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ALBERT BENGUI�T 

l\1r. Hamii ton Jordan 
Carter Campaign Headquarters 
Plains, Georgia 

Dear Mr. Jordan, 

I· 

4600 Lamont Ave. Ap:t'r4-131 
$an Diego, Calif. 92109 
August 8, 1976 

On Tuesday, July 27, in a CBS news program, the reporter told about 
Sen. Mondale's amerldment to the tax reform bill. The reporter then 
remarked that though Mondale was for reform, he wasn't above providing 
a loophole for his friends. I haven't seen any news report that commented 
that although Mr. Ford has a reputation for decency and integrity, he 
wasn't above using unworthy political tactics to win delegates. 

On Sunday, August 1, Sen. Tower's remarks on a Face-the-Nation 
program referred to Mr. Carter's statements on his religious beliefs, 
equated his religiosity to the kind of fanaticism that develops a 
dictator. And I mean he used the word dictator. 

It is possible that you have not heard about these incidents, so I 
decided to write this letter. I am disguste� the obvious intent of 
some Republicans to continue Nixon smear tactics may have come to your 
attention in other incidents. I see that Mr. Carter said he was aware 
they were digging into his past. 

I hope you will do better in countering these attempts than is 
evidenced by the remark Mr. Carter gave when questioned about Nr. Mondalet�:s 
amendment. He should not have said he was glad Mondale rescinded the 
amendment. He should have said he wasn't criticising anyone who tried to 
help his constituents; that's why he had made the point that the system 
of taxation had to be analyzed in its total context. A comprehensive 
reform would make it possible for all legislators to only give legisla
tive benefits to constituents that would be fair to all • . 

I�A�ggest that it would be good campaign strategy to take the position 
that the issue is not "big" government, .but efficient government. You 
could make the point that perhaps those that are objecting to government 
interference may be complaining because they want to get away with some
thing. Though it is true that we have vast bureaucracies, what Mr. Carter 
w��ts to do is make them more efficient. Action to make them efficient 
would correct both problems: inefficiency and "bigness". 

I suggest that Democratic speakers during your campaign should deal 
with Republican charges against Democratic Congress as big spenders by 
digging up figures on Republican budget increases. In Federal, the 
comparison between Eisenhower and Truman years. The total figures would 
have an impact. In States, the figures for Rockefeller in New York, 
Reagan in California. I think you will demonstrate that when in power, 
Republican spending is not less than in Democratic administrations. 

Another issue could be turned against the Republicans. G�s like 
Simon tell people Government is inefficient, so let's do away with 
Government interference. The answer'is, if certain Republicans didn't 
corrupt the government, it �tlould be more efficient. Also, there are 
some recent examples of private enterprise inefficiency. 

I think if you examined Mr. Ford's economic policies, they could be 
exposed as being basically the old trickle-down theory. He proposed 
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measures feeding Government money or tax benefits to the top as the 
way to improve the economy. There was one example where the Company 
invested money thus obtained for it's own benefit. I think it was 
Mobil. The right speaker could cite Ford quotes and demonstrate the 
point in a way that would really chop him down. 

I suggest that you could get Sen. Humphrey to make a rousing speech 
inserting some of these points. At the appropriate time, after the 
pattern of Republican positions are clear, the right man could say 
things that could have the effect one of FDR's speeches used to have. 
It would be fun to put one together. 

I also suggest that in due time, you should persuade Sen. Sam Ervin 
give a speech on Watergate�related implications in this campaign. I 
would like to have him say that some Republicans have a lot of gall 
objecting to Democrats bringing the matter up, especially.after the 
pardon. At the time, some Republicans tried in every partisan way 
to divert the effort to uncever the truth. The issue of Ford's pardon 
has been smothered by the claim that Ford wanted to put the issue at 
rest, and go on with the Nation's business. But it haunts the country 
that we have established a precedent that justice is not equal for all. 
Some people still think Nixon is not to blame, and don't want to hear 
more about it. But Mr. �rvin could simply and effectively point out 
that the actuality of what Nixon did was tbe kind of actions an individ
ual would undertake if he wanted to nullify the Constitution. 

