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The Glenn trail to the Senate, how­
ever, was rocky: An accident knocked 
him out of his first campaign, Howard 
MetZenbaum knocked him out of the 
second, and he won in a runaway on 
the third try; So convincing was the 
victory that on elei;tion night he re­
ceived inordiilate coverage for a state 
campaign-and network commentators 
were calling him a presidential possi­
bility. 

Despite the recognition factor, the 
fame and the. Ike-like image,. however, 

John Glenn thr. politician has yet to 
coi:ne shining through. He ran an es­
sentially issueless campaign, and just 

"what Glenn the national politician . 
stands for is still unclear. ,/ 

But the presidential predictions con I 
tinue. He has done nothing to arrei.t 
the talk other than to repeat-and re­
peat-that he only wants to be "the 
best Senator Ohio ever had." He did 
nothing to discourage the distribution 
of cards in Kansas City (at the Demo­
crats' mid-term convention) proclaim­
ing, "Glenn f~ Presj,g,ep~~:JI! .. ':Jackson 
and Glenn in '76." . . . . · · .; . . - , - . 

ls he indeed neaded for the White 
House? . Give him :18 months and a 
pretty respectable -record in the Sen­
ate, which won't be easy to compile 
and he could conceivaoly end up 0~ 
the bottom of someone's ticket in 1976 · 
It's ~ cinch that when the presidenttai 
candidate has to scrub a Wichita 
spe~ch, Glenn wouldn't be a bad back­
up man. 

Give him six years and a solid rec­
ord, and Glenn's chances might be 
even bette~-.. He'll have a record, plus 
the recogrution. That's as optimistic as 
the Glenn people can or should get to­
day, for when you reach that point in a 
po~itic~ career, the odds begin tO 
s~mg ·m peculiar ways. Glenn knows 
this and that's · why he sticks to · his 
statement about being "the best sena-
tor Ohio ever had." · 

.'!'here's time to judge whether the 
s.tatement is prophecy or propaganda. 
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Claiming the Congress has n_ow 

devised a "very good alternative 
plan" in the area of conserving 
energy, GleM warned that a "hard· 
headed. confrontation" between 
Congress and Ford eould endanger th~ . 
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dangerous profession," Greene· jibed 
after the Georgia faithful presented 
him and his wife an appreciation pla· 
que. "One week you're on the cover of 
TIME. The next week you're doing it." 

Mrs. Greene issued.in a brief speech 
a call for women's rights, noting, "A 
woman's place is in the lfouse-and 
the Senate." ·. ·.:~··~"{. '.:'/ ·-: · · . ·. 

Marge Thurman; the state party's 
"chairperson," called the substantial 
turnout a "tribute" to the state's top 
two elected offidals: Gov. George 
Busbee and Lt. Gov. Zell Miller, both 
of whom captured s.weepin g 
Democratic victories against 
Republican opposition.last November. 

"I never knew there were so many 
Democrats with $50 left," marveled 
Ms. Thurman ·who was fighting 
laryngitis. 

The banquet hall itself had hosted· 
Democratic celebrations before. It 
was here that Gov. Busbee's faithful 
workers gathered on election nights 
last summer and fall to rejoice earn-

. ing a bir~in the Democratic guber­
natorial .·runoff, winning the party's 
nomination; and finally celebrating his 
general election victory. 

Virtually every Georgia Democrat 
of note attended the affair, including 
Sen. Sam NuM, Atlanta U.S. Rep. 
Andrew Young, the rest of the Demo-

cratically controlled congressional 
delegation, Atlanta Mayor Maynard 
Jackson. There were· former gover­
nors: Ernest Vandiver. ·earl Sanders, 
and Jimmy Carter. who hosted a hos­
pitality SUlte and IS now a presidential 
.candidate. 

It was a night oi one liners and unity. 
"You'.re news and I'm not," Sen. 

