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SOME NOTES ON ISSUES 
·····-� 

In our national surveys we have also been looking at in-depth 

attitudes toward a number of issues. An attached memo from my 

partner John Gorman deals with a number of the questi�ns about the 

economy and the relation between Ford, Carter and the Democratic 

Republican Parties. In a few pages here, I would like to merely 

comment on some of the general issue findings that supplement his 

memo. 

When we asked voters what was the major problem facing the 

United States today, we found results similar to those we received 

after the Democratic convention. Economy, recession, depression 

headed the list with 18 percent of the responses; followed by jobs 

and unemployment at 16 percent; inflation, high food
··
.pri�·es, 12%. 

When one passed beyond the economic.issues, we found that the whole 

issue cluster of moral decay, poor leadership, �oor politicians, lack 

of values, etc. ranked second. That question also included concern 

about corruption and lack of honesty and crookedness in government, 

which was high. FollOwing that was the whole area of government 

spending, waste, government, reorganization, and general governmental 

problems, which formed the third issues cluster. These are much the 

results that we have seen ih past surveys. 

We also gave voters a list of various issues and aske� them to 

rank each issue on a scale from 1 to 5, meaning not very �mportant at 

all, to very, very important, and tell us how they ranked each issue. 

The results were as follows: 



ISSUE INTENSITY 

PERCENTAGE SAYING "VERY, VERY IMPORTANT" 

Corruption in government 

Unemployment 

Inflation, cost of living 

Crime & Drug Abuse 

Mismanagement of the federal 
government 

Help, aid to the elderly 

Strong national defense 

Deficit _spending by the federal 
government 

Moral decay 

Health care 

Energy 

Foreign policy 

Problems of the cities 

Gun control 

Environment 

Busing 

Abortion 

49% 

46% 

44% 

43% 

40% 

37% 

35% 

35% 

32% 

31% 

24% 

23% 

22% 

22% 

21% 

20% 

18% 

As we can see, the list was headed in intensity with government 

corruption, unemployment, inflation, and crime. What is interesting 

is that none of the issues broke the 50% mark for being very, very 

important. Normally, we would expect to see sev�ral of these issues 



in the 50-60% category. This may suggest in part that the public is 

less concerned or less intense over specific issues as we enter this 

presidential year than they are on larger questionsr as they have 

been on specific issues in the past. We also asked voters to review 

the list again, and tell us which issue the government should work on 

first and which on second. The results were as follows: 

1st 

GOVERNMENT SHOULD WORK ON Inflation 31% 

Unemployment 15% 

Crime 10% 

Corruption in 
government 8% 

Mismanagement 
of government 5% 

Government 
spending 4% 

2nd 

47% 

30% 

21% 

19% 

17% 

10% 

From this list we can see that inflation on first choice was 

more than double that of unemployment, which indicates just the rise 

in that issue and that concern for voters. Previously we had seen those 

issues running about equal. 

We also asked voters which of these issues the president could 

do the most about and which he could do the least about, and to again 

rate them in order. The results were as follows: 



PRESIDENT CAN DO MOST ABOUT: Inflation 

Foreign Policy 

Mismanagement of 
government 

Corruption in 
government 

Unemployment 

Spending 

1st & 2nd 

27% 

23% 

22% 

22% 

19% 

18% 

We can see from this list again inflation tops the list of what 

the president could do the most about, followed by foreign policy, 

and then a jump for government spending. When we asked voters what 

the president could do least about, moral decay ranked first, pro-

blems of abortion ranked second, and problems of the city ranked third. 

We also asked a series of questions about alienation. We found 

some very interesting responses to the statement "Is the country head-

ing in the right direction or seriously going in the wrong direction?" 

We found 24% said it was going in the right direction, 64% said it was 

going in the wrong direction. On some of the alienation questions: 

That most politicians don't really care about people like me, we 

found that 45% of the voters agreed, 41% disagreed. The rest were not 

sure. Finally, on the question that "the Republicans make the economy 

good in election year, and hurt it the other three years in order to 

get re-elected - the leap-year prosperity argument - we found that al-

most a majority, 48% of the voters agreed with that, and about 37% dis-

agreed. The balance undecided. 

We tested a number of specific issues questions on the electorate. 

On the question of whether the government could be reorganized or 

whether that was not really possible, again we found an overwhelming 

percentage, 86% who did believe that government reorganization was a 

realistic possibility. Only 5% who felt it wasn't. 
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On the question of "d:j_d ___ p_eo.p_le_favor guaranteeing everyone a 

job11 we found our highest percentages yet this year, F7% in favor, 
-------------------------------·-

26% oppose. We also asked those who favor'· if they would still 

�-··-----� 

favor the proposition if it meant the government creating jobs for 
�-----.. 

people, and here we found a agreement of 78% to 14%. In a different 

vein, we found that by an 88 to 7% margin, people believed that those 

on welfare who could work should be forced to
.

accept jobs or be 

cut off welfare. 

We tested Jimmy Carter's statement that restoring trust was 

was the major issue of 1976, and we found an astounding 76% of the 

voters who agreed with that statement, and 19% disagreed. 

On the question of national defense, we found our highest 

percentages in recent years, ��4�4�.����f�a�v�o�r�i�n�g��e�x�p�a�n�d�i�n�g��o�f�o�u�r defense, 

and �7% keepin� juse as it is, and lR% saying we could spend less. 

There has been a steady trend this year for increasing defense spendin� 

and we find it in this statement. 

We asked people on the question of health care whether we 

should keep health care as it is, which drew 16%, institute a small 

system for catestrophic illness, which drew 26%, and a guaranteed 

national health care system that guaranteed everyone as much health 

care as he or she really needed, 33%, or have a totally nationalized 

health care system, where hospitals were nationalized, doctors 

licensed, prices controlled, etc. 17%. The last two solutions, 

gua�anteed national health care for everyone, and total national-

ization add up to 50% of the electorate favoring those propositions. 

When we asked people whether they would be willing to have their 

taxes raised to pay for a health' care system which would guarantee 
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everyone as much health care as he or she n�eded, we found that 47% 

said that they would, 43% said they would not, 11% were not sure. 

Even though it is a slight plurality in favor, this is down from 

numbers we had seen in the past. We also asked some questions about 

abortion. We asked people whether thev would favor a constitutional 

amendment to outlaw abortion, we found 32% in favor and 54% opposed, 

with 14% undecided. We found a plurality of the Catholics also opposed 

abortion. On the statement we asked people, if they would ever 
----��.----::-

agree to vote for a candidate who supported abortion, we found 20% 

agree and nearly 70% who disagree. As we saw earlier on the intensitv 

scales, abortion ranked at the bottom in terms of intense issues, 

and barely came up in the open-ended issues. So while it's an issue 

of high visibility and great importance, perhaps, to those who make 

it visible, it is not a wide-reaching issue in the Presidential 

election. 



In your opinion, what has been the 
outstanding success of the Foru­
adffiinistratJOn? 

Keeping cotmtry from falling apart, 
brought back even keel 

Generally good job on economy, improved 
economy 

Curbed inflation 

Bringing honesty and integrity back 
to government 

Standing up to Congress on veto policy 

Keeping peace 

Ending Vietnam \\far 

Foreign policy, forei�1 affairs, Kissinger 

Generally good job, strong leadership 

Everything 

Hasn't done anything 

Helped �ged, promised to help 

· ... ·: 

7% 

7 

6 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

18 

elderly, and increase Social Security 1 

Other 7 

Don't Know 38 

5% 

4 

5 

5 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

23 

7 

34 

- -�· 



In your opinion, what has been the 
major failure of the Ford Administration? 

Nixon Pardon 

Generally poor job, hasn't done 
much, poor leadership 

Too mild mannered, no initiative, 
weak, etc., inconsistent, doesn't 
act independently 

Poor job on unemployment 

Foreign policy, foreign relations, 
Mid-East, etc. 

Failure to curb inflation, cost of 
of living 

Generally poor job on the economy 

Veto policy, vetoing Congressional 
bills 

Hasn't pulled people together, mis­
informed or misunderstanding the 
mood of the U.S. , lack of direction 

No rapport with Congress - can't 
communicate 

Too pro-big-business, not for the 
people , 

Domestic policy 

Trying to give work to �elfare 
people 

Carrying on Nixon administration, 
a Nixon man 

Everything, hasn't done anything 
good 

Nothing (and other positive comments) 

14% 

6 

6 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8% 

2 

6 

8 

4 

10 

4 

2 

5 

1 

2 

4 

4 
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Major failure of the Ford administration (continued) 

Not helping people, not for the 
people, not for the poor, not for 
the middle class 

Hasn't lowered taxes, high taxes/ 
government over-spending, etc. 

Busing, issues, stands 

Other 7 

Don't know 30 

2 

2 

1 

8 

27 
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9/16/76 - Dole - Boston, ·Massachusetts 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

Well, I don't belong to any organized group. I'm a 

Republican, and I'm very happy to be here. (APPLAUSE) I got my 

alphabet wrong. I thought this was an AFL meeting, so I'm very 

happy to be here too. (APPLAUSE) You can always tell me apart 

from Senator Mondale, he'·ll be with George Meany(Applause). 

Many people ask me how I was selected; more are asking me every 

day. But I said the president flipped a coin and when it didn't 

come down, he thought I was the obvious choice. So that happens 

in the contracting business now and again. But we're very pleased 

to be here. We've been in the New York State all day. Anybody 

here from New York. Good. We saw more people than that so I . 

We made five stops in New York, ending in New York City 

and it's a great experience for us, and the Vice President with 

us, Vice President Rockefeller. We were just around to see how 

a vice president really does it once he's in. On the job train­

ing, and it's a nice airplane. I noticed that the first thing. 

He showed me everything but his checkbook. It was a short 

flight, so we didn't have time to go into those things. 

I want to bring greetings from the President of the 

United States. I know this is a non-partisan group so I'm just 

going to tell you the truth. I guess it's fair to say that I'm 

running with President Ford. It's fair to say that we believe 

we have an all-American strategy. �,Je 're not going to rely, as 
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you said, on an accent, Joe. We believe that how we believe 

and how we feel and what we might do for the next four years 

is What you'd like to hear me talk about at least for a while. 

We've been traveling now across the country now almost daily 

{I i C\._Y\ +-
since the 19th of August. That was the that the President 

called our room, and I was right next to John Conally's suite 

and on the theory that he might have gotten the wrong number, 

I accepted before I identified myself. (APPLAUSE) 

I had a letter from Kansas last week. I had made a 

speech, and I thought it was pretty good, and it said, "I heard 

your speech last night on the radio. Believe me, you're no 

idoit. I am for ever having voted for you." So that's sort of 

what happens from time to time. I was asked at the airport by 

someone with a recording machine. I thought it might have been 

a radio station. It might have been just somebody there wanting 

to talk with me. He said, "How do you expect to do any good 

coming to a meeting like this?" I thought this was a pretty 

first class meeting, but right .... I said, "Well, I don't know. 

I understand that they are a very fine group." The inference 

was that since you all didn't belong to some labour union, I was 

wasting my time in Massachusetts. Now, I don't have any quarrel 

with labour unions. I have quarrels with labour leaders who 

have a great deal of influence. Someone once asked George Meany 

to be President, and he said, "Why step down?". (APPLAUSE) 

I don't know Governor Carter's lastest positions, because 

we've been flying all day. (APPLAUSE) But as I've been standing 

here looking at some of the traveling press, I just believe this 

might be the crowd for the bear story. 
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And I'll tell it very quickly and then get on because 

ther-e's a curfe\v at midnight, for politicians. This bear walked 

into a bar in some state that noone here ever came from, and 

ordered a beer and plunked down a five-dollar bill on the counter 

and the bartender was a little bit puzzled, but he rushed back 

to the cooler, took the beer out, the cap off, put it on the 

counter and rushed back to the boss and said to the boss, "A 

bear just walked in and gave me five dollars for a bear. m1at 

should I do?'' He said, "Well, give him back a nickel. He won't 

know the difference". So he put a nickel on the counter, but 

after a while, he just couldn't stand it any longer, so he 

walked around from the bar, and took a stool next to the bear 

and he said to the bear very seriously, "You know, we don't have 

many bears in here." And the bear said, "I don't suppose you 

do at $4.95 a bottle." (APPLAUSE) 

I want to bring you greetings also from Hubert 

Humphrey. I saw him yesterday in Washington. I said Hello, and 

about an hour later, I said Goodbye. And I guess the moral is 

that you can learn a lot if you can listen. Then I went on to 

the Chamber, and Senator McGovern was making a speech, and he 

·said, "Gentlemen, let me tax your memories." And Kennedy jumped 

up and said, "Why haven't we thought of that before." (APPLAUSE) 

The President was coming tonight, but I stold his jokebook. 

Well, seriously. They gave me the wrong speech. This 

is a farm speech for tomorrow, but otherwise we're fairly well 

organized, and I knmv you're all concerned about dairy price 

support, and so are the cows. A different kind of support than 
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w9a£. you probably have in mind. It is a very great honor to be 

here, and I think I should perhaps mention my southern strategy. 

My wife, Elizabeth, is from North Carolina. She told me for the 

benefit of the Massachusetts folks who might be present to 

mention that she spent nine years in Harvard Law School and then 

graduated. Well, she was here a long time, and hasn't graduated. 

No, she did go to Harvard, and in addition she has some other 

qualities, but there have been a lot of statements lately by 

Governor Carter that the President is spending too much time on 

the job, that he's hiding in the White House. Well, I don't 

think that's right. Peanuts don't grow in the White House, that's 

right. (APPLAUSE) 

Would you buy a used peanut from Jimmy Carter? You have 

to go back a few years, some of you weren't here then, but I 

want to make that perfectly clear . . . I don't think running 

around the country necessarily qualifies one to be President, or 

for that matter, vice president either. But I can understand why 

Mr. Carter is doing more talking than the President. He has a 

lot more explaining to do. They finally agreed on the format for 

the debates. They'll be three, so that.he can. explain all oE his 

positions on each issue on separate nights. (APPLAUSE) Now I 

think the President understands how the government works, and he 

understands and he knows that the Congress is in session. And 

his first obligation to the American people is to be in the White 

House and to be on the job, and once the Congress leaves, then 

it's safe for him to leave. That is just about how bad the 
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Democratic Congress is. (APPLAUSE) Some of the democrats thought 

C6mffionsightess was a suit with three vests. Others thought they'd 

never tried it; they thought it would taste good. Others just 

voted on it on orders from higher up. Well, I voted against that 

legislation right down the line last year. (APPLAUSE) In fact, 

I didn't know at the time that it was quite that bad. Next time 

I'll read it. But the point is this. It would have become law 

if the President had not vetoed it. That's a fact. (APPLAUSE) 

And he had said from the very beginning that the Situs Picketing 

Bill 'ioJOuld have to be coupled with genuine reform of collective 

bargaining in the construction industry. He also said that 

the Situs Picketing and Bargain Reform package 'ioJould have to have 

the support of both Management and Labour. The bill that arrived 

on his desk did not meet these criteria, and he refused to sign 

it, and I believe he showed considerable courage in taking action 

he believed to be right, and I believe this group feels the same 

way. (APPLAUSE) 

(Microphone slips) This has been constructed by the 

Associated Builders. Those non-union jobs. . I think you all 

remember the time the President vetoed this bill. There were 

great predictions that the veto would create chaos in the construc­

tion industry, but look at what happened instead. THo-thirds of 

the 2,800 contracts up for negotiation -.;vere settled, strike 

activity was at its lowest point in five years and first-year 

wage settlements were averaging about 1.1% less than in 1975. The 

veto did not create chaos in the industry. It prevented chaos in 

the industry. (APPLAUSE) And anyone or anybody who believes 
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that legalizing secondary boycotts in the construction industry 

w�l� lead to peaceful labour relations just doesn't understand 

what those relations are all about. (APPLAUSE) And I would 

number that misconception as just one among many that Mr. Carter 

had about the way our economy works. The health of the construc­

tion industry is the traditional barometer of the health of the 

economy. The construction industry is one of the first to be 

damaged by inflation. Inflation forces costs up as everyone here 

knows and buying down. The report earlier this year showed that 

85% of the nation's families were priced out of the new housing 

market, and this is a disturbing statistic. The purchose of a new 

home is just not an economic stimulant. It is rather a stabilizing 

force in our society. It gives a buyer a real stake in his 

community. I makes him a concerned participant in the civic and 

social activities that structure and guide our lives and makes him 

feel that he has a real tangible piece of the'American pie. We 

have to get the cost of homes in reach of those who want to buy 

them, and the way to do that is to hold down building costs. And 

One way to do that is to control inflation throughout the economy. 

President Ford has done this, stopping the spiral of inflation 

which began in 1966 and reached a nightmarish �6%-alobg the way. 

Another way is the President's new housing program, announced 

last night in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which will reduce down payments 

and bring monthly cost of home ownership in the line with family 

income. And I say this very sincerely. I'm in the Congress. I'm 

on the Budget Committee. I'm on the Finance Committee. I know the 

pressures on the President of the United States from all of us in 

Congress, the Republicans, Democrats and Independents. The 
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President has"held the line. President Ford has stabilized the 

·ecoporny. and moving forward once again, the economy is moving in 

;;. ,· 

. . : • .  ;:1 . • .  
. 

. ;the'·;ight· directi()n. · Housing starts a:·:re up. Plant construction 

. is . not up yet, but that will fo.llow. And the President has 

proposed tax incentives to Congress for companies to put new 

plants and equipihent in labour market areas wher� unemployment 
. .  · · . ' 

-ros�c_abovi '··z%��·in�1975: .. <Th�t w8uld.:ptovi'de' a. boast for the·· 

cons tructipn: in'du� �ry:. It �ould r'edl1c·e- and· -help· reduce f��,
t��r­

unemployment. It wo.uld be done without increasing inflation. 

But as about. 70 othe� pieces of legi�la�ion the President has 

sent to Corig�ess, they .refuse to a_ct. > And:�·theY've failed 
. i' :·. :� ·- . . ··. --· ' . . . - · . :· .. , .. �· ;· _ .· . - � :-. -�-- . -.- - -� ,. - .. 

to act . 

. 
� 

. . 
. 

And they r·u: b,� ::�o actiori -·th:ts
' 

y'ea:r':be�qtis
.
e: .;,:e 're about to 

. · . .:·-_.·.· . . __ , _. -� �- - � �- · - - \ - . 
adjourn.� 

. _ 

. . ' · 
·: 

'

· 
- ·

·

. - . ··· · :·A,� 

·And' T just think that's. another ·example of .the Presiderrtial J-' 

initiative sent to the Congres by President.Forci where the Cohgress ·{ 

has turned their back on President Ford. Perhaps, as I have 

suggested before, when they ·lose in November, they'll be a more 

tractable group next year .. ·.(APPLAUSE) 

". -� 
. Now �e � ?-e ��d::·

th
_.
e

, 
New 

_
·D�-��,. <lri_4._· t�e_. Fair �-__ D'�;��· .. an·� ·:�he 

Fast DEal,.' an·d we' re·'.about to have ·the ORDEAL if Carter's elec'ted. · - ' ' . . 

- __ -._, - _ ·  1-: ·:_·,_�·::_�:-:··_ .-,- .. · . . · . . - .. _'> ·�- '.·,- " . · . . -_ 

(APPt:AUSE) · Yo·ui 1'1' be .. �.miT:lrig_ �.11 --�he ·.�.ime 'yOu're going�d_6;,n _._· _And· 
�. : 

just :let me say th�,t we� have a choice to make in November·; Now I 

trust that there are Democrats in this audience, and I trust that 

there are. Independents, and· I trust that there �re Rep'ubli�ans . 

There went a Democrat ... Th�re may be others. They're falling 

by the wayside right and left. (APPLAUSE) 

Now I don't want to attack .. Well, I guess I do. 

.· 

Sort of a dilemma. You don't know �hether to do it or not. And 
_ . . 

:.+ . '· . y-_. -, .
• : 

·

.· ,: ,;..� ·, ( . ._ . . 

• - I : �· 
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I've been debating that with myself for three weeks, and maybe it's 

a�l�ttle early. We'll wait a while. But I think we've had evidence 

the past forty years of what happens when Congress of one party, 

the liberal democrats I'm referring to in the Congress, control that 

Congress for 40 out of 45 years, controled by an large by organized 

labour leaders, not the rank and file working man, but by labour 

leaders. And if we want to turn the White House over to George 

Meany, you just sit on your hands until November, and that's 

going to happen. We need you help. We want you to go to work. 

(APPLAUSE) 

And there is a lot mere at stake that CommonSitus 

Legislation. Oh, they'll get that too, if they have Carter. But 

you're going to get a lot, lot more, and it's going to be passed 

on to your children and your grandchildren in the form of higher 

taxes and more and more spending and more and more government. 

And I say that with all the sincerity I can muster. If you look 

at the Democrat platform and study it very carefully, there's not 

one new spending program or increased spending program. There are 

not five. You couldn't guess how many. There are 65, 65 new or 

expanded or increased spending programs in the Democrat platform. 

We _picked up five, five out of 65 would cost this-country, you as 

taxpayers for more inflation over $100 million, and that'� a lot 

money. That means about $760 in taxes to the average householder, 

and that's a lot of money. And this is a man who talks about 

compassion, who talks about streamlining government and in that 

same Democrat platform, he's not creating one new agency or 

expanding one new agency; he's creating or expanding or increasing 
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22 new agencies, and this is a man who talks about streamlining 

government and said he did it in Georgia. And I say as Democrats 

yes, and Republicans yes, and Independents yes, let's take a look 

at the record. Let's take a look at what the candidate says. 

Let's take a look at what President Ford has done. And I say this 

with all the sincerity I can muster. I was in LexingtonKentucky, 

the other day talking to a Chamber of Commerce group. I said to 

the Chamber of Commerce group, and I used to tell this to my 

Chamber friends, please don't endorse me, I've got a tough race. 

Because that's all they ever did. I remember one time in my 

race they sent me a list of Chamber of Commerce managers in my 

Congressional District. 19 out of the 43 had moved. They 

didn't know it. Now, we're always tagged with big business and 

the Chamber of Commerce and all these other people who don't do 

much except write nasty letters if you don't vote right. And 

I say there's more at stake. And I say to this group in the 

kindest way that I can, We Need Your Help. Can't make contributions 

this year. That's been taken care of by the Federal Government. 

But you can knock on doors. You can talk to people. And 

you can talk about a philosophy. Joe, I can't be your geographical 

neighbor, but I want to be your philosophical neighbor. And that's 

what this country is all about ... Not where we live, but how we 

believe. So take a hard, hard look at the candidates. (APPLAUSE) 

Now, Governor Carter is trying to straddle the differ­

ences and he is endorsed by the liberal party in New York last 

week and still he professes to be a conservative. They had a 

liberal on the airplane,some dignatary from the New York Liberal 
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Party, and he signed some pledge, or whatever you sign when you 

g�t�their endorsement. Then qe says he's really a conservative. 

He doesn't want any inflation. He wants to balance the budget. 

He wants all these things at the same time writing a platform. 

as I've indicated would cost more and more money for the American 

taxpayer. He also goes around saying well, he wouldn't push 

repeal of 14-B or CommonSitus Picketing, but he'd be glad to sign 

it. Well, that's real leadership, real leadership. And he'll 

get real leadership from the Democrat Congress. They'll pass 

anything and he'll pign anything and you're going to pay the bill. 

And if you pass on before you pay the bill, your children are 

going to pay the bill. 

So I just suggest that we need leaders in this country. 

And President Ford has demonstrated that capacity. He has the 

confidence. He has the experience. And he's a kind, and a decent 

and a compassionate man, who's concerned about everyone in this 

room, and everyone in this state, and and everyone in this land. 

And I would hope that you'll keep that in mind. (APPLAUSE) 

Mr Carter fusses about Mr. Ford's vetos. He also says he hasn't 

read the legislation. He hasn't had time. He's so busy talking 

to Mr. Meany and other labour leaders, getting his orders by the 

week or by the day, or by mail. I don't know how they're coming. 

But they're coming. And get ready. And if businessmen and 

businesswomen and families of businessmen and businesswomen don't 

go out and work, we're going to reap the whirlwind on November 2nd. 

That's really what it's all about. Organized labour has been 

very effective. They don't need to support candidates. They're 

going to go out now and have these ''bi-partisan registration 

drives". Have they been in here tonight? 
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No, they're not going to be in here. I just suggest that 
Mr. Carter's choice of the peanut as his personal hallmark is 
prophetic. It always reminds me of Charles Schultz' wonderful 
Peanuts cartoon. You can draw all sorts of parallels between Mr. 
Carter and pqor Charlie Brown, most of all the grandiose schemes 
that never quite work out. But the most compelling similarity 
is in the end no one believes either of them can be taken seriously. 
(kAMBM�KR AND APPLAUSE) 

I've sort of jumped around on this speech, I think I've 
covered all of it-- let's see. (LAUGHTER) There's probably more 
than I had. But the econo�y is returning to good health. President 
Ford has held down the growth of government spending. He's done 
that by refusing to sign irresponsible legislation. He's not 
heartless-- He's not against education, against children, against 
feeding anyone. But he has a broad responsibility. We need reform, 
in some of these areas. Governor Carter said, and I almost cried 
when he said that in the coronation in New York, he said our 
national tax system is a disgrace. It was so good I turned up the 
television. It really hits you right here. You talk about all 
those loopholes for the rich, I wonder if the investment tax 
credit is a loophole. He took forty-one thousand dollars off 
his taxes last year with the investment tax credit. I like the 
investment tax credit. But let's don't be a demagogue, let's 
don't run around the country saying one thing and then take 
advantage of it. Is that a loophole, or is that an incentive? 
Thats all it's all about, just tell them to have Mr. Carter 
tell us-- I believe in the investment tax credit. He really does. 
It saved him forty-one thousand dollars.in 1975. And that's fine. 
They needed some new peanut equipment. (LAUGHTER) 

I just want to say in conclusion, I think the most 
important question in this year's election is which man is 
most qualified by training and by experience and by his O\vn 

expressed vision of the future, to be responsible for the 
great engine of the economy. I think the free enterprise 
system has given us a means to defend ourselves, we must remain 
a free people. It's given us a means to provide a nation of 
220 million people with more opportunity, a better education, 
better health, better nutrition, a better social and cultur�l 
environment, and a free-er political environment than any other 
nation of comparable size in the history of the world. 