It is a mistake to think that this issue is not important. Observe 
the interest people have shown in the book and the film, "All the 
President'� Men''. Mr. Carter is correct in refraining from bringing 
this subject into the campaign himself. But other speakers, rllr • .  Ervin, 
Mr. Mondale, Mr. Muskie could very effectively talk about it. 

I realize that it is strategically difficult to bring up some issues 
that could be turne.d around against certain Democratic faults. But it 
distresses me that so often, Democrats are ineffective in cutting down 
hypocritical Republican arguments. They are go"ing to go all out in 
distortion; they have learned a lot from Nixon. I want fl:lr. Carter to 
win. I .hope you will have some benefit from my suggestions. 

Yours, 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: "The goal of criticism 
is to leave the person with the feeling that he's 
been helped. " 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

LUKE J. GAULE & SON 
Auctioners- 523-1033/1-364-4601 

* TODAY: It appears Ronald Reagan may have 
hurt himself again in selecting his vice-presi
dential running mate. It must have been a des
peration ploy to offset Pres. Ford bringing in 
the delegates to wine and dine them in the White 
House. But Reagan's following has come most 
strongly from the ultra conservative group. 
Sen. Schweiker is just the opposite - the most 
liberal Republican in the Senate. Where are 
Re3;gan' s followers if events would cause him to 
be replaced by Schweiker. The Penn. liberal 
said just the other day he "would love to be Pres. 
Ford's running mate". 

Soon as the announcement came, John Con
nally flew into the White House. He has been 
waiting in, the wings. Joining Ford now his only 
hope. Ford could do much better. 

The Lockheed scandals unravel. And to 
think that we financed Lockheed, bailed it out 
with our American tax dollars, after their a
gents traveled around the world buying off to 
the tune of millions .... those corrupt officials 
that we seem to have such profound respect for. 

rJ1mmy Carter sets serenely in Plains, Ga: 

( ���and his staff will be set for real action after 
Labor Day. He knows now that when you are 
out in front, you are the target and can expect 
a lot of sharp shooting from the rear. 

GLENN BRUNK STATIONERS 
All 0 ffice Supplies- 522-3363 

Second Class Postage 

pald at Springfield, Ill. 

HUBER PONTIAC 
Leasing- Autos & Trucks 

The last of the land in the Lincoln Home area 
is being closed with Hugh Garvey being paid 
$202, 500 for his single lot on the corner of 
8th and Jackson St. 

The most needed tax reform is on inheritance 
estate tax. There was a time when that tax was 
justified. But with the multiple taxes, today, 
at every.turn .... income tax every year ... it is 
one that in all justice, should be repealed. A 
man spends his entire life trying to build up 
something for his descendents - what he has 
accumulated, has been subject to income tax 
every year - what he has left should go to his 
loved ones instead of being confiscated by the 
government to be wasted around the world .... 

FIRST STATE BANK 
Friencfliest Bank In Springfield 

* CITY MAKES A BEWILDERING DECISION: 
By a vote of 4 to 1, only Com. Madonia dissen
ting, the Council rendered a decision that sets 
a new precedent for Springfield. It ruled against 
the public interest "forever" in this case, gran
ting "perpetuity" to the annexation agreement 
just made involving the dangerous intersection 
located on the West side of Washington Park, 
namely Fayette Ave. Chatham Road and the Old 
Jacksonville Road. A dangerous curve exists 
there. Planners have suggested a "T" intersec
tion. This would take a small amount of land 
from the owners, who plan to subdivide and 
devolop what was once the Smith Estate, located 

Jimmy Carter Presidential Library
Sticky Note
To view this document in its entirety, please contact the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library
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June 24, 1976 

Honorable Adlai E. Stevenson. m 

600 E. Monroe 
Springfield, nlinois 

Dear Senator Stevenson: J N 
On tax reform , fairness and common decency dictates t at consideration 
should be given now to those who fall victims of our Estate and Inheritance 
tax system. It is antiquated, o utmoded and should be abolished. 

This isn't just the view of an elderly survivor, it effects American life and 
in all ages. The government does not need this distress money. It comes 
at the expense of agony and sometimes near poverty. As you know, farms 
are being sold now because of the Inheritance Tax that lies ahead. 'VJith all 
of the many taxes we have now, the ordinary citizen meets them at every 
turn in his daily routine • • •  gasoline, telephone, entertainment, trav�l, 
sales tax, including drugs and food, cigarette,_ luxury, real estate, etc., 
the m ultiple hidden taxes on the other necessities of life plus the Income 
Ta.x for those who stili toil. 

