apartment ‘of
.. |Kenneth’ . ngm,»

former
Councxlman Mr. Espostto ‘said

“.the was not endorsing Mr.’ Bent-

sen. simply . ‘making mtroduc-
tions. .
.Without a- hmt of boredom
Mr. . Bentsen' . said, “I've been
going like this all the time.”

He has turned up as a host
himself at such gatherings as
the United States Conference of
Mayors. meeting in' San Diego
and the Democratic minicon-
ventlon in Ka.nsas Clty Accord-

"00 speeches
states. .

%3

sen amended.

into .business _before returnifg

llberal establlshment for
Democratxc nommatlo v
Senator i

lished Mr. Bentsen m-the n&
tional news media as a consenﬁ
ative—which he says he is not.

“I'm not an extremist on

trum,” Mr. Bentsen said.- He
plans to-seek his party’s Presn-
dential nomination on: the
grounds that he is a man of the

e:eanpow of’ major

"l.;"fness background and' a. ready}‘.
. Comumand “of -economic -.statis:|;

) txcs. he ‘met.: pnvately “withl’

and v1snted '&4 ‘
“It was 36 states " Mr. Bént.l o
Electea as United States Red
presentative at’'the age of 2%.:-
from the Rio Grande Valley. he.:
served three’ terms, then’ wentf

to' polmcs to: defeat Ralph Yars-
borough, a man révered by &

.That, along thh his. busmess:;.'
and banking support,: estaba'

either end of the political spec-.

ideological center and - an*.éx-)
i [pertin: (he

BRARY

Ly,
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.while the two others, Repre-

‘have ‘already made t.hemselve:

,gcnmc Presidential nominatig

Jas ar irish Roman Catholic
{from the East and a big-state

three Democratic Presidential,

:hopefuls p ovided ammumtlom

for supporters of Governori
Carey who argue that the Gov-:
ernor, while admittedly a long
shot, has at least!

as much and prob-:

News ably a better
Analysis chance of winning;

a spot on the
Democratic na-i

tional ticket next year as last;
week’s visitors. One of them,|
Senator Lloyd Bentsen of Texas,
is scheduled to announce his
candidacy tod y in Washington

'sentative Marmis K. Udall of
Afizona and former Senatm'1
Fred/R. Harris of Oklahoms,

officially available for the Demf.i

AR, three were politickingi
i York last week andii
g tepid receptzon here is any;
dimtlon of their strength;
-have a lon;z way to go
Jace on the national ticket=
‘2 second place.
- A Tiekex Balaneer =

i3 the other hand, Govem
-wy, even while professmg 01
2 of interest in a natmnal
candidacy, could lay claim %ol

suzstantial support at least ﬁi:
New York, which will have
nezriy 10 per cent of the delesl
gates at the Democratic Na-!
tiona! Convention. In addition,,

Governcr, he would also bal-
ance most of the Presidental
hopeiils, declared and other-
wizse

T problems of the other
+ candidates were evident
in th=ir politicking here. Their
sche:iules were heavily larded
with midday radio and tele-:
vision talk shows and meetings
with newspaper, radio and tele-.
vision executives and political’
contributors who weren’t asked.

{to contribute at this point be-,
-lcause the response might be:
-lembarrassing. Meetings with the

politicians who have the votes
at the national convention were
few and perfunctory. The can-
didates generally had time on
their hands.

‘Several incidents last week
meﬂmr illustrated the problem
of unknown candidates who
have to.start campaigning 18
months in advance of the
Demuaanc National Conven-

f’af.c;m‘e'r ‘#nd " seemad to find it

fthe last minute to attend a
i|Senate Fimance Committtee
|meeting in Washington. He and,

\fSenator Bentsen, who wa;
referred to as ‘“Benson” more
than once, had to cancel Wed-
nesday'’s entire schedule here at

other membe s of the commits
tee had been criticized for thedr,
absence from a committe
meeting the day before. y
N On Thursday, the Senator
seemed like a lonely figure af
an East Side cocktail party
ostensibly in his honor. New
York politicans there spent
most of the time talking to one
another and seemd to find it
difficult to make even smail
talk  with the Texan in their
midst. o
. Representative Udall, who,
was booked into a TV t lk
show as a last-minute replace-
ment for Senator Bentsen,
traveled through the snow f om
a downtown appointment to a|
Central Park West studio only"
‘to arrive too late to get on,
e amaing. e bacaase.of

running -late. use o
the missad"a meedng

ebmmanT:Famck I Cunning-
ham, because Mr. Cunmngham
couldn t wait. :
" Mr. Harris announced the
-start of his New York campaign
at a meeting of about 150 sup-
porters at the McAlpin Hotel.
That's probably a bigger crowd
than Mr. Bentsen or Mr. Udall
could draw at this stage here,
tbut. there were no major New

’York poliucians prgsent a the

~Cdrey]
stayed in Albany ‘and his aides
and political strategists say
that’s where- he'll stay for at
ileast the first six months of
his administra ion, and prob-
ably longer.
None of these Carey allies
laim to have any inside in-
ormation on the Governor's:
tentions but most of them
resume he would welcome the!
residential or V1ce~Presndermd
nomination next year. SR
“I don't expect Carey to r\m
for the national ticket,” said’
an adviser, adding: “It's very
simple; he has to be an excel
lent Governor and then a nom:
nation might come to him.”
' “If he does well as Govei'nﬁt
he can’t avoid being a fiv
date,” said a high Carey admmifi=
istration official, ticking - &éHf
such political - plusses<¥as
e bar the Rockofaler orgio
t the eller organ-
{zatién, good’on Watergate re-
farms, a brokered convention,
a big-state delegation.”

|
giAlex Rose, the Liberal lead-
¥ fho-advised John V. Lind-
rtagainst a premature” bid
w the Presidency and againsi

¢ !er Carey does. stay home
_concentrate on bemg Gov-

there are no lack of!
eralds to pass the word:.to
politicians across t.he country
of any Carey governmental mc-
cesses New York is the come!
munications center of the na-:
tion so that the exploits of
politicians here command at-
tention nationally.

In addition, at least three
key Carey advisers have ample
national contacts—Mr. Cun-
ningham and former Mayor;
Robert F. Wagner head the im-
'portant site-selection and com-
pliance committees, respec-
tively, for the national convens:
ion and David Garth, the media;
xpert, has had politicians from
ew York to Los Angeles as
llents
- What it all adds up to is that
‘orm nce as Governor is the
y to any Carey national stra-
The Governor has to do
hat he was to- d(r-mn the

— if he is to have a
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Polltlcal Watersfor 1976"E

Speeches, Travels

* Designed to Surmount Unfamiliarity,
Jackson Lead and Texas Origin

and Mectings Are

'
i
f

'ROChEST"R‘ Oct. 12—Word’

was circulating

Biwu-: Ir.
{Ard TNmeos

through a gov-: 3 lepL.taunn [or conir

S>ecal to The Ne

l‘a has woan

rom {hat stari, _
am (raied

ernment Hu..dmg nere yester-137.per cent by a Lmswnu.u

{day tihat Sena:or Lloyd M. Bent-: P

sen’ of Texas was coming :0:
an economic conicrence.
might be a good idea.
ployees were told, if theyv took:
a_few minutes off to help
up the little auditorium whe
he was to speak.

“¥Who is tiis we're supposed
tQ go to hear?” one secretary
listlessly asked anotner.

~*Some. Sociherner who's run-
ning for President,” she was
wold.

**Oh, Jimmy Carter,” replxcd/c‘gsm of Ben Palamno a

e .1rsL knowm"l)

‘That iacident mumrucs’thc
majpr weakaessdi-the” 53-year-
old Texarr's unannounced cam-
paign for the 1974 Dcmocraiic
Presidential rorgination — a
campaign that will probably be
ﬂ..de official eardy next ycar
- Mr. Bentsen weighs the:

'+ over the Christmas hol-’

_md decides whether his!

‘s are gooc

5 two years of my life:

» soam
H .

(ST

- Weil Known :0 Pros
"Eut the Secre:ary’s view
"loyd Bentsen is not the oaly
vay of lookirz at him, and it
S a perccgiicn thal is not
‘nared by many Democratic
srofessionals. The sameo man
~ho is unknown to most of the
‘cctorate has made
celi-known  indeed
.23vyweighis.

It is no accident,

to party;

for oX-i

mplc‘ that witnin the last vei lr|

r. Bentsen has beea tie mn.nr
yeaker at dianers sponsorcd;

¢ three men named Mcade Es- | [t rence  Kirwan.

asito, Peter J. Camiei and;

iichard J. Daly —the Demo-|
Brookiyn '’

ratic  lecaders in
‘siiadelphia and Chicago.

-Alrcady. Mr. dentsen has ac-
smplished ‘a good deal.
ame to the Seoate onlv four!

2ars ago, proceded hy ‘he ox-i

~ctation that .u wtiid m"
clop into a vpical sSouthern
Surhon. He had. arter all de-:
rated Ralph W. Yarharouzht
v a primary. aad Mr. Yarbor-i

had bheeon

Lol
icn

sm.

the em-1t0 offer his party’s
! °re<ment Nixon on

xl“.‘
ere, thadrf 150 speeches in 32 states

EPOU""I "lOl .E“slel’l o

himseif, -

Hel- Sc'1ulor with economic

venerated hy
‘ashington iincrals as a pa-
on saint of Southern popu-

ressure "I")\JD 55 per cent u\.'

a~liheral equivalen L) K~ has

It appeared on nalinnal television

response to
2conemic:
S3Ues. And he has made more

in eight months.
| Vision of Tactician
1l of-this has hcen accomp-

v

.

"—\hpd hy Mr. Bentsen's hard
\\Nn. (0 he sure, but it has
-t . Iy - -

“@en macde passihle. in tarae

JiQasure by the drive and enthu-

)‘Fjﬁﬂld tactician from New
uerscy who burns wnn a vision
?\f “the Democratic party, Lloyd !
Rentsen and Ben Paiumbo in
k& White House In January,

T975. )
o Mr. Palumbo, whos2 inicn

’\.I) unruly nair and lmck
‘s'dices remind one of former

\eprdcmanve Allard K. Low-
. f New York. was work-
-'-;: for Scnator Harrison A

Ailifams Jr. of

I-vunen he met the benator [rom

T

¢l <1 2XAS.
i

~my convictinn that the Doma-

“I've never oeen shakcn from

Jerat who can win is the one
\\.tO can appeai to the ciccto-
“rale in cvery scction of ke
Jcountry,” he said the
*day. “and that man is Bentsen.!
Mre. Palumbo set our jour

"'-n.ils for this vear: 'Tl-lr\n]" S

r.L}

G
- Beiisen a h.mlmr HEFad
local officiais in the Dcmocral;c

pm”—the Camiels and Fspo-
LA
Rochesier
{G1310us;

.

7sitos, but also thase Like
the

! o leader, who are less
'C":C‘

!zeuting to know 1
iporters; gul_u_\:a__ﬂ: nitional

co)umnlsus and iden fv.n‘~ he

ucs.

t \
. \
.

:\’1. A

:’,.v &\
S

New Jevsev -

0:ncr

Appecal to Liberals
reacand

s con

AKS he ias
thase grais. and e ‘
virnced his man will prove his’
appeai in the comInz montns’
to the “cnormous number of:
~liberals now  taking a more.
ipragmatic view.” Like some m"}
‘ihe young icchnicians in Sena-,
ltor ‘Georze McGovern's eariy
119/.. campamn Mr. Palumb
inas an inner fire that trhe cyn
ics will not easily exiinguish.
» Mr. Bentsen's cur rent opera-;
viions are tvpified by his m\,.f
day irip 0 Boston and upsiaic,
|\L\ Yorik this week. Using as!
v.] vehicie s chairmanship of
!J]e SLlux.C Democratic Cam-’
ipaign Committee. he built the|
ririp around annther in a serics;
oi dechates with Senator Wil
!liam L. Brock 3d of Tennessee,;
his Repunlican opposite num-,
ber, and appearances for Dem-
ocratic candidates for the House
and the State Legislature.

But he was campaigning
everv minuie for Liovd, Bentsen

e U

as well. whether ia radio and
:e evision interviews, -a meet-
wiihi the ceditorial Dboard

the Gannett ncwspapers or
‘A spcech on encrzy poiicy ai
-Brandeis university.

i Whatever the forum, he is
crisply turned our, the picture
‘of the affiuent husinessman (in-
surance, hotels) that he used
tn be. He uses his hass ovoice
ta 2ncd cffect; and he doesn't
nave to shout tn put a paint
acrnss wiin empnasis.

He is one man wirlh a paned
of cdilors, jamming his ceplies
lo ques:ions wiih economic se-
tail —"We can now gasify caal
ior §1.46 per NCF [miiiien cubic
feet], which is cconomicaiiy
sound”— and with detatied pro-
posals for madilving the oi de-’
piction aliawance :1 Wil provie
sions for oifshore driiim:

With a political audience, on

the other hand, his sneech s
oiien marred by clichés (Deni-
ocrats da {hings Jor people,
Repunlicans do ..‘nns in pens
plv") aithouch e ho Bis
disteners with pace, {echnique
Yand partisan appeals.
i As he nears the second phase
1of his effort — the one where
he will nave (o establisih him-
rsolf with the puhlie—Mr. Benl-
!scn seems (o face two principal
,problems.

7

Sautherner From Texas

. Firsil ke is a Southerner, andi
neo 20th - centen Snumcrner
“wio had not served ay

Vice President

'— somctiing
'mnn'.'

Tl nnx

nas boeen nomi-
naied. Moreover. ¢ is a Texan
{hal excites in
De:m oc als negative ase
ciations of o.i, Sietsons, Lvn
an.. B. Jo‘ms\n and oraxhness
Mir. dentsen's rep.yv: “Do vou
I'm a i

siereniyae? Do |

siook like a cowhev? Do I sound

mosi people,

Jlike a Souiberrert”
e s uot and does nal, ta
bul il roMma:ns (0

e seen whelanr ital is erouzh.
Seeand, e wasl averconiy
lorg leaa of Senator Kenry

MLoJackson of Washinnien with
cwitom he will e compet.ing {or

‘raany of the same primary
voles,

i Mr. Bentsen and his staff
‘neiieve, aithouzh tihev are re-
‘Uctant 1o sav sn pubiicly, that
Senaior  Berisin  nas  vated;
against  the  military  ofien;
cenough (in a kf_“.‘ vate)

nried~Eeiente

et

TACraV 1o onn-
;""ACL finerais :aat he. u
Mr. Jacksor, nas .eft the cold

war henind.
No War Identification
They also bolieve that Mr.
B. ntsen will benefit frem the
fuct that he. yaike Mr. Jackson,
JackKs ldentificniina with cither

e of e Coniroversy over
Cootnam that o2t such deep
Sears On ihe TAlic Bty
S ihe davs 0IAam was
ranst SIvisive, . BCR{SCN wWas
S0t n pubiac ot ico.

New York Wm‘@‘é- OCs /4{, (Grp4f
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Politica

By Morton Mintz

Wailringtiol roat SLaff Wrie:

Candidates ond political
enmimitiees already have $24.3
millicn on hand for elections
in 1974—and even 1976 and
later.

One senator, (eorge Mcu-
overn (D-S.D.) has $213,272 for
his reelection race this vear
in Sourh Dakota. He has an-
other 5469.442 left over from
his 1972 presidential bid. Some
of that monev is to be used to
pay bills. but McGovern hasn't
said what he plans to do with
the balance.

Another se

I v

entsen (D-Tex.), has amassed .
5565 I6"'4:)——’ more tFan an§ of his
eclleagues—Tfor his next ra
Which (sn't unul 1976, sen, Ed-
—ward W Brooke (

war rooke (R-Mass.),
who doesn’t run again until
1978, has $352,509.

The figures were reported
yesterday bv the Center for
Public Financing of Elections,
on the basis of a study of fil-
ings as of Dec. 31 with the
General Accounting Office,
the secretary of the Senate
and the clerk of the House.
They supervise the election-fi-
rancing law that took effect in
1972

The center, a bipartisan lob-
bying group that commis-
sioned Kent Cooper of Cam-

EDWARD W. BROOKE

paign Elnance Surveys to
make the study, contends that
quick action is needed on re-
form legislation.

The codirectors of the cen-
ter, Susan_King and Neal
Gregory, pointed out that in
the final third of 1973, $21.6
million was raised and almost
$18 million spent.’ .

They emphasized that this
occurred aiter the -Senate, in
July, had passed a bill to
tighten the 1972 law with new
disclosure requirements and
limits on contributions and ex-|
penditures.

The Senate bill has been
pending in the House Admin-
istration Committee. [tschair-
man, Rep. Wayne L. Hays (D-
' Ohio), is also chairman of the
‘Democratic Congressional
.Campaign Committee—a
iprime source of funds of
IHouse Democrats.

A bill for public financing
‘¢4 most tederal eiections—a
.more drastic proposal than the
ipending bill—was approved by
the Senate Rules Committee
on Feb. 7

The largest amount of cashi:

on hand at year’s end reported

by a special-interest commit-!

tee, $1.325.423, was listed by!
the political arm of Associated
Milk Producers, Inc. Mid-

Coffers Already

-

L;,om ™ BENNEN
. each has more than 8300 000 fot the next (jme. :

34 s, 13

Amet(ca ﬁ)aﬁ'?mexln Inc ., ac i

counted :fos an additipnal
$306.957, and Dairymen, Inc.,
for $250,881. The three €ooper-
atives ga’_e 3427,500 % Presi-
dent Nixon’s- 1972 campaxgn
The Finance Committee to

Re-elect the President,-along
with .oné relatively minor

‘Nixon organization, listed cash’

on hand of $3,638259. This
sum was the largest reported
for any candidate or organiza-
tion. The Finance Committee
raised most of the $60 million
collected for the Nixon nomi-
nation and re-election drives.
The committee’s left-over
funds are sought by the Re-
publican National Committee,
but its chairman. George H.
Bush, has indicated that the

matter Will remain i

2= A}
ance pemling the owt x =
litigatiomw % the gnu:
iitigation] agained the 3

-

Bentseni, a possi! Wt
pregidential ids u .4&1
- Govezn and k4= - :
‘ group offfhine senator g -Leh ot
whom had at least § ¥ 30 :n

the kitty on Dea-31 = ki,

fourth was Sen. Tha ?. =a-
_gleton (10] with 19,:38.
His ter® expifes az. dJapu

ary. The otherd, -al¥ np Mr re.
eleeuon.thls y
. 891

Bbh
' 952) Dm ouye D-

" Hawnii), 988117 Alan Cran-
gon (IIJICalLf.) $179,404; Henrv
Be

(R-Okia.) $149,168.

0},

Hawaii). $126347; Jackmmg ""
(D-Tex.), $74,004, ,am.Bob Wil-
o) 00

were’) m ’
who I end caxhsbn
hand pf $25,000 in re-:
ports - to - rlerk of the
House. .
Other hlghllshh o! the usb-
on-hand study:

® GOP committees operat-
ing {n Washington and around
the nation reported a toal af
$2,845,342.

® Varous Democratic cam-
mittees reported $2215431.

3 House candidates and
their personal committees re-
ported $2,667,098.

¢ The 34 senators whose
terms expire in 1975 reported
$1.928,123: seven whose terms
expire in 1977 reported
$411,020. and 33 whose terms
iend in 1979 listed $629.259.