Now if we don't cripple that system, and if we trust 
that system, and let it work, we're going to continue our record 
of achievement. But if we try to manipulate the system or hobble 
the system or hamstring the system, if we try to harness it to 
serve individual political ambitions rather than to serve the 
whole nation's economic interests, I believe we'll find it will 
soon falter and fail to function at all. And I say as honestly 
as I can, I have no quarrel with Governor Carter and Senator 
Mondale, I think Senator Mondale deserves a hundred percent 
ADA rating, and that's not the American Dairy Association. 

l 
(LAUGHTER), That's the most liberal group in America. But he�) 
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a�f�ne, bright, articulate man. We have different philosophies. 
And Mr. Carter said his philosophy was compatible with Senator 
Mondale's. And I want to leave you with one thought. You may be 
a Democrat, you may be a county chairman somewhere as a Democrat, 
you may be an independent, you may be a frustrated Republican, 
but philosophy is the name of the game. And that's what it's all 
about. And you have an obligation to find out what I believe, 
and what President Ford believes, and what Governor Carter believes, 
and what Senator Mondale believes. When you turn on those debates 

in the first one will be - what, in about a week?-listen very 
carefully, listen to those positions. Sure, I'm partisan. I want 
President Ford to win . Not just because I'm a repuqlican, because 
I believe he offers the best hope for America. (APPLAUSE). 
And we need (APPLAUSE) . . . (END OF TAPE) 



' 
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Conclusions and recommendations 

In viewing the survey data from August, and after 

extensive analysis, one major conclusion comes forward. 

More than anything e l se the electorate has not really 

decided on what basis to determine their vote in 1976. 

The electorate seems to move with some volatility back 

and forth between car1didates and docs not seem to be , 

rooted by any single, strong conviction or determinate 

in casting about. Tha voters, despite their tendency 

·to put gr,eate� faith 'and judgment in Jimmy Carter, odn•t 

�/ 

9ivc hiro the vote rnar·gin that they give him on perception. 

With issue intensity down and party loyalty down, the 

electorate sc�ms to be able to float rather freely to 

the candidates as they like them. The sing�e most cri.!_���l 

need for the CaF_:t�� _£!3_me� ign is_ to _!:_ake �ontrol of the 

definition of. the general ef. .��t.�on of_ 1_976. It requires 

taking the initiative in setting forth to the public the 

themes with which we want them to make their judgment for 

President. It is iron i c .that John Kennedy used the theme 

"let's get America moving" in 1960. For it is clear from 

our data that that theme is far more applicable in 1976 

to the current situation than it was in 1960. In a broad 

sense, Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale must articulate a 

si m1lar message to the A.mer ican people; that they arc fresh, 

articulate leaders who have vision and strength and leadership 

to both unify and move the country forward. They roust be 
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able to articulate that !,h5: count.ry has stagnated, but that 

they have the wherewithal! and the vision to once again 

move it in a positive.direction. If the election in the 

eyes of most voters is determined on those ques t i ons and 

the questions of basic qualities and competence, then 

Jimmy Carter will win by a fairly healthy margin. 

Ho\'l.·evcr, at the mon1ent this election is not necessartly 

turning on those questions. If the question turns ori 

"who do you like the most" or ".who is a good person", then 

Gerald Ford has just as much, or perhaps even a slightly 

better chance to be reelected. than Jim<·ny Carter. If the 

election is going to come down on the question of simply 

inflation and government spending; Rnd congressional·s.pending 

and waste, i.e. if the Republicans are able· to seize the 

initiative and put Jimmy Carter in the context of the Congress, 

the Republicans again have a chance to win the election. Ho�-

ever neither of those contingencies n.eed necessarily cow.e 

true, and it is far more likely that 1the Carter campaign would 

be able to define the election and call the tunc by which 

the electorate makes its early and final decisions. One 

unkno�·n factor, which I' 11 speak to in a momel'lt, is the 

debates, which could have a tremendous impact on the shape 

--·-- ·+ -·· ··-�-··p -··--· ___ .nf.-.t...9.� ... -�l.e.t"-+ .;...on,., .... _ao,'tJa'\lP-�,---f..i..r...s..t-A. 'D.d .••. t;D..l:':.fi.Wj..c;t.- .3. ±: .•. j. c;_,n�.(;'.�-!1' .. � .• qr __ 

that. Jirr.my Carter take the initiative in defining the election 

and more importantly find a theme that he can art-iculate 1n 

a consistent manner to the American people everywhere he goes. 



To date, it has been my sense that the candidate has 

tended to st�uggle - arguing a position in one �l�ce, and 

t.rying a different issue and argument in another place -

as he has travelled in August. I have perceived no sense 

that he ha�found his stride or the major theme that he 

. 'wants to thrust be fore the e lecto:ra te. This is what I 

think more than anything else, that needs to be determined. 

As I said. earlier, I think that the theme' -ought to be shaped 

around the question of moving the country and the question 

of leadership and vision and promise for the United States. 

For it is on those questions that Jimmy Carter is on strongest 

ground, and Gerald Ford on weakest. 

Nonetheless it is crucial, whatever that theme, and 

whatever the definition of that theme, that certain points 

be incorporated into whatever thrust is mad�. These sub-
·J 

themes of.larger issues really come from both our strengths 

and countering our weaknesses. To that end I thought I 

would li.st a number of those that l felt important to be 

inc�rporated into our thrust in a posi.tive way, those that 

should be attack vehicles, and finally, some of the issues 

that we expect the Republicans to hit us on and perhaps 

�ays to counter them. 

j 
l 

.I 



SUB-THEf-iES - POSITIV£ --- ·--� · 

1. Government responsiveness, government reorganization -

trust. As we found in the regression analysis, makinq 
---­

the foderal government responsive is the .fi-rst and 

most significant of the factors influencing vote. · That 

was one of our main themes in the· primaries and was 

really tied to government reorganization. As I have 

pointed out in the Issues Memo, the belief that trust 

in government is the major iss�e in 1976, draws a great 

deal of support. It is my feeling that wQ need to tie 

together a ma j or issue that talks about making the 

government responsive, deals with reorganization and 

' 
gives some examples of the need, and the fact that we 

cannot make the government responsive to deliver services 

to people or lead the country or lower taxes - particularly 

aqai�, lower taxes, qiven .its importance in the reqressions -

until we can also reorqanize the government and make it 

efficient. These are grounds where we have the st�ongest 

leads over Ford. i:f ;..oe stJ;ucturo it properly we can also 

encomp�ss dealing with keeping taxes down and lowering 

taxes as a factor which really relates to spending. This 

would also help our problem with the Congress and perhaps 

with the slightly developing liberal issue. What we 

ought to be articulating is �ho can better make the gover·n­

ment responsive to people, who can bett�r reorganize, who 

can better reduce waste, who can better restore the trust 

of the people in the government and make it an instrument 

of the people's will. Again, these are all strengths 
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of ours, and they should be the first and fo:rerr!()st of 

the sub-themes that relate to whatever general definition 

of the campaign we want to apply. These should be 

hammered at every stop, every visit, every sta te , during 

thi.s campaign. 

2. Anti-Washington. While i.t is impossible to wave the 
- ·  

bloody Sh2rt as We Often did in the primarieS1 being 

from outside Washington, as we are now the leader of our 

Party and in a s.ense the protector of Democ1;ats seeking 

reelection# it is still an issue that I believe that we 

can deal with in a different and yet mature fashion. 

Gerald F'ord and Bob Dole have been in .washington ··forty-four 

years combined, and their accomplishments are not very 

much. Indeed, ...,.e can argue that Jimmy Carter is really 

coming from the country, that he was not nominated as 

the establishment candidate, that he is the person who 
l 

can make the Congress and the people in Washington move 

in a different direction, that he can make them work 

together with him to bring changes. However, what we're 

also stressing is that he brings a new perspective, and 

------����nffT-��� that he's essentially from ou�side, not inside {;If Wash-

ington, and only that perspective can change Washington, 

move the Congress, and eventually move the country. 

Altogether -it means both stressing·a-negative view to 

Washington, and yet at the same time indicating that he's 

able to effectively lead the Cong�e$S and others there in 

getting thing s  done. It•s a tricky proposition, but one 

that I think w� are capable of executing. 

I 
I 
.r 

• 

i 

I 
l 
l 



-, 

mnrle late .in the primaries had a tremendous 

impact on the electorate, particularly a discussion 

of the platform. Given the fact that the Republicans 

"''ill attack \lS as being a big spender or for programs 

that will amount in the hundreds of biilions of dollars, 

it is important that we stress it's part of our new 

ethic ttiat Democrats and people corning to Washington 

ought not to over-promise the people "''hat they "·ill 

accomplish and what can't be accomplished. 'rhis·can 

be tied to credibility, trust, etc. But it is a 

point that we ou�ht to make in trying to protect 
- ' 

ourselves from being attacked, as a traditional 

liberal Democrat. 

4. Unifying the country. We should be willing to utilize, 

even son�what blatantly, our percejved strength at 

unifying A1ner ica. Much of this comes from the per-
' 

ception that Jimmy Carter as a dc(�p southern governor 

has been' able to unify, to win in the north, to unify 

bl.'iCk s and \\<hi tcs, and to bd ng the Dcrnocra tic party 

together. We ought_ t�point to those things, and 

point to the fact -t:hat unless the co�1ntry is unified 

noth.ing rn!..lch ,,,ill be accornplish�d: ask the question 

----:-;--;�:----:----:---.--�--:--:--:--of the electorate who ao they believe can better 
..-

un:i!y lill!erica - J.imlil)' Carter \\'ith what, he� has done 

cr Gerald Ford with what he h�s done. Again we ought 
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to stress that constantly and really play on 

our southern strength. 

5. The economy. This is perhap� the toughest and maybe 

��e most jmportant sub�theme other than goverlli�ent 

reorganization. Regression analysis shows that 

questions of inflation and managing the economy are 

important. Since the convention our party has-lost· 

some its .important additional margin in those areas 

and Gerald Ford-has run close to us in those areas. 

lt seems elear to me that we should be able to empha--

size un�rnployment - our concern with it, -our 

feeling that something should be done and the irupor-

tance of,�hat, particularly in the northern industrial 

states with Catholic voters who have been hardest hit 

on that issue. At the same time we need to begin to 

deal with inflation and the general q'"l)estion of 

managin9 the economy. To this end we ought to utilize 

party, the Republican record in generpl on unemploy­

ment and inflation, and perhaps the· argument of leap-

year prosp�rity and the Republican manipulation of 

the econ9my. 1 suspect that if we hammer at the 

economy -'·hard and directly on three or four major points 
··-------

that we wjll succeed i-n opening up a gap between our::, 

selves and Gerald Ford. Despite the rise in the 

economy at the moment, Ford does not get a lot of 

credit for it and if we exploit the issue� we should 

be able to speak to their weaknesses on the issue 



rather than to what Ford perceives as a strength: Unless we are able to do this 

with the economy, we run the� again of a closer election defined by Ford 
-... 

�> 

along the lines of holding back spending, of controlling inflation, and 

. 

coneerned about average people than Gerald Ford, our party is, and we ought to 

utilize this, particularly in blunting the RepUblican message tgat they are 

protecting the country from the Democr�tic party's ambitiousprograms. The 

electorate must be presented the question of which candidate and which party 

they believe best understands their problems and their concerns, and is willing 

to act upon them. change. -;'���- � majority of the electorate agrees 
' J 

that it is time for a change, it is an argument that is quite strong with our own 

voters and is one we ought to articulate as we go around. We ought to point out 

the Republicans have had their chance, that the country is stagnated, and that 

,r-
-

would h ave difficulty dealing,with this kind of issue. 

9. The South. In the southern areas, 

blatant chauvinistic a 

begin thinking about an .almost 

ort to make a southerner presidenx. 

We ought to consider this both in our media and to some extent in our campaigning 

where it is viable. Some of the southern states are not moving along as strongly as they 

should, and I think that in the end this is one way to hold and to preserve the 

entire region if necessary. 
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. •c again at tac,- . .  ·xd.c.aS: a ro..;m of Ni>:on or the Nixon-.. ,, I " · ---------
Ford administrat.lon. It IS clear. from tho surve)' 

data that that does n�t ���·, 1 suspect it backfires -
lhe public is overwhelmi1 �;, not associating f'ord in 

an attack sense with Nixon� They have already equaled 

"h � .. .  · · ,  · I · d \... · - · ._, e paraon ana tne appolnto;ent, .an our "arpl ng on trns 

association I think. is ��[[l:.a:�ly a negative, and the 

surveys suggest that. ·· F1JncU1y, in tenns of an att.ack 

'�'€: ought ·to constantly r l.:.:e the question of what are 

the Republicans and what tsthis admi nistration specifi-
, ·. 

cally doi:::.<J t0 help peopl · cr what have they specifi.caJlly 

accomp1 i shed. We . can· ··----- p?art: out th.3t President Johnson 

and President 'I' r uri1a n ,· evl vR1en they inherited office 

-for two yeat·s, were able jco-:;;;ccoJnpli sh a lot mo_�=-:_ ____ 
It is interesting th�t t���uters cannot �hink of much 

of "''hat .Ford has accomDlJ.£.1-v;'d, and in order to accentuate 
. . . I -·.... . 

again his Jack of accomp llsh::nents and leadershj p, \ll.'e . ' 1 7 . 
ought to ra;i se that qucstlOJr"'tirne and time again to 

think of what they've c11j>lished, and t.hc realization 

of how little it reall� 

As l menlicme.d we ought to attack Medi-

crime, all he..ldnds of de..:ense, atl-k-hlds-

of abuses in spending an Witste tind rni smanagement that 

have existed in the fede 

our conservative image, ·ft.�suggc!..;ts where 'A'e plan to save 

n'i<'Jney r and it puts them defensive on issues that 

-- ----� -- ------ -----" 

II 
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. they would normally t:ry' to be on the off.:::nsive V.'ith. 

3. Taxes. It is clear from the regression analysis that. 

this is crucial, there is no �eason why we cannot raise 

. the question of what they've done to taxes in the c6untry, ., 

to spending ana to deficits, and to the f'ot·d budget 

of $387,000,000,000. The Rcpub.lic:ar.s cl(�arly v.•ill tt'Y 

to lay this on the Congress, but aga1n 1 think wa can 

raise the point that if the ship sinks you don't blame 

the crew, you blame the c.aptain. We ought to point. out 

that their budget is full of \..·ast.e, ·find specific examples, 

and, point out t_hat ·this has really hu,rt taxes . .  Jn the 

same vein .of course �e can deal with tax reform and the 

inequities of the tax system and given its importance 

to votc1·s, it is something that -...·e should be conscious 

of raising as an issue� 

4. Big business. Again \l;'e can deal with1 Republican give 

aways to bio business at the same time as the ave!age 

people, _ unen:(plo)'Cd., thf: r.orrnal tax-payer and ot�ers arE.• 

_being hurt. The examples from the issues area are legion 

and again. this is a good issue t.o attack the Republicans 

on and it· j s a normal partisan issue for Democrats and 
. . 

one that we should emphasize. 

S. Ford .in the h1iite House. ! think thett the Republ�cans 
' 

may be making a mista:r.e ln keeping Ford in t.he "';'hite 

House. Ford's strength is his personality, not his 

job performance. Even though they believe he's a bad 

c�mpaigner, l believe that that's a result of trying 

�- �...f-'t�l'l if;) � �!-���� (:1-q.k')�t � .--.0f.f��f11 t!�R.!:".Y,,qu ��----�-

·- -�-·---·-- -· �- ----------- . - ------------- ---

.. : 
' 
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1.1/1 t�i;o'oo�ooo}odo;p�gl-a�s; ·rt: is �l�a} f.hcit :ui.e �ef�ut?ljca:n& 
i:. ·. � i : : : . ' � � � � . i. � : . . � •, ' 

;e. r1refdY �oyi_ng; 0� fr*i�g ltd �t,a;bt�d�et f;lgH H 
tf- pefo?r � ti;c lplr tt otm, tq sa'), t'hat fa\·t�r ,:,s :select fO�l 

wo'ul'd re�ult )i� tJl�: bpd�o': goi;ngi up bnc� �u�dr.ed� to tv:¢ 1 

lwndrcd bihi'o� dfl�atsi !T� w�l� frt �u-k-ahel4'-s+�, 
thf!.. l b� g 1 Sf>CT�OEi� 1 � aS th& �1a�n �Of� the; c6n�r�iss;, �na as :. . 

• � ' . � i· : ;� ; � � � ": ; i_· �.·. iT :._: ·.; ,l : :.··. i, . i-...;_�-"-"'i,-T; � : \ ; •• , i i · · 
we. have_ $;COn ;fr:om:. the� dqta, ;th;er� is: s6me f.edlihG: that 

i : i ( ( � \ ' ) · . . : : ; J \ ': \ :, � ' ' ( ·
. \ \ - � : : 

we. dp �ear �sqme r�s�Jor]s�b1.li)ty; ip -�h�t;a�1eat. That �s; 

CV\Ot�"� .1·e;sof to; �s, tq <io H t�e i aHu�t rn. g�v;rHn, 
(C.·Or}Ja�ii �;a �ic,}:n, � g?v�rir�n t: re spons i \I(; ness I :wa:ste I 'S<fc.i;a� 

,,.�9,t-�!�. 4a�t�, �tf• �t:� try� tp po�tn�e�· Jh�,S-� r'e[ aJ� 
�fel�otthi)nk! of � c�iledt )"·a�· �n1"'�1ic�h ::v1 a:iffu�c;t�a� 

W""SIJroH�Hlt :add '�>:�lki;'l �{O�h :O�r �)h�s�ng 1;n :anp capt�oqsn:es:S 
� � ;: :. i i 

-l:a pfo�r�m� a:na: t� �-n�rc�as;ed:: spehdin�. � , . , . �- · 
� :: :. � � ' i� � . . �; : . ? i � � � J ; :: �. ' � 1 � :' : 

2. Th� 7o�gl;cs!s-;. re;. ate ;nqt 1th� fs!ta��11.s�m(;flt; c�n1i�a�e:: 
it/f.. wi?.r� not� nbm� n� t�·d i t�a � 'n'pYr · �nq �h�r� i� po � r�a�oF 

&> att irl tihalt ye:J.n� ;h'hil.ie we� all \:Jaiiz:e }Jh�tl Js !the 
�- ! ! .t . � I \ I " . • . . 

� 
� 

• . 

; : • . . . . . i i. � . . l: 
nofll.ir.leo. qf ·=th� pai-t��' bi�r r.arU:r [i� r�spo�s)bie ::fqr 
·. c���in f�un:ct·ioris; of. �he) cbn�r�s� ana �stkb� i shJd 'pdli;tihal 

' . '! : . � � ·. �· . :  � .� � � � l � :  �: i. 

jt'ou!?s�. _r-- J�t�f�.l_��n�e ;th;e h�hv�ntic.�n �J have io4k�d ivery: 
: :, : : . . . 

. �1! tic.ta� a:n� l�sts iil;e :u� ; 
,: i, i ( � \� ._ i: � ·� � :' � i � ;: .: � L ··�· \ 1 
\'Oter:s :chpsp }n � l�e ��p�j m,ar�e�. ; �s ;qU:_ic}d y :·· ; � 1 . . • 

� 
= 

; '· ", i 
a.s pds�i�lc) "''� ile�d �td DLL sam� didtainc� bet\\·ecr) �re: + 

. ,-f : ; h : ; ; i ; 
. 

( \ ) :-: ; ; ' l \ ! � \ � 
'"'s tit�·uti;on; of th� ¢on:8rbss imG bet\·:e:en; p�l.� t�.ceH :in'st:i- i .. -�---�-1--�-. ;- :. : . �· . 

� .
. ·--·. 

' � 

i:vtions a:nd) again ;ca�rnp;a ign� o� Jut o�'n a;s �n; e�se;ntii �11� 
i: �: ": � � .:· ' � l : . • ' . ' • . . � �.::_-::-- - �---:.' . .  _;.; .. --::.: 
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.. l,J-;- ·� . I; I' 
·. � � . . . ·. . l � . 

;nd.w 13na fa�.rly laPlti�e�{t�bl&ShJR.n.� k-i�)�·Ei'T �Th\s; d9e$ 
; -N-� ; � :; : : : : . •.. � i;� ; :· - � : ; ' .· . . . · . . ncrt te�ni·t�� ha�;e ioldfs;ef't �n1�iiidfaf i:o1gr;estmj�nl stn4e 
�of: cbu�s: eh,y rarptir1· "���orgre�s: a�d ;wa:h.�nt�tc{n � 

ith��sel�·+s� ?� �ap·s,�f��:"t>vejpe�;�� t?.�v<).i� thei ihs�:itu� 
:t i�n� sin�e �I �s.ti_.�SP�.-���. �-: �t_·i:t. A� i:� �-:. i���win _:ha:.it. t!_·. e � \on_:_· '.·. ' ·'.· ·•·. ':. � 

"""tl\p.� ' ' ' .. . . ·. , . .  • :· . 1: . . ·. . '• ·. . . 
:u�,� bositiJe'··!side; of ·bt;u�- w� c�·n: a�gue :tHat� Qiu:�eiedti�D� .. 

� , � . r "·· .. . _ . I� .· = ; . 
. 

Hll\ aj.l�w :f<jr �tlf fih{�"•IH y�a�s ' "  lP)es:id�nby jt�a� 
pa;� �o�l<l·t�ft� ahdi li�ar} t-h&C0�gr�s� �s�oppo�e� �-o�o�e ., �th�t; ob 1J �odxs� hln�� ��l�&/w�le�i Li ��h �tr!e bohgh��s �­

. i i ·. : · : � � : ; .• . � I ·A : fi . � ·:·· ; . -: : � ; : i � ; � 
iresu:�tfri�· �n !th'f3 fO?n�� :��n�t�ng · ari4. n;otpi{l.:j� m�C\-

. ·' 

�etn? Ho�pl)is�+ ; ,) ·. .  �� � � � 
L 

\ ; , , . .· . 
:3 • � ·� �a�u�n�s�� t;t �ist cie��"",.thtW t:ne) ��p9b�1�an,s ?r� CJO�ng; 

to: ah4C� Js•ifoi he�'v"j""-/Ldht-J.Jh), �l�ays • \ j 

�h�nHg :p�si�i�n�-; �� j$ ._ nH� � t io� �ha� ii�g�r�. 
:it iS 6n<i tina t �p�c� r4lt.o b� }o·Hg ; a� a if ;an� it j i � cile�* : 
pnf- th;t. �h�rt? �s �-- �a�·��(a.f �� ro+ �i �h 1in�ei)e�d�n�s . ' 

a nil �i ih )th;e ;libc�a i s\�ho o..rel�eiu¢t4n t� t� :suppt?r� ds .: 
� � ; i ; ; : ; �- \ I� , . : . : . �nt p��r£ "'ie 1ca=n �o\m�eq ;-t:l·us T ii ti1in_._k1_·:_· 8.·Y . c� of_�n�_-_.· i�_g �

.tq ___ a; 
:-.......::._ : • .: 1 � ; 1 I; . . . • I • • . . • • \ .. . . ' �o� bf :tl{e iFo:�d:� f�i£r11:'f\ 

.. 
whf?t�1.e�� �n ;c�1-un?n; s�t�s :Pipk�tfng, 

?c�l�s�n�er;, :fofe�g�- �o ·� · ,() ! his ;o� �l�tFofrnf a;nd; a 
' . 

J�r iof: o;ther: Sf)e<:�ifiC. L��nt.s CWlter:.e :fo;-dih.::�s 
� : :: : : : ··� ' ; • ·· 1:: f � . ;� ; ; ·, � I . �)i_�oii�lo� rnr �:h�n i':�����4; h_tm�:t �r: cratg�d 

�i•rdiu1d1r fr�s;u�ei o,•· �/ftjr-J,�!f!f¥sl t�n4e4 �o :jo: 
�hts �o�. S:ub:St�nti�·e !i�!:�S ..L!�u5oJct i:t ',is; wf:ia� liaS. 
·. . . . 