Herman Talmadge told Glenn at a 
press conference .. "I'm old hat now. 
TQey've been intei:viewing me for 25 
years." · ·- · 
.. Talmadge, who Mrs. Thurman 
described as being "only as far away 
as you_r telephone," _introduced Sen. 
Glenn. ··' · · · · 

"John Glenn is the most traveled 
·member of the United States Senate," 
Talmadge chortled in his plodding 
voice. "He's the only man ever to go 
around the world three times at tax­
payers' expense-even before he 
became a United States senator." 

House Speaker Tom Murphy, one of 
the many seasoned political veterans 
in atteifdance, took the event in stride. 
During a pre-dinner VIP reception for 
Glenn, Murphy sat quietly in a comer 
ch.air and chatted with a couple of 
legislators. · 

"Would something like this play in 
Bremen?" one reporter asked 
Murphy,. referring to the lawmaker's 
hometown. ...._ . . .. 
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h lthV contingent of Cobb 
" ~:15 a'ttending a ~·50-a-plate par-

~~raiser in Atlanta Tuesday night· 
~ard Ohio sen. John Glenn urge com­
~r:·mise between th~ Congress. a~d 
While House in savmg the nations 
energy problems. .. · 

Glenn. a former astronaut who 
became in 1962 the first American to 
orbit the earth. blasted President 
Gerald Ford's energy program and 
claimed it would drastically raise the 
C"ost of living and badly hurt the poor. 

"The President's hard line on the 
energy question has generated con­
siderable opposition in Congress," the 
5:1-vear·old freshman senator said. 
· ·Tiir President's program raises costs 
and is fraught with economic 
hazards." 

• 
Claiming the Congress has now 

devised a "very good alternative , 
plan.. in the area of conserving '. 
energy, Glenn warned that a "hard- " 
headed confrontation" between · 
Congress and Ford could endanger the 
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dangerous profession,·· Greene jibed 
after the Georgia faithful presented 
him and his wife an appreciation pla­
que. "One week you're on the cover of 
TIME. The next week you're doing it." 

Mrs. Greene issued in a brief speech 
a call for women's rights, noting, "A 
woman's place is in the House-and 
the Senate." · · · 

Marge Thurman, the state party's 
"chairperson," called the substantial 
turnout a "tribute" to the state's top 
two elected officials: Gov. George 
Busbee and Lt. Gov. Zell Miller, both 
of whom captured sweeping 
Democratic victories against 
Republican opposition last November. 

"I never knew there were so many 
Democrats with $50 left," marveled 
Ms. Thurman who was fighting 
laryngitis. 

The banquet hall itself had hosted 
Democratic celebrations before. It 
was here that Gov. Busbee's faithful 
workers gathered on election nights 
last summer and fall to rejoice earn­
ing a birtj>-·in the Democratic guber­
natorial runoff, winning the party's 
nomination, and finally celebrating his 
general elecUon victory. 

Virtually every Georgia Democrat 
of note attended the affair. including 
Sen. Sam Nunn. Atlanta U.S. Rep. 
Andrew Young. the rest of the Demo-

cratically controlled congressional 
delegation. Atlanta Mayor Maynard 
Jackson. There were· former gover­
nors: Ernest Vandiver. Carl Sanders. 
and Jimmy Carter. who hosted a hos­
pitality smte and 1s now a presidential 
candidate. 

It was a night oi one liners and unity. 
"You:re news and I'm not," Sen. 

Herman Talmadge told Glenn at a 
press conference. "I'm old hat now. 
Ti)ey've been interviewing me for 25 
years." 

Talmadge, who Mrs. Thurman , 
described as being "only as far away 
as your telephone," introduced Sen. 
Glenn. · 

"John Glenn is the most traveled , 
member of the United States Senate," 
Talmadge chortled in his plodding 
voice. "He's the only man ever to go 
around the world three times at tax- · ( 
payers' expense-even before he 
became a United States senator." 

House Speaker Tom Murphy, one of 
the many seasoned political veterans 
in atterfdance, took the event in stride. 
During a pre-dinner VIP reception for 
Glenn, Murphy sat quietly in a corner 
chair and chatted with a couple of 
legislators. 