® Besides the milk commit.
tees, units reporting at least
$250.000 were MEBA (Marine
Engineers Beneficial Associa-
tion, AFL-CIO) Retirees Fund.
$565,741; Transportatiorn Polit-
tical Educhtion League,
$338,472; United Steelworkers
of America, AFLCIO, Politi-
cal Action Fund, $309.127:
ILGWU International Ladies
Garment Workers Union,
AFL-CIO, Campaign Commit-
tee, $289,647.

¢ Possible presidential can-
didates listed: Gov. Gearge C.
tvallace, $103.751; Sen
'Charlns H. Percy (R-I11), $46.-
1081.
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' Bentsen

Next year is a presidential
election year. .

The Democrats over-
whelmingly control Congress.
But the Republicans still have
the White House.

President Ford is the
nation’s first unelected
President. And while he cb-

véously is @ genuine, down-home
sort of man, he has not shown
the sort of strong leadership or
the character Americans like in
their chief executive.

In other words, he s
beatable next year, especially
sosince the GOP nationally is in
bad trouble, unless something
happens between now and
election time to reverse the
trend. .

But who the
Democrats got beat
President Ford?

That's the strange aspect of
the presiagential election
outlook. Usually the Democrats
have a raft of candidates. Not
this year.

Sen. Edward Kennedy says
he’s not interested.

Gov. George Wallace, the
other Democrat the public
knows and recognizes, can’t
make it nationally.

Sen. Humphrey has had his
chance. So has Sen. Muskie,
although he’s still a possibility.

Sen. Henry Jackson is
trying to mobilize his campaign
now, and maybe he can make it.
But we’'re unimpressed so far.
He's a little old for a
presidential contender. Also, he
lacks the pizazz so necessary in
a national leader. .

Gov. Jimmy Carter of
Georgia is_ the sort of fresh
personality that’'s needed. But
he has a long way to travel.
Governors don’‘t
national forum provided by
service in Washington.

We don’t see Rep. Udall as
President. He’s too liberal.

have
to

Presidential Timber!

- carefully.

have the _

And that gets us down tol
Sen. Lloyd Bentsen of Texas,|
the man we’ve had our eye on{
all the time. We think he hast

what it takes — if he can live e

down the impressions made on
the national psyche by Lyndon
Johnson and John Connally.
Bentsen is not well known:
on the national scene. He hardly’
makes a mark in the public
opinion polls at this point. But Q%
he is smart, handsome, :

politics, and he’s cool. He comes &1

from a big state — Texas — Qi
which is getting bigger all the %
time. His home is in Houston.

And we notice that con- !
tributions by Texans to his :
unofficial campaign now ap-
proach $1 million. In the last
wecks of 1974 2lone, more than
$500,000 was raised in an effort !
to beat the Jan. 1 etfective date
of the new campaign law which

restricis individual con-
tributions to $1,000 or less. :
Although Bentsen still

hasn‘t proclaimed his intention
"to run for the Democratic
nomination, he’s rented an
office in Washington to house
staff members associated with
the senator’s national effort.
They’ll move in this month.
Bentsen is worth watching

P~ — s ————
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‘“Announce
‘WASHINGTON (AP) _—
Sen. /Bentsefnv (D-Tex.) 'wﬂl

a¢
; 4

ouston‘ for a.nother prggg‘;

“made’ no secret of his pregesd -
idential ambitions and had . .
spent much of his time in
recent months making

" speeches around the country.
Bentsen's Senate seat also
_is up for election In 1976.
He has said that if he seeks
the presidency he will simul-
taneously run for the Sen-
ate under a Texas law
passed in 1960 for the bene-

- fit of the Ilate Lyndon B
Johnson. - :

" ‘Sen. - Jadkson” (D-Wash.).
'plans to announce his can-
didacy torhorrow, jolnlng .
.Rep. Morrls Ko:Udall of ‘Ar- -
" .izona, former: Goy,.. limmy.
' ~Georgla . and-for-

Dy
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isaemne, e

(Ariz.),

Jurces . cénfirmed. -that” Beni.

: ‘wor'd . declare his

candidacy after= his_ office said

. -that “he ‘would “announce his in-
tentions regarding the 1976 pres-

. identia) campaign” in the Senate
Caucus Room, . ohal
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SEN F{L{;' ,

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 * 202/544-1070 W

HEADQUARTERS
505 C STREET NORTHEAST

February 14, 1975

Mr. Charles Kirbo
2500 Trust Co Bldg
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

COPY cagg LIBRARY «

Kirbo:
it has been my privilege to meet thou-
I

Dear Mr.
During the past year,

Sands of Americans across this nation from all walks of life.
have listened to what they had to say. I wanted to hear first
hand the concerns of our people, to hear about their families,
their hopes and aspirations, and their feelings about our country.

In town after town and city after city, I found a firm and
abiding belief in America, in our system of government, and in
the promise of what our people can do. At the same time, I found
a feeling of frustration with the quality of our leadership and a

belief that our nation can do better.

Our people expect good jobs with decent wages; freedom from

and a reaffirmation

the stranglehold of recession and inflation,
of the American credo that honest work can bring individual inde-

pendence and financial security.
There is one other assessment I tried to make in my travels:
whether as a candidate for the Presidency, I could make a contri-
bution towards bettering the lives of Americans, whether there
was the support in our country for the positions in which I be-
and whether that support could mean a realistic candidacy
I believe the answer is yes.

lieve,

for my Party's nomination.

1975 at 10:30 a.m. in the Caucus Room of the
I will announce my candidacy for

Oon February 17,

Russell Senate Office Building,
the Democratic Party's Presidential nomination.
I

I will conduct a positive campaign for the nomination and
the election. I do not plan to be just a voice of opposition.
do plan to offer ideas that will get America back on the track
and moving once again. I believe the economic difficulties America
faces today, both at home and abroad, require leadership which is
at once imaginative and honest, unafraid of either new directions
or admissions of shortcoming. I hope to meet that test.

In the coming months, I hope to have the opportunity to dis-

to ask for your advice and counsel.

cuss my candidacy with you,
Sincerely,
% dg&wéa_\\

ydf Bentsen



go:
old N ‘multimiltionaire
en tor from Texas
éerious contender
"s:hlghest office

1 :’hls proposed
Publlc Transpor-

possibly Richard Daley, the
Chicago *‘kingmaker’’—appear
to back his full plunge into the
presidential race.

The senator’s chief aide, Ben

Palumbo, says the formal an-
nouncement will probably be
made next January—“andit
will be_one of the best financed

campaigns in presidential histo-‘

ry,” he adds.

Palumbo claims that his tall
lean, well-tanned ‘boss  has
made remarkable progress” in
gamnng ground on other Demo-

cratic frontrunners, namely

Senators Henry Jackson, Wash-
ington, and Walter Mondale, of
Minnesota. ™
All are chasing Sen. Edward
Kennedy of Massachusetts, .but
there is no certainty that Ken-
nedy will accept his party’s bid.
Bentsen's ‘emergence as what
Mayor White calls a ‘viable
and attractive candiddte” Is
less sudden than it appears.
NO NEWCOMER
" ~First of all, he isn’t a politi-

on; cal newcomer. He served three

-primary Most .Texans consid-

from 1948 to 1954 then .retlred
to make a' fortune in inburance
and banking before- belng- elect-

ed to the Senate in-1970.
“In -his | campaign for the

Benate, hé defeated Ralph Yar-

‘borough in"¢ the: Democratic

ered’ that wictory -4 monumental
accomphshment ;

"He was,: ;of ‘course, consider-
ably* helped “in' that race by
John': Connally' the . former
Texas Democratle governor
who turned -Reépublican: to join
the Nixon admlmstratmn

Connally. ‘and Bentsen® have
been “‘¢lose personal “friends”
for more’ than 25~ years and,
Palumbo ' éays, political allies!
until “Connally became a Re-|
publican,” "

That. association, however,
isn’t’ - the _cornerstone of the
growing Bentsen candidacy.

The tall “Texan, lqetead is
working along more traditional
lines, using techniques that
have served other candldates

*HTHE DENVER POS

T

months he has criss-crossed the
nation, speaking at party, busi-
ness organization and labor

union functions in 26 states. His
schedule through the énd of the
year is even busier.

*“The senator is getting better
known every day,” Palumbo
says. : :

His appearance at the
mayors’ conference is typical.

He came not s0 much to talk
about . his transportation bill,
which the mayors fully under-
stand, as to be seen and visual-
ly associated with the bill.

The bill, which the mayors
are ecstatic ‘about, would pro-
vide $17.5 billion of federali.
funds.over-a five-year period to
cities to' develop and expand
their mass-transit systems. -

Observers believe the bill has
an excellent chance of clearing
Congress within the year, de-
spite congressional preoccupa-
tlon with Watergate.

Should that happen, the sena-
tor would gain much stature

| with the mayors of the nation’s

are determined to gain' control
of a substantial number of dele-|: -
gates to the next Democratic
presidential convention. .
All of this amounts to p! 1B
up “brownie points,” Palanihi»<
concedes, and ‘‘brownie pﬁﬁ’m i
don't nominate presidential:8Af;E 2.
didates.
Why is Bentsen coming ¢
strong then?
STRONG POINTS
Kevin White says P
because he is ‘“‘articulatej.
telligent and a new face.”

feels that  Bentsen has {!{héf:
right ideas and the right -,}
swers to the real problems

issues l|ke mass translt
inflation.”

nominal ones here, agree .thati]ss
the mellow- voiced Texan Hiigh
“no polmcal scars.’ :

in the South, North and West :

emphasis on the South,” -Pasfifvd
lumbo explains. “He hasn'ti| .~
been involved in any of the in-
traparty battles that split. the|

rgest cntles—and the _mayors

South and lost that section of |.
the country to the Democrats in

the last two elections.” . . | =%~

And that, Palumbo belleves, e
is just what the Democrats are o
really looking for in-1976 = %al}:
man who can put the old Demo-
cratic coalition of the South —|).
the poor and minorities, the bigh -
cities and labor — back ;to:]”
gether again.” .

can relate to Bentsen :
mayors  here belleve‘
ioregone conclusien.

uld axfdvli‘ new b




Override of President’s Veto

~ G.l. Bill Benefits
College-Going Veterans

Overriding a presidential veto, Congress last month
rallied overwhelmingly to support a Gl Bill raising edu-
cational assistance benefits to college-going veterans by
twenty-three percent. ,

This was a move that has my strongest support.

It is estimated that some 4 million veterans from the
post-Korean period and another 7 million serving in the
Vietnam War are eligible for the increased benefits.

The twenty-three percent boost translates into an in-
crease from the $220 a single veteran now gets to $270
per month. A married veteran now receiving $261 a
month will receive $321. The benefits for a married
;%tggan with a child will go up from $298 a month to

For each additional child, $22 per month is added to
the stipend.

These increases will be retroactive to last September
in order to aid Gl students already enrolled in college.

And although the measure will cost $780 million in
its first year, studies have shown time after time that
for every dollar we invest in a veteran’s education, we
get three to six dollars back in taxes.

Letters to the Senator

To Believe, or not to Believe. . .

“I have lost confidence in a lot of our government people
but you are one of those | believe will do your best, . .Help
agriculture before it goes broke."”

—Max Hanks, Mount Pleasant z

“You wonder why we have lost faith in you and our
government in general? Try the three G’s and see where
they fit: greed, graft and gutlessness."

, _ _—Roy C Beatrice, El Paso |

In Support of Workable Programs

““I would not be able to type this letter had it not been
for the rehabilitation service in this state, Thank you for
what you are trying to do for the handicapped of Texas
through the Vocational Rehabilitation Act.” ’

—James A. Deal, Odessa

““l was glad Congress overrode the President’s veto of the .
G/ Bill. | feel that after these men have given a good part of .
, their lives...when they return to America with little
| Mmoney, no jobs and sometimes disabled, they should re-
| ceive support from the country they fought for.”’

—Geoffrey Condiff, Austin

“Your efforts to establish a Commission on Federal
Paperwork. . .will not only result in reducing costs for the |
i federal government, but will also aid in the growth of the
. nation’s thousands of small businesses who are today having |
to close down because of crippling additional overhead
created by burdensome government paperwork.” :

—Claud H. Vaughan, McAllen

Alnifed Diafes Henafe

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

“Reaching The People. . .”

Insuring the Privacy
Of Tax Returns

In 1973, former President Nixon issued an executive
order which opened the income tax returns of our na-
tion’s farmers to inspection by officials in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Although it was later reversed, it hinted darkly at the
potential for abuse of our Internal Revenue Service. In
response to this, | introduced last March the first bill in
the Senate to provide increased protection for the con-
fidentiality of federal tax returns.

Since then, however, there have been continuing rev-
elations of IRS abuse. Watergate disclosed various in-
stances where the White House misused confidential tax
returns. And, in 1973 alone, fifteen federal agencies
requested and received tax returns of individuals.

With this in mind, | am offering a new and stronger
bill to restore the integrity of the IRS and our tax
system in two ways.

It imposes strict limitations on who is allowed access
to confidential -tax- information.-to- reassure. American.
taxpayers of the privacy, of their tax returns.

And it insulates the IRS from political pressures by
requiring that all requests for tax information be sub-
mitted to the IRS in writing along with the intended
use of this information,

Our federal system of taxation enjoys wide voluntary
public support largely because the American people as-
sume their tax returns will be kept confidential and
immune from political misuse.

This is a necessary assumption and | am seeking,
through this legislation, to reaffirm it.

DO YOUHAVE A NEW ADDRESS?

If you have moved please enclose the address
label from this Newsletter and your new address
when you notify my office to help us make the
change promptly. :

Fnt Bonlis:
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Achievements Despite Troubled Times

93rd’s Record
- Impressive

The 93rd Congress was very productive, approving
legislation in such key areas as trade reform, pension
reform and restoring the constitutional balance of
powers.,

It took initial steps to revitalize our economy and
began a full-scale assault on the energy shortage.

The 93rd was working during two of the most turbu-
lent years in the history of our government. A president
resigned his office as impeachment proceedings were
underway against him. And a vice-president also re-
signed and was convicted of a felony offense.

Against these and other unsettling events, the
achievements of the 93rd Congress seem even more re-
markable.

Among the significant legislation enacted were the
pension reform bill, which | authored, and a bill I spon-
sored prohibiting the president from committing U.S.
troops to foreign wars for more than sixty days without
Congressional approval,

Legislation was also passed reforming and tightening
the Congressional budget process.

As initial steps to breathe life back into our econ-
omy, we set up a wage and price council to monitor
inflation, provided assistance to the depressed home-
building industry, set up badly needed public service
jobs and expanded unemployment benefits.

We also passed a comprehensive trade reform bill to
strengthen our position in international markets.

Other significant legislation passed are the Federal
Highway Act of 1973 and the Public Transportation
Act of 1974, the Alaska Pipeline Bill and a measure
establishing the Big Thicket National Preserve which
was the first bill | introduced to the Senate in 1971.

Much went undone, of course. The 93rd Congress
made only a start in efforts to resolve our economic
problems. And stronger steps than have been taken will
be needed to end the energy shortage.

These and other serious challenges face the new 94th
Congress.

PONDERING THE ALTERNATIVES—Treasury Secretary William Simon
provided key testimony at hearings of the Joint Economic Committee
which | chaired. Simon has shifted considerably from the administration’s
earlier denial that recession has become the number one problem facing
our country. He now predicts that widespread unemployment will get
worse before it gets better and could hit 8 percent within the next several
months.

Insuring a Speedy Trial

Congress has passed legislation | co-sponsored aimed at
clearing the growing backlog of untried cases in our nation’s
courts and reaffirming the constitutional guarantee of a
speedy trial.

It insures justice, for the defendant who has every right
to expect his name quickly cleared if he is innocent, and for
society which has every right to expect that the guilty be
rapidly convicted and sentenced.

Basically, the bill requires that all criminal cases in fed-
eral courts be tried within 60 days of indictment. It permits
an additional 30 days between the time of arrest and in-
dictment.

This would take effect over a seven year period.

When effective, charges will be dismissed if trials are not
conducted within the specified time limits. And if courts
and prosecutors are forced to dismiss cases under these
guidellines, the burden will be on them to explain this to the
people,

In passing this measure, Congress is saying to the federal
courts: Tell us what you need to clear away this backlog of
untried cases and we will give it to you. But when we give

you the tools, we will expect results.

Recession Deepens

Economic Growth
Key Weapon

Unemployment in our nation has hit 7.1 percent.
This means that over six and a half million Americans
cannot find work.

According to the best estimates, these figures will
continue to grow worse, with unemployment deepening
to 8 percent in coming months.

Even the President has finally conceded that we must
concentrate our energies on battling this deepening re-
cession and that we must begin immediately.

The most effective weapon we can use is the weapon
of economic growth. Such growth can bring us out of
recession without fanning the flames of inflation.

We must breathe some life back into the American
economy. We must get it expanding again. We must put
people back to work and at the same time get the pro-
ductivity gains we need to keep inflation under control.

Steps can be taken now to restore and maintz2in a
healthy rate of economic growth.

For one, | am proposing $13 billion in tax relief to
restore to middle and lower income Americans some of
the purchasing power they have lost due to inflation.
The bill would save taxpayers money by establishing a
$250 tax credit as an option to the personal exemption.

Revenue lost to the government would be made up
by phasing in, over several years, a tax on our enormous
industrial and commercial energy consumption.

Along with this, we have to develop a more moderate
monetary policy to bring interest rates down and en-
courage capital investment.

Above all, Congress and the Administration must
work together to restore the confidence of the Ameri-
can people in their government, their economy and
themselves.

By providing leadership they can respect and by de-
veloping workable economic programs, | believe we can

" do this.
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SEN. LLOYD M. BENTSEN
. “he’s a heavyweight”

By Spencer Rich

Washington Post Staff Writer

Althougzh he is little
known to the general public,
Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen, the
quiet man from Texas, is
rapidly winning widespread
respect and admiration in
the Senate, and may soon
become one of its brighter
Democratic stars.

Soft-spoken. hard-working,
persuasive, extremely well
organized and systematic
and known as a follow-
through man, Bentsen, 52, is
already being talked about
as a man of future leader-
ship potential, although he
has been in the Senate only
2% years.

“Probably he is the best
Democratic senator to come
into the Senate in the last
dozen years,” said one Sen-
ate staff man who has seen
them all for nearly two dec-
ades.

“He's the most promising
first-term senator in the
Senate—without question.”
said one high-ranking Demo-
crat who asked not to be
identified, lest his praise of
Bentsen provoke the resent-
ment of other freshmen.

“He’'s a heavyweight. He
has made his mark as a
speaker. He carries the ball
intelligently and aggres-
sively. When we're up
against him wo hknow we
Minority Leader Hugh Scoft
(R-Pa.) recently.

Attractive Senate new-
comers often lose their lus-
ter as time passes, their
drive and enthusiasm fades
and they settle down to a
comfortable routine merely

P v Ml JM:}; - o U ’?W““‘?ﬁb;;/:z’ ke
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Soft-Spoken Bentsen Gains

designed to get them re-
elected. This could happen
to Bentsen—only time will
tell—or he could conceiva-
bly reach for the presidency,
as scme think he may, and
Yecome singed and tar-
nished in the process, as has
often happened to other
men.

But so far, Bentsen looks
good to his colleagues. What
earns men Brownie points
around the Senate is hard
work, a certain willingness
to give and take. a respect
for democratic institutions,
and forbearance from exces-
sive showboating.

