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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
22 East 40th Street New York, New York 10016 (212) 725-1222 

Governor Jimmy carter 
1974 campaign Chairman; 
Democratic National Committee 
P. 0. Box 1524 

Atlanta, Georgia 30301 

Dear Governor carter: 

July 31, 1974 

Thanks very much for your letter of July 24. I would very 
much like to discuss with you ways in which the Democratic Party 
can address issues of concern to the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 

Among our various concerns, there are two which seem to me 
particularly relevant to the sense of alienation of which you 
write. They are: 

1. The right to privacy - Americans are increasingly 
troubled by the data collection practices of p'lJ,blic 
and private agencies. However, there is not a single 
piece of federal legislation that safeguards priVacy.· 
The one law Congress has adopted in this field - the
Fair Credit Reporting Act of 1971 - is more effective 
in insulating credit bureaus against damage suits 
than in protecting privacy. 

2. Government secrecy - Under the guise of "national 
security," "executive- privilege .. or 11classification, 11 

. 
. 

many federal agencies have been able-to conceal their 
workings from the American public. Citizens have little 
ability to feel they are irl control of their own govern
ment if they do not e�en know what it is doing. 

·I would be very happy to discuss these issues with you. 

Edward J. Ennis, Chairman, Board of Directors • Ra.msey Clark, Chairman,. National Advisory Council 
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( Perhaps we could talk when I am in Atlanta on September 

13. My schedule is very flexible on those two days and 
· 

visit you at your convenience. Let me know. 

Sincerely, 

!:> .... 

L 

AN/rh Aryeh Neier 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 

22 East 40th Street New York, New York 10016 (212) 725-1222 

July 31, 1974 

Governor Jimmy carter 
1974 campaign Chairman; 
Democratic National committee 
P. 0. Box 1524 

Atlanta, Georgia 30301 

Dear Governor carter: 

Thanks very much for your letter of July 24. I would very 
much like to discuss with you ways in which the Democratic Party 
can address issues of concern to the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 

Among our various concerns, there are two which seem to me 
particularly relevant to the sense of alienation of which you 
write. They are: 

1. The right to privacy - Americans are increasingly 
troubled by the data collection practices of public 
and private agencies. However, there is not a single , 
piece of federal legislation that safeguards privacy. 
The one law Congress has adopted in this field - the 
Fair Credit Reporting Act of 1971 - is more effective 
in insulating credit bureaus against damage suits 
than in protecting privacy. 

2. Government secrecy - Under the guise of "national 
security, .. "executive privilege" or "classification," 
many federal agencies have been able-to conceal their 
workings from- the American public. Citizens have little 
ability to feel they are in control of their own govern
ment if they do not even know what it is doing. 

I would be very happy to discuss these issues with you. 

Edward J. Ennis, Chairman, Board of Directors • Ramsey Clark, Chairman, National Advisory Council 

Aryeh Neier, Executive Director Information Department: Claire Cooper 
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( Perhaps we could talk when I am
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in Atlanta on September 

13. My schedule is very flexible on those two days and 

visit you at your -convenience. Let me know. 

AN/rh 
7r;·�� 
Aryeh Neier 
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August 7, 1974. 

J'.1r.. Aryeh Neier 
American Civil Liberties Union 
22 East 40th Street 
New York, New York 10016 

Dear Aryeh: 

Thank you for your letter of July 31. I 
s�are your concern that the Nixon Administration 
has concealed much of its activity from the 
American public to an unprecedented degree. 

I am enclosing our issue analysis paper on 
privacy which I believe will be of interest to 
you. I have asked my staff to contact you to 
arrange an appointment when you are in Atlanta. 

JC/s.cq 
·Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Jii!li!ty Carter 

. , ,_,-
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To: Governor carter ,� 

From: 

Date: 

·,·;·. 

Steve; Chandler 
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