"Would something like this play in 
Bremen?" one reporter asked 
Murphy, referring to the lawmaker's 
hometown. 
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. Glenn was launched into herodom from -

I 
I 
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Sky islilJlit, • 
for politici8:~ 
·John Glenn 

_ · HE IS GE1"rING. there. _ _some Demo. the same spot 13 years ago.. . . ;. ' erats regard him as the star of. the fresh-
! -GLENN, IT IS clear, Is ~t like ihe : man class. "He has shoWribe-'IS''willing to· 

-, b"t college football star who_ survives on; the : put in the time and do his hoinew_ork/; Could astronaut or z ' m...,..,, of'""' one splnedUi •• , when ' .! .............. "He doem't nimd long 
· h •t H se? he intercepted a pass in the rina1 mm- - .··, hours. And he listens and you don't get ' into the W Z e OU • - oruJ ,,. ;i ~•cit 1.,. , loUChdow.. . oenarora willing t• listen evecy doy. ". io•' ·,.. · "*. • · : •"He does not dailyforidle the memory This man of ."jets and rockets, \tho 

;_ -~-y Harry Kelly - _. · •_,_:_ . of Feb. 20, 1962-altho. It's always there,_ spent most of his life in the_ discipline.of 
' in the· questions of the youngsters w.bff . the Marines, is a little cranky about the <••~ '""""~ ""~ d · .Wt the oopftaL.. • • the thunderous! ' .iow untidy poce of the U.S. Senate. :'.oc: 
WASHINGTON-He Is 

8 

blue-eye b.lastof the rocket;: the stee_ p climb, ,alid; ' Would he like to change anythi.rig? 
· I d American dream · · · a •· ' f ll th· · try ·- d .... · · · "S "·he says· "Many things· ""ou 'de-· -.sponge Woll Mitty lontosr '"' Y · e """Y ,...,, ·•n 'P!as.\ • ., ,, .. • w-e, · . · •· .. , 

. walking, ~lkingmbatfl e~ier wi"th a chest· down. It ·wasn'tso routine then. .>.:~~~~ _ ._ .· 'plore the inertia,_ _for o_ne thin_g. YQu_(f 
M rme co · · · -·- · · - · · · · ·· . . .: like to see an ability to get things thru . 

. . . a a I ·,"Yeah, I.Jhink a~ut it· quite.·oft~'.';:, ,, ! ' "·•a lot.faster/.The New Hamn_~"-;·~ e.. ... -thin .. g._. ful of decoratons. . - - Glenn admits, ·.'not m any_ selfagran_ diZ"_ --_. - _"t.:·, _.

1 

.. _ --- ~ ,._ 
h b ed the skies '~[the lingering effort to seat a.sertaL(JrL _He'• , "''' pilot.w o. ~ fin<t U.Ut.d ; "ing woy, but - of the f.ct •I'm · . and """"'' legi~otioo that •hould ha!' 

;',.;';,"',~:' .. ".:t""~ ~;bit ,.., eorth ",;.d :!,.".!: •b~ut il • oJmost '01:~ ~~F ' ... · ;. ~"" • r.i:." ond • boll .'': ~ ·~i 
-·' the jllllior senator from Ohio · · · ' • ... :· • · As he talks his eyes riarro.w behincUda. ·;;·:; . . . ·~we are. overinertiaized [s1cl some-:_ .. · 

that may not be •II. . · gold-fr•med pilot g1,,..,. ruid hl8 llltgen• . '" .. · i .. tlm ... Yollj"'1 "'" o.f: gril..Y,~O~"j 
Wiathnysounceh o~~;Y~~~gl~~~ °Jofu~11fn!tt: ~'-·_''-.-. . , l:i~:te~~ t~~ i~~:~ c~~e~:1=a~~~~-------.· - .-· :· ;;•·~-and go at 'e~/;\:;:-. :;~::•_:, . W~'·:-• J:;'.(~A~ . 

can . 'd t at eas ,,. · ·. · · ··- . . . GLENN HAS cosponsored. an eff(lr(tcj., . _ ( 54', from _becoml? ng Pr_ es! en ' . u·--~---~_.,· __ -: __ '·'_·_ - _···: .... ,So, it stays very fresh_in my· mem_ o-_,-~ .• •• ' ' " ' " '. ' f th 'Se' t· l .•. 