So far, Bentsen ihas dem-
onstrated these qualities,
plus a quiet but articulate
manner of speaking which
comes across extremely well
both in person and on televi-
sion. and a moderate politi-
cal stance in which he has
supported civil rights. Dem-
ocratic economic programs
and end-the-war legisiation,
while looking after the oil
interests of his native state.
Bentsen startled the South-
ern establishment last year
when, in a move wholly un-
like a junior Southerner, he
opposed acceleration of the
Trident submarine system.
He had shocked it even
more when he first came to
the Senate with a strong but
fallacious reputation as an
arch-conservative, and
promptly bucked the most
ancient traditions of the
South by voting to make it
easier to cut off filibusters.

A close associate of Lyn-
don B. Johnson and John B.
Connally in his earlier polit-
ical career, and a sort of
protege of famed Speaker
Sam Rayburn during a 1949-
55 stint in the House. Bent-
sen became an insurance
millionaire (his net worth in
1971 was $2.4 million) and in
1970 tackled long-time lib-
eral Democratic Sen. Ralph
yarborough (D-Tex.) for the
Senate nomination. )

In a rough campaign
which polarized the posi-
tions of both men, Bentsen

conservative. It was widely
expected in Washington that
he would become a part of
President Nixon’s hoped-for
ideological majorit) when

he toox oifice in 1971

Arriving in Washington,
he immediately held a news
conference to announce
that, while he didn’t con-
gsider himself a liberal, he
wasn’t a fascist either, and
if there was anything he
could be labeled it was
“moderate” and “regular
Democrat.”

“You know, when I was in
the House I was one of only
two Texas congressmren who
voted against the polltax,”
he said in a recent inter-
view. “The other was Albert
Thomas, who represented a
fairly liberal constituency in
Houston. That doesn’t sound
like much now, but believe
me, in those days it was
something.”

Bentsen emerged on the
Senate Finance Committee
this year as one of the
strong men in support of
the committee’s pension re-
form bill. Those who worked
with him said they were
amazed at his knowledge of
the technical aspects of pen-
sions. “I did a lot of study
on it,” he said. “And | was
in the insurance business,
the banking business and
the mutual fund business.”

Although a freshman, he
has been named chairman of
the Senate Democratic Cam-
paign Committee hy Major-
ity Leader Mike Mansfield
(D-Mont.). He admits to be-
ing a good poiitical fund-
raiser: “I'm pretty Zood at
it. I work at it.” he said. “As
long ago as 1960, I was fi-
nance chairman for the Ken-
nedy-Johnson ticket in
Texas.”

Bentsen is a millionaire
and he doesn’t hide it. He
dresses conservatively but
he rides around town in a
big black car with a tele-
phone. He has helped to
hire extra staff with his pri-
vate funds, and has recently

in the primary and then
went on to whip George
Bush, now GOP national
chairman, in the general
election.

It was in these campaigns
that Bentsen earned an ex-
aggerated reputation as a
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form. ‘e to Sen arri-
son A. \\'uhams Jr. (D-N.J),
as an “"advance man” on
some political matters. Pa-
lumbo is paid with money
left over from a Bentsen
campaign dinner.

Bentsen says Palumbo
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a»,, Wide Respect in the Senate

will help him with Sena:e
Democratic Campaign Com-
mittee work. A number of
others around the Senate
_think he may just be drear-
ing of the gresidency—an
idea Bentsen denies—an.j
mayv be using Palumbo in a
dual role.

When Bentsen first came
to the Senate, he hired a
systems analysis firm to an-
alyze his employee needs
and help him work out job
descriptions for every func-
tion in his office, which has
since won a reputation as
one of the more smooth-run-
ning Senate operations.

Partisan politically but
not on policy matters, Bent-
sen has often stood with the
President on defense or
other substantive issues. But
on the \Waterzate tapes, "It
the Supreme Court says that
the President has to surren-
der those tapes. then he has
to surrender them.” he said.
Refusal would be so destruc-
tive to our system of govern-
ment that it could not go un-
challenzed, he contended.

Bentsen appears to have

won widespread respect
among conservative Demo-
crats. substantial respect

among moderates. and some-
what grudging, if increasing
respect. from the party’s lib-
eral wing, which doesn’t
completely trust him yet.

“He makes the right
moves: he's smooth: so far
he looks good. But I'm not
clear about him yet,” said
one Northern Democrat.
“1'll have to see him more.
How much he gets through.
How much staying power he
has.”

Bentsen disclaims na-
tional ambitions or the de-
sire to run for a Senate
leadership post, but leaves

the impression his arm
could be twisted.
“I'm enjoying myself

working in the Senate. This

(town) is the center of the .

world ” he said, addm;, “Am

e F PAOUR Y

\'1ce Presndem" .
_But at another _ poiai ”‘\',1.“'
said: “Everyone in the Sen-
ate knows that the place you
can influence the destiny of
this nation most is there in
the presidency.”

¥
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- WASHINGTON B — Sen.
Lloyd M. Bentsen's unde-
s¢fared campaign for the

tic presidential norni-
‘collected slightly. more
"$625,000 during the last
. months of 1974,
Democrat’s office said

» de‘_%ch. The sign,gtor set a max-

paign in which Bentseﬁ sent a

letter to fellow Texans: asking

for suppozt. Documenty

com-
piled -by~ithe

‘Bef;mif@m

* mittee Fund’"{ofHoustin in-

dicated he ‘raised $1,034;
during the entire"year?.

his family, ;¥iRegave $3,000

.

'$1:000. There was no
80484 - P

- The: contribiftions iBcluded
" $27,000 from: nine- members of

hemsimﬂm‘

imum . individual, conmbu{{ $651,358.06 on hand as’
w3, 1978,

campaign finance law
tive Jan. 1, ‘sets a’ i

limit.

being filed with the :
of state in Texas atd’
General Accounting ~~Offi
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December 9, 1974

Dear Fellow Democrat:
Senator Lloyd Bentsen of Texas has on several occasions

joined us in Middlesex County speaking on behalf of our can-
We have been following his activities on the national

didates.
scene with great interest.

I thought you might be interested in knowing more about
him inasmuch as I believe he has become one of the more im-
therefore,

portant national leaders in our Democratic Party;
I have taken the liberty of enclosing several news items con-

cerning the Senator.
Sin ely,

P g W

G. Nicholas Venezia

GNV:vb
Enc.



! &;tles were playing eon-
=ha ould rock with hyste.
] McCartney would slng

yd. Bentsen. 88, the junior senator
¢ 8 the hard-eyed Paul Mc-
Democratic presidential
embodiment of self-pos-

, impeccably groomed,
perhaps a bit too effort-
ffortless superiority. He
55 the Senate dining room,

thout denting the rug. Is
1igh (ghi his feet, or just light?

of Lyndon Johnson, and a
“ friend- of former politician John Con-
* - nally: These. are sins not easily expi-
... ated 'in' today's Democratic Party,
r \,wher'ev'thé_ leftists think just being a
‘Texan constitutes the crime of guilty
.ﬁassoclauon So Bentsen is bent on
. proving,{ by ' his demeanor and deeds,
© 7 thit: ‘he 18 not like those swaggering,
. bolsterous; Texas political cowboys. He
.. 18:Cool Hand Lioyd.
"""\ His Senate voting record, ke his
manne'r, is a model of carefully crafted
mederation, typified by his vote for
the'Trident submarine, but agalnst ac-
“celerated development "of it. More im-
portant, he can wrap his supple mind
' -around. complexities, like the pension
refarm bill he helped draft and pass.
Bentsen’s interests and abilities are
- converging with the nation’s anxieties
as the economy becomes the issue of
the age. He Is convinced that the na-
_tion’s economic problems are substan-
tially government management prob-
" lems. So his task is to convinve Ameri-
cans that he ia the candidate of man-
‘agement competence not exciting but
) necessary
"~ Infour years in the Senate, Bentsen
has ‘acquired a reputation for serious-

l_ec’t‘by set_vlng with distinction on two

el

‘ ampalghlﬁg.

._I.I a rich Texan, a former .

. ness of purpose and strength of intel.’

¥

of the committees which provide most
scope for sophisticated intelligence,
the Finance Committee and Joint Eco-
nomic Committee. He and James Buck-
ley (Con. R-N.Y.) are probably the
most intelligent senators elected in the
last decade. Bentsen's rivals may try
to sink him by publicizing that fact.

- Aristotle sald that the way a soclety
praises famous men reveals the socie-
ty's values. Americans have praised

By Larry Morrie—The Washington Post

politiclans for conspicuous honesty
(Washington, Lincoln, Cleveland),
spunk (Truman), idealism (Wilson), lov-
ableness . (Eisenhower), stubbornness
(Jackson), animal vigor (Theodore
Roosevelt), even cunning (Lyndon
Johnson). But we don't often praise
politicilans, even the intelligent ones,
{for their intelligence.

It is not that a reputation for con-

spicuous intelligence 1s an insuperable

(NOT PRINTED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE)

0OCTOBER 2,\,5.}

- vious fact that our problems are be-

' nation, Bentsen assumes that the par-

‘a connty chalrman’s chill supper.

1974

handlcap (at least lt wnln't ll neenﬂy
as 1804). It 1s just that Americans usw-
ally have been blessed with more con-
fidence than problems, and have re-
rarded intelligence as less interesting
and attractive, and more optional, than
other qualities in politicians.

But today, with eonfldence waning,
Americans may be alarmed by the ob-

coming more complex and our politl-
cians are not Bentsen may be the
thinking candidate for the alarmed
person.

Bentsen’s great:great uncle, Henry
Wiison, was Vied:iPresident during
Grant's sevond ter He €
the Senate in 1835 front Mas
on the Know Nothing ticke
tion-about Wilson's great-gre
is whether he knows anything
how the Democrats will choosé _their
1976 nominee.

Like most of his rivals for the nomi-

ty's new delegate selection rules willg
prevent any candidate from sweeping
to a first balldt victory at the conve
, tion. The assumption is that it will
“a brokered nomination, and the b
kers will be the people who, in tif%
good old days before party reforj¥
- were called party leaders — local pm .
officials like Meade Esposito of Brook.

lyn, Peter Camlel of Philadelphia,

Richard Daley of Chicago, and many N
lesser lights from legser principalities.

The assumption 1s that these bosses
still have troops willing to be bossed
around. Specifically, the assumption is
that the kind of people who will be-
come convention delegates under the
new rules will be dellverable, on the
cohvention floor, by the men who
fancy themselves brokers.

This assumption probably is false
but it explains why today, 22 months
before the convention, Cool Hand
Bentsen, llke all his rivals, woula
crawl across a burning desert to.get to
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Marianne Means

Sen. Bentsen on the run

VERMILLON, S.D. — “I don’t know if I
am being realistic,” explained the lean,
dignified senator, whose voice bears traces
of Gregory Peck and whose style is genuine-
ly reminiscent of John Kennedy, minus the
Irish accent. ’

Sen. Lloyd Bentsen, D-Tex., was trying
to tell a University of South Dakota student
why he is interested in being President after
the disasters visited upon the three most
recent previous Presidents.

“I know I am not well known,” he said.
“But there is more to life than making
money. | have made money. Now I want to
make a contribution to my country, and
there is only one place better than the
Senate to do that — inside the White House.”

He's had the answer ready for quite a
while, but it's only lately he’'s been getting
the question. '

This particular exchange took place two
days after Sen. Edward Kennedy withdrew
unconditionally from the 1976 presidential
contest. And suddenly Bentsen’s ambition to
become President looked a lot more realistic
than when he first started trying. He has
logged appearances in 31 states.

At first giance, not much really changed
with Kennedy’'s retreat. Bentsen traveled
with one associate, his campaign manager,
Ben Palumbo. Nobody in public recognized

(NOT PRINTED AT GOVERNMENT EXPNENS_E)

him. Nobody asked for his autograph at the
Democratic reception in Sioux Falls.

“Don't worry, dear, he's no Lyndoa
Johnson,” a man assured his. bored wife

before the candidate showed up.

But' intangibly and privately a lot
changed. There was a spate of telephone
calls, offering and hinting commitments.
Palumbo made plans to stop his part of the
road show and get busy with establishment
of a national organization. And it was clear
that whatever reservations Bentsen may
have had about continuing had vanished.

So far, Bentsen has not attracted much
public attention. He has only ‘been in the
Senate four years. All he has is a reputation
as a political moderate, capable of unifying
the party but with few devotees in either
wing; an unquestioned intelligence, a grace-
ful personality, that undefinable quality
called class, a willingness to work. And no
regional accent.

But he also pronounced George Mec-
Govern his friend and a valuable commodity
that should be returned to the Senate. In
general, his thinking about the current
economic chaos reflects the traditional liber-
al prescription of worrying first about get-
ting more money into the hands of ordinary
folk and only secondarily about profits for
businessmen. And he was an early and
effective supporter of the Equal Rights
Amendment.

Ve
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Speeches, Travels and Meetings Are Deszgned to Surmount U nfamdzartty,
Jackson Lead and T exas Origin

ROCHE TER, Oct. 12—Word
was circulating through a gov-
ernment building here yester-
day that Senator Lloyd M. Bent-
sen of Texas was coming to
an economic - conference. It
might be a good idea, the em-
ployees were told, if they took
a few minutes off to help fill
up the little -auditorium where
he was to speak.

“Who is this we’re supposed

to go to hear?” one secretary -

listlessly asked another.

**Some Southerner who's run-
1ing for President,” she was
-ald.

“Oh, Jimmy Carter,” replied
e first knowingly.

That incidznt illustrates the
.aajor weakness in the 53-year-
old Texan’s unannounced cam-
paign for the 1976 Demucratic
Presidential romination — a
campaign that will probably be
made official early next year
after Mr. Bentsen weighs the
matter over the Christmas hol-
idays and decides whether his

chances are good enough “to

burn up two years of my life
on them.”

WeH Known to Pros

But the Secratary’s view of
Lloyd Bentsen is not the only
way of looking at him, and it
is a perception that is not
shared by many Democratic
professionals. The same man
who is unknown to most of the

electorate has made himself
well-known indeed to party
heavyweights.

It is no accident, for ex-

ample, that within the last year
Mr. Bentsen has been the major
speaker at dinners sponsored
by three men named Meade Es-
posito, Peter J. Camiel and
Richard J. Daley—the Demo-
cratic leaders in Brooklyn,
Philadelphia and Chicago.
Already, Mr. Bentsen has ac-
complished a good deal. He
came to the Senate only four
years ago, preceded by the ex-
pectation that he would de-

velop into a typical Southern’

bourbon. He had. after all. de-

.my'

By R.W. APPLE Ir.
Speial to The New York Tlmu_

feaed Ralph W. Yarborough
in a primary, and Mr. Yarbor-
ough had been venerated by
Washington liberals as a pa-
tron saint of Southern popu-
lism.

From that start, he has won
a reputation for centrism (rated
57 per cent by a conservative
pressure group, 55 per cent by
a liberal equivalent).” He has
appeared on national television
to offer his party's response to
President Nixon on ecormomic
issues. And he has made more
than 150 speeches in 32 states
in eight months. .

Vision of Tactician

All of this has been accom-:
plished by Mr. Bentsen's hard.

work, to be ‘sure, but it has
been made possible -in large
measure by the drive and enthu-
siasm of Ben Palumbo, a 37-
year-old tactician from New
Jersey who burns with a vision
of the Democratic party, Lloyd
Bentsen and Ben Palumbo in
the White House in' January,
1975..

" Mr. Palumbo, whose inten-
unruly hair and thick
glasses remind one of former
Representative Allard K. Low-
enstein of New ‘York, was work-
ing for Senator Harrison A.
Williams Jr. of New - Jersey
when he met the Senator from
Texas.

“I've never been shaken from
my conviction that .the Demo-
crat who can win is the one
who can appeal to the electo-
rate in every section of the
country,” he said the other
day, “and that man is Bentsen.”

Mr.. Palumbo set. out four
goals for this year: making Mr.
Bentsen a familiar figure to key
local officials ih the Democratic
party—the Camiels and Espo-
sitos, but also those like Law-
rence Kirwan, the Rochester
leader, . who ‘are less famous;
getting to know regional re-
porters; cultivating national
columnists, and identifying the
Senator with economic issues.

He thinks he has reached
those . goals, and: he Is con-
vinced his man will prove his
appeal u) the commg months
to the ‘‘enormous number of

liberals now taking -a more

pragmatic view.” Like some of -

the young technicians in Sena-
tor George: McGovern's earkly
1972 campaign, Mr. Palumbo
has an inner fire that the cyn-
ics will not easily extinguish.

Mr. Bentsen’s current. opera-
tions are typified by his two-
day trip to Boston and upstate
New York this week. Using as
a vehicle his chairmanship of
the Senate Democratic -
paign Committee, he built the
trip around another in a series
of debates with Senator Wil-

~ liam E. Brock 3d of Tennessee,

his Republican opposite num-
ber, and appearances for Dem-
ocratic candidates for the House
and the State Legislature.

But he was - campaigning
every minute for Lloyd Bentsen
as well, whether in radio and
televnsmn interviews, a. meet-
ing with  the editorial board
of the Gannett newspapers or
a 'speech on enery policy at
Brandeis University.

Whatever the forum, he is
crisply. turned out, the picture
of the affluent businessman (in-
surance, hotels) that he used
to be, He uses his basso voice
to good effect; and he doesn’t
have to shout to put a point
across with emphasis.

He is one man, with a panel
of editors, jamming his replies
to questions with economic de-
tail —'“We can now gasify coal
for $1.46 per MCF [million cu-
bic feet), which is economically
sound"<— and with detailed pro-
posals for modifying the oil de-
pletion 'allowance and provi-
sions for offshore drilling.

With a political audience, on

the other hand, his speech is -

often marred by clichés (“Dem-

ocrats do things for people, .

Republicans do things to peo-
ple”), although he holds his
listeners with pace, technique
and partisan appeals.

LA MMIAITIEM AT AMAIFPRAIVARAT CVOCRCCY

As he nears the se«m‘
of his effort — the ons: g"

he will have to estabiigh S S
self with the public—Mr ! U

CARTER LIBRARY -4

sen seems to face two ;zrmu; —~

problems,

‘Southérner From: 'rexa

First, he is-a: Southemer w

no . 20th - - century- ' South=rees ™
who had not first served =

Vice President has been oczwe-
nated. Moreover, he is-a TEmEn
— something that - -exCites f

sociations of oil, Stetsons, Lym
don B. Johnson and” bram
Mr. Bentsen's reply:“De
think I'm a stereotype?®
look like a towboy? :
llke a Southerne

Second, he must overcom
the long lead of Senator- Henlx
M. Jackson of Washingto
whom he will be coinpetmg for
many of-  the same* pmna:y
votes

. Mr. Bentsen and hm mﬂ
believe, although - Y
luctant to- say so pub cly that
Senator Bentsen ~has: - voted
against the mxht_ar{ often
enough (including a key vote
against the Trident missile pro-

gram) and supported détente
with sufficient energy to con-
vince liberals - that he, unlike
Mr. Jackson, has left the cold
war behind. .

Finally, they believe that he
will be more successful than
Mr. Jackson and some of his
other adversaries in raising
money. At a- single fund-raising
dinner in Houston last Novem-
ber, the Senator netted $365,-
000 for his initial Presidential
efforts.

" many" Democrats:négative -

“It’s feasible,™ he sald late .

last night as he relaxed with a
Scotch and water after 4 hours
of ' campaigning. - “I’s “feasible
that I could make it, even if
it's not probable.: Prétty soon

“ it'll be time to analyze it down

to the very last line and d_ecide.“

e

s
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Are Demeerats Ready for I MB? Bentsen NOt an LBJ TGX( g i

This is one of a series of
articles on potential 1976
Democruatic presidential can-
didates.

