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Mr. Everett G. Royer, 
Ohio Director 

August 1, 1974 

American Soyb�an Association 
P.O. Box 158 
Hudson, I ��a 50643 

Dear Everett: 

Thank you for your letter of July 27. As a 
peanut farmer, I arrt familiar with the.specific 
concerns which were forwarded to mfi! by Hr. Ralph 
Jackson. I have asked my staff to carefully review 
the information he sen�. 

I appreciate your support and thought you would 
be interested in the enclosed issue analysis papers 
on agriculture and rural develop�ent. Please let 
me continue to hear from you. 

Sincerely, 

Jimmy Carter 

JC/scg 
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Irwin, Ohio 43029 

July 27, 1974 

Governor Jimmy Carter 
1974 Campaign Chairman 
Democratic National Committee 
P. o. Box 1524 
Atlanta, Georgia 30301 

Dear Governor Carter: 

Since I am a director of the American Soybean Association, 
representing the state of Ohio, a copy of your July 16th letter 
to Ralph Jackson, executive vice president of the American 
Soybean A�sociation, was sent to me. 

I very much appreciate the interest in u.s. agriculture that 
you expressed in your letter. 

u.s. farmers should be ver�eful for the efforts and 

senators and con ressmen during the past 
may further be said that the Democratic 

party was the farmers better friend during all those years. 

(F. armers should further find themselves elated that you are th0 
campaign chairman of 1974 Democratic National Committee, with 
a decided Ttnterest in u.s. agriculture. 

a��.Q.,.,. 
EGR/j h Everett G. Royer 

Director from Ohio 
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August 1, 1974 

Mr. Ralph T. Jackson, 
Executive Vice President 
American Soybean Association 
P.O. Box 158 
Hudson, Iowa 50643 

Dear Ralph: 

Thank you for your letter.of July 25. As a peanut 
farmer, I am familiar \'lith the specific concerns you 
expressed. I have asked my staff to carefully review 
th e information you included. 

I am enclosing our issue analysi s papers on agri
culture and rural development which may be of interest 
to you. Please let me continue to have the benefit of 
your'thinking. 

JC/scg 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Jim!'lY Carter 



JuJ¥ 25, 1974 

Governor Ji� Carter 
197 4 Campaign Chairman 
Democratic National Committee 
P. o. Box 1524 
Atlanta, GA 30301 

Dear Governor Carter: 

american 
Soybean 
association 
Post Office Box 158 
Hudson, Iowa 50643 
T e l e  (319) 825-3296 
Cable USBEANS Telex 465637 

We appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing the American Soybean Association con
cerning ways organizations such as ours might make a contribution to better govern
ment and better understanding between representatives of government and agricultural 
groups which are so vital to the nation's economy. 

In response to your request to help inform Democratic candidates on the issues of 
concern to ASA and soybean farmers, I will attempt to outline the-Association's 
views on several key issues we feel are quite important. First, let me give you 
a little of our organizational background and philosophy. 

We are now a 23-state organization representing the interest of the American soybean 
farmer. These state associations ranging from Minnesota to Florida are affiliated 
with :the American Soybean Association. Georgia is one of the active state associa
tions· and Mr. Bill Prichard of Louisville serves as the state association president. 
He is also a member of the National Board of Directors and·a member of our Committee 
on Government Relations. ASA policies are developed by the state associations who 
submit resolutions to the ASA for consideration and action. Each state association 
president serves as a member of the Resolutions Committee. Through this process of 
the state presidents' making recommendations to the national board and then to the 
voting delegate boqy, policy for the year is adopted, usualJ¥ in mid-August. I am 
enclosing for your information a cop,y of the 1973-74 policy resolutions adopted at 
the ASA convention in Des 'Moines, Iowa in August of 1973. 

You will note that ASA has since its exist.ence, maintained a philosophy of self help 
in concentration on market development to expanathe markets for soY-beans and soybean 

$oailcts rather than a government supplY management technigue to limit :eroduction 
and to regu�te prices through production payments to either plant or not to plant. 

·sqybeans have consequentJ¥ been the only major crop that has never had acreage controls 
so the grower has always had the freedom to plant as many acres as he chooses. His 
choice is an economic one of whether to grow soybeans, corn, cotton or other crops. 
This choice depends on his ability to make a profit from his land, management and 
labor. This philosophy we feel should be maintained at all cost. Georgia farmers 
as well as 13 other states are doing something about expanding the self-help program 
by initiating � per bushel checkoff programs. These programs are for the sole 
purpose of developing overseas markets and sponsoring research through the land-grant 
college system aimed at increasing yields per acre and profit to the grower• 

ma rket development /legislation/research 
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A few specific issues of vital concern to us are the so-called strategic grain 
reserves, either national or international, which would be controlled qy govern
ment. While we are not opposed to a reasonable carryover of soybean stocks from 
one crop year to the next in order to keep the pipelines f�lled and customers 
satisfied, we are opposed to these stocks of beans being held by the U. s. govern
ment or some international government body. Reserve stocks should be held qy the 
farmers and the ·private trade, both domestic and overseas. The soybean grower is 
a business man and has now built adequate storage facilities. He can do his own 
job of orderly marketing based on his own decisions of when to sell or buy. 

Another issue we feel is of vital concern is the action our overnrnent took last 
ear in placi an .ern argo on soybean exports. This was done because of a so-called 

ternporar,y s ortage of supp , 1c 1nc1 en a turned out to be a situation of 
inadequate reporting of stocks on hand, rather than a short supply. This action 
did great daiiiage in. destroying confidence on the part of overseas customers in the 
U. s. farmer as a reliable supplier and it could take ye�rs to restore this con
fidence. We certainly hope action can be taken to prevent this ever happening 
again• 

Other issues include the need for better legislation to prevent crippling dock 
and transportation strikes that liurt agriculture first and to the greatest degree. 

� strikes put the farmer at the mercy of a few longshoremen and powerless to 
do arzything significantly about it. Dock strikes also affect the lives of many 
millions of people around the world. 

ASA is supporting the Trade Reform Act of 1973 which is now before the Senate. 
This one needs passage in order for the u. s. to have the necessar,y tools in the 
upcoming round of GATT negotiation. 

On research, soybean farmers are helping themselves but this is an area where 
greater research appropriations are needed by the Federal government, aimed at 

developing liigher yielding vaneties in order to get maXJ.murn production on our 
acreage and the need to produce for an ever growing demand of soy protein and 
oil. Soybeans have never gotten what we feel like is a fair shake in comparison 
to its economic importance to the countr,y. 

Governor Carter, I hope this will assist you in making these views known to 
Democratic candidates. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues 
with you and am taking the liberty of a skin Bill Prichard to set u intrnent 
in order for t e o meet with you at your convenience. 

Thanks again for allowing us to express our views. 

�:ztJ 
Ralph T. Jackson 
Executive Vice President 

RTJ/klb 
Enclosure 
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