· --- ,,. ·, · ':bring some ,order 9ut o . _ e ; _na es··•, 
V

ice President. . . , .l"'" '>· iry. . · .. · · ___ ,_: .. __ .-.-.. .-·.:.,· .•- co' ..,..,;ttee ·str·ucture · "'hich over'"""-· ·-•-: - ything else any-•"';c•-<:.:.-.-_ ·'! ·_ . · 1 .• •·:c:·,-c:.; .. _~ -.~.: . ........, . • .·"' · - . ~ -, ~ .... :"Il I'm pick~ for an eeause I was·:~'.'Ifi~~::' THE FLIGHT WAS almost' pe~':: ·; . .<:_,like a staCltof'jfa:ricakis. ·~--:: ;:---;-~;'.~,-~--.. ,:, 
time, I want ''· ~ lbekn~w how to d<i ;..,,.,,,,., ""'"''"' K""'edy phmed • medaJ·~,\';i,' ·'i"l~f,_.C''·:t< .. "_-__ ... , - :-',j,~Jy:~:/~~J, doing the ~st 6° Se ate] _ and rm not ; -~~'1 him~ Congress held a joint sessionLtQ'.•.: ;;.) 
right here [ID t e n 'side trying to.--~ ·,,3%\ Mar the new hero. The ticker-tape JJ!l•Y.~:~_.; 

_ ~ning around_ the ~o:~e and there,'::_c,,~(:;'.';/; rade on Broadway was a~ big as IAD~:;:;Lj 
_ build up bro_wru~ polD ven voice. "l'lll · ··\.'.) bergh's. And Glenn remams one of the ; . -~ :, , ·:) 

--,. . liays Glenn m J?s _flat, fe · nor shirkmg . :·;·'~tl few astronauts almost everyonir can : 
'.': neither campaignmg or , .':name - · . · -. · • · - -

, •.from whatever happens." · ! · · · . . Tho.se who watched hlm co~~ into ihe ; 
· 1IN OTHER words, John Glenn is not a . Senate last January and WQndered·if he i. 

, ' --·" . kin violet. He is what teacher~ . . would be only an_ empty suit of clothes : 
··*ID f t~eir favorite pupils-"well m?b- ' are now satisfied that Glenn. is one of 88

~~,, Or what football coac~es ~e · th~ few ~liticians who doesn't need a 
va · Allen say of their favorite ~ne- . daily ego fix. , . : , 
George -"a winner." Or what Manne~ · One has an explanation: "John has 
b_acke;sone another-"a hard charger. '. ~ had all the national adulation a·man can 
spy .

0 

ffice there are a · . get. Most of the politicians feed on this 
: In Glenn's Senate 

0 
st· color pictures , ' kind of adulation, to ·the distraction· of. 

few momentos of the P~ight. and NASA ': doing the really hard work needed for 1 

of his _M~rc':? r:~~!ques. But they are,, I -"' ~ good public ,policy,- But ~~~·1*t:~t1Je'. 
~d M•nn• ~ Tbe ""1v" right behind. 'e'', """'"and~-- eof. "J.at lie...... ~\;:\'•~_~-.:_._-: __ ·'..-; ___ 7t_:_=--~.:_: __ -.'~;; .. on the far wa i t empty as if waiting.:j ,:-,::1 now IS to be liilten ~!riQ~l.Y.'.', .oit:3.i.i.,;,;., ,. :'. --... ~- ~ 
'~~~~ m,;.:Phi" oi new =0

;;; ~;;j ·- · ' '., ~ ":'~7\\: ·oi :;~~L~tJ;\;j} 

·E£~~;·~~~~ · Ch1c~g~'~,;:::i1~.~~!i11~W 
... -· o- I · · <i;-,,,~;,~~~tr~~lic,1 

~.!....: .... ..:. _.: ___ ••. 
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When he speaks of'thls 'iie sounds horl- \ 
estly scandalized, as'' 'If he 'were witness- \ 
ing. a labOr slowdoWn . over who puts 
which bolts on a Saturn rocket: 