By David S. Broder

'Washington Post Staff Writer

He is.smart, successful,
smooth, well-staffed and
richly financed, and as he
travels the country in quest
of the 1976 Democratic pres-

“idential nomination, - Sen.
Lloyd M.. Bentsen Jr. of
Texas is looking for the an-
swet to a single question:

, Will the Democrats, eight
years after LBJ, be ready to
settle down with another
Texan — LMB?

The answer, the Bentsen
camp believes, is probabiy
negative, if the Democrats
think of getting another su-
percharged mixture of cow-
boy charisma and Confeder-
ate corn.

So Bentsen deliberately

plays it the other way — su-
per-cool, low-keyed, cautious
and definitely non-cornball.
One result was the com-
ment offered by a half-dozen
different people one recent
weekend in audiences rang-
ing from the Foreign Policy
Association of New York to
a Democratic legislative

Sfund-raiser in Salt Lake
City: “You don’t even sound

like a Texan!”
In fact, Bentsen is a very
different breed of Texan

from the Democrats’ last

President. The family is of
Danish stock, and when the
Bentsens moved to Texas 60
years ago, they did not be-
‘come Hill Country ranchers,
like the Jobnsoms, but part
of the landed artistocracy of
the Rio Grande Valley.

His political career has
been of an unusual pattern.
"When he eame home from
Warld War 11, in which, like
1972 nominee George Mc:
Govern, he flew B-24s out of

‘Iealy, he was elected as
judge of his home Hidalgo
_.County -at 28. Two years
"~ Iater, in 948, he won elec-
tion-as' the youngest mem-

" BY Bob Burchette—The Washington Past

Sen. Lloyd M. Bentsen is called a different breed of Texan.

ber of the U.S. House of
Representatives, and be-
came a next door office
neighbor of another fresh-
man. Gerald R. Ford Jr.

Unlike Ford, Bentsen

.quickly became bored with

the House and decided after
three terms to forsake the
$12300 salary in hopes of
making money.

For the next 16 years in
Houston he did just that,
parlaying a chaonk of the
family money into an insur-
ance company-banking-in-
vestment firm-saving and
loan complex and a personal
fortune he estimated at $2.3
million in 1971. (The hold-
ings were placed {n a bind
trust when he began his
pregidential quest early this
year.)

In 1970, at the age of 49,
Lloyd Bentser, who says
“I've always set goals for
myself.,” reentered palitics
with a bang.

Bypassing the chance to
become governor. because,
as a friend recalls. he felt
“it doesn’t have the action I
want.” he plunged into a

- Senate battle that Bentsen

says even LBJ warned him
he could not win.

His first target was incum-
bent Ralph Yarborough, the
hero of Texas liberals and
the labor-backed chairman
of the Senate Labor and
Public Welfare Committee.
It was a.slugfest, even by
Texas standards.

Bentsen’'s campaign fea-
tured a series of television
spots that cited Yarbor-
ough’s support for the Viet-
nam Moratorium protest

march and the pram!n
candidacy of Eugene J
Carthy, his oppositioa * 0— e
Supreme Court noms; a
of Clement F. Hayns Y
and G. Harrold Cay_ :il
and a vote agaimsma. ae
school prayer amen.8 rit.
In each instance, Texs: it-
ers were asked: Did Ralph
Yarborough represent you?

In contrast to the free-for-
all with Yarborough, Bent-
sén’s general election cam-
paign - against Republican
nominee George Bush was
almnst gentlemanly. Organ-
jzed-labor was mad encugh
at Bentsen_to threaten a
writein for Yarborough, but
he managed to quell that re-
bellion by underlining his
opposition to what he called
“the Nixon-Bush recessnon
policies.” :

With his left flank se-
cured by his advecacy of tra-
ditional Democratic anti-
tight money policies, Bent-
sen also tried- to turm con-
servative sentiment against
the .conservative Bush. “He
painted me as the liberal on
things like gun control, wel-
fare reform and open hous-
ing,” Bush recalled the other
day. “He did it very effec-
tively, with no mudslinging,
and it heiped him win.”

Of major assistance in
both the primary and the
general electicn was Bent-
sen’s longtime friend (and
Jamaica vacation resort
neighbor), ex-Gov. John B.
Connally. A political ally of
both men recalls that in ad-
dition to fund-raising, Con-
nally did a statewide televi-
sion show for Bentsen in
which he said “Texas didn*t
need a Connecticut Yankee
like Bush, just a good sound

‘conservative boy like

Lloyd.”

President Nixon and Vice
President Spiro Agnew both -
campaigned for Bush, but
when Bentsen beat him,
they turned around and wel-
comed the new senator as
part of what they were call-
ing their “ideological major-
ity.” Bentsen was singled out



‘rfrom -the crop “of uewly

_elected Democrats for a-pri-
vate greetmg nt the Wh!te

House.

But Bentsen was not buy-
ing. He went straight from
the President’s office to a
news conference, where he
said he regarded his recep-
tion with “some amazement
and some amusement,” and
declared firmly, “I am com-
ing here as part of the loyal
opposition, not as part of
the Nixon forces.”

He was equally firm 1n
proving he was not going to
be a traditional southern
senator. He vated to change
the cloture rule and make it
easier to end filibusters.

After an inspection trip to
Vietnam, he abandoned his
campaign - hawkishness and
began voting with the Dem-
ocratic majority for end-the-
war resolutions. He shocked
his Texas aerospace constit-
uents by opposing the super-
sonic transport

“A lot of Democrats really
want to win in 1976 Bent-
sen suid the other day. “and
they realize we can’'t win
without appealing to the
center or by writing off the
South. My voting record
tracks that way. It sort of
oreaks out in the middle.”

As much as by his repcta-
tion as a centrist, Bentsen
has been aided by his stand-
ing as a brainy, well-organ-
ized and conscientious team
player. Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield started
plugging him-as a ‘“comer”
during his first year in the
Senate, and a Republican
colleague on the powerful
Finance Committee de-
scribed him the other day as
“damned good and damned
able.”

“He's smoother than Fritz
Mondale,” this Republican
said, referring to the Minne-
sota Democrat who is a Fi-
nance Committee colleague
and prospective presidential
rival of Bentsen's. “Whatever
his philosophy, it's so well
disguised that no one reacts
automatically by thinking, ‘If

it’s Bentsen, it's gotta be good -

—or bad.’ The result-is that
he gets a bearing.”

With Mansfield’s patron-
age, Bentsen moved - onto
the Finance Committee, was
named a year ago to head
the Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee (a
guarantee of speaking invi-

exposure) and last . summer " -

was chosen | to give the Dem-
ocrats’ response  fo. Richard -
Nixon's last ‘economic’
speech—a full-half hour bo-
nanza of prime-time net-
work television.

With all this, Bentsen—at
age 53 and still in his first
term—has been marked as a
potential Senate power. But
he shows no more inclina-
tion to be a congressional
careerist now than he did a
generation ago when he was
in the House.

His goal was not disguised
last November when some
1,600 people sat down in
Houston for “An Evening

with the Bentsens.” The vis- |

iting speakers were Sens.
Hubert H. Humphrey and
Herman E. Talmadge, and
the $200-a-head yuests—in-
cluding. Texas oil, construc-
tion, banking and insurance
brass, plus a scattering of la-
bor leaders and such old-
time political names as Abe
- Fortas, Thomas' G. Corcoran
and Allan ‘Shivers—gave
Bentsen a $375,000 political:
kitty for 1974, the biggest of

any of the semi-declared -

Democratic aspirants.
Like. most of the others
in the Democratic swarm,

Bentsen’s big job this year -

has simply been to get his
name known.

But if he is as unknown to
the public as Mondale “or

Morris Udall or Jimmy Car--

ter or Dale Bumpers or a
dozen other . Democratic
hopefuls, Bentsen has a spe-
cial problem of being sure
that he does not become
identified as “another LBJ.”

The counter-image game
dominates everything in tfie
Bentsen campaign. The sen-
ator himself stresses un-
Texas positions that he tells
audiences have caused him
trouble at home: his opposi-
tion to the SST, his effort to
cut back funding for the Tri-
dent submarine; his pro-
posal to increase federal
royalties on offshore oil
drilling; his willingness to
cut back the oil depletion al-
lowance for the major oil
firms, it not the
lndependents, even his sup-
port for $5-mile-hour
speed limit that interferes
with Texans' 200-mile trips
to a good restaurant or foot-
ball game.

He -focuses his public
schedule on the industrial

Party—its labor and big city
argamizstions. He has wan-

g rs of. Chicago
Mayor Richard Daley’s Cook
County organization, ,Pete
Camiel's Philadelphia organ-
ization and Meade Esposi-
to’s Brooklyn organization—
the hig three of the patron-
age-and-peas circuit.

A lot of these invitations
came because of his role as
the chairman of the senato-
rial campaign committee,
but Bentsen wears that man-
tle ligchtly. He managed to
mak~ four soeeches in Pitts-
hurgh a couple weeks ago

and plug a host of lesser’

candidates, but never got
around tn mentioning the
Democratic senatorial candi-
date. Mayor Pete Flaherty
of Pittsburgh. Some local re-
norters ficured Bentsen was

-anxious not to. offend his

hnst. Alleghenv  County
Commissioner Leonard
Staisey. a local Democratic
powerhouse who has no lik-
ing for Flahertv. But Bent-
sen said later it was just a
“slip~up” on his part.

The advance man and

"chief nromnter of Bentsen’s

presidential quest is Ben Pa-
lumbo. a brassv but effec-
tive 36-year-old New Jersey
pol, recruited from the staff
of Sen. Harrison A. Wil-
liams Jr. (D-N.J.).

But backstage at Bent-
sen's Senate office is a real

-Texas operator, Loyd Hack-

ler, who was a staff assist-
ant in LBJ's White House
and has a well-earned repu-
tation as one of the coolest
political intelligences on
Capitol Hill. And back in
Austin there’s Johnson’s and
Connally’s former press sec-
retary, George Christian,
and over at the Democratic
National Committee, there's
another old friend, national
chairman Robert S. Strauss
of Dallas.

- A cross-country jaunt with
Bentsen produces evidence
of other, more surprising al-
liances, a set of enthusiasts
as diverse as Rep. John H.
Dent (D-Pa.), a power in la-
bor circles who says he be-
came a_Bentsen fan out of
their work together on this
gsession’s landmark pension-
reform bill, probably Ben-
tesen’s biggest legislative
achievement; State Rep. C.
J. McLin (D) of Dayton, the
dean of Ohio black elected

(NOT PRINTED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE)

'J:earﬂnnd of th&Democratic... P

g invitations to. the big -
n

~ advocate of civil rights and

Bentsen’s appeara
the platform is impressive
His voice is well-placed -and tx
pleasant, his speakmg stylt §
professional. ]

A 8 a stemwinder, he doe ~l
less well. Attempting to.hol o
the attention of a beer&soa! “-‘
ed crowd ata Plum Baroug!

Pa., Democratic fish fr¥, b g
resorted to lame jokes:an
shouted slogans—wttho > i
visible success.

At times, when he WU
tures into unfamiliar terii- -
tory, the strain is viaible. In
the middle of a speech to a
Pennsylvania women's :
ocratic convention, he -
denly looked up and gd
“Right on'" It was difficult. = "
to tell who was more star-
tled—Bentsen or the women,:
Bentsen came on as a strong !

women's rights in tha
speech, but one of his lister-.
ers— not selected by Palum-
bo for interviewing—said, “I
kept thinking about what. -
he’d done to- Yarhorough.. oo
He’s just a little too slick.

Despite such occasional
negative reviews, Bentsen . -
has plainly been encouraged it
by his vear_ of exploration.. ‘
and tentative plans already’
are being made for another -
major fund-raiser to finance
a bigger staff operation in
1975.

He will’ not announce a
formal decision until early
next year, and a long-time as-
sociate says, ‘“Lloyd won’t
run if he thinks he’ll look ri-
diculous.” The decision" is
complicated by the fact
his own Senate seat is
up for grabs in 1976. But
most of his Texas friends
think he can win the Senate
nomination in May of that
year, even if he’s actively
competing in the presiden-
tial primaries at the same
time. He would withdraw -

. from the Senate race, they

figure, only if nominated . by
the convention.

That nomination is a long
shot, Bentsem strategists
concede. But like many ath-
ers, they figure no one will
sweep the primaries, ‘and:
any  ucceptable middle”
roader will have a chance.to.
emerge from a brokzre(r
convention with the pig
prize.




“To Please All Sidés

Staff Reporter of THAE WALL STRPET JOURRAL

'smoothly polished Texan who travels a cau-
tious, zigzag path that keeps him close to
the political center. .

‘successful in Texas, where the Senator says
his private polls show that 70% of the votera
approve of his performance. Now the
wealthly, one-time insurance tycoon thinks
his* self-described ‘‘moderate: politics” —
which offers something for just.about every
big’ interest group.and party faction—will
make him the fallback candidate the Demo-
cratic Party can rally around once all the
other presidential hopefuls kil each other
off .

i S

]
He Sees Balance as Byword
Of His Presidential Move;
Critics See Opportunism

"By NGBMAN C. MyLLER

WASHINGTON —S8en. Lloyd Bentsen is a

His pragmatic approach has been highly

- Obvicualy, the B54-year<ald B8enator is
playing a long shot, perhaps alming mainly
at dealing his way onto the ticket as the vice
presidential nominee. But in a fleld in which
ne one but Gearge Wallace ia running well,
Democratic professionals aren’t writing off
the chances of a contender who:
- —Already has raised over §1.5 million to
power his campaign, putting him behind
,only Gov. Wallace and Ben. Henry Jacksan
!zjn the money game, and far ahead of the
other declared candidates. :
- —Has an excellemt chance of locking u
the big Texas delegation as a bargaining
base in a brokered capvention, which many
Democrats antidpate. -~ - 4
—Has managed to satisfy vital interests
of both tabor and dusliness by balancing ad-
Vocacy . of Iaboribacked job-creation
gschemes with propasals for business tax
breaka and pfice decontrol ¢f ofl and natu-
ral gas. . ) .
The Byword Is Balance '
i Balance has been Mr. Bentsen’s byword
since he entered the Senate in 1971. Thus, he
advocates permanent income tax cuts pri-
marily fer low-income persons, but he also
favors cutting capital-gains taxes. He sides
with labor and other liberals on the need for
public-service jobs and expanded public
kworks, but he votes against food stamps for
gtrikers and for relaxing job-safety regula-
tlons. He votes agalnst busing to desegre-:
‘gate schools, but he favors extending fed-
eral voting-rights protection to the Mexi-
ean-American minority.
. Sen. Bentsen denounces Henry Kissin-
ger's ‘“‘cutmoded’” diplomaly, saying there’s
too much ‘emphasis on Russia and China,
ibut he also says he would continue detente
‘efforts while spending more time impruving
relations with Europe, Latin America and
Cuanada. He takes potahots at the Pentagon,

The question this early
[Taises is, what does Sen, Bentsen fundamen.

lally stand for as

1t
He also thinks

ready there.'

then, however, he

at first were bitter
of tying Mr. Yarbo
-oters. ’

Maury, a state

‘Texas political esta

% Mr. Bentsen,
voting pattern refie

isn't committed to

to put in office.”

leagues give him

opposing some projects like the Trident sub-
marine. ‘Bit he Dagicajly-supports increas-

8ray man,” in ‘the
Some- | 2

W(?h 8ome preconceived {deological view-
P n:.lukwﬂlitwork?wmitbeeﬂeo
ve: Will it be equitable? Can we afford

L’!‘:e Senator’'s answer: ‘1 approach no issue

'El'btwhue‘ Congervative

lent politics. “I think People are tired and
off by ideological solutions,*’ he says
other (Democratic) candidates m
':lying to maove into the middle,” he adds
'with a smal smile, 1 don’t have to. I'm al-

Mr. Bentsen wasn’t always '
¥3 in the-middie.]
'In 1870 he ran a stridently conservative glri

many labor leaders and other Uiberals

. “Basically, T think Bentsen
Eood record in the 8enate,” ’ffyaf"?)dsia?

{ncome tax an the rich as evidenée that the
‘Wﬂungtoﬂylnt.heteethotthe

-But some Texas liberals remain hoatué

tion for political advan e

idecided to run for P:ﬁien:a l:em:t::tgs
ltlry:ng to balance his votes 8o he would look
ke a nice moderate,” says Billle Carr, the

liberal Democratic nationa) commi'ttee-

Woman from Texas. “I'm afraid of some-

body who is In nobody’s camp. It means he

with no commitment is a d.a'ngerous person

In Washington, Mr. Bentsen’s Senate col-

high marks f, -
‘8eace and hard work but say he l:ra l;lt:au;-

antly aloof loner who ig bard -to know—‘‘a
Some Eﬁ;u— ‘mocrats »beueve that he

vy e AR

' politics
he seeks the Presidency?

this pragmatism is 'exceL

has successtully

about the Bentgen tactic
rough to Vietham war ri.

blishment.’

that his balance
cts cold-blooded calcula-

anything, and a person

Words of one Senator,




Some ‘Bentsen assoclnta readﬂy eoncede

. Senator's’ preaidential ambitions moti-
vnte his polltical balancing act. “So what?”’
demsndh one. ‘“What do you expect him to
do? What do you think all the other candi-
dates are. doing?”

Selltng the Proe

Creating an image of moderation is the

essence of the Bentsen political strategy.
Unlike some other little-known candidates,
Sen. Bentsen makes no pretense of expect-
ing to break out of the pack and sweep the
primaries. He is concentrating on ‘‘selling
the party pros’’ on the idea that he would be
an ‘‘acceptable and electable alternative’
'they could turn to as the candidate of a bro-
kered convention, says one Bentsen adviser.
Thus, in a party often rent by passionate
warfare, Sen. Bentsen sees his bland and
rather bloodless politics as an ultimate at-
traction.
. Sen.’ Bent.sen is having some success.
.Yesterday. for example, a varied group of
nVu-guua Democrats—including leaders of|
‘the state' party’s often warring conservative'
and liberal .wings—announced their support
of the Texan. ‘‘Sen. Bentsen passesses the
kind of thoughtful and practical leadership
'that our nation so desperately needs,” the
|group’s leaders declared.

On the stump, Sen. Bentsen denounees
‘‘Republican trickle-down"’ economics.
'““What we need now is an economic equiva-.
lent of war,” he declares. “We can do
peaceful battle- to rebuild our cities, to-re-

nies, he is clearly in tune. with big business
interests. Indeed, wealthy oflmen back in
Texas, where Mr. Bentsen long was a mem-
ber of the Houston busineas establishment,
contributed $133,000 in 1974 to help get his
campaign going, according to a Common
Cause campaign-financing analysis.

. Sgn Bentsen, then, has managed to
;brldge the Interests of big. business and big
labor. His record suggests, teo. that he feels
‘comfortable with big and expandlng govern-
‘ment, although he cites his business-execy:
‘tive experience as evidence he' could man-
age the bureacracy better. He isn’t a’ poll-
tician who advocates basie changes in the
power structure. In sum, he is perhaps best
described by a fellow Senate Democrat, who,

store our public transportation, to explore
and provide new sources of power. The list|
18 almost endless, and the jobs are there
‘waiting, by the millions.”

