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+  American . 44 East 23rd Street  Telephone - . Cable.

Heart New York WY 10010 2124779170 : - ~ Amheart New York ;
t) © Association : ‘
-Governor Jimmy Carter ' T ) -6 Aug 74

1974 Campaign Chairman
Democratic National Committee‘
P.0. Box 1524

Atlanta, Georgia 30301

Dear Governor Carter:

Thank you for your letter of July 24, 1974 to Dr. Hundley. We too
‘believe that voluntary health organizations can be helpful in the
development of public policy options. We also agree that this role-
has too often been overlooked.

The American Heart Association has recently celebrated its 25th
Anniversary. As part of this milestone we -set "prevention" as our
priority for the next quarter century. A similar dedication to
preventive. medicine would also be appropriate for the federal
government. '

52'It is clear that;the incidence of heart disease and stroke can be7aw
dramatically reduced by early detection of risk factors ‘and’ their
The‘same may be‘true of many other dread'disorders

‘National,health policy unfortunately has emphasized and contlnues

- to emphasize ‘problems of acute:care. . Commitment to preventive
‘meédicine hasg been greatly lessened: in industrialized nations- with
‘the elimination of mass epidemics like yellow fever. Then too, in the 7_
‘case of "modern epidemics" like hypertension (i.e., high blood - oo
pressure) the cost of preventive medicine may seem prohibitive. P
Nevertheless, the ultimate rewards both in terms of economic

" benefit and alleviation of human suffering would be well worth the
investment. - :

: Please let me know if you would like me to further elaborate my
" thinking. - o e
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