, :· 
. I; � � � � 

l/ebt �sdme; e;'re���c�- �b �:he..\'d_e.Jl t.ha� rie �itns�l � :(s ;va�up {I ;, ' • . . .  I; 
.�n<:l i.n¢e�in;it�. � �n�: �� ·r4or��e: �-�'-n ,usp 

. 

th\it; as a foB. ' � ·� � . 
.: 

. ', . ' .. ' - ::-� . j; �. ; 
fo�:- 9u� o;· .. m· pf"o�l�m�, �;he.:}d:t��r! o� f ·.,..,e! ·..::i l i be] •In. 

..
. 

. � i ·� 

'• . / 

{ 

� . .4 ; � 
�! 

� ' 

f� 11l�i�;i1zi�if�;ill�l;':�����rt�J!���1tt�B:t11lf;�;l;1 



''· 

addition there are some specific things that we can do that I will suggest 

in the next section of recommendations. 

Recommendations 

The following i� a short list of specific recommendations that I 

think we ought to consider for the campaign. Most of these come specifically 

from the survey data and I will just really enumerate them. 

J 

1. Schedule people events. I think there's a 

general concenses that we need to move away as 

quickly as possible from the image of doing only 

fund raisers, group events, and large gatherings. 

Part of our strength in the primaries is the sense 

that Jimmy Carter is concerned and understands 

individual problems. We should attempt to schedule 

cameo individual meetings with small groups of real voters 

or conversations with voters to give credance to 

the fact that Jimmy Carter is concerned about those 

individuals. Also, it allows to credibly build 

up a file of people and their proble� so that during 

the debates with Ford, Jimmy Carter can specifically 

point to Mrs. Smith in Milwaukee and her problems 

·with taxes or whatever, and what the federal government 

has not been able to do. Or Mr. Brown in Cleveland who 

can't get his Medicaid check, or whatever, to show that 
.--.---..,.__;:..__ ______ __:.__;_:_ _ ___ :__ . 

we can relate our larger concept to specific individuals 
again reinforcing the idea that we are concerned about 
people and that we understand the impacts of various issues. 
I would particularly like to see this done with 

·<l! 
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11 · \ ; '· ; L:,i __ .· ..• ,;;_ .. i_!·_;: _.�-_: __ :_ ·._ !_:· __ r,�:f..,; tbf:�d 1:1 � ; .. -�.:,_hn: ;\:·+· 7 
1� • 1 

; � . 
r k- �:�--:�� ·v_:/r= � ·· i . , J i'" 1 �>lt�elcchl�r: Cathchiic,: ethf}i6 voterp,: where i'wl·c� ar� ' ; : -; ; , f: r � i 1 i ; � l ; � · 

· l ( t � *o�t,; af.d� "'·hcfe �t}-�e �sottne�stsqe�s iLoi c�ni'r .p:cirn 1 i 
buitJr.b �r�b�e�s ja� �·h�cP f lielie!vc1 ckn� b� �olive\! i j 
.�· � i_ :_ .. · i . 

l • . ": ';. : � : � ' :. ,. -.� ' i : : : .. ; ; : i ; ; ; : ; � ! \ . ? . j ' i :1 . i • 

by ;afts�ra�Jc�s� tl�at; �immyi Uf1C��r�t�n�s ·:th¢i t prob�e� f -� 
� � � � � � � � � . � � ; ! � ; ��. � tn11o�TLufifa}e� �n9 �asl r(a} 1o�c�r; apo?t�t�e�--��'•· �n�i �iduab.si ai.1d � ujeiir pa�tac�lt:�r )p;ohlebsi � · 1; .. L. 
i ; ; ' ; ' i l ; ' ; ; : : \ : � [ -� i . . l:. ( i-a t ly irled:i aL : Jerry tha:s !dl 1-c�d� t�no;e�t.akel1 th�t j �on; r ; � �. � � � � I t , _, L • • 

rh\.r�d�y ;th� �ah�� oleJiJ s�ah�-. �o�e).:) Ilw�,-�y,! · ;  . 

! ) f ; • 1.. � ; l i ' \ � \ • -� . . t:. . � ; 1 ; 1 . 
i:d ve�. wha�t !the Republ i'cans1 ate� gch t�o �tei. sbe))d ·,on rJ�ctia� 
(h�t iJJnfr·� Ltb�y!bjdJct\ tkrl t�e !:�uU cimbaLJJ ; 

. 
.. ( . ; , � � ; � : ·; 1 , ; ! � • • • ; . . 'I 
�ai· (.e �fair !1 e�s 1 t�arl �ohJ3tk. ' i 

. � i tl. 
\ i '· \ \ � ; i � ·' ; 

; • • . �u:h:¢q�t�s J ;It� i$ Jrt�cilali: that J,e :!a(l:v�lob �- te�l �; 
• � i- ;. � � . � ": " � I ( � . � � �· t:' !. � 

kutri,g�t� rlro�rhro� fcyr \t�is; c�i:laig�. dirrlroy; chr{ei 
; f ! ; 1 1 i- 1 I � ; ; · � - :- . \ ; i � � ! . t � �n� r.'alte;r ;Hobdale <5;re hav·ing toi C�l.·Jy fth� f-n�:1�e; 

� � � . � ; �. � � r ;- � � :. ': . . ;· • . . £, 

[lo�d�o� �tt)ac�.; \�H�h f.a )ur\�tkal pbr(y !t�e� hl�aJlj,l j 
�mlsti bJ �pqke�rn�n� \\·l)o �aAe liruan�. to 1 tah�� r6r� ln i'l 
r-;h�t�ef it•is bni P�r�sJ" �rLh�t�J J t t lJ s�me .\r !J ! 

\ '\ - ' ' -� . ' . 1 t :- ' ' ' ; ; ,. ' l I' l l 
: 1 � ; : ; • : 

; i ' � �-· �. . !' •. �. f •. f i= : � ;po�e: s tc�a:r;gcp,: o� �'hiteve:r.� Xh� �;u�·rqga;te� flear:l� 
�a�e1 U�e �adva�t�g� �f �s�y�n<i sbm�� <br!u�e )tl�i nks f t}��� -� 
� 1 � . � � . � :- � � � � � � � •. ( � :. ': � ": �- : : k.a�tbr�a�d �H�-�d�l� �a�nqt :say l,ibht)ut JaJsi11g� dtrfiJ r 

' . 

-I:: 

f 

l 

l 
! 

U t� �r·! b �eJi shi�g l t\\e J r !a•� � m� g�s t � kai 0 hf�e �v 
�a� �o; h�h� -�rJn kutr�Jo�t�s,f a�d\ ti,ai J�rdgr� h�s1'c��m4 : -
• ( � � . • :; . . � \ � : .. 1 � 1 \ 1 i 1 ; � . � ; : ! 
ialpn9 ·�'e);y :slo�ly� \I� s srjec,t ·on: Yi a� stJ·c�ng; ciom.\n) �tp�n� 
·a� pulh)f�:�!Tj i�s;id� �)ut Ja�paiigr1 �·j 11 ;: rdsJl t� i h LJ � 

\de�+Hnt1f �a �+! +H·�es! pHrH iF� U+d l' • 

;1 'im �u�t� t��oi�c{o�rn�d� tha( �er�at-;o1j !?.?J��)�-������.,:.��cL t.t) . �;-;--i-: . , -- r � � �- : ; � ;� �- �- ; I ·gq; s�v?r-�l;y,·E;c)�:-s ;wi.thout r�eino; a;ttsd�e�j <.�n �a :nlli·nb�r\o! i 
; --' � : -- ; J -* 
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·.IcY� • .• _;. ·1 i. i ; : i l � · � i I, . .i. . .i ;; � , � \ � -� := � � � �  $t<')tqmeint:s that: h� �ad;e- .. bn; W?t�rc�a�e � ... hen� hk �a� 
�- � � ; , �  -. -: � · · �  . 

� \ ; : � j ; . \ ; 

, ; , ; 
; ' '· � ; ; : � '  j 

�lat.i9ncil ;ch�iy.�n� c'!n ;th� �'rt .�f�aiir,; ard� 0�1 C?t�e� 
�-· �.;. ·-�� � \ � ": \ � � �: � � '  .· 

� • ·, � -� : ;; :. ": � ' ---:1.. � Ret:)ubl�can oroarar?os 'ln o;en�rhl� ;�"P;ilje isu�h; a�tc1cks :: 
-� � � \ ,\ �., i ..J; j ; ;; ·� '.' ,� -,� .. '• '.·. ·.� .. · i,. .'.· _; �.. ·,' . :'1; 1.. .\ ; ·,:. � i � 1 � � � � .- . 
•iot�lq �c pnpe�o�i�g jtrfe �r�s�d�n � i4l �n� ��i�e�p�e�id�n�U�ll. 
; ; \ ! ! i i ' �. : .. �·� � l : ; � ; : : ; : ; � ; J ) l ta��d!id1t�,;, t�et �e1t�l�{Yj afe! f1i� rt rot �u� �urror ' 
$at.e�. �rti L� �lila� t;'h�'t �h� �d�!i�is;trht�o� ;s igc#ng i. 
� , � � �-, � � � t i �; � � ! � � ; ·. � � � j io;util;izk babii�e� q.f{ider!s,: f±od �erir;( Kts;sir:igcir �on� 
�-· o�� J Jndj o�.' .. _ .. : h�-�, r ·��.:_;.· ad 

.. :.·.mi�:.: .n i:_Js t' __ ,:.ra� i �-�.: n :_�_:.· o ;; .. f �c i.� lb �o � � J tJc;> u� '.� - . i i i � � i ; ; 1 ' <�ncl �t ;i� l�ld�c£-o�\s jf�r �1S! n'?t: tQ Uti�life� O�r lb�oa.d � .' 
; ; � ; ! 5 � . � � J r· . � ; .� ; , - ·. � . i • ; : 

- �ar�g� qf pepp�e( ir� �h� ppr!:Yi t�, ; Iri r.act 
� l� Jur�r�ateh· �nJ Ju �l-ib � i� u i_ ; . ; '· � 

. 
! � ' ;· 

:. '· 't � 

• 

. • .. .. .· .. 
� f fedti;ve;, � lot 8oi:e ��o�u�aL j arid �a Ito� lnol.·e l rJc�n� zf1ble 1 
� �- � ·� � j ' ; . . � � � : ; : : ; ; � i . :: �. j ' . ; 
than :a�e ·�th�its� · :Trh� <;'an; b� pai·tfctiilairl!f :�mpo�ta(nL in �· 
··11�j,.pin� ti� htta/;k � rdrJ• s; j�b: r� t(1rj �nd; rbr�' � �o�.· � i:t! 

� '""'-� :: � �. � � � :: . �· ;. : : , . � :" � ' ; . 
{Is� rJmJrn.Jer� that tf h·c�rctf• s: j�b( r4t�ng d�:cd.i<\e$, �tr::at1 ! 
1oi idi Ji� lhlbtJcJiJn lfo:t J1s f �lnJ elp�n�s l ot�r �jrg\n� 

i!.;)a�tJ, �iJfe�eLlJ irJ i� LU ihdt �n� �fl tJe la�va�tHs j ' � hh�t �w� hhv� ls) tlie �idark bt� t�e tDe�mo�crktic � pJrJy :vik-il-�i� � . � � � � � � � .. � � ,: � . ' � � � � . .: 
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to this is that it would allow us, if Strauss were able to raise the 

money, or we were able to help him, to go attacking Ford without having 

to do it directly and without it having to come out of our media funds. 

It is clear the party can buy time, and could mount a very strong 

pro-Democratic anti-Republican campaign in general that would 

s�ecifically benefit us and every other Democrat, and at the same 

time would probably be free fro� counter-attack in that it's unlikely 

that the Republicans would be unable to mount a defense or would 

want to mount a defense. This is an area where I think we can get 

a lot of negative media done without it being directly associated 

with our camp�ign and without it being directly done on Gerald Ford. 

The more I'�e thought abo�t�his proposal, the more I think it makes sense J 

and the more I think it expands our ability of our communications effort 

and allows us to do so without jepardizing our own budget and at the same 

time causing a back-lash against direct attacks on Ford. 

5. Short phrases. Given the coverage that the candidates received on the 

media, I think it's important on every stop that the candidates make, 

particularly Ji��y, that we look for the one line;short, tough, 

interesting, that is going to be reported on the air. If we can 

plan that in advance, or isolate that statement, then we can have some 

say in determining what appears on the evening news on television. 

What this really requires is setting forth some very strong and 

well thought-out and effective 
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tells us about what really happened as opposed to what we think 

happened. In addition, I've asked them to incorporate 

attitudes we are receiving now on the debates and the candidates, and 

how that might effect thoughts about the debates. TI1ey have 

prepared this memo, and I'm quite pleased with it and recommend 

it to everyone. I have some concerns, however, at the basic 

thought that we are the Kennedy in the debate, and Ford is the 

Nixon. To some extent I think it's possible to argue if Ford ig 

able to prove that he is at all more or equally as competent, 

visiona�, and sharp �s ;-immy, pe
.
ople may view 

.
the debates as 

a draw, and say there really is no difference between the 

candidates, and we ought to stick with the person we're comfortable 

J 

with. While I have that concern, I think it's more likely that people will 

viewthe debates, if they are tied, with the sense that Jimmy 

Carter had all the qualities they thought he had and thus 

feel more reassured about supporting him .. Nonetheless, it is 

important in the debate that we not debate at all, but that we ·  

use it as a forum to show how bright and intelligent and broad 

Jimmy Carter is, as well as what a strong and visionary person he 

· .. 

We �Id also emphas1ze, 

--------------� 
o Ford. 

�s we can, the fact t racticing his debate, videotaping, 

getting stand-ins that he really cannot do it without 
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ANTITRUST ENFORCEMENT BILL 

Status: 

Passed Senate on Sept. 8; passed House on Sept. 16; signed 
by the President Sept. 30. Justice Dept. originally endorsed 
even stronger bill, but Ford strongly denounced it in March, 
1976. Dole voted against all attempts to clear bill (e.g., 
filibustei cloture)1 but voted for final passage. Strongly 
opposed by big business. Strongly endorsed by all 50 state 
attorneys general and consumer groups. 

Major Provisions 

1. Authorizes parens patria suits-against price fixers by 
state attorneys general on behalf of all .injured citizens 

2. Increases authority of Justice Dept. to obtain business 
information for civil suits 

3. Expands program requiring pre�notification by firms 
intending to enter into potentially anticompetitive 
mergers and giving courts authority to enjoin them 

AUTOMOBILE R & D BILL 

Status: 

Cleared Congress on Sept. 13. Vetoed by President. The 
House overrode the veto, but the Senate sustained it. 

Major Provisions 

1. Would have authorized ERDA to develop test vehicles with 
cleaner, more efficient engines 

2. Would have authorized $100 million over next two years 
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CLEAN AIR ACT AMENDMENTS 

Status: 

House and Senate passed different�bills. Conferees agreed 
to compromise, but Conference Report was never approved, 
largely because of Administration opposition. Senate bill 
acceptable to.environrnental groups. House bill was.not, 
but supported by Administration. 

Major Provisions 

1. Both bills provide for "nondegradation"--i.e., more 
stringent air pollution standards in areas of country 
where air is relatively clean. New restrictions would 
apply only to new emitting facilities, not existing ones. 

2. Both bills strengthen existing enforcement provisions. 

3. Senate bill extends from 1978 to 1980 the date on which 
the more stringent emission requirements for autos 

Status: 

found in present law would go into effect. House bill 
would extend date to 1982, but would require.some phase­
in of standards for unburned hydrocarbons and carbon 
monoxide (but not nitrogen oxides) before that date. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET RESOLUTION 

Cleared by both Houses. Did not require Presidential 
approval. 

Major Provisions: 

1. Imposes on Congress spending ceiling of $413.1 billion 
and revenue floor of $362.5 billion for FY 1977 

2. Ceilings and floors will be binding on both Houses for 
first time. Legislation that would raise ceiling or lower 
floor is out of order. 

Impact: 

Compares with: .Ford FY 19 7 7 budget, as updated in July, as 
follows (figures in billions): 

Rec,eipts 

Outlays 

Deficit 

Administration 

$352.5 

400.0 

47.5 

. Congress 

$362.5 

413.3 

?0.8 
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CORPORATE BRIBERY BILL 

Status: 

Passed Senate unanimously. Died in the House. 

Administration Position: 

Proposed a bill only requiring reporting of corporate bribes 
to foreign officials, which reports would be kept secret for 
one year. Opposed Senate bill. 

Major Provisions 

1. Makes it a crime to make or promise a payment to a foreign 
official for a corrupt purpose 

2. Maximum penalty is 2 years and $10,000 fine. 

ELECTRIC CAR BILL 

Status: 

Enacted on Sept. 17, after Senate. and House overrode Ford veto 
of Sept. 13. Vetoed on grounds it was too costly and development 
should be left to private industry 

Major Provisions; 

1. Authorizes ERDA to do research and development on 
electric-powered vehicles 

2. Authorizes government purchase 7,500 electric vehicles 
for demonstration programs 

3. ·Authorizes $100 million for research and $60 million 
loan guarantee authority over 5 year period 
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HEW APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

Status: 

Cleared by Congress on Sept. 17. Ford vetoed because 
size of appropriation was $4 billion over his request. 
Congress overrode veto. 

Major Proposals: 

1. Appropriates $57 billion for.HEW 

2. Prohibits use of Medicaid funds for.abortion, except 
where mother's life is in danger. Unclear whether it 
also provides exception when mother has certain 
diseases or is victim of incest or rape 

Impact: 

Prohibited most of the 250,000-300,000 abortions paid by 
Medicaid last year, at cost of $45-55 million. However, 
lower federal court in New York has ruled that this anti­
abortion limitation is unconstitutional. Decisions is on 
appeal. 

HEALTH MANPOWER BILL 

Status: 

Cleared by Congress and signed by President October 13. 
A similar bill that was more restrictive in terms of 
doctors' freedom of choice in selecting place to practice 
was pocket vetoed by Ford in 1974. Upon signing current 
bill, Ford took credit for the idea. 

Major Provisions: 

1. Authorizes $2.1 billion for medical school scholarships, 
student loans and capitation grants. 

2. Ties almost all scholarship grants to enlistment in 
National Health Service Corps, which places doctors 
in area of need. 

3. Requires medical schools with teaching hospitals to 
set aside increasing proportions of residency training 
positions--up to one-half by 1980--to general and family 
practice and pediatrics. 
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LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 
FUND ACT AMENDMENT 

Cleared by Congress and sent to President on Sept. 16 
President signed. 

Administration Position: 

Ford has opposed this legislation in the past, and was 
expected to veto. Did not veto apparently because of 
his own parks initiative and because overwhelming margins 
of passage (282-3 in House; unanimous consent in Senate) 
indicated veto override anyway. Bill authorizes more moriey 
for parks acquisition than Ford's recent initiative. 

Background 

Current law, passed in 1965, creates Land and Water 
Conservation Fund and authorizes $300 million per year. 
40% to be used for acquisition of federal recreation areas, 
and 60% to states on formula basis. Fund cannot be used 
to develop existing parkland. Under Nixon-Ford, federal 
portion has been used only sparingly, and large backlog has 
developed, which Ford now intends to use in his new proposal. 

Maj or Provisions: 

1. Would increase funding level to $600 million in 
FY 1978; $750 million in FY 1979; $900 million in 
FY 1980 thru 1989. 

2. Administration required to use all of federal portion 
of appropriation. 

3. Sec. of Interior must submit extensive review of urban 
recreational needs within one year of enactment. 



- 6 -

LOBBYING BILL 

Status: 

Senate passed bill in June. House passed a different 
bill, which died when sent back to the Senate. Senate 
bill strongly opposed by many public interest groups, most 
of which would have to register under it. 

Maj or Provisions 

Senate Bill--

1. Requires all organizations and businesses to register 
as lobbyists if they (1) have more than 12 oral lobbying 
contracts with members of Congress (other than their 
own representatives or employees of the Executive Branch 
regarding pending legislation or grant or contract in 
excess of $1 million in 3 mo. period; (2) spent more than 
$250 in 3 mos. to hire lawyer to lobby; or (3) spent 
more than $5,000 in solicitation campaign to influence 
legislation. 

2. Local affiliates of national organizations are exempt if 
they are controlled by the parent and make fewer than 12 
oral contacts thru paid employees. 

3. Detailed registration statements and quarterly reports are 
required. Report requires among other things list of all 
contributors of more than $2,500 to the organization. 

House Bill--

1. Defines lobbyist as organization that employs at least one 
full-time person spending more than 20% of his time trying 
to influence government. 

2. More simplified reporting procedures than Senate bill. 
Requires disclosure of contributors of more than $2,500 
if that represents 5% or more of receipts of organization. 
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MEDICARE AND MEDICAID REFORM (TALMADGE) BILL 

Status: 

Talmadge bill died in Senate. On Sept. 20 Senate attached 
rider to irrelevant House bill that would adopt three key 
provisions of Talmadge bill and add two others. Rider died 
in the House. 

Major Provisions 

Senate-Passed Bill--

1. Establishes central fraud & abuse unit under Inspector 
General, who reports only to Sec. of HEW. 

2. Prohibits factors from discounting Medicare & Medicaid 
receivables under power of attorney. 

3. Upgrades Medicaid and Medicare fraud from misdemeanor to 
felony. 

4. Requires disclosure of ownership·and financial control 
of Medicaid mills. 

5. Requires Sec. of HEW to give priority in investigations 
to referrals by professional standards review organization. 

Talmadge Bill--

1. Items 1, 2 and 3 above. 

2. Combines Medicaid performance standards for states and 
provides penalties for violations and technical assistance 
to assure compliance. 

3. Establishes Medicaid performance standards for states and 
provides penalties for violations and technical assistance 
to assure compliance. 

4. Establishes uniform .cost accounting systems for hospitals 
and mechanism for reimbursement for routine operating 
costs for hospitals, giving incentives ·to those hospitals 
with below average operating costs. 

5. Establishes incentives for physicians to �ccept "reason­
able" Medicare charges a full billing amount. 

6. Makes more equitable the procedure for determining 
"reasonable" charges. 

7. Places controls on payments to nursing homes. 
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OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LEASING BILL 

Status: 

Bill cleared Conference Committee once, but House voted to 
recommit 

-
it to Conference where it died the second time. 

Strongly supported by coastal states; opposed by oil companies 
and Administration. 

Major Provisions: 

1. Requires Secretary of Interior to prepare five�year 
leasing plan. 

2. Requires leaseholders to submit development and production 
plans, which are to be reviewed by regional advisory boards 
established by governors of coastal states. 

3. Revises bidding practices to allow government to call for 
bids on the extent to which government would share in profits, 
rather than present system of specific price for the lease, 
plus fixed percentage of profits. Would make smaller companies 
more competitive. 

4. Authorizes Interior to do exploratory drilling to have better 
idea of how much oil and gas will be recovered. 

PUBLIC WORKS APPROPRIATION BILL 

Status: 

Conference Committee agreed to final prov1s1ons. 
by both houses on September 20. Ford signed. A 
these expenditures (Emergency Public Works Bill) 
earlier this year over Ford veto. 

Major Provisions: 

Final clearance 
bill authorizing 
was enacted 

1. Appropriates $2 billion to provide 100% funding to state 
and local governments for construction of public facilities. 
Projects must be started within 90 days, and 70% of funds 
must be spent in areas with above average unemployment. 

2. Appropriates $1.25 billion to provide countercyclical aid 
to state and local governments. Will enable states to 
maintain essential services without increasing taxes. 

3. Appropriates $480 million for grants to states to constrcut 
wastewater treatment plants. 

Impact: 

Total FY 1977 appropriationis $3.73 billion. Will create 
as many as 300,000 jobs. 



... . --·.;-:: � .  

- 9 -

REVENUE SHARING BILL 

Status: 

Approved by Congress Sept. 30 and signed by'President� 
Bill provided less money and.for shorter period of time then 
proposed by President. 

Major Provision�: 

1. Extends revenue sharing program through September . 

. 1980. 

I 

2. Authori�es $27. 2 billion over 4 years ($6.65 billion 
first year, $�.85 billion thereafter). Does not 
require further congressional appropriation . 

. 3. Strenthens enforcement of provisions against 
discrimination on basis of race, color, national 

.origin or sex and extend coverage to include religion, 
age or physical disability. 

4. Makes it clear that funds can be used to support 
religion-supported social welfare programs that give. 
preference to members of their denomination. Religious 
groups (especially Catholics) strongly support this 
concept, and you have endorsed it. 

SYNTHETIC FUELS BILL 

Status: 

Cieared Senate. Died in House when House failed to adopt rule 
to �ring it to floor. 

Major Provisions: 

1. Authorizes $3.5 billion in loan guarantees over two years 
for commercial scale demonstration plants to produce 

· 

synthetic fuels from coal . (especially gasification) , oil 
shale, solar, biomass and renewable resources. 

2. Authorizes $500 .million in price supports for synthetic 
fuel plants . 
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TAX BILL · 

Cleared by both Hou,ses on September 16. President signed. 

Impact: 

Net revenue increase of $1.6 billion next year; $2. 4 billion by 
1981, but these amounts to be offset by loss of about $1 billion 
per year beginning in 1978 because of new estate tax exemptions. 

Major Provisions: 

Individuals 

1. Extends antirecession tax cuts of 1975 and 1976. 

2. Increases deductions or credits for child care (and eliminates 
anti-grandmother provision), alimony, retirement and"rnoving 
expenses. 

3. Tightens deductions for use qf horne for business purposes and 
rental of vacation homes and exemption for persons working 
for u.s. firms abroad. 