Bigger subsidies for public- service jobs
and public works wouldn’t be inflationary,

{Sen. Bentsen .contends, because industrial

production is so slack that the overriding
need is for more fiscal stimulus. Although
his rhetoric implies vast spending increases,
the Senator tells an interviewer he has in
mind only ‘‘moderate’’ immediate increases
in deficit financing.

Educational Savings Credit

Yet the Bentsen program also involves
an array of expensive tax reductions. He
has supported a $13 billlon package of per-
manent income-tax cuts for individuals. He
would give parents an annual tax credit of
up to $250 for establishing ‘‘educational sav-
ings'’ accounts (which he also estimates
would generate $9 billion a year more for
mortgage lending by thrift institutions). He
advocates sharply reduced capital-gains
taxes for long-held assets and a quadrupling
of permissible capital-loss tax deductions to
stimulate investment and capital liquidity.

Thus, while Sen. Bentsen has advocated
repeal of about $3 billion of business tax
breaks and- mmpeumme the oil de-
Pletionaliowance for-the itiakr o’ compa-

calls him “a status quo:Eindzef.guy.” .

»...,
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He Sees Balance as Byword
Of His Presidential Move;
Critics See Opportunism \

By NORMAN C. MILLER
8tafl Reporter of THE \VALL STREET JOURNAL
WASHINGTON—Sen. Lloyd Bentsen is a
smoothly polished Texan who travels a cau-{.
tious, zigzag path that keeps him close tol’
the political center. ;
His pragmatic approach has been highly ‘l;;lt:t sgma.:k pr:ﬁoncelved ideological view-
successful in Texas, where the Senator says tive? will it “t'; oulork? Wil it be eftec. |
his private polls show that 70% of the voters it e equitable? Can we atford
approve of his performance. Now the .
wealthly, one-time Insurance tycoon thinks Emé‘:";::oct;’l‘sif““ve
his seif-described ‘‘moderate politics’ — ! nks this pragmatis ‘
which offers something for just about every{ ::nt [;olltlcs. “I think people arem tli:e;x:::
blg interest group and party faction—will “TT: off by ideological solutions,” he says
make him the fallback candidate the Demo- (The other (Democratic) candidates are
cratic Party can rally around once all the wriythi ::’n a’BOVGiintc:. the middle,” he adds
.ggl.er presidential hopefuls kill each other ready there_"sm le. “I don't have to. I'm al.
Obviously, the 54-year-old Senator Iis In Tgo Bentsen wasn’t always in the middle
playing a long shot, perhaps aiming malinly m he ran a stridently conservative pri:
ary campaign to upset the liberal incum-

The question this ne

) atly balance i

;alll;esstxs. ;folat does Sen. Bentsen f:ngg::;?

‘ and for as he seeks the Pr ,
. i

The Senator’s answer: *I approac:snge:lcs{'x:
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at dealing his way onto the ticket as the vice
presidential nominee. But in a field in which
no one but George Wallace is running well,
Democratic professionals aren’t writing off
the chances of a contender who:
—Already has raised over $1.5 million to
power his campaign, putting him behind
only Gov. Wallace and Sen. Henry Jackson
in the money game, and far ahead of the
;other declared candidates.
—Has an excellent chance of locking up
the big Texas delegation as a bargaining
base {n a brokered convention, which many
Democrats anticipate.
—Has managed to satisfy vital interests

of both labor and business by balancing ad-
vocacy of labor-backed job-creation
pchemes with proposals for business tax;.
breaks and price decontrol ¢f oll and natu-

ral gas. o -

The Byword Is Balance
Balance has been Mr. Bentsen's byword
since he entered the Senate in 1971. Thus, he
advocates permanent income tax cuts pri-
marily for low-income persons, but he also
tavors cutting capital-gains taxes. He sides
with labor and other liberals on the need for
public-service jobs and expanded public
works, but he votes against food stamps for
strikers and for relaxing job-safety regula-

gate schools, but he tavors extending fed-
eral voting-rights protection to the Mexi-
can-American minority.

Sen. Bentsen denounces Henry Kissin-
ger's ‘‘outmoded” diplomacy, saying there's
too much emphasis on Russia and China,
Ibut he also says he would continue detente
efforts while spending more time improving
relations with Europe, Latin America and
Canada. He takes potshots at the Pentagon,
opposing some projects like the Trident sub-

tions. He votes against busing to desegre-

:a:en'tl. hz:::ran Ralph Yarborough. Since
man'y ) bover. he has 8uccessfully courted
m flrsta r leaders and other libergls who
o tytng“;::e ;ltter about the Bentsen tactic
oy - Yarborough to Vietnam war ri.

“Basically, I think Bentsen has
1%[0::1 record in the Senate,” saysmgg:ai
Texasy 'ubaerasllat;(r se;l(::]or a;‘td e Bent

' . . Zy cites Mr. -
tsen’s advocacy of voting protectionB::r
) lMexlcan-America.ns: and a tougher minimum
sncome tax on the rich as evidence that the
enator is ‘‘willing to fly in the teeth of th
Texas political establishment." o e
toﬂ?t:: sgme Texas liberals remain hostile
o - Bentsen, arguing that his balance'
oting pattern reflects cold-blooded calcul
;i:; dto; ;:olltical advantage. ‘As soon as hae-

ed to run for President,
trying to balance his votes so ;e r::ou?;af;:ﬁ
l.lke a nice moderate,” says Billie Carr the
liberal Democratic national comml'ttee
woman from Texas. “I'm afrald of some:
lbot!y who is in nobody's camp. It means he
sn't committed to anything, and a person

with no commitment is a
to put in office.” fdangerous person

In Washington, Mr. Bentsen’
, . sen’s Senate col-
leagues give him high marks for lntel(l,l-‘

marine. But he basically supports increas-

gence and hard work but sa

antly aloof loner who is hax)"dhteo tiri)\l\)rlit‘l‘aa"

g;ay man,” in the words of one Senator
me liberal Democrats believe that hé

Mmakes decisions much ljke a compiiter. ‘“He



seems to calculate every position In terms
of what it will do for him,’ says one liberal
Senator. “I don’t know what he really
stands for.”

Some Bentsen associates readily concede
the Senator’s presidential ambitions motl-
vate his political balancing act. ‘“So what?"’
demands one. ‘‘What do you expect him to
do? What do you think all the other candi-
dates are doing?"

Selling the Pros

Creating an image of moderation is the
essence of the Bentsen political strategy.
Unlike some other little-known candidates,
Sen. Bentsen makes no pretense of expect-
ing to break out of the pack and sweep the
primaries. He is concentrating on ‘‘selling
the party pros’’ on the idea that he would be
jan ‘‘acceptable and electable alternative''
they could turn to as the candidate of a bro-
kered convention, says one Bentsen adviser.
Thus, in a party often rent by passionate
warfare, Sen. Bentsen sees his bland and
rather bloodleas politics as an uitimate at-
traction.

Sen.” Bentsen i3 having some success.
;Yesterday, for example, a varied group of
1Virginia Democrats—including leaders of
‘the state party’s often warring conservative
and liberal wings—announced their support,
‘of the Texan. ‘‘Sen. Bentsen possesses the
kind of thoughtful and practical leadership
that our nation so desperately needs,’” the
group’s leaders declared.
On the stump, Sen. Bentsen denounces
‘‘Republican trickle-down'* economics.
‘“What we need now is an economic equiva-
lent of war,”” he declares. “We can do
peaceful battle to rebulld our citles, to re-
store our public transportation, to explore
and provide new sources of power. The list
is almost endless, and the jobs ‘are there,
waiting, by the millions.”

Bigger subsidies for public-service jobs
and public works wouldn’t be inflatlonary,
Sen. Bentsen contends, because industrial
production s so slack that the overriding
need {s for more fiscal stimulus. Although
his rhetoric implies vast spending increases,
the Senator tells an interviewer he has in
mind only ‘“moderate’’ immediate increases
in deficit financing.

Educational Savings Credit

Yet the Bentsen program also involves
an array of expensive tax reductions. He
has supported a $13 billion package of per-
manent income-tax cuts for Individuals. He
would give parents an annual tax credit of
up to $250 for establishing ‘‘educational sav-
ings’’ accounts (which he also estimates
would generate $9 billlon a year more for
mortgage lending by thrift {nstitutions). He
advocates sharply reduced capital-gains
taxes for long-held assets and a quadrupling

of permtssible capital-loss tax deductions to‘ )

stimulate investment and capital liquidity.
Thus, while Sen. Bentsen has advocated

repeal of about 33 billlon of business tax
breaks and has voted to ellminate the oil de-

pletion allowance for the mafor oil compa-

nies, he is clearly In tune with big business
interests. Indeed, wealthy ollmen back in
Texas, where Mr. Bentsen long was a mem-
ber of the Houston business establishment,
contributed $135,000 in 1974 to help get his
campaign going, according to a Common
Cause campaign-financing analysis.

Sen. Bentsen, then, has managed to
bridge the Interests of big business and big
labor. His record suggests, too, that he feels

comfortable with big and expanding govern--
ment, although he cites his business-execu--

tive experience as evidence he could man-
age the bureacracy better. He isn’t a poli-
tician who advocates basic changes in the
power structure. In sum, he is perhaps best
described by a fellow Senate Democrat, who
calls him ‘“a status quo kind of guy.”




b SBn.'Lloyd Bentsen of Texas, whose
rilling for Democratic presidential -
“gupport has resulted only in dry holes,
* is about to make his first big strike:
t/op-level. support of Vlrglnlas Demo-

eomml.tments from key figures cover-
lng the ‘entire spectrum of the state’s
democl.'aoy b j

L. Btate Chairman Joe Fitzpatrick, a
L lberal'who is probably Virginia’s most
'-pmerful Democrat; State Attorney
- Geperal.Andrew Miller, a moderate:
..Stats. S@qate Majority Leader Wwilliam

opkins; &

gos)nln conservative dean of the
‘. " ' congressional delegation; Richard Rey-
- nolds, Board Chairman of Reynolds
Alumlnum Co.

03 ?

llona share of the 54 convention dele-

;" rr." “mass’ meetlngs” next April. The Vir-
' .~ Bentsen is' becoming a serious candi-
., date’but also gives him a head-to-head
i victory over his major rival in the par-
i - ty's,moderate wing, Sen. Henry M.
) JackBOn of - Washington. Jackson al-
e ways has had high hopes in defense-
T onscléus Virginia, but Virginians have
{,. mever cottoned to him.
" . .Bentsen's Virginia blitz, with a dozen
appearances the last 14 months, has
een “under personal command of his
:indefat{gable national ¢ampaigo oper-
;*/Ben’. Palumbo, “Palumbo pes- |
W8 80-much we had to come
toq!. tsen " one party leader told

moderate; Rep. Thomas N.'

That ‘line-up promises Bentsen a -
gatles, whose election begins.with local

ginla gusher is not only evidence that -

monq '.I,‘uesday, Bentsen will unvell -

‘Vtrgmwns were u.mpressed,

J ohnson.

mo eration, grasp of economw u and

R

- us. Actually, he and other Vlrglnlans .

were impressed by Bentsens modera-
. tion, grasp of economi¢ lssges and:po- .
tential to be the first Democratlc presi- o
~dential candidate to carry, Vlrgh;lm' ‘

since Lyndon’ B Johnson.

A footnote: 'Bentsen js turning. to SO
sues tallored for competitlon With'
Jackson and- Gov. George: Wallace .on :
the Democratic right. He has been tak-

ing a hqrd anti-crime 1line and is poach-

sue by criticizing U.S. participation in -

the Helsinki ‘European $ecurlty Con-.‘g

ference.
o .

President Ford's lnvlﬁtibn w{f.hel

family of LSD suicide victim Frank Ol-
son resulted spontaneously from anger
at the breakfast table on July 11, when
he read \news stories 'linking- Dr. Ol-
son's death to- governmentraponsored

- LSD tests, In the Oval Offive later, the .’

President ordered aides to .extéend.an"
! invitation to the whole tamlly-—despite :
. reservations among; his aldes.q ;

A major reaervation. The ln t?ggp

mlzht prpjudxc .
gense infthe family’s multi-millibhn-col-

pge {mt the Central Intelli-
wh;qh sDonsored t.he

LSD
Questtons Were also ramed abnut sln-
gllng out the: Olson family when other

" cases might develop. That turned ‘out

pr0phetlc Laste “Wednesday, James R.

. Chrlstensen, soq pf a retired marine
‘_'Colonel who committed suicide in 1966
ing on !Jackson’s national security, is-,

aftm' telling his wife he feared he had
beenldrugged by.: LSD 'said a law suit
may, be; brought’ against the govern-
41{ Presldent Ford is willing to
ecords ;10 the Olson family,”

“Christensen sald p.ls family wanted no

less. ' .

But Mr. Ford turned a. deaf ear to all
reservatlons If his‘kindness to the Ol-
son family’ costs'the government one

" million dollars or. more, he said the:

govamment deserves it. He ordered

“his. statf to cheqk the accuracy of the

front page

'stoped' in"The Washington
York Times. If correct,

o meeting with U.S. senats
. recently not only. b
.. . Soviet press campa
" 7. ‘tary of Defense Jame

.- Defense Secretary Me!

e gove.rnmenb’s de-

‘added: “It is also tin oql.to ahl

- c&ndldate "

™

.u'ed !

added. two additional;

confldentlal State Dep
that “It is un(.omtq
Laird has been ment.lo
sor to (Henry) 'Kis

Sen. Jackson may:i

Jackson.

But when hard- line ‘ _ovlg n:tmaga_n ;
dist Yuri Zhukov .of-Pra rged
Schlesinger with a ¢ ( b
U.S.-Soviet agreeme
a nuclear “fhststrilgé




Bentsen’s Campaign C_hief Quits: 1'

By David S. Broder
Washington Post Staff Writer

i Sen. Llovd M. Benesn Jr.
i (D-Tex.) lost the manager of
his presidential campaign yes-
terday amid reports that fi-
nancial troubles a e forcing
cutbacks in his staff and
changes in his strategy. -
Bentsen announced' that his
cmapaign director, Benjamin
L. Palumbo, had resigned “for
personal reasons.” His press
secretary, Jack Devore, said
there is “absolutely no connec-
tion between the resignation
and the reduction in the num-
ber of people” in Bentsen’s
Washington headquarters '
Palumbo, in a: telephone in-
terview yesterday, denied that
his quitting was related either
to financial problems in the
campaign or what some Bent-
sen associates described as a
disagreement between Palum-
bo’s “go-for-broke” strategy
and one aimed at being
“everyone’s second choice.”
Bentsen, a wealthy Houston

insuramce and banking ‘execu-
tive, has been one of the most
i successful - fund-raisers
i large field of Democratic pres-

in the

idential hopefuls.

His most recent official re-
port, filed in July, said he had
raised more than $1.5 million
in 1974 and the first half of
this year. He ranked third
behind Alabama Gov. George
C. Wallace and Sen. Henry
M. Jackson (D-Wash:):in total
receipts. and' in his-‘¢ampaign

treasury balance. -

But other' Democratic fund
aisers noted that Bentsen ap-
parently spent a quarter-mil-

lion dollars more in the first
half of this year -than his cam-
paign toak in. His balance
‘dropped from $652,951 in De-
cember to $386,598 at the end|

of June.

The operatmg deficits re.
through

portedly continued

this summer, despite an inten-
sive personal fund-raising ef-
fort by the senator and a di
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Palumbo said last night that
“money is tough., but every
candidate has found that.” He
said the Washington office
had cut two professional staff
members and two clerical
aides, as- well as.. six: summer
interns. But he sald those cut-
backs: were:: balanced by .the
hiring of. additional field rep-
resentatives- 5. in .- California,
'‘New York,-,Pennsylvama, Mas-
sachusetts Virgxma and Okla-
homa.™ ",

Palumbo:- also sald he had'
“no disagreements with the
senator” on campaign strat-
‘egy. But: others close.to Bent-
sen said:there Had been a con-
tinuing - debate between Pa-
lumbo’s’ desire for Bentsen to
test his strength in key indus-
trial state primaries,.lke New
York, Pennsylvania- and Mas-
sachusetts, and a more cau-
tious strategy aimed instead at
making Bentsen a broadly ac-
ceptable second choice in case
.| of a deadlocked convention.
The senator is also an an-
ounced candidate for election
"to a second term in the Senate
-next year. under a Texas law

seek both offices simultane-
ously. -

Bentsen is expected to win
the lion’s share of the Texas
delegates in a presidential pri
mary his home state backers
were mstrumemalgm arrang-

which permits an individual to !

' He has also won pledges of
support from leading Demo-
ccrats in Virzinia and some
Southwestern states, including
Oklahoma. Some strategists
reportedly have counseled him
to adopt an. “‘expanded favor
ite-son” role’ and hope that he

mise choice at the coqvenuon
rather than test hisst

support

New Jersey Democratic’;poli-
tics who joined BentSen’s' staf
about 18 months ago; w3
strumental in seeunng speak:
ing dates for the senator ‘be-
fore union audiences and big-
1city: Democratic gronp&

tion as one of the most aggres-.
j campaign managers, both in’

ing his candidate. -

Bentsen said in a formal
statement yesterday that “Ben
remains a close personal fri-
end . . . a talented, capable
person, whose advice and
counsel will be missed.”

The announcement said that
Bob Healy and-Ron Platt, two
other members of the cam-
!paign staff. will coordinate the
-senator’s efforts. Sources close
'to Bentsen said the search for
Ja new\campmng manager

et &

would emerge as a compro--»

Palumbo, 38 a product of'.

Palumbo- earned - a: reputa"’::

merchandising and’ pubhcxz-

isive of the current crop of-




Looking Toward Texas

Chief executives of major southern companies
make Sen. Lloyd Bentsen their choice.

As a Democratic presidential candidate,
Texas Sen. Lloyd Bentsen could apparently
take the South in 1976 about as unopposed
as was Gen. Sherman on his march through
Georgia a hundred years ago. And indi-
cators are that the Texas Senator could
take the South while incurring little Wallace
or Kennedy threat.

This is the case if chief executive of-
ficers of The South’s Top 200 Companies
are any indication of the region’s political
thinking. The Top 200 is a compilation of

Rep. Morris Udall

publicly held, nonfinancial companies
headquartered in the 10-state South,
ranked in order of sales volume by The
SOUTH Maga:ine in July/August 1975.
The CEQO’s were asked to indicate their
choices to a variety of questions from a
list of 17 potential or campaigning 1976
Democratic presidential nomination
hopefuls (see accompanying tables).

The 17 hopefuls or contenders listed
are Florida Gov. Reubin Askew, Sen.
Lloyd Bentsen, Arkansas Sen. Dale
Bumpers, former Georgia Gov. Jimmy
Carter, Idaho Sen. Frank Church,
former Oklahoma Sen. Fred Harris,
Minnesota Sen. Hubert Humphrey,
Washington Sen. Henry Jackson, Massa-
chusetts Sen. Edward Kennedy, former
New York Mayor John Lindsay. Montana
Sen. Mike Mansfield, South Dakota Sen.
George McGovern, Maine Sen. Edmund
Muskie, former North Carolina Gov.
Terry Sanford, California Sen. John
Tunney. Arizona Rep. Morris Udall,
Alabama Gov. George Wallace, and a
blank was left for executives to fill in
anyone else they considered a candidate

The business executives are opinion
makers as well as decision makers. says
The SOUTH Magazine Editor Roy B.