The government has more money than it knows what tiD> do with, even with the 
mounting surge of wasteful spending. Yes, even giving away to foreign politi
cians and ungrateful nations under the false guise of ''foreign aid'' . . • •  

This is a subject that hits every family and is of a nature that no one wants 
to moan about publicly. But it seems that some leadership should be given 
to abolishing this burdensome and unfair tax, both Federally and State. It 
is conficatory and tyrannical. It seems we have arrived at the juncture when .. 
the interests of the American majority -the silent voice up to now, be fairly con-
sidered as against.�- all priorities to those of the organized minorities. 

I would appreciate if you would take time to read the enclosed encircled item. 

Sincerely, 

J. R. Fitzpatrick 

JRF/js 
Encl. - I 
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Dear Sir, 

Lu A. Vogel 
2420 Lee St.SE 
Salem OR 97301 

J.une 27, 76. 

Would you consider Sen.Bi�ch Bayue or Sen.Byrd for the number 2 
spot. Johnson, Humphry and Nixon have been my favorites before. 
Pres.G.Ford's fir�t two selections were pitifull. But V.P.N�lson 
Rockefeller is the first divorijed and remarried man to hold such 
a high office. He is a very good administrator and likes to share 
his worldly goods with the :people. 

I simply cannot agree with ?res.Ford's statement last year about 
being :proud of his son's experiences with dope while studying for 
forestry at Utah State. It might have brought ·also s.ome o{ the. dope . 
peddlers to light. 

Wish you success in your campaign against Regean or Ford. 

Sincere� 
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Apt. 204 
1500 :MASSACHUSEITS AVE. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

The Hon .  Jimny Carter 
Campaign Head.quai"ters 
Plains, Georgia 

Dear Governor. Carter: 

August 10' 1976 

It was my privilege to hear you speak and answer questions 
yesterday at the Public Citizen Forum in the International· Inn . I am a 
strong supporter of your candidacy for President of the United States; 
I wish you every possible success and good fortune in the coming Campaign. 

Together with so many others in the audience, I went to the 
lundhean open �d receptive to your expressions of policy and politics for 
1976. The good temper of your presentation, the high character whiCh your 
remarks and responses conveyed, surely won'J new friends for our party, 
new names aiinng the Jimny Carter ·faithful, and finned up the active support 
of those who already knew what they could expect from you. I was frankly 
impressed and deeply gratified to ntniiber myself ammg your entlrusiastic 
followers. 

. Against this background, I was startled to discover right in the 
middle of your presentation--in whiCh I was greatly interested--that my mind 
wandered and· I quite lost the thread of positions you were advocating for 
our consideration. For several IOOIIElts you went along without me . My 
concentration is usually very precise and· durable so I asked around the table 
during the questiOn period whe� this had happened to others. Everyone near 
me agreed that it had. I believe there is cause here for sane concern and, 
roore import:antly, that, if this is a symptom of one weakness in the campaign 
forthcoming, it can be remedied. 

�Purpose In Writing 

I write to you in all sincerity and humility to share with you what 
I believe needS to be done to overcome definite, recognizable weaknesses in 
your presentations based· upon this one iilcident � I base my reccmnendations 
on my own professional and political experience. 

continued ... 

\ 



Gov. Carter 
page 2· 

FIRST NEED AREA: EF'FEGriVE LEADS AND TRANSITioNS WITIIIN THE SPEECHES 

It is not sufficient for Gov� Jimny Carter to know this issues and 

his ·positions. When he begiils to speak, he nrust have a ready grasp of key 

lead 'phrases that will signal the 'audience what especially to listen for. 

Stock leads cail and 'nrust be developed by staff in consultation with the can

didate� 

Leads: 

Good, simple leads should do these things : 

1. Pre-SUlliiiarize the, main part ·of the speech to follow. 
This pre,...st.nl1Ilary signals to the audience the main. points . 

2. Set· the serious tone· of the speech after the usual 
off-hand or huroorous ·introductory remarks. 

c=· 
. . 