4. Eliminates sick pay deduction. 

Investors: 

1. Substantially strengthens the minimum tax provisions, increasing 
coverage from 30,000 to 300,000 taxpayers and increasing revenue 
from $1 billion. 

2. Tightens rules on tax shelters such as real estate construction­
oil and gas drilling, sports franchises, and on use of 
maximum tax limitations by higher salaried persons. 

3. Eliminates tax benefits for stock options. 

Corporations: 

1. Extends tax credit through 1980 and makes it more useful for 
railroads, airlines and shipbuilders. 

2. Extends tax reduction on first $50,000 of profit of small 
businesses. 

3. Extends minimum tax provisions for corporations, increasing 
revenues $60 million this year, $200 million by 1981. 
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Estate and Gift: 

1. Doubles exemption to $120,000; increases to $175,000 in 
five years; provides relief to farms and small businesses. 

2. Changes tax basis for inheritances to value at time of 
purchase, rather than time of inheritance. 

Miscellaneous: 

1. Imposes tax penalties for companies complying with Arab 
boycott (this is only provision Ford Administration strongly 
opposed). 

2. Increases public access to tax rulings, and strengthens 
limitations on disclosure of tax returns. 

3. Provides deduction of up to $25,000 per year to businesses 
for removing barriers to the handicapped. 
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TOXIC SUBSTANCES BILL 

Status: 

Approved by both House and Senate. President signed, calling 
it one of the most significant pieces of environmental 
legislation ever passed by Congress. 

Previous Administration Position: 

Although Ford will probably try to take credit for bill during 
debate, Administration was generally opposed to key pre-marketing 
notification and testing provisions. EPA Administrator Train 
strongly supported bill throughout. 

Major Provisions: 

1. Bans manufacture or importation after two years of PCB, 
a chemical used in electrical capacitors and transformers 
and known to cause tumors and other disorders. 

2. Authorizes EPA to require new chemical substances to be 
subjected to testing if there is .Potent�al health risk. 

3. Requires 90-day prenotification of intent to market new 
chemical, which EPA can extend for another 90 days. 

4. Authorizes EPA to ban new chemicals presenting health risk 
and to seek injunction if more testing is required. 

Impact: 

Subjects the approximately 1,000 new chemicals marketed each 
year to possible testing. Previously, only pesticides, food 
and drug additives were subject to testing. 



1. Peace 

BASIC RESPONSES TO FORD 

Peace is more than the temporary absence of war. We are living, 

at best, in a period of transition in which we have only a short 

time to prepare for the dangerous period that lies ahead. The way 

we are driftin now, and selling arms and nuclear technology to all 

corners, within a decade over 40 nations could be able to play the 

game of nuclear blackmail. some of these nations are: Eygpt, Iran, 

India, Pakistan, South Korea, to anern only a few. This Administration 

has no policy to stop it. We are in the midst of a genuine energy 

crisis, and this Administration's only policy is to buckle under to 

OPEC blackmail. Our relations with our partners in Japan and Western 

Europe have deteriorated and our standing in the developing countries 

-- those countries which used to look to us for leadership -- has 

never been lower. We can use this time, or we can drift in a kind 

of caretakership for another four years. I don't think we can afford 

to drift. 

2. Increased Spending · 

No administration has been quicker to make arms policy a political 

pawn than this one -- whether it is selling missiles to Saudi Arabia 

or manipulating the defense budget in response to Ronald Reagan's 

primary campaign. Our economy is weak and stangnant -- that is 

the cornerstone of national security. The roles and missions for 

which our defense establishment must prepare have not been systematically 

reviewed since 1947. We are wasting precious resources on useless 

and duplicative support missions, while we have too little budgeted 
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for strengthening our actual combat strength. We are spending 

billions (?) preparing for contingencies like another land war in 

Asia, in which we will surely never become involved again, �-while 

resources are inadequate for serious dangers we face in other areas. 

Too much for support �- not enough for combat capability. This 

administration has no clear view of our interests in the world 

other than a 19th century balance-of-power view which places. a 

higher value on relations with our potential adversaries than with 

our friends and allies. And the American people do not know where 

their country is headed in the world. More dollars to the Pentagon 

won't set that right, but a new President will. 
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EXPERIENCE; AND RECORD AS GOVERNOR 

QUESTIONS 

1. How do you reconcile major campaign promise of government 
reorganization and reduced waste and inefficiency with fact that, 
as Governor of Georgia, your reorganization is alleged to have been 
only box shuffling, expenditures went up 50%, number of state employees 
went up 25% and bonded indebtedness went up 100%? 

2. Is experience as a one-term Governor of Georgia and a 
one-term state senator adequate to prepare you for the Presidency? 

ANSWERS 

Theme: As President Kennedy said, many routes to Presidency. 
My experience makes me more qualified than Ford. Know concerns of 
ordinary people better.�t part of Washington buddy system. Record 
as Governor widely praised. 

A. Attack Points 

1. Ford grossly and deliberately distorted my record as 
Governor in first debate. 

2. Ford's experience consists only of representing a con­
gressional district of less than 500,000 population for 25 years, 
serving year·as unelected Vice President, and two years as unelected 
President. This provided opportunity to become part of Washington 
buddy system, but not to learn much about rest of the country. Little 
experience as leader, administrator. 

B. Positive Points 

1. Ford said expenditures went up 50% during my term. True, 
but was during period of. Georgia's greatest economic growth. State's 
revenues increased at even faster rate because of increased tax base. 
Left office with $116 billion surplus. 

2·. Only gasoline and cigarette taxes increased, to bring 
them in line with national average. Income taxes were reformed 
(mostly to standardize with federal). Standard deduction and dependency 

allowances were increased. No overall change in income tax revenues. 
Reduced and reformed property taxes. Tax record in Georgia good 
example of qow government services can be increased and tax reform 
accomplished without tax increase. 
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3. Ford.said number of state employees increased 25% during 
term. True, but compares with 45% increase under Maddox. Growth in 
employees decreased to 2% per year in last year and compared to 8-10% 
before reor9anization. 

4. Reorganization and eliminatioh of waste does not �ecessarily 
mean a reduction in total number of employees. Does mean their more 
efficient use. Reorganization supported by state employees. 

5. Ford said bonded indebtedness increased 20% during term. 
Actual increase was over 100%, but was because I reorganized fiscal 
structure to allow general obligation bonds for first time and 
eliminated those of separate agencies. Result was increase in indebt­
edness first two years but decrease last two, and increase in bond 
rating from AA to AAA . 

· 

6. Other major accomplishments: Reorganization into 22 

agencies; complete reappraisal of educational system; quadrupling of 
retarded persons served by community drug abuse program; "Killers and 
Cripplers" program; creation of Georgia Residential Financial Agency; 
judicial reform; offender rehabilitation improvements; creation of 
Heritage Trust; welfare reform. 

7. Bring new leadership with new perspective. Experience 
from receiving end of federal grants and revenue sharing. More 
experienced than Ford at administering large organization., and not 
part of Washington establishment; more familiar with concerns of 
farmers and working people. 

8. For same length of time Ford has been President and 
isolated in Oval Office, I have been crisscrossing America, meeting 
ordinary people in fiving rooms, factory lines. My experience has 
given better feel of pulse of America, what its people want and don't 
want from government. 

Note: This is an area where some of ·the-subject matter was 
covered 1n first debate and may therefore not be asked about directly. 
However, Ford distortions of Georgia record were not adequately· 
rebutted in first debate, and certain other positive points above 
could effectively be worked into answers on other subjects. 



CLOSING STATEMENT 

Tonight we conclude this series of Presidential debates; 

and in 10 days this long campaign will be over as well. But I 

hope, with your help, that Election Day will signify not an end 

but a beginning--

-- the beginning of a new day of hope and confidence in 

our country; 

�- the beginning of new economic policies that will bring 

prices down and put people back to work; 

-- the beginning of a day when America's best values and 

principles are reflected in our foreign policy and when our 

leaders can stand as becons of hope for freedom-loving people 

throughout the world. 

I want to make that kind of new beginning for America; 

but I cannot do it alone. I need your votes on November 2nd, 

but I also need your help. I need your advice. I need your 

support in the months and years that lie ahead. 

I want you to hold me accountable for all I have said ·I 

would do, so that I never let you down. 

I want you to tell me whenever you are ill-served by 

gove�emtn, so I can find out the reason and set it right. 

I want you to help me as I set to work to end Republican 

budget deficits • . .  to reform the welfare mess to make the 

tax code fair . . •  to provide national health insurance ... to 



create real jobs for the unemployed • . •  to help our failing 

cities • • • to provide decent housing • • • and a cleaner environment • • •  

and a sensible national energy policy • • •  and to restore our 

place in the world. I want you to support my efforts to make 

the federal government work. 

None of these things can be achieved easily or in one 

year or, in some cases, in any one term of office. But we must 

begin. 

We should not deceive ourselves. If we do not begin • • • 

if we continue to drift with the present Republican policies, more 

American families will face longer and deeper hardship. There 

will be millions needlessly without work • • •  elderly citizens 

cruelly robbed by inflation . • •  young people unable to meet their 

aspirations.· Worst of all, we will be needlessly throwing 

away this nation's great potential. 

If you agree with me that it's time for leadership, for a 

change; that it's time this country regained its pride and1 -it5_�­

confidence and its strength -- with a strong economy and strong 

moral standards and a strong defense and, above all, strong, 

competent, compassionate leadership -- than I ask you to give 

me your vote on November 2nd. 

The choice is clear. The issues are clear. The contrast 

is clear. And whether you vote to continue the Republican status 

quo under Mr. Ford and Mr. Dole, or vote for new leadership, 

eitper way I hope you will vote. Millions of American men 

have died in battlefields abroad to protect our right to vote. 

Let your voice be heard. That is what America is all about. 



You have good reason to be disenchanted with the last 

8 years. But let us begin anew--together. South and North, 

East and West. Those things which unite us far exceed those 

things that divide us. We love this land or ours too much to 

·lose faith now. We have survived a difficult decade. Together 

we can put those years behind us, make a fresh start -- for 

your children and mine. 
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Ford can be expected to get questions dealing with the following 
broad issues: 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

s·. 

6 0 

7. 

8. 

9 0 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14� 
15 .. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

Handling of the economy (pp.Z-4) 
Pardon (S-9) 
Style of leadership (10-12) 
Relations with Congress(l3-18) 
The emotional issues (busing, abortion, amnesty, marijaurta)(l9-27) 
Congressional voting record vs. present· positions and 
obligations (28-31) 
Record on the social service issues (housing, elderly, health 
care, education, and welfare)(32-40) 
Energy (41-44) 
Environment(45-49) 
Government reform (tax reform and reorganization) (49�-491) 
Appointments (S0-53) 
Record on discrimination (women, blacks, Spanish-speaking)(54-57) 
Integrity and morality in government (58-61) 

· 

Crime (62-66) . . · 
Influence of corporate interests (67-70) 
Agricultural record (71-74) (75-82 omitted) 
Record vs. Republican platform (83-87) 
Mood of nation (88-90) 
Use of incumbency(91-94) 
Value of experience (95•97) · 

Major accomplishments of Administration (98-104)(' 
. . 

For· each of the above issues , regardless o.f the particular 
phrasing or emphasis of the questions, Ford will attempt to make 
his basic statement in the issue. That his statement may not 
really answer the question can be expected and, given his record, 
is probable: if there is one skill he has acutely developed after 
27 years in Washington (but particularly 2 years as President) , 
it is answering the question he wanted and not the one asked. 

Even in the follow-up question, Ford is not likely to allow 
himself to be pinned down or to admit the weaknesses of his 
response to the first question. His practice in press conferences 
and interviews ·(with follow-up questions) has been to repeat his 
previous answer with a slightly different emphasis and one or 
two different illustrations. 

So, the key to preparing a response to Ford's answers is 
simply determining the content and style of his basic statements. 
And that is made extremely easy because of'the frequency with 
which Ford has recently stated his views on the c.ampaign issues 
and his themes of attack. Based on Ford's statements, his 
answers are almost certain to be as follows: 
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1. Handling of the Economy 

(a) Basic Question: During your Administration, there 
was a severe recession, from which the country is only 
now beginning to recover. And even now there is still 
high unemployment, high inflation, reduced economic 
growth, and a proposed record deficit. Why do you think 
you handling of the economy merits another four years 
in office? 

(b) Basic Ford Response: 

(1) Economy strong compared to August 1974 - When 

(2) 

I assumed office, the economy had high inflation, 
high unemployment and low output: inflation was 
12%, sales were· off, plants were shut down, thousands 
were being laid off every week; and fear of the 
future was stopping our economy and threatening 
millions of families. In two years, the eco nomic 
picture has changed greatly: inflation has been 
cut by more than hal�; payrolls are up, profits 
are up, production is up and purchases are up: 
more than 4 million people have found jobs, and more 
people are now working than ever in the nation's 
history 

Steady and sure·course - I have achieve� this record 
by refusing to panic or to support the billion dollar 
make-work programs proposed by the Democratic Congress; 
instead I have applied a steady and sure hand, ·know­
ingthat a recession is not cured overnight and that 
sound .financial management is the only answer. 

I -

(3) Next four years will be even better� Beca�se of 
the steady and sure course I have been following 
the economy is continuing its rapid improvement; 
in the past year, housing starts have risen by 
40.%, the GNP has risen by 10% and per capita 
disposable income has risen by nearly 5%. Under my 
prudent, affordable management of the economy, 
these figures.will improve even more during the 
next four years. 
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HANDLING THE ECONOMY 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) We just heard Mr. Ford tell us everything is good 

with our economy and getting better. Well I don't agree. 

(2) And I'd just �ike to take my time by asking a few 

questions which I hope Mr. Ford will answer for us 

sometime tonight. And if not tonight, I hope he or 

his Republican party will give us the answers sometimes, 

anytime, during this campaign. 

(a) ·Are there 7� million workers unemployed today? 

Yes! Is this 2� million more than were unemployed 

when Mr. Ford took office two years ago? . Yes! 

(b) Is the unemployment rate today 7. 9%? . Yes! t' Is this 

a higher unemploYment rate than we've had at any 

time under any other President since the Great 

Depression, and has this unemployment been rising 

for three straight months? Yes! 

{c) Is the 1968 dollar today worth 61¢? Yes! Is today's 

inflation rate of 6% greater than the rate we've had 

at any time between the Korean War and the inaugura­

tion of Richard Nixon? Yes! Is this 6% inflation 

rate three times higher than the average rate for 

all the Kenn
,
edy-Johnson years? Yes! (Ford might say 

there is currently a 4% rate of inflation, which he 

gets by using the GNP deflator. This is a rather 
� 

technical measure of inflation that does not direc�ly 

measure consumer prices--whi.ch have been rising at 

a 6% rate.) 
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(d) Is the average worker's weekly paycheck worth less 

today than it wa� in 1968? Yesl ($103.39 in 1968 

and $102.94 today in real terms, adjusted for inflation) 

(e) Aren't the deficits submitted by Mr. Ford the largest 

in this country's history? Yes! Aren't the average 

yearly deficits under Mr� Ford at least seven times 

larger than the average yearly deficits ·under Presidents 

Kennedy or Johnson? Yes! 

(f) Isn't it true that there are fewer private non-farm 

job-s today than when Mr. Ford took office? Yes! 

. (g) Aren't housing starts today. lower (1,387,000 units) 

than they were when Mr. Ford took office (1,156,000)? · 

Yes! 

f( 



- s-

2. Pardon; Nixon Relationship; Waterqate 

(a) BasicQuestions: As a Congressman you were a strong 
supporter of Richard Nixon, you were picked by him as 
his vice-president, soon after you succeeded him you 
pardoned him prior to any criminal proceedings, and 
your Administration has kept many Nixon appqintees and 
largely followed the Nixon policies. Do you still think 
the pardon was justified and would you grant it again? 
Given your record,do you think the voters should consider 
your relationship with Nixon and his policies in deciding 
whether you deserve an elected term? Do you think you 
should be held accountable in this election for Watergate? 

(b) Basic Ford Responses: 

(1) Pardon - I granted the pardon so that the country 
could move ahead from the long nightmare of Watergate 

' and concentrate on the more pressing problems of 
economy recovery and world peace. That was my prime 
motivation, as I explained when I granted the pardon 
and testified before the House Judiciary Committee. 
Had the pa�don not been granted, the country may 
have spent the last two years concentrating on 

· 

Nixon's fate,. rather than the economy and world 
peace. Let me add for those concer

.
ned rightly 

about compassionate leadership, the suffering of 
Mr. Nixon and his wife had been so int�nse that I 
did not believe they should be forced to undergo 
further needless suffering. 

(2) Relationship with Nixon - I supported Nixon while I 
was in Congress because I agreed with his policies · 
and because, as the leader of my party, it was my 
duty.- where I agreed with the President's policies -
to attempt to gather suppo.rt for them. However, 
since assuming the presidency, I have made a clean 
break with.the past; my cabinet is full almost 
entirely with my appointees; my staff is filled com­
pletely with my own appointees; and my policies 
have been different in a number of areas. So I 
don • t think, given this cle

.
an break, there is any 

·justification for considering my Administration 
with my predecessor's •. 

(3) Watergate in Campaign - I don't think there is any 
reason for Watergate to be an issue. I was not 
involved with Watergate; I knew nothing about the 
facts of Watergate. No one has ever claimed 
otherwise. The same is true of my running mate. 
In addition, my Administration has made a clean 
break with the previous administration; none �f 
those involved with Watergate are involved in my 
administration. · I think there are so many more 
important issues to worry about: prosperity, peace 
tax reform,·toughened criminal laws� improved housing 
and health care. 
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PARDON; RELATIONS WITH NIXON; WATERGATE 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) Pardon 

a. I have said I would not raise the pardon in this 

campaign and I have not; I have mentioned the issue 

only when asked. 

b. Now that the issue is before us, I feel obligated 

to let the American people know my views on what 

public opinion polls show to be a major concern for 

the voters: 

1. I would not have pardoned Mr. Nixon, at least 

until after the judicial process upon which 

this country is based, had been concluded. I 

� 
· recognize he had been disgraced in the eyes of 

the American people and was destined to live 

out his life in exile; but he had apparently 

committed crimes in the highest office of the 

land; he haP. placed our·system to its limits; 

- and he �ad intentionally lied to the American 

people. Mr. Ford's pardon extended to known 

and unknown crimes. It deprived the American 

people of knowing the full facts- of Watergate. 

To compound this, Mr. Ford attempted to give 

Mr.-Nixon all of his papers, including those 

needed by the_Special Prosecutor; failed to go 

through the· Justice Department in the normal � 

--. -.. , . .,. •. ---�-�-----------:--- c-·-·c-.-. ----- -------- .. ..... -c---·--· ----.-------------..... - ------------------�-�- r------------------.- ---



�� 
\. 

C'; ·' 

0 

-7-

process for the pardon; and did not insist on 

an admission of guilt from Mr. Nixon. 

2. Under those circumstances; even if a pardon had 

been appropriate, it should have been ·handled 

much differently: 

a. The American people should have been told by 

Mr. Nixon why he was accepting a pardon, rather 

than being allowed to admit no criminal wrong-

doing; the full disclosure of wrongdoing that 

occurred with Mr� Agnew's resignation would 

have been helpful. 

b. The Special Prosecutor's Office sh6uld have 

been consulted about the need for a pardon 

and the effect on other trials. 

c. The reason why Mr. Nixon's ·subordinates were 

being forced to remain in jail and subject to 

criminal_prosecution should have been·explained 

or justified . •  

(2) Relationship with Nixon 

a. I recogni�e that Mr. Ford assumed office under difficult 

circumstances and that a clean break was necessary; but 

t,he record of the-last two years unfortunately shows 

there has not been a clean break. 

--�---------··-· �--� .... ·:- -·--·---�----·---�--- -,- . .. - ------------- ----------·--------�---- -- - - ...... .,_ ______ � _. . , -------···-:-··:-·· 
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b. This is evident from Mr. Ford's continued reliance on 

Mr. Nixon's advisors and the continuation of Mr. Nixon's 

policies: 

1. All of Mr. Ford's foreign policy advisors were 

Nixon's ·as well. Virtually all of his·· economic 

advisors, from Burns to Simon, were.also Nixon's. 

His agricultural advisor, Mr. Butz, was Nixon's. 

His NATO Commander was Nixonis chief of staff. 

His OMB Director was Nixon's HUD Secretary. His 

Secretary of Defense was Nixon's NATO Ambassador. 

So there has been a clear continuity in personnel. 

2. Mr. Ford has also continued Mr. Nixon'� style of 

government. He has used the veto to stop bills to 

create jobs and provide better health care, edu­

cation, and housing; he has impounded funds ap­

propriated by Congress for health care, education, 

housing1a clean environment, and more jobs; he has 

cQntintied to rely on Executive privilege to shield 

facts .from the American public; he has allowed the 

White House staff to keep its enormous power; he 

has appointed individuals who·are clearly unqualified 

or have clear conflicts-of-interest;. and he has al-

lowed Big Business to keep its control· over major 

policies.· 
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c. Mr. Ford has not been able to establish his own 

Administration apart from Mr. Nixon's. The only 

way that can happen in the next 4 years is through 

a Democratic Administration. We need to make a 

clean break with the Republican past, which only 

new leadership can do. 

(3) Watergate In Campaign_ 

a. I have not tried to make Watergate an issue in this 

campaign. 

b. I think the events surrounding Watergate are a .national 

tragedy; the voters will have to decide for themselves 

whether Watergate should be a factor in th�ir vote. 

c. I agree that Mr. Ford was not involved in Watergate. 

Although he defended Mr. Nixon's activities to the 

end, and he supported the firing of Mr. Cox, I am 

sure he did not know all the .facts. 

d. I would also prefer that we concentrate on the more 

impo�tant issues. Mr. Ford's position on those is 

why I think'! should be elected. 

--------···:-_------�---===-·=-= .. ·=----------- --·------------ - -�-�------------�-·�--,---"···��·-�----
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3. ·Style of Leadership 

(a) Basic Questions: Mr. Carter and other Democrats 
have accused you of providing weak, drifting leadership 
to the country� opinion pol.ls show that a significant 
percentage of Americans have a similar impression of your 
presidency. Why do you think so many people have that 
impression and why do you think it and the accusations 
of the Democrats are unjustified? 

(b) Basic Ford Response 

(1) I·am the first to admit I am not a flashy speaker, 
a smiler, or a charismatic leader� I am, however, 
a hard-working, affirmative leader, and I get the 
job done - that 1s � style of leadership. 

(2) ·The record shows that my style of affirmative 
leadership has worked. When I became President, 
the economy was in turmoil, the Vietnam War was still 
raging, the nation had grave doubts about its 

_ 

national leaders and institutions. In two years, I 
have turned the economy around, the nation is at 
peace for the first time in over a decade, national 
c·onfidence has been J;estored., and respe;:t for the 
integrity of the presidency· has been re-established. 
Those accomplishments could not have been achieved 
by a weak leader. 

(3) The impression that my leadership has been weak has 
been fostered by those who oppose - though cannot 
explain why - my Constitutional use of the veto. 
My 56 vetoes, which have saved the American taxpayer 
$13 billion, have been the result of strong leader­
ship. A weak leader would have allowed the Democratic 
Congress to overwheLmingly pass big-spending bill 
after big-spending bill.. But I have not; I have 
stood up to Congress and I think that is a fine 
example of strong leadership 1n the publi�'s clear 
interest. 

· · 
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STYLE OF LEADERSHIP 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I disagree with my Republican opponent's view of what 

is strong leadership. He.thinks leadership is proposing. 

bills that are known to have no chance of serious 

Congressional consideration, let alone passage; I think 

leadership is determining the nation's needs, devising 
� 

legislation to meet those needs, and.working with 

Congress to see that the legislation-is passed. That 

is what I would do. Mr. Ford thinks leadership is 

vetoing bills, even though the vetoes are repeatedly 

overridden; I think �eadership is working to correct 

legislation before ·it is sent to the White Hou�. 

That is what I would do • .  

(2) I also disagree with Mr. Ford that the results of his 

leadership are anything to write home about: 

--2� million more people are unemployed than when he 

assumed office· 

--unemployment rates have reached their highest level 

since the Great Depression 

--The highest deficits in history--7� times higher 

than the average for Kennedy-Johnson--have been sub-

mitted to Congress 

--Enormous inflation has made a dollar worth only 61¢ 

of its l96a value 

==-==......----·- · ··-·· · · -----· 
--·· · · · ·-
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--The country is more dependent.on foreign oil than 

before the Arab boycott . 

--Abuses in the CIA and FBI go unreprirnanded 

--$3-5 billion a year frauds in Medicaid go unchecked 

-�crime has continued to rise; it is up more than 

45% since 1968. 

If these are the results of Mr. Ford's strong .leadership, 

I want none of it. · 

(3) I do not believe Mr. Ford can be a strong leader. 

Strong leaders do not emerge. from 25 years of Congres·sional 

clubbiness. Strong leaders do not emerge from a Republican 

party still committed to the policies of Herbert Hoover 

and Torn Dewey.· And stron g lead·ers do not emerge from 

a situaticnin which the_appointees and the policies of. 

the previous Administration are still in place. 