Former New York Mayor John Lindsay

panel function. The editor said the 34 per
cent response from the 200 company of-
ficials is considered a good return.

In the survey. conducted in mid-July,
Alabama Gov. George C. Wallace, a

Bain, who surveyed the 200 chief exe-
cutive officers. The editor, in a letter
to the president or chief executive officer
of The South's Top 200 Companies. asked
the company executives to serve on The
SOUTH Maga:zine Editorial Opinion
Panel with the political survey the first

perennial presidenlial candidate, was

easily out of the front running.

the responding chief executives indicated?
a preference for Sen. Bentsen, as comdis
pared to about 18 per cent for Gov. Wallacei et
Sen. Edward Kennedy is expected by a
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- CEQpinions

overwhelming majority to get the 1976
Democratic presidential nomination.
Further, an even larger percentage of the
responding executives indicated they
think Kennedy is the Democratic can-
didate with the best chance of being
elected president.

Non-favorite

On the other hand, Kennedy drew the
distinction of being the overwhelming
non-favorite insofar as southern business
executives’ willingness to serve him in a
cabinet or committee appointment.
Kennedy carried the score of 25 per cent
in the *‘least willing to serve™ category.
But perhaps more suprising was a com-
paratively close second in the same cate-
gory by Gov. Wallace with 18 per cent of
the responses listing him as the non-
favorite candidate for cabinet or com-
mittee service.

Besides that, Gov. Wallace tied Sen.
George McGovern, with 21 per cent of the
votes each, in the category in which the
business executives were asked who they
thought least able to surround himself
with top quality staff and cabinet.

In the same questionnaire, the south-
ern business executives were asked how
thev rated President Gerald R. Ford’s
performance. He was rated excellent by
34 per cent of the respondents, adequate-
fair by 61 per cent and inadequate-poor
by five per cent. The business executives
were asked to give a |-to-10 numerical
rating on 12 presidential qualities of
leadership. Their average numerical re-
sponse for all 12 categories was 7.05 on
the 1-to-10 scale. President Ford was
rated 5.96 by the executives on the same
scale.

Respected Statesman

The 12 presidential leadership quali-
ties rated by the business leaders were:
foreign policy, economic policy. adminis-
trative ability, domestic policy, fiscal
matters, diplomacy, political party leader-
ship, ability to attract top quality cabinet/
staff, quality as a respected statesman,
quaiity to perceive the country's needs,
ability to **sell”” country on nceded pro-
grams, and ability to work with the
Congress.

In response to the question of who
would best serve southern interests, to
include busincess, Sen. Bentsen received
35 per cent of the respondents’ votes —
the top mark by far. Gov. Wallace was
second with 18 per cent and former North
Carolina Gov. Terry Sanford and former
Georgia Gov. Jimmy Carter were third
with each receiving 12 per cent of the
favorable responses. On the reverse side of
that question, who would least serve

14 The SOUTH Magazine ¢ Sept/Oct 1975
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Rating the Presidency

Southern business executives think the
president of the United States should be a
most capable man. rating at least seven
on ascale of one to 10 in a variety of abil-
ities. And on that same scale, the same
southern business executives found
Gerald R. Ford falling slightly below their
ultimate expectations for a U.S. president.

The editor of The SOUTH Magazine
surveyed the president or chief executive
officer of The South’s Top 200 Companies
to ascertain their opinions of both the
qualities needed by the president and to
rate President Ford. The South’s Top 200
Companies is a compilation of publicly
held. nonfinancial companies headquar-
tered in the 10-state South, ranked in
order of sales volume by The SOUTH
Magazine in July/August 1975.

The big company executives were
asked to assign a numerical value, from
one to 10. with one the bottom and 10 the
highest possible, on 12 presidential qual-
ities. Then the business executives were
asked to rate President Gerald R. Ford on
the same scale. The average score of ex-
pectation for an American president was
7.05 on a scale of one to 10. President
Ford received a 5.96 by the business exe-
cutives on the scale.

One of the responding company chief

executives declined to rate President Ford.
The question asked: “‘On a scale of one to
10, how would you rate President Ford?"”
The 12 categories above were then listed
with a blank for a numerical rating. The
company executive wrote across the form:
**Unfair question due to his appointment,
etc.”

Several of the business executives
indicated their feelings beyond merely
marking the questionnaire. For example,
one drew a bracket around the entire list
of 17 candidates and wrote: “*The sorriest
slate of candidates the party has ever had
to offer this country.” The same execu-
tive, given a blank in which to insert
another candidate of his choice other
than the ficld of 17, wrote the name of
former California Gov. Ronald Reagan.
But then he suggested that, “If Reagan
does not qualify (since he is not a Demo-
crat) substitute Wallace for Reagan.™

And one company official who indi-
cated Sen. Bentsen was his choice for
the candidate who would best serve
southern interests, then indicated Sen.
McGovern *“and most of the others”
would least serve southern interests. Then
when he marked Sen. Kennedy as the hope-
ful with the best chance of being elected, the
executive wrote beside the selection, *‘un-
fortunately.”
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Our editors surveyed the president or
chief executive officer of The South’s
Top 200 Companies on their 1976
Democratic presidential opinions. The
Top 200 is a compilation of the re-
gion’s top publicly-beld nonfinancial
companies ranked by sales volume in
The SOUTH Magazine. July/August,
1975. The business executives were also
asked to rate the qualities of a presi-
dent, and to rate President Gerald R.
Ford on those same qualities. Here are
the results of the survey, with 34 per
cent of the 200 company executives
responding:

1. Here is a list of 17 hopefuls or possible
contenders for the 1976 Democratic Presi-
dential nomination. In each of the questions
to follow indicate your chuice.

Gov. Reubin Askew (Florida)

Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (Texas)

Sen. Dale Bumpers (Arkansas)

Jimmy Carter (former Georgia Governor)
Sen. Frank Church (Idaho)

Fred Harris (former Oklahoma Senator)
Sen. Hubert Humphrey (Minnesota)

Sen. Henry Jackson (Washington)

Sen. Edward Kennedy (Massachusetts)
John Lindsay (former New York mayor)
Sen. Mike Mansfield (Montana)

Sen. George McGovern (South Dakota)
Sen. Edmund Muskie (Maine)

. .Terry Sanford (former N. Carolina governor)
Sen. John Tunney (California) .
Rep. Morris Udall (Arizona) )

Gov. George Wallace (Alabama)
(Other, you specify)

2. Of the hopefuls, which do you think
would: -

—Best serve southern interests, to include
business?

Bentsen35% Askew 4% Kennedy2%
Wallacei8%  Humphreyd%  Muskie 2%
Carter 12% Jackson 4%  Tunney 2%
Sanford12%  Bumpers2%

—Least serve southern interests. to include
business?

Kennedy35%  Church 4% Harris 2%
McGovern Humphrey Mansfield
19% 4% 2%
Wallace 7%  Jackson 4%  Sanford 2%
Lindsay 5% Udall 4% Tunney 2%
Askew 4%

- 3. Which oi the hopefuls do you think is:
—Most capable of handling the job as

president?
Bentsen26%  Jackson 7% Muskie 47
Wallacel8%  Maunsfidd 5%  Askew 2%
Humphrey Carter McGovern
12% 4% 2%
Sanford 9% Kennedyd4%
—Least capable of handling the job as
president?
McGovern Tunney Udall
28% 1% 4%
Wallacel6% Carter 4%  Bumpers2%
Kennedy 14%  Church 4%  Humphrey 2%
Lindsayl1% Harris 4%  Jackson 2%

The Survey Results

4. Which of the hopefuls do you think is:

—Moost likely to get the nomination?

Kennedy 4%  Muskie 7%  Wallace 5%

Jackson Humphrey Bentsen
18% 5% 4%

—Least likely to get the nomination?
Lindsay23% Carter 9% Askew 2%

Harris Tunney Humphrey
12% 7% 2%
Sanford12%  Bumpers5%  Mansfield 2%
McGovern Wallace Udall
11% 5% 2%

§. Which hopeful do you think has:
—The best chance of being elected?

Kennedy Wallace Humphrey
61% 7% 2%
Bentsen Muskie McGovern
11% 5% 2%
Jackson 7%  Askew 2%

—The least chance of being eleled?

Lindsay Carter Humphrey
23% 7% 2% :
Sanford16% Harris 7%  Kennedy 2% -
Wallace Tunney Mansfield
14% 5% 2%
McGovern Askew Udall
11% 4% 2%

6. Which of the hopefuls would you be:

—Most willing to serve in a cabinet or com-

mittee appointment?

Bentsen30% Wallace 5% Lindsay 2%
Sanford Askew Mansfield
1% 4% 2%
“Jackson Carter McGovern
1% 4% 2%
Humphrey Kennedy Tunney
5% 4% 2%

Muskie 5%

—Least willing to serve in a cabinet or com-
mittee appointment?

Kennedy25% Harris 5%  Jackson 2%
Wallacel8%  Askew 2%  Sanford 2%
McGovern Church Udall

14% 2T 2%
Lindsay Humphrey

7% 2%

7. Of those naumed, which do you consider:

—The most able to surround himself with -

top quality staff and cabinet?

Bentsen26%  Sanford 7%  Wallace 4%
Kennedy Mansfield Bumpers
14% 5% 2%
Humphrey Askew Udall

12% 4% 2%

Jackson 9%  Muskie 4%

—The least able to surround himself with
top quality staff and cabinet?

McGovern Humphrey Bumpers

21% 5% 2%

Wallace21% Carter 4% Church 2%

Harris 9%  Jackson 4% Tunney 2%  _{---
Lindsay 9% Sanford 4% Udall 2%
Kennedy 7%

8. On a scale of !-10-10 (1 being bottom and
10 the top) how effective should a presi-

dent be in:

(After each presidential quality is the
average score: the range of numerical expec-
tations was 1-to-10 in each case)

Foreign Policy — 6.85

Economic policy — 7.38

Administrative ability — 6.92

Domestic policy — 6.80

Fiscal matters — 6.78

Diplomacy — 6.54

Political Party Leadership — 6.07

Ability to attract top quality cabinet/
staff — 8.58

Quality as a respected statesman — 7.10
Quality to perceive country's needs — 7.37
Ability to “sell” country on needed
programs — 7.39

Ability to work with the Congress — 6.78
Average numerical expectation was 7.05

9. Of those 17 hopefuls named earlier,
which in your opinion consistently rates:
—Highest in all 12 categories in {tem #8?

Bentsen30%  Wallace 7% Kennedy4%
Jackson Mansfield Askew

11% 5% 2%
Carter Muskie McGovern
1% 5% 2%
Humphrey Sanford Udall

7% 5% 2%
—Lowest in all 12 categories in Item #8?
McGovern Harris Sanford
23% 5% 4%
Kennedy 19% Udall 5%  Tunney 4%
Wallacel12%  Carter 4%  Church 2%
Lindsay Jackson Humphrey
9% 4% 2%

10. How would you rate President Gerald
R. Ford's performance as a president?

Excellent 34%
Adequate/Fair 61%
Inadequate/Poor 5%

11. On a scale of one to 10 (one being the
bottom and 10 the top) how would you rate
President Ford in?

(After each presidential quality is the
average score, the range of numerical expec-
tations was 1 to 10 in each case)

Foreign policy — 6.27

Economic policy — 6.21

Administrative ability — 5.66

Domestic policy — 5.78

Fiscal matters — 5.79

Dipl

Political party leadership — 5.06

Ability to attract top quality cabinet/
staff — 6.33

Quality as a respected statesman — 6.30

Quality to perceive country's needs — 6.25

Abil

programs — 5.28
Ability to work with the Congress — 5.91
—The President’s average score was 5.96

omacy — 6.00

ity to *sell” country on needed
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southern interests. to include business,
Sen. Kennedy was the overwhelming
choice with 35 per cent of the response
and Sen. George McGovern was second
with 19 per cent. But Wallace was third
with seven per cent of the non-favorable
responses.

Bentsen scored highest again in re-
sponses to the question of who is most
capable of handling the job as president,
he received 26 per cent. Gov. Wallace
scored second with 18 per cent. Sen.
Hubert Humphrey was third with 12 per
cent of the response and Sanford was
fourth with nine per cent. On the flip
side of the question of who is least capable
of handling the job as president, Sen.
McGovern scored highest with 28 per
cent, Gov. Wallace second with 16 per
cent and Sen. Kennedy third with 14 per
cent.

Contender

When it came to the question of the
contender most likely to get the Demo-
cratic nomination, Sen. Kennedy received
an overwhelming 54 per cent majority.
Sen. Henry Jackson was second with 18
per cent. The contender least likely to
get the nomination, in the opinion of the
South’s Top 200 Companies’ chief exe-

16 The SOUTH Magazine * Sept/Oct 1975

cutives, is former New York Mayor John
Lindsay, with 23 per cent of the response.
Sanford and former Oklahoma Sen. Fred
Harris were second with 12 per cent, and
McGovern and Carter immediately be-
hind them.

Kennedy ran up the highest score, 61
per cent, again on the question of the
contender with the best chance of being
elected. Bentsen was a distant second
with 11 per cent, and Wallace and Sen.
Jackson tied for third at seven per cent.
Of the contenders with the least chance of
being elected, Lindsay led the field with
23 per cent. Sanford was next with 16
per cent, Wallace third with 14 per cent
and McGovern fourth with 11 per cent.

Most Willing

Sen. Bentsen scored 30 per cent of the
responses when the executives were asked
who they would be most willing to serve
in a cabinet or committee appointment.
Sanford was a distant second with 11 per
cent and Sen. Jackson third with seven per
cent. On the least willing to serve score,
Sen. Kennedy scored highest with 21 per
cent. Gov. Wallace was second with 18 per
cent, and McGovern third with 14 per
cent.

Bensten scored a Texas-sized lead in
the cructal question of who appears most
able to surround himself with top quality
staff and cabinet, scoring 26 per cent of
the responses. Sen. Kennedy was second

i .
A -,

Sen. George McGovern

with 14 per cent, Sen. Humphrey third
with 12 per cent and Jackson fourth with
nine per cent. Wallace was among the
also-rans with four per cent. On the other
end of the question, who is least able to
surround himself with top quality staff and
cabinet, Gov. Wallace and Sen. McGovern
tied for the dubious honor with 21 per
cent. Lindsay and Harris were tied in
second place with nine per cent each, but
Kennedy was next with seven per cent.

[t may not be surprising to close poli-
tical observers that Gov. Wallace did
not take major honors from among the
responses of the business leaders. The
Governor has always pointed his cam-
paign toward blue collar workers and
what he calls the little man. He has, in re-
cent campaign language at least, included
the country’s middle classes.

Speaking
Perhaps Bentsen has concentrated
on business and community leaders,
traditional decision makers, resulting
in his overwhelming popularity among
the business executives surveyed. Perhaps,
still, it is his Texas accent and familiarity
with southern traditional concerns that
make him popular. Or, perhaps he is
popular because he could be expected
to present an impressive image in a na-
tional campaign. But the guess of the
editors of The SOUTH Magazine is that
his popularity derives from all those
points as well as another major considera-
tion: the respondents in this survey were
business executives. And Sen. Bentsen
was himself a successful business execu-
tive interspersed with his stints in politics.
It is most probable that the business
executives responding tend to trust a
candidate who at least speaks their lan-
guage. (8
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. next spring to an eéssentially.

-istrative .assistant,’
Bentsens best hope in . be-.

teg‘yTﬁdzcéTeH
After Dechne in Staff and F1i 1nances

By cmusrovman LYDON .

Speaal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 7—-
' Benjamin L. Palumbo’s sudden
- exit last Friday as director

of Senator Llovd M. Bentsen’s
Presidential campaign was

" attributed officially to “per-

sonal reasons”

that nobody has
Washington yet chosen to
Notes explain. What-
ever the reasons,

the loss of Mr.

Palumbo’s promotional zeal
and his New Jersey-trained
savvy in big-city Northern’

politics seems to mark a -
. transition

in the
Democrat’s planning.
Troubled by a declining

‘cash balance and a lack of |

visible popular support, the
Bentsen campaign is weigh-
ing a strategic retreat—from
a ge-for-broke . drive
state: primaries

regional effort to become the
“favorite-son” of the South-
west.

From the be mmng, Mr.
Bentsen has had conflicting
advice from his staff. Lloyd
Hackler, his former admin-

coming ‘“everyone’s second
choice” and using a bloc of
Southern-state delegates to
bargain for the nomination in
a brokered Democratic con-
vention.

Mr. Palumbo was more in-
clined to believe that the
Northern primaries could be
decisive. And he believed that
Senator Bentsen would have
to shed his Texas regional
image in states . like New
York, Ohio and California,
in much the same way that
John F. Kennedy confronted
the party’s doubt about a
Roman Catholic candidate in

the West Virginia primary -
“of 1960.

Mr. Palumbo’s departure
coincided with the dismissal
of nine junior staff members
from the Bentsen headquar-
ters ‘here, though all hands

" insist there is no connection

between the two actions.
Money worries stem from
the lean returns on Mr. Bent-
sen's coast-to-coast search:
new financial ‘backing-.
month Senatot” Bentsen, a

£l

Texas

in -

saw Mr.

insurance million- ..
.out- with -ample-.

.Houston.
aire, s

support from’ the Texas busi--.

ness community. But the-
$650,000 treasury with which
he started this year was
down to $387,000 last June
and is now reported to be
" less than $200,000.

Vice President Rockefeller s
aides have scotched a rumor
that William P. Ronan, long
an intimate Rockefeller ad-
viser on politics in general
and transportation in particu-
“lar, was. about. to join the
: Vice: Preﬂd’ent staff heres

Prompted " ; inquiries
about .Mz, Ronan in a security
check b¥%agents. of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation,
..other New York associates of
Mr. Rockefeller jumped to the
conclusion that. Mr. Ronan
was about. to become the new
chief of the Vice President’s
staff, succeeding Ann Whit-
man,’
Manhattan this Summer. Some
fretted privately that Mr.

" Rockefeller’s Washington of-
fice was too heavily weighted
already with old retainers
from the  New York Gover-
nor’s office. _

In any event, the Vice

- President's - spokesman now
say, Mr.-Ronan was only get-
‘ting routine F.B.I. clearance
‘for access. &s an occasional
consultant,

[ ]

It may be a sign of the
times that in the generally
quiet preliminaries - of the
Democratic Presidential cam-
paign, there has been virtual
silence on questions of par-
ticular . interest to black
voters. ) ’

“Black support has become
something like Southern sup-
port was a few years ago.”
one Democratic professional
observes. “A candidate who
has it would just as soon
keep it secret.”

One Democratic candidate
has offered, as a small ges-
ture, 'to book his campaign
flights through a

contenders have ‘yet made
serious public or private
overtures for black votes that
ccf)uld. be crucial in a number

"Browing ranks of black
‘dlected offlcxals have been as

who .moved back to -

black-
owned travel agency. But in
fact none of the Presidential.

- conspicuously aloof from the
early entrants in the Demo-
¢ratic Presidential field. But
the first signs of serious
strategic: planning are begin-
ning to appear.

The Congressmnal Black §f
Caucus will hold its annual
dinner here on Sept. 27, at@
the end of a two-day work-
shop on political tactics and

strategy. More i_mpon;mt,
perhaps, the nonpartisan
Joint Center for Political

Studies is planning a De-
cember convention-for up to
3,500 black political leaders,}
to define the issues. they ex-

pect all Premdentlal candi-
dates to deal w1th ..