3. Begin the development of a thematic overall structure 
to the speech (about which more below). 

· 

Leads need not be fonnal at all. For example,· having first made . his 

greetings and anecdotes, the candidate might say (hypothetica�ly) , 

I I 
• •  We are here this mming to affinn our indepeUdence 

from the policies. and politics of'the Nixon-Ford 
administrations�· I will ·tell you what I shalt propose 
to the Congress if elected President, what impact our 

efforts cari �ve on America 1 s future, and, most important 
in my view, what you can do to �lp us · achieve our goals .. 11 

Those in the listening audience would now tmderstand that they will hear a 

list of specific proposals, what the list nean�L"' to the cetmtry, and, finally, 

that they should listen for soine action step near the end that involves them. 

This makes for effective cormumication. 

Transitions: 

Effective transitions occur within the body of the speech and signal 

to the audience that one topic is . firi.ished and another one is ·beginning. They 
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page 3 
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are crucial to the maintenance of momentum in the speech and contribute 

very greatly to enhancing the appearance of competence and control in the 

deli very of remarks. They should do these things: 

1. Signal that the candidate is moving ahead to 
the next general topic or area in his remarks. 

2 � Re..,;.state in different words what the candidate 
has already said. 

3. Give added emphasis to the salient point of what 
has been said. 

4 � Qperi. � the next topic. 

For example, if Gov. Carter has made a series of proposals and wishes 

now to turn attention to what impact these changes .could have on 

·America �-s· future, he first says? ([lypothetically) , 

�' • •  These then are Eight Steps to· a Better (Energy 
Policy, Life for ·Farmers, or whatever) . They aim 
to oe ef�ective and comprehensive. And they will 
create Sbo� bbo jobs. But what may be more important 
in the long run is that these Steps will also build 
stronger ·families in America. Let us consider for 
the next few moments the meaning of the impact of 
0ur policies on families:: . · · 

SECOND NEED AREA: DEVELOPMENT OF THEMATIC FOCUS IN ALL CAMPAIGN SPEECHES 

With more evident structure and clearer order to Gov. Carter's 

remarks, wi'll c0me . the . beginnings' of ·leading themes for the carrpaign. 

I neard Jiirnmy· Carter say· at lunch that our task is "To make the government 

as· good as the American people''. That may have the rlilg of a leading 

theme, one around which other arguments, proposals, statements should 

be bound. .If it is a theme it needs to be picked up, given special 

status· abnve other expressions and restated systematically in a variety 

of contexts. 
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Gov. Carter 
page 4 

Since I don't know what themes the campaign staff are seeking--

nor even whether this work is under way yet-I cannot corrnnent in detail. 

But I would urge that the core staff cork with Gov. Carter to identify 

and frame for thematic application a few of his key leading concepts. 

John F. Kennedy said everywhere in the autumn of 1960, 

"I ask your help!" and also "Let's get America moving again!" Together 

. these leading themes provided a motive appeal which helped voters join 

the special thrust of that campaign and set the stage for subsequent 

wide identification with the more famous, "We face a New Frontier in 

,Amer:i:can politics.n What ,focus will Gov. Carter give to the autumn 

of 1976? 

IN CONCLUSION 

Since Gov. Carter and the staf,f are understandably wary of 

the further use of 0utside speech writers, it may be that the problems 

I� nave described have become a blind spot in the campaign. If special 

staff have not. been :i:dentif'ied, I strongly urge that you use your 

existing staff Telationships to develop and prepare speech materials 

that ·meet the two need areas. 

Many thanks ,for reading this unsolicited contribution. 

Let l·s win in November. 
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THE WASHINGTON MONTHLY 

1028 CONNECTICUT AVENUE. N.W. 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20036 

202.659.4866 

August 23, 1976 
CLftD . 

bt lf/5 

' flJ). fk 
Stuart Eizenstat 
PO Box 1976 

Atlanta, GA 30301 

Dear Mr. Eizenstat: 

I need some information, and Helen 
Dougherty said you were the one to write. 

My father is preparing a discussion 
group on Rhodesia/U.s. African policy and 
I, being in Washington, volunteered to 
provide him with backup material from 
this side of the country. 

Could you have someone send as soon 
as possible anything you have on Jimmy 
Carter's views on Africa and Rhodesia? 
Thank s very much. An address label ls 
attached to help speed things up. 

P.S. If it will help even more 
he's all for Carter! 

yes, 