(4) If I am elected, I would make a clean break from the 

past. I would not owe by job to one man or a thousand 

special interest groups. !.would owe it only to the 

American people and would be able to serve their interests 

alone. That is the type of leadership we·need. 
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4. Relations with Congress 

. (a) Basic Question You have vetoed 56 bills in 2 years, 
sought to impound nearly $40 billion in appropriated funds, 
failed to get action of many of.your major legislative 
pr-oposals - in short, you have not had � as your recent 
statements admit - good relations with Congress. What 
has accounted for those poor relations,. why do you think 
relations will improve if you serve 4 more years, and 
why. to you think a Democratic president serving with a 
Democratic Congress would not produce a more coordinated, 
less contentious .federal government? 

(b) Basic Ford Response: 

(1) Relations with Congress - my relations with Congress· 
have not been as good as I would like because of 
the strong positions I have taken in a number of 
areas against an overwhelmingly Democratic, liberal 
free-spending Congress. 

(a) . I have had .to veto 55 pieces of extravagant 
and unnecessary legislation; 45 times I made 
those vetoes stick, even though the Congress was 
overwhelmingly Democratic. Through my vetoes, 
I have saved $13 billion of the taxpayer's 
money. But that savings has angered the 
Democratic Congress. ' 

(b) I have provided affirmative leadership; it is 
the Congress which has been negative: 

(1) I have proposed a permanent tax cut 
coupled with spending reductions to stimulate 
the economy and relieve hard-pressed middle 
income�taxpayers. But the Democratic. Congress; 
which talked tax reform, has failed to act. 

(2) · I have prop:>sed reasonable, constitutional 
·restrictions on court-ordered busing of 
school children. But the Democratic Congress, 
which _talks about busing as a "last resort," 
has failed to act. 

· 

· (3) I have prop::>sed a major overhaul ··of 
criminal laws to crack down on crime and 
illegal drugs. But the Democratic Congress 
has failed to act. 

(4). I have proposed an Energy Independence 
Authority to ensure this nation will never again 
hurt by an oil boycott. But the Democ�tic 
Congress has failed to act. 
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(c) If there has been any strain in the relations 
between t.he Congress and the White House, I 
think it is clear that my actions have been 
de'signed to protect the average American tax­
payer� not the Congressional special interest�. 

(2) . Improved Relations Next Term - I assumed the 
presidency under unusual circumstances; I have 
not had the respect from Congress that a mandate 
from·the people would give me.· With that electoral 
mandate, I would have greater leverage in dealing 
with Congress and could get more of my programs 
enacted. 

(3) Democratic President/ Democratic Congress. - A 

Democratic president combined with a Democratic 
Congress, both committed to·such multi billion. 
dollar programs as the Humphrey-Hawkins and national 
health insurance, would bankrupt the Treasury. They 
would spend money· with total abandon; there would 
be no check on each other. With the Democratic 
Congress so committed to big spending programs, 
the only check the American people have is a presi­
dent willing to exercise the veto. Carter would 
not be such ·a president. 

,.. 
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RELATIONS WITH CONGRESS 

Suggested Carter Response 

a. Mr. Ford's response is essentially that there is a 

stalemate between his Administration and Congress and 

that it is all the fault of the big-spending Congress. 

I have not been a member of Congress and do not think 

I am in a position to defend its actions on every one 

of the thousands of bills considered during the last 

two years. But in my view, Pennsylvania Avenue is a 

two-way street: a President doesn't lead by vetoing; 

he leads by sending up reasonable proposals and working 

with Congress before it passes a bill. And I think 

there has been too little of that type of �eadership. 

We cannot afford 4 more years of stalemate with the 

urgent problems which face us. 

b. If there had been leadership, Mr. Ford would not have 

had to veto 56 bills and have 10 of them overriden 

a higher percentage than any President in over a 

century .and 5 times as rtt'-lny as President Eisenhower 

(who .also worked with a Democratic Congress). 

And·by the way, those S6 vetoes did not really save 

$13 billion; many of'the vetoes involved bills having 

nothing to do with money, such as the veto of the 

Freedom of Information Act Amendment.· The actual 
f 

·figure is les� tht&n �-1-billion, though -that savings 

was at the expense of hundreds of thousands of jobs. 
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c. If there had been leadership, Congress would not have. 

rejected nearly 3/4 of all of Mr. Ford's legislative 

proposals. The fact that no action was taken on the 

pr6pos·als cited by Mr. Ford is, in my view, a compli- · 

ment to Congre·ss, not a criticism. His limit on busing 

is viewed by everyone outside of his Administration as 

unconstitutional; his concern with the criminal laws 

would make us believe if only we had more laws, we 

would have less crime what we need is better en-
,. 

forcement of present laws; and his energy authority is 

a $100 billion boondoggle that would let the oil com-

panies continue to control our energy supply. 

d. I have been a chief executive before; I dea1t with a 

legislature before; I know the importance of working 

with them not against them • .  

(2) Improved Relations Next Term 

a. The .next Congress is likely to be as Democratic in 

make-up as the present one; there is no real reason 

to believe the new· Congress will react to Mr. Ford 

any differently. 

bo Mr. Ford•s problems with Congress stem from his 

Republican, Big Business policies, not from the way 

he. got into office. Since he is not going to change 

those policies, there is no reason to believe his�re-

lati.ons .with Congress .will improve. 
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(3) Democratic President/Democratic Congress 

a. The argument that a Democratic President cannot control 

a Democrat·ic Congress is one that Republican Presidential 

candidates always make. It was made by Mr. Nixon in the 

last Presidential debates. 

b. The facts; however, don't support the claim. Under the 

Kennedy-Johnson Administration, for instance, inflation 

w�s only 2.2%, considerably less than the 7% of the 

present Republican Administration. Budgets did not get 

out of control then as they have now with Republicans 

in the White House. Congress did not go out of control, 

even though Kennedy and Johnson were as committed to 
l' 

Democratic principles as the Congress. The reason is 

a Democratic President is the leader of his· party; he 

can work with a Democratic Congress, not against it. 

c. The charge that if I am elected, the Democratic Congress 

will go out of control is as without foundation as it 

was in 1960. The Democratic Platform specifically says 

in the beginning that programs like national health in-

surance are to be phased in over a period of years as 

revenues permit. So nothing will be enacted which can­

not be afforded. And the record high deficits of 

President Ford will not continue; a balanced budget 

will be in place by the end of my first term our 
� 
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par.ty is committed to that and I'm as committed to 

that as anything else I seek to accomplish. 

As Governor, I blocked irresponsible, special interes·t 

legislation. If el·ected as President, I would not 

hesitate to do so. 

, .  
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5 .  Stand on the Emotional Issues 

.. 

. {a) Basic busing question You have frequently stated 
your opposition to court-ordered busing of school children 
for desegregation purposes, and you have proposed as a 
solution a bill to limit such busing to a 5 year period. 
What is the reason for your opposition to busing, why 
do you think a 5 year limitation will cure the problem, 
and why have you not gone the further �tep by supporting 
a constitutional amendment to prohibit forced busing? 

(b) Basic Ford Busing Response : 

{1) Opposition to Busing - I have long been opposed to 
court-ordered busing. I do not believe that in 
most cases when busing is ordered other methods of 
desegregation have been fully considered by the 
court. I think judges have ordered busing in cases 
when that method of desegregation wen� far beyond 
cons ti.tutional requirements. 

{2) 5 Year Limitation - My propo�al to limit busing_to 
a 5 year period would reduce the amount of busing 
and, just as importantly,would encourage judges to 
seek an alternative, less destructive means of 
desegregation. They will not be so eager to order 
busing if they knew it won't ·last veryfl.ong. The 
Attorney General has informed me that this type of 
legislation is clearly constitutional. 

{3) Constitutional Amendment. I have not supported a 
const�tutional amendment to ban busing because my 
own 5 year limitation proposal would do the job 
of restricting busing and it could do so immediately 
after Congress passes the bill. But so far the 
Democratic Congress has failed to act. A 

constitutional amendment wou�d take years to 
implement and would not cure the problem as soon 
as my proposal. 

(c) Basic abortion question: 

There has been some uncertainty about your position 
on abortion: As a Congressman, you supported a 
return-to-the-states amendment and as president 
you announced last year support for the same type 
of amendment� .yet recently you stated your pos�tion 
was the same as the Republican platform, which calls 
for support of a constitutional amendment totally . 
banning abortion. What is your position on a con­
stitutional amendment and why did you think aportion 
should be a major issue in a presidential campaign? 

..... �-·� .... .......... ···- .. =. =,.,. ___ ,--:.-:::: .... ::-..... � .. ::-:-:-... = .. ,--"":""""'=;. ::::= .. = . .  -� �-..,., 



C
''·. 

' 

(d) Basic Ford abortion response: 

(e) 

I am opposed to abortion ?nd, unlike my opponent, I 
am willing to· support .·a constitutional amendment to 
do something about it. That has long been.my position. 
I have not changed it. from state to ·state. The 
constitutional amendment I would support will return 
the question to·-..the states, so that each state can 
decide about how abortion should be handled. I 
hope that each state would vote to ban abortions;-
but each state should have the opportunity to make 

.its own decision. Such an amendment is consistent 
with the Republican platform, because the return�to 
the-states amendment would have the effect of banning 
abortion. Abortion is clearly a major concern of 
many Americans, and it should therefore be a major 
campaign issue. 

Basic Amnesty question: 

You have criticized Carter's proposal to grant amnesty 
to draft dodgers and pardons · to deserters. Yet at 
the beginning of your administration, you also stated 
that it was. time to get the amnesty issue behind 
us and proposed a program which had the effect of 
granting amnesty to dodgers and deserters. How did 
your program differ from Carter's and do you plan 
to do anything beyond your program (wh!ch has ended)? 

(f) Basic Ford Amnesty Response: 

There is a great difference between my clemency 
program and Carter's amnesty .proposal. I proposed 
my program because of my compassion for those whose 
military and draft ·records were scarred by opposition 
to the war. However, I did not think that those 
who refused to serve or who deserted should be 
allowed to re-enter society on the same oasis as 
those who did serve honorably. My pr0gram called 
for "earned re-entry" :Those who participated 
in my clemency program either had to perform 
alternative service for severa.l years or spend 
time in prison. Under Carter's proposal, deserters 
and draft dodgers would be allowed back into society 
without any sanctions; that is unfair to those who 
served or whose sons were killed. I have no plan 
to go beyond my clemency program. I·made it avail­
able for 1 year and those who refused to take 
advantage of it should not be given another chance • . 

). 

(e) Basic Marijuana Question: In light of the fact that 
so many Americans are using marijuana, includ%ng 
at one time your son Jack, why do you oppose easing 

.the penalties for marijuana use? 

·;:.=:-::::: =::;::-, :::::: ..... 7-,· �...,.,-,.,==-·-·- ... :-. -----�= =---��--- ----·-·--·· --------·-· . -- ··---. �-,-·--- __________ ............... .. 
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(f) Basic Ford marijuana answer: 

I oppose the decriminalization of mar�Juana. I 

believe the dangers of marijuana have not been fully 
studied; until they have been, I think it would be 
dangerous to encourage its use, which decriminali­
zation would do. Carter supports decriminalization, 
and I think that is an irresponsible position: it 
will encourage marijuana use and harm the health 
of those who use it. 
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EMOTIONAL ISSUES 

Suggested Carter R�sponse on Busing 

(1) Mr. Ford is not the only candidate who dislikes forced 

busing. I dislike it. And the families affected by it 

dislik.e it. 

(2) But those who use it as a political football do a 

disservice to the nation, and ._to the families affected. 

It was detrimental to at first suggest intervention in 

the Boston school case. before the Supreme Court and 

then to refuse to do so. 

a. School districts need to bring blacks and whites 

together, as was done in Atlanta, to work out agreed 

alternatives to busing. 

b. This is in contrast to Mr.· Ford's position. His 

party's platform cal·ls for a constitutional amendment 

to end busing if legislation of the sort he has pro­

posed is not adopted. I don't now think a consti-
. . 

tutional amendment, which would not be ratified by 

3/4 of the states, is a helpful approach. I also do 

not think Mr. Ford's proposed time limit on busing 

is helpful. First, because it seems clearly un-

constitutional and, second, because the problem that 

led to t�e need to bus may not have ended in 3· or 5 

years; desegregation orders have to be tailored to 

each locality and not controlled by federal stand!rds. · 

----- ··----- ----
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c. Busing is a national problem; bu� I do not think it 

is solved by raising hopes that can neve� be met. 

Mr. Ford's solu-tion will never be passed; a con-

stitutional amendment will never1be ratified . 

. . 

/ 
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Sugges·ted Car·ter Response on Abortion 

(1) I think· my difference with Mr. Ford on abortion is 

well known: Although, like Mr. Ford, I am personally 

opposed to abortion, I do not favor a constitutional 

amendment to overturn the Supreme Court's decision. 

However, I do recognize the right of those who wish . 

to amend the Constitution to do so. I cannot support 

such an amendment for several reasons: 

a� . I . do not believe that I should impose my own beliefs 

on moral and religious matters on anyone else; sup-

porting a Constitutional amendment would be imposing 

my/distaste for abortion on others. 
/ 

b. A.Constitutional amendment would be an attempt to 

turn the clock back on an activity that has become 

too widespread to stop by a change in the law; the 

experience with the Prohibition amendment shows that 

all too well. 

c •. Energy spent t�ying to pass and ratify a Constitutional 

amendment could be better spent on family planning, 

improved adoption procedures, and other m�thods to 

avoid the need for abortions; an amendment would focus 

our attention down the wrong road. 

f 
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d. Working toward a Constitutional amendment would do 

nothing to solve the abortion problem: Constitutional 

amendments can take 7 years to ratify if they can be 

first passed by 2/3 of �ongress; it is clear that 

there is far too little support in Con�ress for an 

amendment to even get off the ground, let alone be. 

ratified by 38 state�. 

(2) I think Mr. Ford recognizes the merits of the reasons I 
.. 

have just stated. I.think that is why for two years as 

President he has done not.hing to start the Constitutional 

amendment.process going. For the Administration to now 

appear as a proponent of a Constitutiona!" amendment is 
� 

positively dismaying. I do not think it does much for. 

the widely-held cynicism about the motivations of po­

litical leaders. 



C
., 

·.-:. 
; 

' . 

0 

-26-

Suggested Carter Response on Amnesty 

(1) I don't think Mr. Ford's clemency program, though well 

motivated, did the job of healing, to the extent now 

possible, the wounds of the Vietnam War. Only 20% of 

those eligible for the program participated� the other 

80% that Mr. Ford originally expressed his concern about 

still have Selective Service or military problems. While 

that 80% may have been wrong in what they did, a stone-
. ' ' 

wall policy several years after the war has ended helps 

no.one but continues to harm thousands. 

(2) My solution, which is consistent with the American 

tradition of forgiveness after its wars, would be to 
� 

grant a pardon but not amnesty to those with Selectiv.e 

Service problems, but to have· only a. case by case review 

of ·those who deserted the military, with the possibility 

of a pardon for them. 



, 

0-

-27-. 

Suggested Carter Response on Marijuana 

(1) I am personally opposed to its use and would not want 

to do anything to encourage its use. 

(2) However, I part company with Mr. Ford over what role 

the government should play in controlling marijuana-

use. He warits to continue criminal sanctions for use 

and to subject all users to possible imprisonment. I 

do-n't think that position is realistic any longer. Tens 

of millions of Americans have used marijuana during the 

past decade;·millions are still using it. To put them 

in jail, as Mr. Ford seems to want by supporting criminal. 

penalties, serves no useful social purpose; it breeds 
f 

·further disrespect for our laws; it c_osts our state and 

local governments millions in police and court costs; 

and it detracts from our effort to stop hard drug usaqe. 

(3) I would favor an approach of civil penalties as a de-

terrent, that would not encourage marijuana use but would 

also allow the police and. the courts to concentrate on 

drug pushers and importers: I think the decriminalization 

of marijuana possession involving no more than one ounce 

achieves that end. That type of decriminalization has 

been adopted oy six states and worked successfully. there. 

(4) Oecriminalizatlon is, however, a matter for each state to 

decide. The federal government plays no_ role in a s4f:ate's 

decision about this. 
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6. Congressional voting record vs. present positions and 
obligations. 

(a) Basic Question 

As a Congressman you voted against so many programs 
which, as President, you are now in charge of adminis­
tering. These include your votes against the Medicare 
and food Stamp programs and your recommital votes· on 
several major civil rights bills. Do you think any 
of those votes were wrong, and if not how can you 
assure those affected by the acts that you are con­
cerned with their interests? 

(b) Basic Ford Response 

(1) My constitutional obligation is to uphold 
the laws of the United States; I swore to 
that oath two years ago and have faithfully 
obeyed it to the best of my abilities. The 
fact that.I may not have favored a law while a 
Congressman has no bearing on whether a law 
is enforced to its fullest. All lar,..s are enforced 
regardless of what my voting record in Congress 
might have been. 

(2) Very often a quick recital of a voting record 
can be misleading; and I think the votes cited 
are a perfect example of that: 

(a) I had long been a supporter of a health 
care program for the elderly and in· several 
Congresses had introduced bills to bring about 
such a program. The particular program that 
passed, Medicare, was not in my view the 
�undest health care program that had been 
proposed because its features ensured that 
health costs would skyrocket·- and it is clear 
that they have. I have tried recently to 
lower health costs for the elderly by proposing 
a "catastrophic" health insurance program for 
those on Medicare. But the Democratic Congress 
has failed to ac·t. 

(b) My vote on the Food· Stamp program was due 
to my belief that the loose eligibility rules 
made it certain that people not deserving of 
Food Stamps would be getting them, at the annual 
cost of billions of dollars to the taxpayers. 
Again, I think the record has shown my judgment 
to be righ�, and again I have attempted � 
correct the eligibility problem. I have done 
that by proposing to increase benefits for those 
families and individuals today needing them and 
to cut-off benefits for those above the poverty 
line. Unfortunatley, Congress has failed to act. 
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(c) My I:f",curd on civil rights was one of com­
plete support for the bills passed. I voted for 
the '57, '64; '66 Civil Rights Acts. I voted 
for the Voting Rights Act in '65 
and for its extension in '70. I may have voted 
for amendments to those bills which failed or 
against ·amendments which passed, but I still 
voted for everyone of those Acts. And I think 
my civil rights record since becoming President 
indicates that my Congressional votes reflected 
my concern for the rights of all Americans. I 
proposed a broadened extension of the Voting 
Rights Act; I have increased funding for the 
Civil Rights Commission; I have expanded the 
.Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department; 
and I have appointed numerous blacks to impor­
tant federal positions, including the second 
black in American history to a cabinet position -
Bill Coleman at Transportation. 

t' 
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CONGRESSIONAL VOTING RECORD 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I do not find Mr. Ford's effort to justify his voting 

record at all persuasive. The fact is that for 25 

years he followed the traditional Republican position 

of opposing every major piece of legislation concerning 

human needs: . 

(a) He fought and voted against Medicare, which has 

been the greatest single benefit.to our elderly 

since Franklin Roosevelt's proposal for a Social 

·Security system. 

(b) He fought and voted against Food Stamps, which 

have benefited the poor as well as the farmers. 

(c) He fought and voted against raising the mirt.i.muln. 

wage 7 times over the span of his Congressional career. 

(d) And the list goes on: he voted against mine safety, 

against black lung protection, �gainst rat eradication, 

and against virtually all Federal housing programs. 

·(2) This record of negativism and blind opposition has con­

tinued "in the White House: 

(a) Mr. Ford has continued his resistance to Medicare 

by trying, as part of his catastrophic health insurance 

proposal., to greatly raise costs of hospitall.zat·ion 

and medical care. 



0 

-31-

(b) Mr. Ford has continued his resistance to Food 

Stamps .by proposing to greatly increase costs 

of the program in order to eliminate those eligible, 

which include 3.5 million elderly citizens� 

(c) Mr. Ford has continued his opposition to improved 

housing by vetoing a bill which would have reduced'the 

interest rate on mortgages for new homes and would 

have provided young families with assistance in 

purchasing new homes. 

·(3) I think it is clear from this record that Mr. Ford 

was not levelling with th� American public when he took 

office and said that his 25 year voting record reflected 

his: constituency. That Congressional voting record 
t' 

represented Mr. Ford more than anything else. Its 

opposition to any .social and economic improvements. is 

not one that would make me proud; and it is not one that 

I would want to continue for another 4·years. But that 

is what Mr • .  Ford wants; ·and that negativism alone is 

reason why he should not be el�cted to his own term. 
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7. Record in Social Service Issues 

{a) Basic Question 

Not long ago you stated that there were issues you 
intended to campaign on, includina the followina 
domestic issues: housing, education, health care, 
and the elderly. Your record on those issues 

. seems to many to be one of vetoes, impoundments, and bud�et-cu�ting. What do you think you have accompl�shed �n those areas that merits your 
election to a full term? 

{b) Basic Ford Response 

I think the record is clear that in all of these 
areas I have sought improvements, better managed 
programs, programs that provide more for the 
taxpayers' dollar, but have opposed the Democratic 
Congress attempts to-increase spending and to 
create unnecessary new federal programs: 

(1) Housing 

t have worked hard to improve the quality of 
housing available to low and moderate :itncoine· 
families; I have reduced the waste and great 
expnse of the past on construction and maintenance 
of large federal housing projects and replaced that 
with ·a program of providing rent supplements for 
lower income families. 

I have used the Housing and Conununity Development 
Act of 1974 to allow lower-income families to pick 
their own ho.using and to then provide them ¥Ti th 
rent subsidies: over 400, 000 families are now 
being assisted .• 

My horne purchase policy has been to make mortgage· 
credit more rea.d:il.y avaiJable to the average ·family; · 

I signed the Emergency Horne Purchase Act of 1974, which 
extended federal mortgage insurance to conventional 
mortgages; I signed the Emergency Housing Act of 
1975, which provided emergency mortgage foreclosure 
relief; and I signed the Tax Reduction Act of 1975, 
which provided a $2, 000 tax rebate for purchase of 
new homes in 1975. 

{2) Education 

I-have sought to return the responsibility anc! 
initiative for educational decision-making 
mthe local level and to eliminate the the federal 
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intrusion; to do that I proposed the Financial 
Assistance for Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, which would provide direct federal grants 
to facilities instead of forcing them to get needed 
money through HEW. Bu_t C-ongress has failed to act. 

I have asked Congress to increas·e funding for the 
National Institute of education by 28%, in order to 
further educational research · 

I have supported the concept that financial ·restraints 
should not be a barrier to higher education and 
have sought to ensure sufficient aid is available for 
college students by seeking the full funding of the 
Basic Education Opportunity Grants program. Needy 
students are now ensured of up to $1400 a year 
to meet these costs. 

I have attempted to ease the tension in many 
cities and school districts by placing restrictions 
on forced-busing. I pr6posed a limit of 5 y�ars 
for such busing, but Congress has failed to act. 

(3) Health Care 

From the start of my Administration, I l' have been 
committed to the goal of insuring that .every American 
has access to·quality health care. 

I have proposed a catastrophic health insurance 
program to protect those on Medicare against.the 
devastating impact of a serious illness. But 
Congress has failed to act. 

I have proposed reforms ·in the Medicare program 
to hold down the inflatonary surge in health costs. 
But Congress has taken no action. 

I have proposed that 16 federal health programs be 
conso]idated into a single $10 billion dollar block 
grant to the states; the total aid to states under 
this program would increase and each state would 
have far more independence in deciding what needs 
ought to be met. Again, Congress has taken no action. 

I initiated a program of unprecedented scope to 
immunize ·all Americ.ans against a possible outbreak 
of swine flu. Although the prograin hit some snags 
initially, I kept the impetus behind the .program going 
and it is now certain that every American can be 
immunized - at no cost - against swine flu. �-
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(4) Elderly 

Throughout my Administration, I have sought to 
ensure the income and health security of all older 
Americans • 

. In my '76 State of "the Union address, I. proposed 
that. Social Security benefits be expanded by the full 
cost-of-living increase. That became effective 
this year as a result of my initiative. 

I have proposed reforms to protect the integrity 
of the Social Security TRust. Fund,, but Congress 
has failed to take any action yet to ensure that 
funds will always be available to meet promised 
benefits. 

I have proposed a catastrophic health insurance 
program for those on Medicare, but Congress has 
ignored my program and done nothing about the soaring 
costs of health care for the elderly. 

I have signed amendments to the Older Americans 
Act, which will enable comprehensive services 
and meals to be . delivered to the elde·rly at the 
community level. 

(_S) Welfare 

In my last State of the Union Address, I called 
upon Congress for cooperation· in cleaning up the 
nation's welfare mess. But so far, Congress has 
been content to do nothing: 

Congress has failed to act on a variety of my 
proposals to improve the administration and ef­
fectiveness of welfare programs. 

Congress has failed to act on my proposed reforms 
of the food stamp program. 

The Democratic Congress talks about welfare reform� 
its actions indicate ·that 1t is only talk. 
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SUGGESTED CARTER RESPONSE ON RECORD ON SOCIAL SERVICE ISSUES 
(HOUSING, ELDERLY, HEALTH CARE, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE) 

(1) Housing . .  B:y any objective evaluation, one of the 

biggest disasters .of the Republican administration has been 

in housing. Scandals in the Department of Housing an.d · Urban 

Development have rocked the country. We are building this 

year and last under Mr. Ford only half the number of houses 

necessary. to meet the goals of the 1968 housing act. Housing 

is in a state of complete depression and some 20% of the con-

struction workerscin this country are out of work. 