Sargent Shriver h_as finally
found a campaign manager
in Richard J. Murphy, 47
years old, an assistant Post-
master General in the Ken-
nedy and Johnson Adminis-
trations, and a widely praised.
general manager of  the
Democratic National Convean-’
tion in Miami Beach in 1972,

A protégé of the 'late
Paul Butler, Democratic party
chairman in the nineteen-
fifties, Mr. Murphy has had
one joo or another in every
Presidential campaign since
1944 when he was a precinct
runner in Baltimore. for
Franklin D. . Roosevelt. Mr.
Shriver now plans a formal
announcement of candidacy
about Sept. 20 and hopes to
have raised $100,000 in small
contributions by then to
qualify at the outset for
matchmg I-'edeml funds
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3entsen: No Chasing of Ronnbows

This is the second of a series exam-
‘ning the declared and occasionally un-
leclared candidates for the presidency.
The series began with Arizona Congress-
‘nan Morris Udall (TIME. Aug. 25).

Everybody's second choice. That
eems to be the presidential strategy of
‘enator Lloyd M. Bentsen. 54. who has
lans of emerging as the compromise
jominee after the front runners falter
nd the Democratic Convention is dead-
xked. A multimillionaire Texas busi-
essman who is not given to quixotic
ursuits, Bentsen has tried to hug the
1uddle of the road more closely than
«ny other candidate. A wobble either
) the left or the right makes him dis-
inctly uneasy. "Others are trying to
wove toward the middle of the party.”
e says. “But I don't have to
10ove. 'm already there.” o

Pearly Smooth. The .-
roblem with occupying / 4
ae middle so snugly is ¢
1at a candidate becomes,
el, middling. Bentsen
2Jes little to attract or re-
el. Mainly, he tries to
»othe with an approach
1at is pearly smooth and
bit soporific. “He dreams
reams but
\inbows,” was an early campaign
ogan. The result is a rather colorless
impaign, though one that exudes com-
:tence. Bentsen seems all but devoid
{ regional or personal quirks. His ur-
ine performance gives no clues that he

a Texan. Understated and restrained,
2 manages to conceal much of the in-
er man from public view. Says a long-
me associate: “Bentsen is one of the
ardest people in public life to get to
aow.” Adds Calvin Guest, chairman
" the Texas Democratic Party: “The
‘oblem is to communicate his great
adership ability. Groups he has spo-
:n to often go away without under-
anding what he really said.”

Bentsen likes to say that he speaks
ithout a Texas accent because his fore-
:ars came from Denmark by way of
wuth Dakota. But his family fortune
:finitely speaks the language of Tex-
. His father. Lloyd Bentsen Sr., and
s Uncle Elmer started buying land and
selling it in ways that brought accu-
tions, though little proof, of shady
isiness practices. From real estate, the
mily:moved into farming, cattle rais-
g, oil drilling, banking. Today Bent-
n Sr.iis worth an estimated $50 mil-
n. The candidate puts his own assets
$2.3 million, all of it currently placed
a blind trust.

Young Bentsen was a quick study
«d moved nimbly. At 21, he graduat-

from the University of Texas law
h100l. That same year he enlisted in
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the Army. later flew 50 missions over

Europe as a bomber pilot. and was shot

down twice. While on leave, he mar-
ried a Texas model. Beryl Ann: they
have three children. Mustered out as a
major at 24. Bentsen was elected the
youngest county judge in Texas. In
1948. he ran successfully for the U.S.
House of Representatives. becoming the
youngest member. He impressed a fel-
low Texan, Speaker Sam Rayburn. who
included Bentsen in his after-hours
bourbon-and-strategy sessions. Even
so. Bentsen did not make much of a
mark in the House—with the exception
of a speech he now regrets. During the
Korean War, he urged that atomic
bombs be dropped on the North Kore-
ans unless they withdrew from the
South. “I am wiser today.” says Bentsen.
whoclaims that a member of the
Truman Cabinet suggested he
make the speech to try to
pressure the North Kore-
ans to negotiate.

Bentsen retired from
the House in 1954 to go
back home and make
money. Starting with a life

insurance company cap-

italized with family funds.
he built a corporate empire
including apartment build-
ings. shopping centers, oilfields,
banksand a funeral home. Satisfied with
his stake, he returned to politics at a
higher level. In 1970 he challenged in-
cumbent Senator Ralph Yarborough, a
liberal folk hero. The primary contest
was gnmy even by Texas standards, the
candidates swapping insults worthy of a
saloon brawl. With the backing of Lyn-
don Johnson, John Connally and the
Texas political-financial establishment,
Bentsen scored an upset victory. That
fall he defeated Republican George
Bush. now chief of the U.S. liaison office
in Peking.

Changed Image. When Bentsen
arrived in Washington, Vice President
Spiro Agnew greeted him as one of the
“ideological majority” that would sup-
port the Administration. Bentsen quick-
ly set him straight: “I'm coming here as
part of the loyal opposition, not as part
of the Nixon forces.” He proceeded to
change his image by voting with the lib-
erals to make it easier to invoke cloture.
From then on, Bentsen was tagged as
“unpredictable.” Filling his office with
flow charts, maps and graphs, he estab-
lished a reputation for probing analysis
of complex issues. He took pride in ex-
posing economic illiteracy, whether
demonstrated by conservatives or liber-
als, admirals or environmentalists. He
won coveted committee assignments:
Armed Services, Finance, Public Works
and the Joint Economic Committee.

In the Senate, Bentsen has concen-
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trated on the.economy. A fiscal conser-
vative, he. deplnred big spending and
even objecte “\girevenue sharing as a
strain on Lﬁe :deget But during
the recessmuﬁ’.é ed for Govern-
ment interven

ey

servation Corps. the New;Deal: age

that put tens of thousands of young peo-

ple to work on federal conservation pro-
jects around the country. To stifilate
the depressed housing industry. Bentsen

has proposed giving a 20% tax credit to-

parents who place $250 a year in savings
accounts for their children’s higher edu-
cation. The savings institutions would
then be required to use 50% of the mon-
ey for housing loans.

Surprise and Chagrin. Convinced
that there will soon be a critical shortage
of capital. Bentsen has introduced a bill
to encourage more investment. The bill
provides for a scaling down of the 35%
capital gains tax. The longer an asset is
held. the less it would be taxed when it is
sold. After 15 years, the tax would be
trimmed to 14%. The bill also increases
from $1.000 to $4,000 the maximum
yearly write-off of capital losses.

To reach the middle of the road,
Bentsen had to move away from his close
identification with his home state’s larg-
est industry. To the surprise and chagrin
of some of his supporters. he voted for a
bill to abolish the depletion allowance
for the major oil companies while retain-
ing it for the independents, which do
much of the exploratory dnlling in the
US. Bentsen has also called for the cre-
ation of a federal bank to guarantee
loans to private industry for the develop-
ment of alternative energy sources. To
conserve energy, he has proposed a gas-
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oline tax that starts at Se¢ per gal. and
reaches 30¢ after five years.

Mainly preoccupied with domestic
matters. Bentsen has demonstrated no
particular aptitude for foreign affairs.
Generally. he goes along with his fellow
Democrats’ attacks on détente and Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger. Though
a hard-liner on defense. Bentsen often
raps the Pentagon for sloppy analysis
and wasteful spending. asking: “Can this
country afford a $17 billion-a-year civil-
ian defense payroll that is purely for sup-
port rather than combat purposes?”

Full Portfolio. Bentsen has raised
$1.5 million in campaign funds. more
than any other candidate except George
Wallace and Henry Jackson. He hasalso
enlisted some impressive political sup-
port. While refraining from an outright
endorsement. Senate Majority Leader
Mike Mansfield has said that Bentsen
has a full portfolio of presidential qual-
ifications. Bentsen has been formally en-
dorsed by Louisiana Governor Edwin
Edwards and by almost every important
office holder in Virginia. He is expected
to defeat Wallace handily in the Texas
primary and to do well in other parts of
the South.

But his visibility elsewhere remains
close to zero. Although he has been cam-
paigning for the presidency since the fall
of 1973, he has not been able to emerge
rom the growing cluster of candidates.
Bentsen is still so far down in the pref-
erential polls that he is not even listed.
Less than 40% of the electorate know
who he is—a statistic that nevertheless
gives him some comfort. “A year ago.
only 3% recognized my name,"” he says.
“1 consider that progress.” His chief
political adviser, Benjamin Palumbo,
thought that was not sufficient progress.
He urged Bentsen to speed up his cam-
paign and try to become the front run-
ner. Bentsen seemed to vacillate for a
while and then resumed his deliberate
pace. Palumbo quit the campaign this
month. Says a politician who knows both
men: “Ben is a crapshooter. and [ get the
distinct impression that Lloyd doesn't
want to shoot craps.” The meticulous
multimillionaire is obviously not ready
to go for broke.

Bentsen. in fact., has begun to pay
more attention to his home state. He is
also running for re-election to the Sen-
ate since Texas law does not prohibit
him from seeking the presidency at the
same time. He chose not to attend a
gathering of liberal Democratic presi-
dential hopefuls in Minneapolis last
week. the first of a series of debates to
be held around the country. Nothing
dramatic or flamboyant or even very in-
cisive can be expected of Bentsen as he
pursues his steady-as-she-goes cam-
paign. He wants to demonstrate that he
can manage the ship of state without un-
duly rocking it: he wants fellow Dem-
ocrats to feel secure with him rather
than excited or inspired. Then, by con-
vention time, they may be willing to set-
tle for their second choice.
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TECH SERGEANT LEONARD MATLOVICH

ARMED FORCES
"No” to Matlovich

Since his disclosure six months ago
that he is a practicing homosexual,
T/Sgt. Leonard Matlovich, 32, has
fought to remain in the U.S. Air Force,
which with equal determination has
been trying to oust him. Last week Mat-
lovich (TIME cover, Sept. 8) lost the first
round of the battle that he has vowed
to take to the U.S. Supreme Court if need
be. A three-man board of Air Force of-
ficers at Virginia's Langley Air Force
Base voted unanimously after a hearing
to recommend that Matlovich be sep-
arated from the Air Force with a gen-
eral (less than honorable) discharge. In
reaching its decision, the panel was
asked by the presiding officer to con-
sider only two questions: 1) whether
Matlovich’s homosexuality interfered
with his ability to perform military ser-
vice. and 2) whether “most unusual cir-
cumstances” existed that would justify
keeping him in the Air Force.

Half Dollar. After Matlovich re-
fused on the stand to “contract to be cel-
ibate. not to practice homosexuality.”
Colonel James Applegate. the Air Force
equivalent of a prosecutor, charged that
those unusual circumstances could not
exist "when Sergeant Matlovich says |
am going to go out and do what ho-
mosexuals do.” " The panel apparently
agreed. Their recommendation will be
reviewed by higher Air Force officers.
and a final decision on Matlovich’s case
will be made by Secretary of the Air
Force John McLucas.

At a news conference after the de-
cision was announced, a smiling, deter-
mined Matlovich held up a Bicentennial
half dollar and observed: “It says 200
years of freedom. Not yet—but it will
be some day.” Then, with his friends,
many of them homosexuals and in uni-
form. he retired to the Cue bar in Nor-
folk todrink beer.
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The Good Life
At San Clement

The last picture that Offé Atkins
had taken of Richard Nixon was at Cal-
ifornia’s El Toro Marine Base in Au-
gust 1974. There. Nixon had posed brief- 3"
ly with the crew that flew him to the
West immediately after he resignec
from the presidency. Last month Atkin
—the White House photographer dur
ing the entire Nixon Administratio
—received a surprise invitation fror g &
San Clemente to have dinner with P &
and Dick and shoot pictures of them. S

Like others who have paid calls “
late. Atkins found Nixon in good sp
its. He looked bright-eyed and
showed a touch of the old presiden &
bearing and vigor and was seeminglv ¢e-
termined to demonstrate that the Nixun
household had weathered Watergate
and returned to normality. Atkins’;col-
or photographs. shown exclusively in
TIME on the following pages. bear out
those impressions.

At San Clemente. Nixon follows a
schedule that seems to be a leisurely ver-
sion of his old White House routine.
Shortly before 9 a.m., conservatively
suited and always wearing an Amen-
can-flag pin in his lapel. he usually rides
a golf cart the quarter-mile from his
house to Building A, the former Coast
Guard station that serves as his private
office. There he makes telephone calls.
reviews his most important pieces of
mail and has lengthy conferences with
aides about his memoirs.

a

Late in the morning Nixon receives
visitors—who in recent months have in-
cluded Illinois Senator Charles Percy.
former [talian Premier Giulio An-
dreotti and ex-White House Aide Bryce
Harlow.

Nixon relaxes during the after-
noons. frequently getting in a round of
golf on the course at nearby Camp Pen-
dleton with his aide. Colonel (ret.) Jack
Brennan. Pat Nixon. by all visitors™ ac-
counts, is aglow—buoyant and relaxed
as she oversees Casa Pacifica or putters
in her garden. "I'm loving this place.”
she told a friend not long ago.

With the November 1976 deadline
for Nixon’s memoirs approaching. the
idyllic routine has begun to change. The
first 200 pages are due at the publishers
at the end of this month. and Nixon
has been working as much as eight hours
a day. On NBC's Today show last week,
Julie Nixon Eisenhower said Nixon has
been working on the Watergate chap-
ters of the book in recent weeks, and
she declared that “he’s going to write a
very candid book.” Would we, asked
Hostess Barbara Walters, leam any-
thing that we hadn’t known before? Said
Julie: “I'm sure you will.” :

TIME, SEPTEMBER 29
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Senator Lloyd Bentsen introduced legislation to protect
rape victims from harassment in court:

o avictim’s previous sexual conduct should not be used to
attack her credibility as a witness.

o a victim's previous sexual conduct should generally be
inadmissible as to the question of probable consent:

o questions on the admissibility of evidence of the victim’s
sexual history should never be raised in front of the jury or in

public. e
o requirements that other evidence atcompany a victim’s
testimony should be eliminated. -

o judges should be required to instruct juries that physical
evidence of a victim’s resistance is not necessary for
conviction.

Senator Bentsen has also sponsored a call for a National
Conference on the Prevention of Rape and the Treatment of
Victims. As he said in addressing a legislative conference on
rape:

“To the degree that men and women of good will join

5 A AT e

together in realizing that rape can be treated with sensitivity
and compassion, that procedures degrading to the victim
and encouraging to the criminal can be eliminated, then to
that degree will our national perspective change to one
which no longer tolerates the crime of rape and, ultimately,
to one in which rape literally becomes unthinkable.”

A strong supporter of ERA, Lloyd Bentsen is fighting to
prohibit credit discrimination against women. He has
consistently backed federal day care bills. And he has
supported legislation banning sex discrimination in higher
education and mass transit programs of the federal
government.

Bentsem N
for presidemnt.



Senator Bentsen'’s landmark bill to
, protect rape victims from harass-

v @3 ment in court applies to the District
of Columbia and all other federal jurisdictions. It can serve
as a model for state laws all across the country.

By prohibiting the brutalizing ordeal that rape victims now
experience in courtrooms, these laws will mean that more
victims will report, will accuse, will testify. And more rapists
will be convicted.

As Senator Bentsen said when he introduced his bill:

“Any serious and practical effort to deal with the rape
epidemic must begin by removing this barrier, which is
essentially one of outmoded, man-made, rules of evidence
in regard to trials for rape.”

For our society to move meaningfully toward eliminating
the crime of rape, women must play an increased role in
creating new programs and new procedures. That is why
Senator Bentsen has called on the Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration to confer with women'’s groups
across the nation on the means of preventing rape and
improving the treatment of victims.

Senator Bentsen supported the creation of a National
Center for the Control and Prevention of Rape as part of the
1974 Health Services Act. The President vetoed this
legislation.

Lloyd Bentsen was a chief sponsor of the Social Services
Amendments of 1973, which gave the states full flexibility to
provide day care, family planning, and both hot meals and
educational programs for welfare mothers. The bill made
these vital social services available to many employed
people, as well as to the unemployed.

He also supported the 1971 Comprehensive Preschool

Education and Day Care Act—and he voted to override the-

presidential veto of this important bill, which would have
provided HEW grants to establish day care centers every-
where in America.

He has supported provisions in major legislation—
including the 1974 Higher Education Amendments and the
1974 Mass Transit Act—to prohibit sex discrimination in

Bentsen In '76 Committee, Willlam Lane, Chalrman, Jack Blanton, Treasurer, 505 C St., NW, Washington, OC
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government programs. And he cosponsored a Senate
Resolution in the 94th Congress, directing all Senate
Standing Committees to review the laws and regulations of
the federal government and recommend legislation to do
away with all existing sex discrimination. This sweeping
effort to update federal law will, in part, put ERA into effect _
in federal operations even before the states complete its
ratification.

Senator Bentsen is a strong supporter of ERA. During t’-
struggle to get ERA through the Senate, he consisten
opposed the Ervin amendments and all attempts to weak
or kill ERA.

More recently, he voted to open the service academies
women. And he has cosponsored legislation to prohibit
discrimination in the credit industry.

IBRARY

We cannot allow rules written by men to say to worr

“You can work—unless you demand fair pay.

“You can work—unless you have small children to &
for.

“You can work —unless some subcontractor on a govern-
ment project just doesn’t want any women around.

“You can spend—but you can'’t get credit.

“You can follow—but you cannot lead.”

x
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Even more than men, women are hurt by the Republican
Administration’s high unemployment policies. As the head
of the economic growth subcommittee of the Joint
Economic Committee, Senator Bentsen is fighting for a full
employment policy: “Unemployment is even higher among
women than among men. And high unemployment means
even greater difficulties than usual for women who seek
advancement on the job: when there are few promotions
available, women in particular are held back.

“It is important that we write legislation to give women
equal opportunities. But it is equally important that we do
not allow continuing unemployment to wipe out the
advances we have already made.”

Bentsen also believes that the creation of a National
Health Insurance program is among our highest, and most
urgent, priorities. Such a plan must include full protection
from catastrophic illness, a national program to monitor
hospital costs and physicians’ fees, and universal accessi-
bility to good health care. He supported the 1974 Health
Services Act, which was vetoed by President Ford.

Education is another of Senator Bentsen’s high priorities.
He is the author of the Bentsen Educational Savings Plan,
which provides an income tax credit for money saved for
post-secondary education.

And, consistent with his long record of support of
equal opportunities for all Americans, he introduced
legislation against age discrimination in employment by
federal, state, and local governments.

Bentsen
for president.

20002. A copy of our report !s filed with the

Federal Elections Commission and is avallable for purchase from the FEC in Washington, DC. Photo by Jim Wells, =
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Achievements De;pi'tme“ Troubled Times
93rd’s Record
Impressive

The 93rd Congress was very productive, approving
legislation in such key areas as trade reform, pension
reform and restoring the constitutional balance of
powers.

It took initial steps to revitalize our economy and
began a full-scale assault on the energy shortage.

The 93rd was working during two of the most turbu-
lent years in the history of our government. A president
resigned his office as impeachment proceedings were
underway against him. And a vice-president also re-
signed and was convicted of a felony offense.

Against these and other unsettling events, the
achievements of the 93rd Congress seem even more re-
markable.

-Among the significant legislation enacted were the
pension reform bill, which | authored, and a bill | spon-
sored prohibiting the president from committing U.S.
troops to foreign wars for more than sixty days without
Congressional approval.

Legislation was also passed reforming and tightening
the Congressional budget process.

As initial steps to breathe life back into our econ-
omy, we set up a wage and price council to monitor
inflation, provided assistance to the depressed home-
building industry, set up badly needed public service
jobs and expanded unemployment benefits.

We also passed a comprehensive trade reform bill to
strengthen our position in international markets.

Other significant legislation passed are the Federal
Highway Act of 1973 and the Public Transportation
Act of 1974, the Alaska Pipeline Bill and a measure
establishing the Big Thicket National Preserve which
was the first bill | introduced to the Senate in 1971,

Much went undone, of course. The 93rd Congress
made only a start in efforts to resolve our economic
problems. And stronger steps than have been taken will
be needed to end the energy shortage.

These and other serious challenges face the new 94th
Congress.

Insuring a Speedy Trial

Congress has passed legislation | co-sponsored aimed at
clearing the growing backlog of untried cases in our nation’s
courts and reaffirming the constitutional guarantee of a
speedy trial.

It insures justice, for the defendant who has every right
to expect his name quu:kly cleared if he is innocent, and for
society which has every right to expect that the gullty be
rapidly convicted and sentenced.

Basically, the bill requires that all criminal cases in fed-
eral courts be tried within 60 days of indictment. It permits
an additional 30 days between the time of arrest and in-
dictment,

This would take effect over a seven year period.

When effective, charges will be dismissed if trials are not
conducted within’ the specified time limits. And if courts
and prosecutors are forced to dismiss cases under these
guidelines, the burden will be on them to explain this to the
people.

In passing this measure, Congress is saying to the federal
courts: Tell us what you need to clear away this backlog of
untried cases and we will give it to you. But when we give

you the tools, we will expect results,

PONDERING THE ALTERNATIVES—Treasury Secretary William Simon
provided key testimony at hearings of the Joint Economic Committee
which | chaired. Simon has shifted considerably from the administration’s
earlier denial that recession has become the number 'one problem facing
our country. He now predicts that widespread unemployment will get
worse before it gets better and could hit 8 percent within the next several
months.

Recession Deepens

Economic Growth
Key Weapon

Unemployment in our nation has hit 7.1 percent.
This means that over six and a half million Americans
cannot find work.

According to the best estimates, these figures will
continue to grow worse, with unemployment deepening
to 8 percent in coming months.

Even the President has finally conceded that we must
concentrate our energies on battling this deepening re-
cession and that we must begin immediately.

The most effective weapon we can use is the weapon
of economic growth. Such growth can bring us out of
recession without fanning the flames of inflation.

We must breathe some life back into the American
economy. We must get it expanding again. We must put
people back to work and at the same time get the pro-
ductivity gains we need to keep inflation under control.

Steps can be taken now to restore and mamtam a
healthy rate of economic growth.

For one, | am proposing $13 billion in tax relief to
restore to middle and lower income Americans some of
the purchasing power they have lost due to inflation.
The bill would save taxpayers money by establishing a
$250 tax credit as an option to the personal exemption.

Revenue lost to the government would be made up
by phasing in, over several years, a tax on our enormous
industrial and commercial energy consumption.

Along with this, we have to develop a more moderate
monetary policy to bring interest rates down and en-
courage capital investment.

Above all, Congress and the Administration must
work together to restore the confidence of the Ameri-
can people in their government, their economy and
themselves.

By providing leadership they can respect and by de-
veloping workable economic programs, | believe we can

" do this.
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Override of President’s Veto

~ G.l. Bill Benefits
College-Going Veterans

Overriding a presidential veto, Congress last month
rallied overwhelmingly to support a Gl Bill raising edu-
cational assistance benefits to college-going veterans by
twenty-three percent.

This was a move that has my strongest support.

It is estimated that some 4 million veterans from the
post-Korean period and another 7 million serving in the
Vietnam War are eligible for the increased benefits.

The twenty-three percent boost translates into an in-
crease from the $220 a single veteran now gets to $270
per month. A married veteran now receiving $261 a
month will receive $321. The benefits for a married
\;Etggan with a child will go up from $298 a month to

366.

For each additional child, $22 per month is added to
the stipend.

These increases will be retroactive to last September
in order to aid Gl students already enrolled in college.

And although the measure will cost $780 million in
its first year, studies have shown time after time that
for every dollar we invest in a veteran’s education, we
get three to six dollars back in taxes.

1

Letters to the Senmator

" To Believe, or not to Believe. . .

“l have lost confidence in a lot of our government people
but you are one of those | believe will do your best. . .Help
agriculture before it goes broke,"” :

—Max Hanks, Mount Pleasant

, “You wonder why we have lost faith in you and our
government in general? Try the three G’s and see where
they fit: greed, graft and gutlessness."’

: —Roy C. Beatrice, El Paso

In Support of Workable Programs

‘I would not be able to type this letter had it not been |
for the rehabilitation service in-this state. Thank you for
what you are trying to do for the handicapped of Texas
through the Vocational Rehabilitation Act.”

—James A. Deal, Odessa |

*“| was glad Congress overrode the President’s veto of the
G/ Bill. 1 feel that after these men have given a good part of
their lives.. .when they return to America with little
money, no jobs and sometimes disabled, they should re-
ceive support from the country they fought for."’ |

—Geoffrey Condiff, Austin

“Your efforts to establish a Commission on Federal
i Paperwork. . .will not only result in reducing costs for the
{  federal government, but will also aid in the growth of the
. nation’s thousands of small businesses who are today having
| to close down because of crippling additional overhead
| created by burdensome government paperwork."” ;
i —Claud H. Vaughan, McAllen
t
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“Reaching The People. . .”

Insuring the Privacy
Of Tax Returns

In 1973, former President Nixon issued an executive
order which opened the income tax returns of our na-
tion’s farmers to inspection by officials in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Although it was later reversed, it hinted darkly at the
potential for abuse of our Internal Revenue Service. In
response to this, | introduced last March the first bill in
the Senate to provide increased protection for the con-
fidentiality of federal tax returns.

Since then, however, there have been continuing rev-
elations of IRS abuse. Watergate disclosed various in-
stances where the White House misused confidential tax
returns. And, in 1973 alone, fifteen federal agencies
requested and received tax returns of individuals.

With this in mind, | am offering a new and stronger
bill to restore the integrity of the IRS and our tax
system in two ways.

It imposes strict limitations on who is allowed access

. _to_confidential tax. information_to_reassure. American_

taxpayers of the privacy of their tax returns.

And it insulates the IRS from political pressures by
requiring that all requests for tax information be sub-
mitted to the IRS in writing along with the intended
use of this information.

Our federal system of taxation enjoys wide voluntary
public support largely because the American people as-
sume their tax returns will be kept confidential and
immune from political misuse.

This is a necessary assumption and | am seeking,
through this legislation, to reaffirm it. .

DO YOU HAVE A NEW ADDRESS?

If you have moved please enclose the address
label from this Newsletter and your new address
when you notify my office to help us make the
change promptly.




Politics

Looking Toward

Chief executives of major southern companies
make Sen. Lloyd Bentsen their choice.

As a Democratic presidential candidate,
Texas Sen, Lloyd Bentsen could apparently
take the South in 1976 about as unopposed
as was Gen. Sherman on his march through
Georgia a hundred years ago. And indi-
cators are that the Texas Senator could
take the South while incurring little Wallace
or Kennedy threat.

This is the case if chief executive of-
ficers of The South’s Top 200 Companies
are any indication of the region’s political
thinking. The Top 200 is a compilation of

publicly held, nonfinancial companies
headquartered in the 10-state South,
ranked in order of sales volume by The
SOUTH Magazine in July/August 1975.
The CEQO’s were asked to indicate their
choices to a variety of questions from a
list of 17 potential or campaigning 1976
Democratic presidential nomination
hopefuls (see accompanying tables).

The 17 hopefuls or contenders listed
are Florida Gov. Reubin Askew, Sen.
Lloyd Bentsen, Arkansas Sen. Dale
Bumpers, former Georgia Gov. Jimmy
Carter, Idaho Sen. Frank Church,
former Oklahoma Sen. Fred Harris,
Minnesota Sen. Hubert
Washington Sen. Henry Jackson, Massa-

" chusetts Sen. Edward Kennedy, former

New York Mayor John Lindsay, Montana
Sen. Mike Mansfield, South- Dakota Sen.
George McGovern, Maine Sen. Edmund
Muskie, former North Carolina Gov.
Terry Sanford, California Sen. John
Tunney, Arizona Rep. Morris Udall,
Alabama Gov. George Wallace, and a
blank was left for executives to fill in
anyone else they considered a candidate

The business executives are opinion
makers as well as decision makers, says
The SOUTH Magazine Editor Roy B.

Humphrey,

panel function. The editor said the 34 per
cent response from the 200 company of-
ficials is considered a good return.

In the survey, conducted in mid-July,
Alabama Gov. George C. Wallace, a

Bain, who surveyed the 200 chief exe-
cutive officers. The editor, in a letter
to the president or chief executive officer
of The South’s Top 200 Companies, asked
the company executives to serve on The
SOUTH Magazine Editorial  Opinion
Panel with the political survey the first

perennial presidential candidate,
easily out of the front running.
Even though some 25 to 35 per cent of
the responding chief executives indicated
a preference for Sen. Bentsen, as com-
pared to about 18 per cent for Gov. Wallace,
Sen. Edward Kennedy is expected by an

was
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_ overwhelming majority to get the 1976

"Democratic presidential nomination.
Further, an even larger percentage of the
responding executives -indicated they
think Kennedy is the Democratic can-
didate with the best chance of being
elected president.

Mon-favorite
On the other hand, Kennedy drew the
distinction of being the overwhelming
non-favorite insofar as southern business
executives’ willingness to serve him in a
cabinet or committee appointment.
Kennedy carried the score of 25 per cent
in the ‘‘least willing to serve’” category.
But perhaps more suprising was a com-
paratively close second in the same cate-
gory by Gov. Wallace with 18 per cent of
the responses listing him as the non-
favorite candidate for cabinet or com-
mittee service. '

Besides that, Gov. Wallace tied Sen.
George McGovern, with 21 per cent of the
votes each, in the category in which the
business executives were asked who they
thought least able to surround himself
with top quality staff and cabinet.

In the same questionnaire, the south-
ern business executives were asked how
thev rated President Gerald R. Ford’s

performance. He was rated excellent by

34 per cent of the respondents, adequate-
fair by 61 per cent and inadequate-poor
by five per cent. The business executives
were asked to give a 1-to-10 numerical

“rating on 12 presidential -qualities of
leadership. Their average numerical re-
sponse for all 12 categories was 7.05 on
the 1-to-10 scale. President Ford was
rated 5.96 by the executives on the same
scale.

Respected Statesman

The 12 presidential leadership quali-
ties rated by the business leaders were:
foreign policy, economic policy, adminis-
trative ability, domestic policy, fiscal
matters, diplomacy, political party leader-
ship, ability to attract top quality cabinet/
staff, quality as a respected statesman,
quality to perceive the country’s needs,
ability to “sell” country on needed pro-:
grams, and ability to work with the
Congress.

In response to the question of who
would best serve southern interests, to
include business, Sen. Bentsen received
35 per cent of the respondents’ votes —
the top mark by far. Gov. Wallace was
second with 18 per cent and former North
Carolina Gov. Terry Sanford and former
Georgia Gov. Jimmy Carter were third
with each receiving 12 per cent of the
favorable responses. On the reverse side of
that question, who would least serve
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Texas Sen. Lloyd Bentsen

Rating the Presidency

Southern business executives think the
president of the United States should be a
most capable man, rating at least seven
on a scale of one to 10 in a variety of abil-
ities. And on that same scale, the same
southern business executives found
Gerald R. Ford falling slightly below their
ultimate expectations for a U.S. president.

The editor of The SOUTH Magazine
surveyed the president or chief executive
officer of The South’s Top 200 Companies
to ascertain their opinions of both the
qualities needed by the president and to
rate President Ford. The South’s Top 200
Companies is a compilation of publicly
held, nonfinancial companies headquar-
tered in the 10-state .South, ranked in
order of sales volume by The SOUTH
Magazine in July/August 1975.

The big company executives were
asked to assign-a numerical value, from
one to 10, with one the bottom and 10 the
highest possible, on 12 presidential qual-
ities. Then the business executives were
asked to rate President Gerald R. Ford on
the same scale. The average score of ex-
pectation for an American president was
7.05 on a scale of one to 10. President
Ford received a 5.96 by the business exe-
cutives on the scale.

One of the responding company chief

executives declined to rate President Ford.
The question asked: *“On a scale of one to
10, how would you rate President Ford?”
The 12 categories above were then listed
with a blank for a numerical rating. The

" company executive wrote across the form:

“‘Unfair question due to his appointment,
etc.” '
business executives

Several of the

. indicated their feelings beyond merely

marking the questionnaire. For example,
one drew a bracket around the entire list
of 17 candidates and wrote: “The sorriest
slate of candidates the party has ever had
to offer this country.” The same execu-
tive, given a blank in which to insert
another candidate of his choice other
than the field of 17, wrote the name of
former California Gov. Ronald Reagan.
But then he suggested that, “If Reagan
does not qualify (since he is not a Demo-
crat) substitute Wallace for Reagan.”

And one company official who indi-
cated Sen. Bentsen was his choice for
the candidate who would best serve
southern interests, then indicated Sen.
McGovern ‘“and most of the others”
would least serve southern interests. Then
when he marked Sen. Kennedy as the hope-
ful with the best chance of being elected, the
executive wrote beside the selection, ‘‘un-
fortunately.”
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United States senator and two writers

dressed silently and a little grumpily
for tennis the other morning at 7 o’clock
and walked onto the courts of the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel to find another
i senator sitting alone, lost in his own
thoughts. The fourth player, Lloyd Bent-
_ sen of Texas, looked up, stattied for an
{ . “Instant, and said, “Boy, I sure would like
: to be President.”

i That’s - probably as close as anyone
will come to confirming the suspicion
that if you shake any senator awake, his
first words would be something like that.
Among other things, the last four Ameri-
can Presidential elections have pitted
senators and former senators against
each other, and senators are among the
few Americans who have so little to do
that they can take the time to run for
¢ President. Most of us have to work.
coo Except for becoming a national hero,

being a member of the Senate is the

best route to the White House—perhaps
nine of the 58 Democrats in the world’s
greatest deliberative body are now look-
ing up that road. Which is something of
a bad joke if you've had the opportunity
to see senators in action—if “action” is
the word for talking, looking thoughtful
.on telévision and energetically, but
gracefully, avoiding responsibility.

The Senate is a comical, comfortable
imitation of what the Founding Fathers
had in mind. The great national debate
is a farce, acted out by two or three
-senators at a time, gesturing dramati-
cally at empty desks and glancing into
the galleries to see-if The New York
Times or Washington Post is taking
notes. The elders, like a hundred gran-
dees trailed by a hundred entourages,
are wandering from cameo roles at com-
mittee hearings to National Airport for
quick flights to $2,500 college speeches
or appearances back home to dazzle the
folks with.the glamour that has attached
to them since the television networks
decided Washington was America.

POLITICS IS MORE FUN

If it is true that the best government
is the least govermment, senators do lit-
tle enough harm to be any great threat
to the Republic, except ... cxcept that
W onc of them might becoine President.

5";,\ Pre-Presidential Washington is a very
{ small place inhabited by perhaps 30
e hopeful eligibles and twenty definitive
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", " ism—a groun that includes James Res-
i~ ton and R.W. Apple of The New York
¢ .~ Times, David Broder of The Washing-

Newsweek, November 4, 1974
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list makers, the dons of political journal--
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MY TURN: Richard Reevés

ton Post, Jack Germond of The Wash-
ington Star-News, Joseph Kraft and the
sweet-and-sour team of Rowland Evans
and Robert Novak. The mores of that
very small place are illustrated by a
Georgetown story told by a reporter
who claims to have overheard. Sen.
Charles Percy give instructions to his
wife when they spotted a certain news-
paper editor across a crowded room:
“There they arc. You take him and Ill
take her.”

- The collusion between political re-
porters and Presidential-class politicians
is crucial in the years between elections
—without each other’s help, both might
have to get involved in govemment.
Politics, of course, is more fun and less
risky. In the years since John F. Kenne-
dy pioneered the two-year Presidential
campaign, reporters and hopeful candi-
dates have worked out a four-year sys-
tem of expense-account traveling to
“key” states to meet -“key” leaders.
“Why blame us?” said an aide to Sen.
Walter Mondale, who was on Capitol
Hill between trips. “The press started
this. You guys will do anything to get
away from your wives and editors.”

WHO WON THE RALLY?

It’s too true, too true. The press is-
sued an outraged roar when President
Nixon refused to campaign in 1972. The
roaring about “hiding inside the White
House gates” took so much righteous
encrgy that reporters and editors never
got around to considering a little cover-
age of what the Nixon Administration
was doing in all those marble-fronted
buildings along the stately avenues of
Washington. )

The “exploratory” trips of Mondale
and others do keep idle hands at their
portable typewriters, even if the pub-
lished results are unread comedy. A few

.weeks ago, Mondale and Rep. Morris

Udall, another explorer, shared the plat-
form at a Democratic rally in Manches-
ter, N.H. The Washington Post reporter
following Udall reported that he “got
the morc favorable reaction, according
to several party leaders.” The Washing-
ton Star-News reporter following Mon-
dale interviewed “party pros” and in-
dicated the senator did better because
Udall told too many jokes.

Udall’s candidacy is, in a way, a reac-
tion to senatorial nomination domination.
Withoit commenting on the relative
qualitics and qualifications of Senate
and House members, there was a re-
cent demonstration of the differcrices

between nine

sen-
ators and one for-
mer governor, Nel-
son Rockefeller of
New York. The
Washington Star-

News felt compelled
to report on its front
page that Rockefeller’s first three days

before the Senate Rules Committee
hearings on his designation as Vice Pres-

ident were like a confrontation between

“the heavyweight champion” and a suc-

cession of “bantamweights.”

The fact is that, good or bad, Rocke-
feller had been doing things for fifteen
years while the senators had been talk-
ing about the same things. Governors .
(and mayors) have to raise taxes, han- :
dle prison riots, strikes and school-de- i
segregation orders and sign or veto '
abortion and capital-punishment legisla-
tion. Senators have to handle the com-
plex problems of outscrambling each
other to get twenty seconds of nightly
news time to comment on what Presi-
dents or nations or governors have done.

One of the things wrong with the
country is the concentration of network
tclevision in Washington. Every night,
millions of Amcricans are exposed to
Sen. Henry Jackson or Sen. Edward Ken-
nedy or Senator Percy ollering a couple
of sentences of reaction that make them L
sound as ‘if they are on top of the great i
issucs of the day. :

WHERE ARE THE- GOVERNORS? ;.

Cov. Danicl Evans of Washington or ]
Gov. Reubin Askew of Florida might
know more- about the subject, but their :
media reach is regional at best. There is 3
a moderate heightening of national in- ¢
terest in governors at the moment, but = |
this too can be expecied to pass for the ]
simple reason that it costs too much mon- i
ey and takes too much time to make |
network news connections with Olympia ,
or Tallahassee. ;

I don't want to closc on a completely
negative note about the 100 men of the ;
United States Senate. They are, in gen- i
eral, intelligent, attractive and well-in- ;
formed men who are articulate across a
hroad range of national and internation- !
al concerns. But if that's all we want in a i
potential President, we should go for i
the real thing and consider David Brink-
ley and Eric Sevareid. |

Richard Recves is a political writer
and tclevision comnmentator who pcrson-
ally knows 26 United States scnators.