Since 1968 the median price of a single family dwelling has · 

doubled, mortgage rates have skyrocketec:i, and the average monthly 

(_'), 
payment on a median-priced house has gone up 200% � New homes 

are now out of the .economic range of almost three-quart'ers of 

the American people. The number of housing starts declined last 

year to the lowest level since the 1940s, ·and only within the. 

last month housing starts were down 9.2%. 

High Housing·and Urban Development officials under the. 

:Republican.administration have had no housing experience. soo 

HUD officials have already been indicted aud over 2o·o convicted 

of corruption and bribery in administering this. program. 

To compound matters, at a time when the housing industry 

was in a state of depression, President Ford v�toed legislation 

which would have reduced by one full percentage point the effective 

mortage payments that a fami·ly would have to pay for new housing • 

. .  - .. �--- ·-.·c-. ·�·-.--�· · . . .... , __ . --- ............. � ___ . ........ ----·,---• . ···--- ________ ... . . .. _, .. . � ... · . .... - .... --.. ---. ---- ---.. ·-····· 
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I am strongly in favor of a program to reduce interest 

rates on housing, as well as programs to rehabilitate existing 

housing and to strengthen our Section 202 housing programs for · 

the elderly. I will introdtice legisl�tion to provide insurance 

for graduated payment of mortgages so that young families can 

·purchase homes with relatively low monthly payments initially 

and defer additional costs until their income increases. As 

indicated I will work for legislation which provides mortgage 

interest subsidies on loan rates over 6%, along the lines of 

the legislation vetoed by Mr. Ford last year. This program, 

which is geared to middle income families, would be used principally 

in areas of housirig shortages and high unemployment. 

(2) Education. · We have seen a continual decline in performance 

scores by our youth over the last few·years. Unfortun�ely, 

the response of the Republican administration to these results 

has been a decline in the federal share of education costs, 

thereby thrusting a greater burden on the local property t_axpayer. 

In addition, the Republican response has been to veto education 

. authorizations and appropriations bills such as the Veterans 

Educational Benefits Act·and to impound lawfully authorized funds 

for various educational programs. 

We. have also s�en a Republican administration that has made. 

no efforts to provide substantial feder�l assistance to parochial 

schools, which many Americans take a justifiable pride in and 

which shoulder a great load that the public school system could 
� 

not otherwise bear.· 
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No effort has been made during the last eight years to 

assist schoo1s in pr�paring students for finding a career. 

Every year at least 1 million yo.ung people drop o
.
ut of high 

school before graduating, often without sufficient job skills. 

Much of the problem in the educational sphere is attributable 

to the poor management and duplication of functions within the 

federal education bureaucracy. Fbr example, the National School 

Lunch program as administered by this administration has cost 

the American taxpayer one-quarter million dollars in waste in 

New York City alone. And for vocational education there are 

three different federal bureaus instead of one which would 

coordinate the programs more efficiently and probably at less 

cost. 

(3) Health Care. As shown by Mr. Ford's oppositidn to 

Medicare as a Congressman, this Republican administration has 

·shown little interest in improving the quality of health care 

in this country. 25% of all funds legally
-

appropriated by 

Congress and impounded by this administration have been in 

the health care area. 

No real efforts have been made to institute tight cost 

controls on programs such as Medicaid and Medicare. 

The Republican administration has cut back on immunization 

programs for children. This administration itself has proposed 

a 50% decrease in immunizations of more children. Excess surgery 

costs our health car.e system over $3 billion per year. Nothing 

c=J again has been.done to get a handle on this. Medicaid expendftures 

·I 



-38-

have grown to 10 times their original level of 10 years ago, 

while waste in the program is losing 3 to 5 billion dollars per 

year. 

Our country's health expenditures have jump�d 250% during 

the eight Republican years. Now the average person spends some 

$600 for health care that gives him inadequate protection. The 

average working person works one month each year just to pay 

for he�lth care. 

Only 7% of our federal health dollars is being spent on 

preventive services, while 1.2 million Americans are dying each 

year of card·io-v�scular ·malfunctions, many of whom could be 

saved by rudimentary research in life-sustaining processes. 

We need an administration that will move boldly on controlling 

fraud in the Medicaid system and which will develop stnbng cost 

control mechanisms and which will institute prospective rate­

m�king for hospital charges under our federal programs and which 

will reduce our current emphasis .on hospitalization which eats 

up 40¢ o·ut of every health dollar, and stresses more effective 

preventive care. 

Moreover, we will consolidate the manag�ment of health care 

programs, now spread out over 11 major federal agencies, ·so that 

our federal government is not working at cross purposes in the 

health care area. 

(4) Elderly. The Republican record on the elderly is shameful. 

My Republican opponent as Congressman voted against Medicare and 

as President he proposed an a.rbitrary .limit on the guaranteed 
. 

f 
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('· 
cost of living increases for S.ocial Security recipients. He 

now proposes an increase effective January 1, 1977 in the 

Social Security tax. 

The Republican-administration has refused to enforce 

the Age Discrimination in Employment Act and has failed to 

support both the Community Services Emp.loyment for Older 

Americans Act and a bill for housing for the elderly. The 

Administration has also failed to exempt the elderly from 

restrictivefood stamp eligibility rules. 
older 

Yet today there are 3.3 million/Americans living in 

poverty. 

It is time.that some centralized direction be given over 

frograms for the elderly. t will establish a Counsellor on 

c-.�,. Aging in the· Office of the President, will seek. to revitalize 
. . , 

the Section 202 housing program for the elderly, and will propose 

subsidies for low cost public transportation for the elderly. 

I will also act to stabilize the Social Security program, 

by reforming and stabilizing the replacement ratio so that future 

workers will be able to receive the same proportion of their wages 

as. retired workers receive today, and will seek to raise the wage 

base rather than the tax rate to strengthen the Social Security 

system and bring more equity to it. 

(5) Welfare Reform. Although Mr. Ford as Congressman voted 

for the guaranteed income plan proposed by Mr. Nixon, he has 

made no effort to clean up the incredible welfare mess. We 
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have scandals and frauds rampant in our system. We have 1.3 

million people on welfare who are able to w·ork yet continue 

to receive welfare payments. We have a system which is demeaning 

to recipients and costly to �axpayers. We have a system which -

encourages family breakdowns through the father in the house rule. 

It is time to make a major effort t6 reform our welfare 

system. To take people off of welfare and put them back to 

work, to end the state-by-state variations in the welfare payments 

for those who .ca:t?-not work, and to provide incentives for the 

working poor so that it is never more popular to be on welfare 
. 

( 

than to work and so that they are encouraged to continue in 

thei�r jobs • .  

We should not tolerate the welfare system and thet\velfare 
/ 

mess which we have. Yet that is precisely what the Republicans 

have done for the last eight years. 

\ 
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8. Energy 

(a) Basic Question 

(b) 

Your basic approach to the energy problem has been 
to develop policies which will assure by 198'5 America's 
energy independence. One of the major policies you 
have developed toward the goal is the decontrol of all 
new natural gas and all domestic oil. Since the effect 
of those policies would be to increase greatly the 
consumer price for gas and oil, do .you think the average 
family· can afford your policies and do you think energy 
independence is a realistic and necessary goal? 

Basic Ford Response 

(1) To begin with, costs would not rise greatly under 
my energy independence program. At the most, -an addi­
tional penny or two would be paid for gasoline at the 
start. However, as increased emphasis and funding is 
provided toward more efficient use of energy resources 
at home and as alternative energy sources are developed, 
·gasoline and oil prices would decline. But even more 
importantly, Americans will never again be held hostage.s 
for an Arab oil embargo; the long lines, outrageous 
prices, and often the complete unavailability of gasoline 

. will never again be a fear f<?r Americans. 

( 2) . Real progress· toward energy independerice has been 
made during my two years in office; while we are still 
dependent on foreign oil, without the steps I have taken 
that dependence·would be even greater. Among those 
steps have been six major energy proposals passed by 
Congress, including bills to allow production of oil 
and gas from government-owned petroleum reserves, to. 
establish strategic petroleum reserves to help if 
another embargo is imposed, and to require auto and 
appliance manufacturers to inform consumers of the energy 
efficiency of thei_r products.. 

· · 

(3) However, much more needs to be done, bht the 
Democratic Congress whose energy policies are·embodied 

.in the· Democratic Platform embraced.by my opponent, has 
refused to take action. I have six other major proposals 
caught in the Congressional logjam - proposals that 
would increase the nation's ability to produce e.fficient · 

.and s�fe nuclear energy, to use our nation's abundant 
coal supplies, to conserve energy by providing homeowners 
with tax credits fo� energy-saving home improvements, 
and to assist in the private financing of new energy · 
facilities .. What has the Democratic Congress done about 
these proposals? ··Nothing. It seems more concerned 
about artif�cial price .levels than it does about the 
availability of energy. If the Congress fails.to act 

·$Con; there will be no energy resources left at any price 

level. 
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ENERGY 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) President Ford alleges that the price of gasoline 

rises only a penny or two per gallon under his oil and gas 

decontrol program. What he neglects to tell us is that the 

price of· all our energy, and therefore all of our consumer 

products, goods, and services would increase dramatically. 

The price of oil and gas will rise to whatever level OPEC 

thinks best, tying the entire·u.s. economy to the whims of 

foreign nations. It is estimated by ·the Joint Economic 

Committee that a decontrol program for oil and gas would 
,--

have cost $32 billion, or almost $600 per family of four in 
. 

I 

1975. This increase reflects only the increase in direct 

energy costs--gasoline� heating oil, electricity, and the 
t' 

extra costs associated to produce consumer products. If 

the ripple effect or multiplier effect were taken into account, 

this increase .could be· as high as $900 per family. 

(2) The so-called energy program which the President 

sent to Congress is unworkable. This country can ill afford 

his $100 billion welfare program·to bail out large energy 

corporations. The conservation programs which he proposed 

.do little more than urge us to turn out the lights. He 

opposed mandatory fuel efficiency standards �or automobiles, 

relying instead on a "voluntary" agreement which he and hi.s 
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Cabinet members negotiated in the board rooms of the large 

auto makers. He opposed efficiency standards for appliances 

and consUmer products, again preferring a voluntary approach. 

The President has failed to follow through on major conservation 

such as revision of the electric rate structure, incentives for 

retrofit of houses and office buildings to provide better use 

of energy, and has failed to take any effective steps to 

require utilities which now burn oil or gas to switch to coal. 

The Federal Housing Administration has no guidelines for use 

of so.lar energy in· homes and the President has proposed no programs 

to provide �ncentives to make use of presently available solar 

technology. 

(3} President Ford has emphasized development of expensive, 
(' 

·capital intensive nuclear technology at the expense of other 

resources. We have poured billions into the liquid metal fast 

breeder reactor which may turn out to be this country's most 

expensive.white elephant. His administration has not pressed 

for a solution to the problem of handling radioactive wastes, 

nor has he acted to stem the tide.of proliferation of nuclear 

power and weapons throughout the world. 

(4} A� President, I will get this country back on track 

toward development of a workable energy policy which the 
. ' 

American people can afford. Conservation which goes beyond 
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just urgirig people to turn out the lights must be a mainstay 

of our energy policy. We must make an all out effort to shift 

� to coal as a primary source of electricity, pressing for per­

fecting the technology to mine and burn coal safely and cleanly. 

I w�ll deemphasize our reliance on nuclear power, freeing the· 

billions now devoted to this source for.investments in solar 

energy, conservation, development of mass transit, and a clean 

coal policy. I will act to reduce our -dependence on foreign 

oil through development of our strategic reserves and Use of all 

the economic tools at our disposal to keep OPEC responsible. 
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9. Environment 

( a) Basic Question 

- 4 5 -

Although you have frequently spoken about the need for 
cleaning up the nation's environment, you have. also 
supported legislation to substantially weaken existing 
air and water pollution standards, and have been widely 
criticized by environmental groups for that support. 
How can you squar� your expressed commitment to the 
environment with your attempted legislative actions? 

( b) Basic Ford Response 

(1) The strength of my commitment to a clean environment 
is right on the public record: 

(a ) As a Congressman, I strongly supported and 
helped to enact the two major pieces of 
environmental legislation - the Clecn Air Act 
and the Federal Water Pollution Con rol Act; 
and I was involved with the. creation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

(b ) As President, I have taken a number· of steps 
to ensure a clean environment: 

supported the ena�tment of a toxic substance bill 

signed the Safe Drinking Water P!t:t to enhance 
the safety of public drinking water supplies 
through the establishment and enforcement of 
national drinking water standards. 

sought a 60% increase in funding for waste-
water treatment plant grants. 

· 

proposed the doubling of the national park 
and wildlife refuge systems, along with 
increased park personnel. 

(2) My commitment to a clean environment is not, however, 
one which is blind to the needs of a dynamic, growing 
economy. There must be a reasonable balance between 
the need for a clean environment and the need for a 
strong economy. Without that balance, jobs will be 
lost, and the economy will stop·its recovery. 

· ( 3 ) My concern to keep the economy going - at the same 
time that a clean environment is pursued - is the reason 

·why I support amendments to the Clean Air Act which will 
·allow plants and factories to keep go�ng while they 

seek to meet the Act's standards. . Without those amend� 
ments, tens of thousands of workers will lose the�r 
jobs in the near future as their plants are forced to 
shut. I do not think the ·American people want no­
compromise environmental standards; that is why I have 
sought a compromise and sought to keep plants open. 
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(4) I find it unfortunate that so many Democrats 
in Congress and Mr. Carter oppo$e any compromise on 
environmental standards, even though a no-compromise 
position means lost jobs. They are continuously 
talking about the need for jobs: but they seem more 
interested in spending billiomfor public works jobs 
and totally uninterested in working to _save the jobs 
of the hard working menand women who already have them • 

(c) Additional.Environmental Question 

(d) 

You have
· 

recently proposed a ten year, $1.5 billion 
program to·double the size of· the nation's park and 
wildlife areas and to rehabilitate existing park and 
wildlife areas.. In light of the fact that this pro­
posal reversed your Administration's two year opposition 
to increased funding for national parks and wildlife 
areas, and it was shortly after you named recreation 
as a major campaign issue, how do you respond to the 
charge that your actions were motivated solely by 
political considerations? 

• 

Additional Ford Environment Answer 

(1) When I came into office the economy was heading 
into a recession. During the recession that followed, 
economic and environmental goals. had to be balanced. As 

·a result, the type of parks and wildlife proposal I 
just made could not be afforded. t' 

(2) However, for the past two year I did show my 
deep concern for those areas. - I proposed to add 60 
million acres to the wildlife system; I signed a 
bill to add 400 park rangers in 1976, _and I requested 
full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

· (3) Now that the economy is headed to prospe�ity, we 
can afford the improved park and wildlife system I 
proposed. 
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ENVIRONC1ENT 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I reject President Ford's contention that there 

must be a conflict between protection of-our environment and 
. . c 

a healthy rate of economic growth. Over one million new 

jobs have been created by existing programs for the protection 

of air and water quality, including 200,000 to 300,000 in the 

hard hit construction industry. Biologists,· chemists, and 

toxicologists who were out of work five years ago are now 

working to evaluate the effects of pesticides, water pollutants 

and toxic chemicals. A $1.7 billion pollution control equipment 

industry -- which did not exist 5 years ago -- has emerged and 

is growing fast. 

(2) President Ford has failed to provide the-lecldership 

and the vision needed to realize both our economic and our 

environmental goals. His two vetoes of federal strip mining 

legis�ation have prolonged both the destruction of the envirorunctlt 

by abusive surface mining and the. climate of uncertainty surrounding 

coal production. With respqnsible strip mining legislation and 

enforcement of deep mine heal-th and safety laws we can begin 

to put coal miners back to work. 

(3) The President by his opposition to a strong toxic 

substances· control bill has stymied efforts to enact requirements 

that the chemic�ls we use in industrial proqesses and consumer 
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products be evaluated prior to their ·introduction onto the 

market. The failure to test these chemicals has cost workers 

their health and has put fishermen, dairy farmers and others 

who depend on a clean, healthy environment out of work. 

Although air pollution takes an estimated 15,000 lives each 

year, President Ford recommends delaying implementation. of auto 

emission requirements for an additional five years, even though 

one foreign manufacturer has been able tci meet these.standards 

this year with a 10% improvement in fuel efficiency over 

last year's model. 

(4) Callous Republican disregard for our national parks 

and wildlife areas has resulted in a seve�e deterioration of 

(--:_.. 
election-year 

�- these precious national resources. The/ grandstand proposal at 

r_ -

.. 
'· 

v 

t' 
Yellowstone is merely an attempt to cover up eight years of mis-

management and neglect. 

(5) As President, I will stick to the goals we have 

set for environmental protection and our industries will know 

they cannot come running in to the President for a change in 

direction each time they find environmental compliance slightly 

inconvenient. 

I will sign responsible strip mining legislation and 

will ensure that our parks and wildlife areas are properly 

maintained, and that new parks are added· near the cities, where 

most of our cij:izens can enjoy them, not jus·t the Alaskan wilder-

ness. Safe drinking water, a.pure food supply and a healthy fl 
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urban environment will provide the foundation for a successful 

national he�lth program. We will develop the outer continental 

shelf in a way which permits the coastal states to protect 

their shorelines, tourist industries and coastal communities. 

An. aggressive program for energy conservation will reduce 

the demand and permit us to manage our energy resources 

responsibly, not trading the he�lth of our people and the 

landscapes of the countryside for wasteful and unnecessary 

consumption. 



10. Government Reform (Tax Reform, Reorganization) 

(a) Basic Question on Tax Reform 

Mr. Carter has said that our tax laws are a national 
-disgrace and that one of his first priorities if 
elected would be the complete reform of those tax· laws. 
You have not indicated that reform of the tax laws is 
one of your highest priorities. Is- that because you 
are either satisfied with the tax laws or believe 
change is impossible; and if not what do you propose 
to do about reforming the tax laws? 

(b) Basic Ford Response on Tax Reform 

(1) I am just as concerned about tax reforms as �tr. 

Carter, but I have had enough experience with the chieftains 
of the Democratic Congress to know that they are not 
concerned about tax reform. I have propsed bill after 
bili to the Congress to reduce the tax burden on our 
low and middle income individuals and families; and 

.the Democratic Congress has failed to take any action ­
either on my proposal or any ·other similar proposal: 

(a) I proposed in this year's budget a $28 billion 
permanent tax reduction - $10 billion more than 
the current tempor.ary tax reduction. That tax 
reduction would save the average family of four 

_-earning $15,000 a year more than $225 a year in 
federal taxes. But what has the Democratic Congress 
done? It has only passed an extension of the 
temporary tax cut we already have. Why has it 
done that?· Because .I also proposed spending 
cuts for some o"f the set Democratic programs. 

(b) I proposed to raise every taxpayer's personal 
exemption from $750 to $1,000. Again, the Democratic 
Congress has f.ailed to do anything about that pro-
posal. 

· 

{c) I also proposed to ease the unnecessary burden 
of the estate tax laws on families owning small 
farms and businesses, and to increase the estate 
tax exemption by more than 100% in order to permit 
the free transfer of estates between spouses. And 
aga�n, the Democratic Congress has failed to act·. 

. -

(d) _ And I proposed simplifying tax returns so 
that any taxpayer could fill out a return without 
professional help. Again, Congress has done nothing. 

(2) So it is clear that it is the Democratic ConC}ress 
and not my Administration which has :Opposed-tax reform. 
Even when the Congress was recently considering ·its 
own tax reform bill, time a-fter t"ime amendments to 
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reduce the tax burden on the low and middle inc·ome 
groups were defeated by the power cliques of the 
Democratic Congress. 

(3) If the party of Mr. Carter wanted real tax -reform 
it could have had it by now: I have not stood in its way. 
But the Democrats don't really want tax reform; they 
only want to talk about it. 

(4) Because Mr. Carter would have to deal with the 
same Democratic chairmen who now control tax bills, 
I don't believe he could ·get tax reform either. But it 
is difficult to say what the Democratic Congress would 
do about Mr. Carter's proposals for he hasn't made any. 
After two years of campaigning for the Presidency, he 
has only been able to talk about reform; he hasn't told 
us exactly what he has in mind. The only specific . 
proposal I have heard so far is that he might eliminate 
the interest deduction on home mortgage payments. Other 
than that; I don't know where. he stands. Though I do 
know that he r·aised excise taxes while Governor of 
Georgia, which d�sproportionately affected lower income 
groups, and that he tried to increase by 50% the personal 

. exemption. 
· 

My cards ·crre on the table for the American public to 
see and judge. The public is waiting for Mr. Carter's •. 

(' 

Basic Question on Reorganization: 

Mr. Carter has made reorganization of the f.ederal government 
one of his major campaign themes. You have not made 
reorganization one of your major themes. Is that because 
you are essentially satisfied-with the structure of the 
federal government, or are you also proposing major re­
organizational changes if elected arld if so what are they? 

(d) Basic.Ford Response on Reorganization: 

(1) While Mr. Carter has·been travelling around the 
country talking about reorganization, though not really 
saying what he means by it, I have been trying to do 
.something about streamlining the federal government: 

(a) I proposed a National Commission on Regulatory 
Reform to determine which regulatory agencies are 

. -necessary and which are not·. But Congress has 
failed to create that commission. 

(b) I proposed an Agenda for Government Reform to 
review the entire federal bureaucracy in order to 

·determine where there is too much red tape, t9o 
much federal meddling, and too much bureaucracy. 
The Democratic Congress has failed to pass the agenda. 
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(c) I proposed several laws to restore competition 
and remove federal regulation in several major in­
dustries, including the railroad and airlines in­
dustries. These deregulation proposals, have been 
ignored by the Democratic Congress. 

(d) I proposed the consolidation of federal grant 
programs in education, health and the social services; 
the consolidation would eliminate needless duplication 
and paperwork in Washington and would increase the 
funds available for those programs.· But the Democratic 
Congress has turned a deaf ear. 

(e) I proposed the consolidation of all agencies and 
bureaus concerned with federal energy policy into a 
single Office of Energy (Ford may do this right before 
the debate) • 

(2) My proposals for streamlining the federal bureaucracy 
are clear. I think if I· am elected this year, 

.congress will have to recognize the mandate for my 
programs and begin in the next Congress to take 
real action and to help me get Washington off the 
peoples' backs. 

(3) Mr. Carter's proposals for reorganization are less 
· clear, however. After· two years of campaisning on 

a �slogan of reorganization, he hasn't told us what 
he has in mind, if anything. He said there were 

· 

1800 federal agencies he would reduce to 200. Well, 
there aren't 1800 agencies and Mr. Carter knows it. 
And he hasn't yet said which ones he plans to remain 
as his 200. He ·hasn't even told us 5 agencies out 
of his 1800 which he plans to eliminate, let alone 
the other 1600. The only thing we know· about Mr. 

Carter and reorganization is his record in Georgia. 
There, his reorganization mostly involved the con­
solidation of agencies; nothing was eliminated and . 
no hard facts exist to prove that any savings were 
made as a result of the reorganization • .  To the 
contrary� one of the agencies he created, the Human 
Resources Division has been a bureaucratic nightmare 
by-the admission of- Mr. Carter's successor, and 
it may soon be dismantled� 

(4) So when we're talking about reorganization, my 
proposals are clear; Mr. Carter's are not. 

.-

----�,--. .  ---
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TAX REFORM 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I do not think the American people will believe for 

an instant that the party of Hoover, Dewey, Nixon 

and Big Business is
. 

the party trying to change th� 

tax laws to help low and middle income taxpay�rs. 

That is.sirnply not believable, and Mr. Ford's record 

shows why: . 

(a) Almost immediately after Mr. Ford carne into 

office he proposed a tax increase as part of 

his WIN program� 

(b) When he reversed course and followed· the .Democrats' 

call for a tax reduction, he proposed a.�eduction 

devised to impact hardest on the low and middle 

income taxpayers. 

(c) When the Congress passed an extension of the 

t�x cut, Mr. Ford's initial �espons� was a veto. 

(d) When Mr. Ford sought this year to make the tax 

reduction permanent, he also sought to drastically 

increase Social Security taxes thoug.h not 

until after the election. 

(e) When Mr. Ford has sent his Secretary of the 

.Treasury to Capitol Hill to talk about tax reform, 

the only words that come out of his mouth are 
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"lower corporate taxes." ·Time after time, this 

Administration has proposed one means or another 

of lessening the "burden" on Big Business and the 

wealthy: lower corporate tax rates, increased tax 

deferral on foreign income, higher oil depletion· 

allowances, and looi?hole after loophole understandable 

only by corporate tax lawyers. 

(2) I have pledged since the beginning of my campaign 

to completely reform the tax code -- to make it more 

progressive,. to eliminate loopholes, to remove unfair 

burdens from the low and middle income ta�payers, · 

_and to simplify tax returns so any taxpayer can fill 

them out. 

(3) I have made the pledge to the American people because, 

unlike Mr. Ford, I-am not content to allow 240 tax-

payers with incomes over $200,000 to pay no income 

taxes • .  I am not content to allow the wealthy to invest 

in tax shelters for the sole purpose of tax avoidance. 

I am not content to allow some of the nation's major 

corporations to pay an ipcome tax that is a fraction 

of the rate being paid by the $15,000 a year wage earne�. 

These practices will not continue if I am elected 

President. 

' 
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REORGANIZATION 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) Responsive government and·economy in government are 

themes that the American people often hear from Washington 

during an election year. But the problem with our 

government today is that elected officials don't deliver 

on their promises, and the public knows it. It is always 

easier to talk about reform than it is to develop a clear 

policy and get it implemented. We need a national leader-

ship that knows what it is like to contend with the 

bur�aucracy from the receiving end as I had to as Governor 

of Georgia. We need a national leadership that is free 

from political obligations to special interests and has 
t' 

more than a rhetorical or election year commitment to 

making government work: 

--Under Republican rule from 1969 to 1975 192 

federal agencies, commissions, bureaus and 

departments were created. 

· --Federal agencies spent $15 billion on paperwork 

in 1973. 

--The costs of administering the welfare system 

have doubled in the past 4 years and now total 

$1.4 billion per year. 
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--The amount of waste at the federal level is 

inexcusable. Up to one-half of the Federal 

Medicaid funds is being wasted--some $3-5 billion 

per year. The Postal Service is charging ever 

rising prices for worsening mail service, and yet 

· 17 of the Postal Service's chief executives. receive 

sa�aries higher than any member of Congress. 

(2} To reduce this waste and inefficiency I will institute 

zero-based budgeting and a permanent audit and evaluation 

of all programs. I intend to push for sunset legislation 

under which programs will automatically end unless they 

can justify their existence. I will seek a reorganization 

of government along functional lines so that people can 
t' 

once again understand and be able to work with rather 

than fight their government. I will abolish agen�ies 

which no longer serve a purpose. I was able to do this 

for the state of Georgia, and as a person who did not 

help create the bureaucratic mess which is now strangling 

us I will do so at the federal level. 

(3} But there is ·more to making government work. We must 

open up our government to public scr�tiny and insure 

public access to the executive offices. In Mr. Nixon's 

first year in the White House 3.5 million was spent for 

the White House staff. Mr. Ford now proposes to spend 

$16.5 million not to mention $4
. 

million for the Execuijive 

Office of the President. I will cut the White House staff 

by 25 percent and abolish unnecessary agencies in the EOP 
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such as the Office of International Economic Policy and 

the Office of Telecommunications. 

(4) I will restore independence to Cabinet officers and insure 

that no conflicts of interests can affect the judgment of 

my appointees. 

(5) Government in the open and in the sunshine is the best 

remedy for abuse and maladministration of. our governmental 

process. 

. (6) I will abolish the great majority �f the 1267 advisory 

committees which cost the American taxpayers $52 million. 

l� (7) I will consolidate into one �gency the desparate energy 

functions ·of research and development and 90nservai!ion, now 

spread out between the Federal Energy Administration (FEA), 

the Energy Research and Development Administration (ERDA), 

the Department of Commerce, and the Department of the· 

Interior. Health, safety and environmental matters which 
. 

impunge on energy would be kept separate. 

(8) I would consolidate into one area the entities now working 

in career and vocational education. 

(9) The Federal Energy Administration can be used as a fine 

example of runaway government, one to �hich the present 

administration gave birth. 
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(A perfect example of our runaway, out-of-control bureaucracy 

in operation is the Federal Energy Administration. This agency 

.�as originally created (as the Federal Energy Office) in December 

1973, as a temporary solution to the Arab oil embargo. The 

embargo ended in the spring of 1974, but the FEA lives on. 

It has grown into an enormous and evidently permanent 

-bureaucracy, filling its shopping cart with any and every type of 

new program it cotild imagine--even when other.agencies already 

.have similar responsibilities. For example, the FEA in the pa�t 

has set up a·natural gas task force and an Office of Nuclear 
. 

Affairs, even though these.problems are already the business of other 

L'-
agencies (FPC, ERDA, NRC). The Wall Street. J-ournal reported that 

FEA hired 112 public relations specialists to promote itrs survival. 

The Journal also reported that the agency had cultivated the aid 

of powerful special interest pressure groups to work on Congress. 

r·\ � 

Treasury Secretary Simon stated that the FEA is an "outrage" which 

should be "abolished .... tomorrow." But Mr. Ford asked Congress 

to extend FEAJs life for three years. (In August Congress extended 

FEA for 18 months.) We need a major national energy department, 

like we need a national energy policy. But these changes shohld 

happen by direction from the top, not as an accidental result of 

bureaucratic empire-building amitions.) 

------.,- --- ---- . ,., 



-so-

11. Appointments 

(a) Basic question: 

(b·) 

Mr • .  Carter and other Democrats have criticized 
the quali_ty of your appointments to major federal 
positions, on the grounds that your appointees have 
been out-of-work Republican politicians, have no 
visible qualifications, or have clear conflicts of 
interest-. How do you respond to such criticism? 

Basic Ford response: 

I think the recent criticism of my appointments is 
just election-year rhetoric, designed to encourage 
Congress tqho·ld up my appointments until after the 
election (and thereby slow down the working of 
the federal government). The record shows, though, 
that my appointments have been of men and women of 
demonstrated talent and integrity. My Cabinet, for 
instance, contains outstanding representatives from 
the academic, legal; business, and political-communi­
ties. I apointed the second black and the second 
woman ever to serve in a cabinet. Elliot Richardson 
is a former· elected official in my CAbinet: ii don't 
think anyone would say that he is disquplified from 
se-l:Ving because he sought election in Massac�:tusetts. 

Let me add that my one appointment to the Supreme 
Court was widely praised and was unanimously con­
firmed by the u.s. Senate • In ·addition, I have 
appointed over 1/4 of.all the women ambassadors in 
the country's history; fourteen percent of all my 
personal appointments were women; 78% of all my 
appointees hold advanced degrees; and my senior 
appointees represent every geographical area. 

There has been no corruption in my Administration. 

( 
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A'PPOINTHENTS 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I am afraid that the outstanding persons in this 

'Administration are an exception, the tokens. Let's 

look at the record: 

(a) Mr. Ford has continued his predecessor's practice 

of shuffling the same faces from one position"'to a-

nother, almost as if musical chairs was being played 

with major federal positions. Mr. Nixon's OEO chief 

(Rumsfeld) became his NATO Ambassador; then he be­

.came Mr. Ford's chief of staff and now he is Secretary 

of Defense. Mr. Nixon's Secretary of HEW (Richardson) 

and Defense became Mr. Ford's Ambassador to England· 

and now he is Secretary of Commerce. Mr. Nix�n's 

Secretary of Interior (Morton) became Mr. Ford's 
. 

Secretary of Commerce and than his White House Counsellor 

and campaign chairman. Mr. Nixon ··s HUD Secretary (Lynn) 

became Mr. Ford's OMB Director. I think it is un-

fortunate that Mr. Ford feels there are so few tal·ented 

people in the country that he must move around the same 

ones whenever a vacancy occurs. 

(b) Mr. Ford has continued to reward defeated. Republican 

candidates with major federal positions. Fifteen former 

Republican Congressmen have been appointed by this 
( 

Republican Administration to major positions. 
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(c) Mr. Ford has overlooked conflicts of interest in 

filling major jobs: He named as the nation's·energy 

chief a man getting over $80,000 a year from an oil 

company; he named opponents of the Legal Services 

Corporation to its Board of Directors; and he named 

a Secretary of Interior with no record of concern for 

the ·en•li:on:ncttt. And he has continued to name regu­

latory committee members from the industries being 

regulated: In the past five years, more than half 

the appointees to the nine key agencies have been from 

the regulated industry.; 

(2) I think we can do better; I think the country deserves 
t' 

better:. 

(a) I will make an intensive talent search for the 

nation's finest men and women, of eve�y race, religion, 

and ethnic.group. I will seek appointees from every 

state. and· region and from every ethnic, racial and 

economic segment in the cou�try; I �ill not limit my­

self to those with prio+ government experience; and I 

will not end the search when my Administration begins 

it will be ongoing. 

(b) I will require all my appointees to publicly 

disclose their finances. That will _be my First 

Executive·order. 
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(c) My record in Georgia indicates that when I made 

the same promises there, I kept them. s·o I have a 

record about .which you can judge my commitment to 

excellent appointees. 
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Discrimination · 

(a) Bas.ic Question 

Although you often talked about the goal of eliminat­
ing discrimination in our society, many of the actions 
of your Administration seem to conflict with that 
goal • .  What actions has your Administration taken 
to prevent discrimination against such groups as 
blacks, Spanish-speaking Americans and women? 

(b) Basic Ford Response 

(1) Blacks, Spanish-speaking Americans 

(a) As a Congressman, I voted for every 
major piece of civil rights legislation that 
became law - '57 C.R. Act; '64 C.R. Act; 
'65 Voting Rights Act; '66 Open Housing Law 
and '70 extensi

.
on of Voting Rights Act. 

(b) As President, I have reaffirmed my commit­
ment to the concept of equal opportunity: 

I recommended and signed as extension of . 
the Voting Rights Act; and the extension 
at my direction broadened the protecions . 
0f the·· Act to include Spanish-surnamed 

t' 

.::unericans. 

My proposed FY'77 budget calls for a 
$1 billion increase for civil rights 
activities over last year and a 24% 
increase over FY'75 budget for civil rights 
enforcement, including a 20% increase 
for 

.
EEOC. 

I have also requested an increase in 
funding for SBA loans for minority enterprises 
that is 100% above the funding of two· 
years ago. 

And I have appointed a number of blacks to 
my personal staff and an outstanding black 
leader, Bill Coleman, as my Secretary of

. Transportation (making him only the second 
black to serve in a cabinet) 

(2) Women 

C. 
(a) I have long been a strong supporter of 

'> greater opportunities for American women. As 
House Minority Leader,.! was instrumental in 
lining· up s.ome of the last signatures needed 
to obtain a "discharge petition" to force the 
Equal Rights Amendment, w}:lere it had languished 
for 47 years. · · 
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(b) As President I have directed the Attorney 
General to review all federal laws to determine 
the need for revising sex-based provisions 
not justified in law or policy; recommended 
the elimination of the estate and gift tax 
on all transfers between -spouses; supported 
the establishment and appointment of the 
National Commission.on Observance of International 
Women's Year; directed the heads of all federal 
departments and agencies to guarantee that all 
persons have an opportunity to compete on an 
equal basis for employment and advancement in 
the federal government; and signed the Equal 
Credit Opportunity Act of '74, which prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of sex and marital 
status in the granting of consumer credit. 

(c) I have also appointed more women to high 
level fe�eral positions than any previous 
administration: 14% of all high level appointments 
have been women, including the Ambassador to. 
England, the Chairman of NLRB, the Chief of 
Protocol, and the Secretary of HUD (who was 
only the second woman to serve in a cabinet.) 

t' 
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DISCRIMINATION 

Suggested Carter Response 

\ 
(1) One of my major concerns in this campaign is to 

unite all segments of our society and to end artificial, 

unnecessary divisions. Based on his record, Mr. Ford 

does not truly see� to share that concern: 

(a) As a Congressman, he vot.ed time after time to re-

commit civil rights bills. A vote to recommit 

is well known to be a vote to kill a bill. That 

is the vote that counts. And those votes were the 

'rea�on all of the leading civil rights groups 

opposed Mrj For�'s confirmation as Vice President. 

(b). As President, .Mr. Ford: 

�-allowed an unconscionable amount of time�to go 

by before issuing regulations banning discrimination 

against women, under Title IX; 

--Has failed to do anything about the fact that only 

3% of those in high level government positions.are 

women; or that only 2% of the nearly 10,000 emplo.yees 

in the top �hree Civil Service 9rades are women; 

--been criticized by his own Civil Rights Commission 

for impeding the orderly desegregation of schools� 

--has failed to doranything to prevent the continuing 

discrimination which exists against many Eastern 

and Southern European ethnic groups; 

--has completely failed to consider the language , 

problems of the millions of Spanish�speaking citizens. 
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(2} As President, I can assure you I would take the steps 

necessary to correct these problems. I will refo�m the 

civil rights laws. I will appoint, women, blacks, and 

members of other minority groups to positions throughout 

the federal gover:nment, as I did throughout Georgia 

while Governor. I will make the first serious effort 

in 8 years to unite the country, rather than div�de it. 
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Integrity and Morality in Government 

(a) Basic Question 

(b) 

The belief' that Washington politicians lack 
integrity and morality has been growing ever sinc.e,�· 
and no doubt as a result of, the Watergate affair. 
Mr. Carter has made the anti-Washington, anti­
politician theme a major one of his campaign. As 
the handpicked successor_of Richard Nixon and as 
someone who has been a Washington-based politician 
for 27 years (25 in Congress) , ,_.,�y shouli voters 
concerned about integrity and morality keep you.-
in office 4 more years? 

-

Basic Ford Response 

(1) Although.! did serve in Congress for 25 years, 
my record for integrity and morality was unchallenged 
throughout that period. During my confirmation 
hearings for Vice-president, I· was scrutinized by 
the Senate ._and the House more thoroughly than any 
nominee had ever been - my personal, financial, and 
political records were reviewed completely and 
found in perfect order. And as a· result I was 
overwhelmingly endorsed by both the Democ·ratic­
controlled Senate and House. Senator Mondale was 
one of those who voted for me. 

(2) Immediately upon assuming the Presidency,. I 
made a clean break with the previous Administration: 
I picked ne� advisors, I operated the government 
differently, and I made my own policies. So there 
is ncr basis for linking me with the previous Adminis­
tration o� its Watergate. activities. I was not 
involved with. those, nor were my advisors. 

(3) I have made my Administration an open and a 
candid one. 

· 

Openness - My Presidency has become the most 
open in modern time·s: I have held 35 national 
press conferences, met in White House conferences 
with more than 10,000 Americans, travelled over 
200,000 miles to ta·lk and meet with. Americans, 
and even appeared and testified before a 
Congressional committee - the first president 
in history to do so. 

Int'egrity - I have restored integrity to the 
White House; and I believe that has been one 
of the two or three major accomplishments of 
my Administration to date. I have done .. this 
by · appointing men and women of the highest 
integrity to major posts, by promulgating a 

strict code of conduct for my White House 
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staff, gave strict instructions to all 
cabinet membe-rs concerning the conduct 
of their departments, supported the Attorney 
General in his actions investiga.ting the FBI, 
appointed the Richardson Commission to investi­
gate and recommend action.on the problem of 
international corporate bribery, and proposed 
the establishment of a permanent, independent 
special prosecutor. 

(4) In light of this record, I do not think 
I can fairly be linked with the previous 
administration or with Watergate. 
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INTEGRITY AND MORALITY IN GOVERNMENT 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1} From the start of my campaign two years ago, one of 

my major concerns and promises has been the restoration 

of honesty. and morality to the Federal government. 

When I began my campaign, what had been happening in 

Washington made the need for honesty and morality in 

government obvious to everyone. 

(2} Now, two years later, Mr. Ford has told us that 

integrity, openness, and trust have been restored to 

the Federal government by. him. I am just unable to 

agree with that. 

(3) I have no doubt that Mr. Ford is personally honest, 
t' 

open, and moral; I have never said otherwise in two 

years of campaigning. But the Federal government ex-

tends beyond the Oval Office, and Mr. Ford has unfor­

tunately not shown the leadership needed to ensure 

that everyone else in the Federal government follows 

his personal standards: 

(a) Appointees to regulatory agencies still come from 

the industries they are supposed to regulate -- a 

clear conflict of interest -- and return to their 

old employers after a short time with the government. 

Mr. Ford has done nothing to stop that; I can assure 

you I would. 
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(b) Major federal appointees still assume and hold 

office without making any financial disclosure. 

Mr. Ford could have issued an Executive Order re-

quiring disclosure. He has not. I will. 

(c) The Executive Branch of �he federal government 

is still able to hold major meetings involving 

public policy in secret. Mr. Ford could have ended 

that but has not. There should be no doubt that I 

(d) Scandals in the FBI and the Medicaid program have 

recently come to our attention. Strong leadership is 

necessary to correct these abuses, and I can assure 
, 

you that I will exert that leadership. 

(e) The Freedom of Information Act Amendments, which 

were desj;gned to make that Act workable, were vetoed 

by Mr. Ford. I would have signed them. 

(4) So while I think Mr. Ford's record for personal honesty 

and integrity far e:Xceeds.that of his predecessor, I 

don't think Mr. Ford has done anything to ensure that 

the rest of the government is also conducted in a way 

that respects the American people and which they can 

·re�pect. That requires strong leadership. My recoid 

in Georgia shows that I am capable and willing to 
f/ 

exert that type of leadership. 
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14. Crime 

(a) Basic Question on Crime 

Although your predecessor, Richard Nixon, campaigned 
on. a law and order them, promising to crack down 
on crime, and billions of federal dollars have been 
spent in the last eight years toward that end,. 
crime has increased over 50% during the past 8 
years. Do you think the federal government can 
solve the crime problem, and, if so, what step� 
are you taking to reduce crime? 

(b) Basic Ford Response on Crime 

(c) 

(1) The experience of the last 8 years has shown 
that more than money is required in the effort to 
reduce crime: I have proposed·other steps that would 
substantial.ly reduce crime, .but the Democratic 
Congress - which repeatedly deplores the high cost 
of crime - has failed to take action on any of them, 
or even to do anything. 

(2) But let me emphasize that I have been directing 
the· fight against the growth of crime only since 
August of 1974. At that time crime was increasing 
at the rate of 18% a year. By the end of 1975, 
the rate had dropped to 9% and the latest figures 
for 1976 show only a 4% increase. So( since I 
took office, the growth in the crime rate has been 
cut by more than half. 

(3) The growth in crime would even further be 
cut if the Congress· would take action on my proposals 
to (a) enact a riew, tough criminal code having 
stricter penalties for serious crimes, (b) enact a 
mandatory minimum sentence law to ensure that a con­
viction for serious offenses would result in a 
jail sentence, (c) establish a "career criminal" 
program to assure quick identification of repeat 
offenders, (d) and pass the extension of the LEAA 

authorization act, which is the form I proposed 
would provide increased funding to improve state 

and local court systems and to concentrate police 
activity on high-crime areas. · 

Additional Crime Question: 

During your Administration, it has been revealed 
that the FBI has conducted illegal break-ins, 
suffered from conflicts-of-intez.est in its purchasing 
practices,. misused public funds, and had allowed Dir. 
Kelley to receive gifts and services from FB'I 
employees. What·have you done about these abuses 
and what is being done to prevent a recurrence?· 
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(d) Additional Ford Response: 

(1) The FBI has rightly been one of the nation's­
most respected institutions; it has been responsible 
for the scientific pursuit of crime and for the 
respect of federal law enforcement. 

(2} �he recent incidents, which involved very few 
people, unfortunately tarmished the FBI to 
some extent. But the effectiveness of the FBI and 
its fight against crime have not been impaired. 

(3) To determine exactly what the facts were in 
the incidents, and whether sanctions were appropriate, 
I had the Attorney General conduct a thorough 
investigation. In certain cases, individuals · 

have already been dismissed or disciplined; in 
others, the investigation is still going on and I 
expect to take some action when it is completed. 

(4) With respect to Director Kelley, I also had 
the Attorney General conduct an investigation. He 
recommended that Kelley be kept and I accepted the 
recommendation. Unlike my opponent, I did not·. 
think someone who has devoted his life to crime 
enforcement, who has effectively run the FBI for 
several years, and who is a man of unquestioned 
value to the nation, should be dismissed because 
he accepted $300 worth of window valances while 
his wife was terminally ill. 
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CRIME; FBI 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) Crime 

a. I find it hard to avoid comparing Mr. Ford's answers 

with the law and order platform the Republicans ran 

on 8 years ago: 

1. Mr. Nixon promised to reduce crime, get tough 

with students protesting the Vietnam War, and 

restore sound law enforcement to the Justice 

Department. 

2. Instead, we now hear how the crime rate, which 

rose by more than 45% during the _last 8 years, 

is rising more slowly than it did lastfyear; 

we pow hear of the need for compassion for high 

government officials who broke the law; we do 

not he.ar how two Attorneys General, one Vice-

President, one President and a White House 

staff left in disgrace;_ we do not hear how 

$4.5 billion of LEAA money has produced no re-

duction in crime; we do not hear how scandal 

after scandal has racked the FBI with no repri­

mands from the White House; and we do not hear 

that one-half of all Arne�i�ans are still afraid 

to walk in their neighborhoods in the daytime. 

b. I recognize that a President's role in reducing c�ime 

is comparatively small and that nothing is helped by 
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promi�ing more than can be delivered. But much more 

can be done than has been done: 

Crime can be reduced. 

Credibility in federal law enforcement can be 

restored. 

The bot·tleneck in the court system can be removed. 

The criminal laws c.an be changed to meet modern . 

needs. 

LEAA can be made into more than a billion dollar 

a year boondoggle.· 

c. All of this_can happen, though, onl"y with a Democratic 

President committed to enforcement, citize� protection 

and justice. I do not think it can happen with a 

(2) FBI 

Republican President committed to a policy which has 

failed so completely these past _8 years. 
I 

a. From the information available to me, the Levi report 

on Kelley not having been made public, I think. it is 

clear that Kelley took gifts and services from FBI 

employees. No side issues can change those facts. 

And in light of those facts, I believe Kelley should · 

be treated like any federal employee involved in such 

a misuse of position -� a public hearing sho�ld be 

held and discipline that is appropriate should bewim­

posed. 
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b. To me, what is really troublesome about the Kelley 

incident is that it seems representative of so much 

that has gone on in the FBI recently: agents involved 

in illegal break-ins have gone unpunished; ·top level 

officials involved in purchasing kickbacks have gone 

unpunished; domestic spying has apparently continued 

unchecked. 

I do not understand why nothing has been done about 

these incidents. I can assure you that if I am 

.elected I will initiate a tough, thorough investi-

gation of the FBI from outside the Justice Department. 

My goal would be to re-establish the respect for the 

FBI that existed 8 years ago. 

, 
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15. Influence of Corporate Interests 

(a) Basic Question. 

Your Administration, like your predecessor's, has 
been accused by many Democrats, consumer groups and 
public interest groups of allowing the big corporate 
interests to unduly influence major policy decisions. 
Ii there any merit to those accusations? ·Can you 
name several major po.licies of your Administration 
which are opposed by the corporate interests? 

(b) Basic Ford Answer 

(1) Business groups have no more influence on 
my Administration's policy than do any other 
interest groups or parts of our society. My 
Administration listens to and .welcomes the views of 
all segments of our society. But all decisions are 
made only with the public's interest in mind. 

I have restored integrity to the White House by 
conducting an open and candid Administration. No 
deals are made with or for business groups. I 
would not allow them; I would not tolefate them. 

(2) Democrats have accused me of following the 
wishes of business because many of policies are' 
apptoved by businessmen; but those are policies 
which I believe more than a majority of all 
Americans approve: reducing inflation, reducing 
taxes, fighting crime, opposing extravagant 
social programs, ensuring a strong defense, 
returning power and decisions to state and local 
communities, and eliminating federal red tape. 
The Democrats can offer no evidence that I have 
followed those policies because deals were made 
with businessmen. If there were any evidence, they 
would have presented it: but they have not. 

(3) Part of the proof that my Administration does 
not follow the wishes of business is that many of 
my policies have been strongly opposed by the very 
busines·s . interests that the Democrats say influence 
my policy: 

De-Regulation - I have proposed rate de-regula­
tion of the airline, railroad and trucking 

·industries in order to increase competition and 
lower transportation prices. Those industries 

·and others strongly. oppose my deregulation 
programs. 



Securities - I proposed and signed a bill to 
open competition in the securities industry 
and therefore decrease brokerage fees. The 
securities industry strongly opposed that bill. 

Fair Trade - I supported and signed the repeal 
of the Federal Fair Trade laws which for many 
years allowed.manufacturers to dictate artificially 
high retail prices. · 

Financial Institutions - I have supported the 
Financial Institut�ons Act, the first major 
reform legislation for the banking industry 
since the 1930's. The result for the consumer 
would be to lower interest rates and other 
costs for the consumer. The banking industry 
strongly opposes this bill. 

Antitrust - I have supported several proposed 
changes in the antitrust laws to ease their 
enforcement and increase their penalties. 
My Justice Department has vigorously prosecuted 
the antitrust ca�e against IBM and has filed 
the largest antitrust suit in history against 
At & T, seeking its divestiture. 

, 
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INFLUENCE OF CORPORATE INTERESTS 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I agree that Mr. Ford has given Big Business good 

reason not to support him: high inflatibn, sustained 

recession, a lag in GNP growth, and record deficit 

spending. 

(2) Nonetheless, I think it is clear that countless 

actions were taken by Mr. Ford and his Administration 

because of direct influence of Big Business: 

Urging immediate oil and gas decontrol; 

Opposing Corisumer Protection Agency; 

Vetoing strip mining bill; 

Opposing major anti-trust bill to allow 

State Attorneys General to represent 

citizens in their states in major anti-

trust litigation; 

Seeking a weakened Clean Air Act; 

Supporting lower corporate tax rates and 

additional corporate tax loopholes; 

Failing to enforce financial conflict-of-

interest re�ulations. 

(3) I am a businessman and the on�y candidate in this 

election who has ever had to regularly meet a payroll. 

I understand the problems of businessmen. During my 

campaign, I have had meetings with businessmen and � 
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tried to give them my views on their problems. But 

I have always indicated that in my Admini stration., 

the public interest would never come second to the 

interests of big business. 



16. Agricultural Record 

(a) Basic Question 
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In 2 years, your Administration has imposed three 
grain embargoes. You stated in your acceptance 
speech what conditions led to the embargoes being 
imposed and how can you be certain that those 
conditions will not recur? 

(b) Basic Ford Response 

(1) First, let me say that the past two years have 
been among the best agricultural years in our history: 

Net farm income has increased from $24 billion 
in 1972 and 1973 to an average of $26 billion 
during 1975 and 1976. During the Kennedy-Johnson 
Administration, net farm income averaged only 
$13.8 billion. 

Farm �xports in 1976 reached $26 billion, an 
all-time record, in '72 they were only $8 billion. 

Net farm assets increased from $313 billion in 
1973 to $427 billion in 1975. 

Decline in the number of operatin/ farms has 
been reversed; my proposal to r·educe the estate 
tax to allow families to keep their farms 
will continue· that trend. 

These records ha'Te occured directly because of 
the policies I have pursued: 

Farmers have. been given the opportunity 
for.full production in a free market 
and they have responded. That �s �n con­
trast to what Democratic administrations 
have always done: controlled what farmers 
can do ,. limited their production, and 
held farm exports below their potentia+. 
Under my �till production policy, farmers 
have been able to put over·57 million 
"set'aside" acres back to work. 

My fight to ·stop inflation, which I 

have 16wered from 12% to 5%, has 
stabilized the long upward surge in. 
farm production expenses.. This has · 

resulted, of course, in the much slower 
growth in consumer food prices, whi�h are 
now rising at only 2-3% compared to_a 
14 1/2% rise in the 1973 period. 
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I have adopted a policy of allowing 
unlimited exports; and have opposed - and 
would veto - any bill establishing a 
government-owned grain reserve. Mr. 

Carter has not ruled out such a grain 
reserve. 

(3) Because of the healthy farm picture and the 
improving economy, I can confidently say 
there will be no more grain embargoes. Mr. 
Carter apparently cannot say that, for when 
he started to he quickly changed his mind. 
The embargoes that were ordered resulted from 
an unusual combination of high inflation an4 
unanticipated, record demand for our grain 
abroad. Because of the economy and our record 
production, which ensures no shortages at home, 
I can knowledgeably state there will be no 
more embargoes. 
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AGRICULTURE 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I think it is clear that Mr. Ford's figures are the 

result more of Republican double-digit inflation 

than �nything consciously done to help-farmers; "real 

farm income" (which accounts for inflation) has been 

disastrous: 1975 -- $16.8 billion; 1976 (projected) 

-- $17.7 billion;. 1974 -- $22.6 billion; 1973 --

$27:.7 billion; farmer purchasing power in 1976 will 

be no greater than 1972. 

(2) Mr. Ford's only conscious actions have been against 

the interests of farmers and o·thers responsible for 

producing the nation's food: 

Grain embargoes were ordered 3 times though 

·Ford cannot explain why; last year's wheat ern-

bargo cost $1 billion. 

Grain inspection frauds went unprosecuted. 

Bills to increase price supports for cotton, gra_in, 

milk and tobacco were all v.-�tocd by Ford. 

(3) I sincerely believe that the interest of-farmers would 

be better protec.ted -- and cared about more than once 

every four years under an Administration: 

headed by someone who has worked the fields and ' 

whose income comes from the ground. 
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.committed to no embargoes under the situations 

used by Ford as a pretext for them (and only in 

the case of dire emergency food shortage in this 

country). 

determined to make agribusiness exporters report 

what they are up to. 

committed to full production, to price supports 

·needed to cover farmers production costs, to un-

,limited exports, and to the preservation of the 

family farm. 

committed to having a Secretary of Agriculture who 

t' 
understands and wants to help farmers, not exporters, 

grain dealers, and other agribusinessmen. 
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·11. Record v. Republican Platform 

(a) Basic Question 

You have stated that Mr. Carter, as the Democratic 
nominee cannot be separated from the Democratic 
platform. As the Republican nominee, are you not 
equally inseparable from the Republican platform, 
and if so how can you square your positions on abor­
tion, busing and school prayer with those.in the 
platform? · 

(b) Basic Ford Response 

(1) Carter cannot be separated from the Democratic 
platform because he wrote it and, after his nomina­
tio.n, he said he was comfortable with it and could 
easily run on it. Now he may have changed his 
mind about that during the last few weeks, but I 

do not know about it; Mr. Carter will have to 
tell us if he still favors the Democratic platform. / 

Let me point out that the Democratic platform 
·calls for so many new a·nd expensive social programs, 
like Humphrey-Hawkins, national health insurance 
and federalized welfare, that the taxpayers 
will be handed.a $100 billion.bill if the 
Democratic ticket is elected. I don't think we 
can afford the Democratic platform; eaqp family 
in this country would be assessed $180d to pay 
for the platform. 

· (2) The Democratic platform is in stark contrast 
· to the-Republican platform, which calls for a 

continuation of the steady and sure management 
tha-t I have been following: no new multi-billion 
dollar programs will be required if I am elected; 
the taxpayers will not be assessed $100 billion. 
All that is called for is the continuation of the 
affordable, reasonable and moderate approach to 
the nation's problems that I have used the last 
two years. I think that is the approach the country 
wants; ·and I am.proud to run on a platform which 
advocates it. 

(3) The position I have taken and the Republican 
platform are entirely consistent:' 

(a) . Abortion -

- The Republican platform calls for a 
support of those seeking enactment of 
a constitutional amendment to restore 
the right to life of unborn childr�n. 
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Since the Supreme Court issued its abor­
tion decision several years ago, while 
I was in Congress, I have taken the 
position that the Court's de.cision was 
wrong, that abortion is wrong, and that 
the only feasible solution is a constitu­
tional amendment overturnig the Court's 
decision and allowing each state to make 
its own decision about abortion. 

Such a constitutional amendment would 
result in the great majority of states -
if not all -deciding to ban abortions 
completely (aside from certain medical 
emergencies.) That·would result in the 
restoration of the right to life of 
unborn children. But I think it is 
important that each state have the chance 
to make that choice. 

(b) Busing 

(c) 

My opposit�on to forced busing is well 
known; aga1n, I have opposed it since 
the Supreme Court's decision approving 
forced busing. 

- As President, I have been disappointed ·.  
about-the Democratic Congress'repeated 
failure to take any action to limit 
or end forced busing.. I believe, 
though, that the sentiment of the country 
is clearly against forced busing and 
Congress will soon get the message. 

- If Congress fails to soon act on legis­
�ation to restrict forced busing, such as. 
the bill I proposed several months ago to 
limit busing to 3 years in any school 
district, then I think consideration to 
other alternatives, possibly including 
a constitutional amendment, may be 
necessary. That is all the Republican 
platform calls for; and that is what I 
believe. 

School Prayer 

- I was also disturbed as a member of Congress 
that the.Supreme Court banned non-sectarian 
prayers in public schools .. Soon after 
that decision I proposed a constit�tional 
amendment to allow such prayers to be . 
made. I thought such non-religious prayers 
would go a long way toward restoring a 
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sense of morality and purpose to our 
public schools. 

- That is still my position. The Republican 
platform seeks a constitutional amendment 
to allow non-sectarian prayers, and I 

support it. 

'--·-
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REPUBLICAN PLATFORM 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I have read the Republican Platform carefully and I 

cannot agree that its planks are consistent with Mr. 

Ford's record; in many respects, it appears to be a 

repudiation of his record. I think Vice-President 

Rockefeller recognized that when he said, .soon after 

the Republican convention, that Mr. Ford would not really 

be running on the Republican platform. 

( 2) A look at the Republican Platform shows why Mr. 

Rockefeller felt such a statement had to be made: 

(a) The platform calls for three constitutional amend-

ments, one to r�-institute school prayers, �ne to 

ban busing, and 6rie· to prohibit all abortions--

Mr. Ford, as President, has never indicated support 
. 

for any of these amendments. 

(b) The platform calls for an end to federal deficits: 

Mr. Ford has had the biggest deficits in our nation's 
\ 

. history. 

(c) The platform praises Alexander Solzhenitsyn; Mr. Ford 

initially refused to meet with Mr. Solzhenitsyn. 

(d) The platform criticizes "secrit agreements in foreign 

policy;" but Mr. Ford has continued to allow Mr. 

Kissinger to make such agreements. 

f 
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(3) I think these differences make it clear that Mr. Ford's 

own party has rejected his policies. Repeating his 

staternent that the platform does represent the Ford 

policies will not make it so� 

(4) That Mr. Ford has- so misread the Republican Platform 

makes it easy to understand how he could so misread 

the Democratic Platform. That platform does not call 

for $100 billion in new spending. What it does call 

for are new programs--such as national health insurance--

to be phased in as re�enues permit. . That is con�ortant 

with my own philosophy. I do not intend to initiate the 

first new spending program unless the revenues 'permit 
(' 

and unless government spending can be kept to the same 

percentage of our national wealth as it takes up under 

Mro Ford. 
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1 8 .  Mood of Nation 

(a) Basic Question 

(b) 

Public opinion polls and a number of recent elections 
have shown that there is a widespread mood throughout 
the nation against incumbent officer holders and for 
newcomers, or at least the party out of power. Part 

of that mood seems to be reflected in a desire for 
new and different national leadership. After 8 years 
of Republican rule, why is it not the right time to turn 
over the White House to the Democratic Party in order 
to see if it-can do more to solve the nation's problems? 

Basic Ford Response 

(1) To begin with, the end of·my term in 1977 will 
not be the end of 8 years of the Ford Administration, 
but only of two. My Administration·- in its personnel, 
style and policies - has made a clean break from my 
predecessor's, and I don't think can be fairly linked 
with it. At the end of my two years, I will not have 
had the opportunity that a two-term president normally 
has to propose programs, enact them, implement them 
and then improve upon them. In my short term, I have 
started a number of policies which have not yet been 
enacted or fully implemented. If I left office·, those 
policies - such as my fight against inflation, for 
improved economic output, and for a strong defense would 
be interrupted, and based on Mr. Carter�s platform, 
reversed. The continuity that is so necessary in implementing 
federal policy would be lost while Mr: Carter learns 
where·his Cabinet departme�ts are located and what 
they do. 

(2) Aside from the lost continuity, there is another 
key reason why the Democrats should not be elected this 
year. The Democrats now overwhelmingly'control Congress: 
they will certainly control it by nearly the same margins 
next year. If Mr. Carter is elected, there will be no 
check or balance between the pres�dency and the Congress, 
for Mr. Carter has already ernbraceunthe policies of the 
Democratic Congress. He is for Humphrey-Hawkins, federalized 
welfare, national health insurance. And he would probably 
support whatever additional big-spending program the . 
Democratic Congress could drea� up. There would be no 
one in the White House to say no,to say that cost too 
much, to use the veto. If I am elected, you can be 
sure I will do that, and the country and our system of 
government needs it to be done . 
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. MOOD OF NATION 

Suggested Carter Response 

{l) Continuing past policies is disastrous when these 

past policies were developed by Mr. Nixon and come 

from the same Republican thinking used by Hoover, 

Dewey and Nixon. Are these the policies we want 

continued for four more years? 7.9% unemployment, 

6% inflation, no real GNP growth, no national energy 

policy other than high prices, no national health 

insurance program, no welfare reform, no reorganization 

of the bureaucracy, no tax reform for the poor and 

the middle class; but plenty of embargoes, vetoes, 

.impoundments, and executive privilege. My answer is 

is.a clear no. 

(2) The argument that a Democratic President cannot control 
.. 

a Democratic Congress was made in the last Presidential 

debates by Mr. Nixon against John Kennedy. It was 

wrong then and I think it is wrong now. President 

Kennedy worked with the Congress; inflation was kept 

around -2%; the deficit was microscopic compared to the 

current deficit; and unemployment was extremely low. 

f 
. 

If I am elected, I don't see why there.would be any 

dif i"erence. I would be·working with your elected repre-

sentatives, not against them. I would phase in all new 

programs only as revenues permit. And I would be 

committed to balancing the budget by the end of my 
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first termo If another Republican Administration is elected, 

I am afraid we will have four more years of conflict with 

Congress, a depressed economy, and tired leadership with old 

faces a 

f 



19. Use of Incumbency 

(a) Basic question 

You have been accused, by Governor Reagan in the 
primaries and now by many Democrats, of unfairly 
using your incumbency for political purposes, such 
as by making appointments or awarding grants 
designed to help your political prospoects. Can 
you categorically state that no government decisions 
were made or government resources were used for 

· 

your political purposes? 

(b) Dasic Foid response on incumbency 

(1) I can categorically state that my political 
prospects have not been the basis for government 
decisions or use of government resources. 

· 

(2) · Charge.s are often made in polit:\,cal campaigns 
that an· incumbent is using his office unfairly. 
In some cases such charges may be merited. But in 
�y case the record ciearly indicat�s that they are 
not: 

I assumed the P �esidency during & period 
of great turmoil and distrust; and I have 
restored integrity to the White House. I do 
not think e�en �tr. Carter·would dispute that. 

- I can assure the American people that I would not. 
tarnjsh that restoration of integrity to gain 
political support. Remember, I did not seek 
the presidency; it is not a prize I spent part 
of my life running for. As much as I enjoy my 
job, I am not· so interested in keeping it that 
I would ignore the public interest and make 
government decisions out of a sole desire to · 

advance my election prospects. 

-·when my entire 25-year-career was carefully 
scrutinized by Congress upon my nomination to 
the vice-presidency, both the Senate and the 
House carefully looked at all my personal, 
firiancial and political actions and found 
nothing to indicate that I had ever used my 
office in any unethical or illegal ways� And 
both Houses overwhelmingly endorsed by 
nomination. 

fl 

(3) Inevitably, any decision by an incumbent will 
be attacked by his political opponents as unfai�� 
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That is to be expected. But I want to emphasize 
that government decisions must continue to be made: 
the government cannot come to a halt for 6 months 
or a year. My responsibility to the .American people 
is to keep the government going, the economy strong, 
and our n�tional defense on the al ert. I can assure 
the American people that no decision I make in doing 
that will be determined solely by what helps me 
politically. My concept of public duty would not 
allow that for a minute. 
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USE OF INCUMBENCY 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) I am, of course, in a different position than Mr. 

Ford. When I started my campaign two years ago, I 

_had already completed my term as Governor. I there­

fore had no government resources or staff at my 

disposal; my entire campaign had to be--and was--

financed by private support. My running mate is 

currently an office holder, but from the date of 

his selection, Senator Mondale has completely separated 

his Senate staff and resources from those of our campaign. 

(2) In light of the sad events which led to Mr. Ford's 

assuming the Presidency, I think it is vital that the 
. 

separation of government and politics occur--but just 
i' 

as important that the appearance of a separation occur. 

(3) Unfortunately, I think· there has been an appearance of 

political actions in the name of governmental actions: 

-- appo.intments of individuals in certain_primary states 

were announced right before those primaries; 

Federal grants were-awarded to primary states-right 

before those primaries; 

White House ·staff members have been openly working 

on political matters; 

Uncommitted delegates were invited to White House 

State dinners and affairs of State; 
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Mr. Ford just recently reversed his 2 year policy 

of no new programs and arinounced an expansion of 

the national parks system, shortly after saying 

that recreation would be an issue in this campaign. 

(4} I have no doubt that Mr. Ford is sincere in his desire 

to return integrity to the government. But I do .doubt that 

the appearance of some of the things recently done by 

his Administration is a step in that direction 

t' 
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2b. Value of Experi�nc� 

{a) Basic question on experience 

{b ) 

In your campaign thus far you have made a point of 
�our experience in the White House and with the 
federal government and a lack of similar experience 
by your opponent. And yqu hav� stated that the dif-
ference in federal government experience is a 
major reason why the voters should choose you. But 
was not the same lack of experience argument used 
against Lincoln, Franklin Roosevelt and John 
Kennedy, and did they not show that federal govern­
ment and White House experience is less important 
in running the country than any other factors? 

Basic Ford respotise 

(1) First, I do not think the value of federal 
governmental experience can be· underestimated. I 
have been in Washington for many years, and Presi­
dent for two years; I"know first hand how the 
federal government works and how to get it moving. 
I did not learn that at briefings or from advisors. 
� think Mr. Carter would have a hard time learning 
the intricacies of the federal governmentin a short 
period of time; it might take several years before 
he felt familiar enough with the federal government 
to make it .run effectively, to make the quick decisia 
about national security matters that often have to 
be made, and to implementing any of his campaign pro­
posals. The presidency is not a place for on-the­
job· training; in fact it is the worst place for it • .  

It is fine to talk about not being from Washington 
when you're campaigning; but it is not fine when 
you have to come to Washington. to run a government 
with a $400 billion budget. When Mr. Cart�served 
his 4 years. as Governor of Georgia, its budget was 
only slightly above $1 billion. 

(2) Mr. Carter's background is much different from the 
Lincoln, Roosevelt and Kennedy. All of them had 
served i.n Washington: Lincoln as a Congressman;­
Roosevelt as Secretary of the Navy and Kennedy as 
a Senator. They were familiar with the operation 
of the federal gove.rnment in a way that Mr. Carter 
is not. They had. served a useful apprenticeship 
before assuming the nation's most important office; 
Mr. Carter will only have 4 years as Georgia's 
Governor. 

(3) I obviously do not think experience should be 
the sole factot upon which voters decide. �ut, in 
light of the complicity of the federal government 
and Mr. Carter's very limited record, I think experier 
should be a major factor. 
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VALUE OF EXPERIENCE 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) President Kennedy said there are many different paths 

to the Presidency, none automatically being better 

experience than another. 

(2) The path Mr. Ford chose was Congress. For 25 years 

he represented one Congressional district: he catered 

to its needs, he voted in the House, he.became part of 

the Congressional insiders club, and he issued daily 

press releases; he was the chief Republican spokesman 

in ·the House of Representatives. 

(3) During that same period, I did a variety of things, 

getting many different types of experience--experi,ence 
t' 

that cannot be obtained by staying in Washington·as a 

Congressman: I �as a naval officer, an engineer, a. 

teacher, a businessman, a farmer, a state senator, 

and a governor. I lived in all parts of the country. 

I worked with all types of people--not just other 

Congressmen. And while I was governor of Georgia, 

I was adrnin�stering a state government--exactly the 

same duty that Woodrow Wilson and Fr.anklin D. Roosevelt 

had right before they as.sumed the Presidency. 
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(4) So I think I have had a different type of experience 

than Mr. Ford--not an experience which sheltered me 

from non-politicians but also not an experience 

devoid of political and management training. If my· 

Republican opponent's experience had been so valuable, 

why is he unable to get along with Congress, to restore 

the economy to the shape Mr. Nixon found it in 1968, 

to give a sense of direction to the government. Herbert 

Hoover and Mr. Nixon also had abundant Federal experience 

before they became President; and I don't think their 

records show that years of experience translates into 

good government and sound·leadership. 

(5) We need more concern about moving the country �orward; 
(' 

I am prepared to get the country moving again. My 

opponent's "�xperience" has tied him to the past, and 

I think he wants to keep us right where we.are. 
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Major Accomplishments 

{a) �asic Question 

Public opinion polls show that a_l though you have 

been in office over 2 years, many Americans are 
unable to name any major accomplishments by your· 
Administration. What do you consider the major 
accomplishments of your Administration and why do 
you think so many Americans are apparently unaware 
of them� 

{b) Basic Ford Response 

(1) I have taken affirmative action in these 
major areas and have been affective in all three: 
I have restored trust to the White House and faith 
in the presidency; I have turned the eGonomy around 
and moved it toward prosperity: and I have achieved 
the nation's first peace in over 15 years. 

. 

(2) The· first two of those directly concern the 
subject matter for this debate: 

(a) Trust - When I assumed offi�e, the presi­
dency was in disrepute; the nation had lost 
faith in it� national leaders aftd institutions; 
and there was a lack of confidence in the 
nation's future. That has all been changed as 
a result of actions I have taken. I restored 
integrity to the White House by being candid 
with the American people, by being open with 

,_ 

them� and my insisting that my staff and advisor: 
follow the same· priorities. As. a result of 
this, Americans are again confident about the 
nation's future and are again able to trust 
their national leaders and institutions. 

(b) Economy- When I
' assumed tiffice, inflation 

was 12%, the economy was going into a recession, 
unemployment·was increasing, and productivity 
was at a standstill. I have.followed a steady 
and even course in handling these problems, and 
the result has been that after two yea�the 
nation in clearly on the road to prosperity. 
The economy has been turned completely around: 
inflation has been cut by more than half, more 
people are employed now than ever in the nation'� 
history, productivity is up, consumer sales 
are up, and income is up. And that has all 
been accomplished wi th.out resorting tq. the multi· 
billion dollar proposals of the Democratic 
Co�gress, such as the Humphrey-Hawkins bill. 
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(3) I think the American people are aware of these 
accomplishments. I think they do recognize 
the unvsual circumstances that I inherited and 
the subs·tantial progress that I have made. 

------c-·--··.- -- ----��--··· . ·------ ..... , .. -·�--- - -···-----·---- .. .. -:--.. -- .. -- ··-·---,-�--..,···-·· ·····---- --··--··-·--··-- --·····---· 
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MAJOR FORD ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Suggested Carter Response 

(1) Prosperity and trust are certainly desirable traits; 

and I have pledge to the American people that my 

Administration will take immediate steps to reach 

these goals; But I think the record is clear that 

my Republican opponent has not achieved these goals. 

(a) Prosperity 

1) By any standard the Republican management of 

the economy, whether it is over an eight year 

period or during just the last two years, has 

been an unprecendented disaster for the American 
. 

� 

people. If this is a Republican recovery I 

don't want any part of it. Let me tell you why: 

a. Isn't it true that there are 7� million 

workers unemployed today? Yes. Isn't this 

2� million more than were unemployed when 

Mr. Ford took office two years ago? Yes. 

b. Isn't it true the unemployment rate today 

is 7.9%? Yes. Isn't this a higher unemployment 

rate than we've had at any time under any other 

President since the Great Depression? Yes. 



-�-

\ 

c-�-·:; 
"---...:,...·�·· 

r=-, 
�; 

(b) 

-101-

c. Isn't it true that the 1968 dollar is today 

worth only 61¢? Yes. Isn't t9day's inflation 

rate of 6% greater than the rate we've had at any 

time between the Korean War and the inauguration 

of Richard Nixon? Yes. 

d. Isn't it true that ·the average worker's weekly 

paycheck is worth less today than it was in 1968? Yes. 

e. _Isn't it true that there are fewer private non-

farm jobs today than when Mr. Ford took office? Yes. 

·f. Isn't it true that housing starts today are lower 

than they were when Mr. Ford took office? Yes. 
I' 

Trust 

1) I do not think Mr. Ford's record in restoring trust 

is any better than it is in restoring prosperity: 

a. Appointments are still being made from the same 

tired old faces that served Mr. Nixon. 

b. Appointrnents are still being made of individuals 

clearly unqualified or with clear conflicts-of-interest. 
For example: Andrew Gibson, �EA; Thomas Longshore, TVA 

c. Financial disclosure has not been ordered for 

Executive Branch officials. 
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d. Executive Privilege is still being used with 

abandon. 

e. Sunshine has still not been ordered for Cabinet 

Departments. 

f. The appearance is widespread that governmental 

decisions, in the primaries and now, are being made 

solely on th e basis of politics rather than the 

public interest. 

(2) In my Administration, steps will be immediately taken to 

truly re-establish trust in the government. When I tell 

the American people trust has been restored, I will be 

able to prove it: 

a� Executive Br�nch officials will have to-make financial 

disclosure. 

b. Individuals with conflicts of interest will not be 

appointed. 

c. Sunshine will be _ordered for the Cabinet Departments. 

-a. All government decisions will be made only in the 

public interest. 

, 
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(3) General Remarks 

Mr. Ford often excuses his record of nonaction by pointing 

to the difficult. situation which he inherited from hi� predecessor, 

Mr. Nixon. It is true that Mr. Ford took office under traumatic 

circumstances. 

But for a creative leader, that would have been an opportunity -­

not an impediment. 

The fact is that there is no reform to make government honest, 

open, and accountable, which could not have been adopted had 

Mr. Ford truly desired reform. There are no measures to move 

our economy off dead center that the people and Congress would 

not have supported with enthusiasm -- had Mr. Ford wanted to move, 

,-� and had the confidence and vision to propose a direction. 
( ' � 
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Other Presidents -- Roosevelt, Truman, Johnson, f� example 

came into office in trying times. The nation then cried out 

for leadership. And they got it. Franklin Roosevelt told the 
- . 

nation that the only thing it had to fear was fear itself. ·.And 

he proved he was right, with action. Mr. Johnson too� office 

in the dark night of John Kennedy's murder. He used that opportunity 

to pass the Civil Right� Act of 1964 a:ad to pass the 1964 Tax 

cut -- which experts are all now agreed was the most brilliant 

and successful economic policy measure instituted since World 

War II. 

We have to look upon the day in which Mr. Ford responded 

to the challenges of August 1974 from that perspective • .  The 
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people must judge which of Mr. Ford's actions then operated 

to increase public confidence, to restore public confidence 

in government and society -- and which· of his initial moves 

·operated to decrease confidence still further. 

�·· 