"You sit in caucus :a·nd watch these 
old-tim~rs here fuss and' fume and fight 1 

over little procedural matters where : 
~eir_ ji.u'i~c?on is. J:>eitig. stepped ·on :

1 

3ust a hair, J~t. ·a ~tiny b1t~instead of ·· \ 
everybody think.mg, 'GOd, the· country , 
needs this and sure, take it and do it I 
. and Tll; take the next one:' They're very \ 
protective of their jurisdictions. Now · \ 
that needs to be chang¢/' -. . . : ::\ 

Glenn won electfon to the. Senate by a:~ -
landslide, and is considered a ht)t prci~~~· 
erty by politicarscouts. A few weeks ago.;' 

. -~Louis Harris poll.reported that a ticket :'. 
- of Sen. Edward Kennedy [D,, ~ass.l and/:: · 

Glenn would .shade President Ford and:."'·\· 
Vice President Rockefeller. ; , :; .. >. ;;J;··,~1 ': ._ -; 

Se~. H~nry Jackson [D., ,Wash.];· :F~ .,,- • 
Presidential candidate . _as well as~-:.· . · -, 
Glenn's chairman on the Interior Com~ ;: 

... mit~ee •. has been giving him special at~···.-:'. 
tention. _ . , _ • · '· -, ,\ ·~;'.·>, 
· · He has even let freshman Glenn'baii~ -· 
dle some legislation on the floor; -' · ; ;t:: 

' . A,nd there are those who '~uld lik~·.· 
(;lenn to be Ohio's Favorite Son. It woUld 
be a way of locking up the delegation.··» 

• But he doesn't seem to like the idea '/!?y/ 
much. _ ·, _, ";.:.~::;.: 

"The pros and fue cons of it come out' .
0 

p~etty much against it," he says; tap..: 
· ping the ends of his fingers. "The pluses. . 

are yo~ have a chance ofiteeping t~. ·;,! 
delega~1on together ... but going thif' : 

·route 1s also sort of. a throwback to·. the :' 
'politics of. the ;1:>ast which we are triiri1·.·;;, - · · 
to·get away from." . - , .,:\~/; • 

.1· 

:-· ·)N ADDITION to having to ratse m~~> 
... ey and run in the primary, _Glenn note& ' 
· _ he would have to swear he was·'indeed a 

candidate. If he did that, some other 
· _ ~te like Oregon would puf his name on 
' , we ballot. So he would have tc> tell. the 

people in Oregon he~was honestly n<it a . ·- ,, 
can<l;idate. while he was telliilg the· peo-·, ~ ~; -.·, 
ple m Ohio he,.lwnestly·was; That kind 1 
of "cross-country ,duplicity," he says; :is 
more than he wants to swallow. ./\ _ 

Glenn -eiplains ··_his ·oddS-defying .~s~ < 
cess as mainly due to 1uck:: , ,/,/,.>. 

If he hadn't stayed in the Marines 
after Wor4i war II he might not have ' , -. 
fl.own a> jet over Korea -and Shot down .. 
three·Migs; if he·hadn'fbeen m-.Korea ' ' 
ti~ wouldn't nave had ·a chance at test : 
~lot's; sch.~k~~d- i!'. it. hadn't been fl)~·.·: ... . 

. ~t!St. P!lota 'ScbOOl ie·wouldn't~have en- : · ... I 
_ .tet'.ed tbt~-~~~~~i~Jlv-----· .~ .. 

,_ I 

Chicago Triti~ne.'\fiednesd•Y· July 23. _ 1975 --\ 

----- - - -·· - ·- - . 
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}hhi'.i Glenn's. Lift-Off 
. . .. _--'-__ _ 

Thirteen years ago today-on Febru· 
ary 20, 1ooi-..:.rohn Glenn became the 
first American to orbit the Earth. Now 
a bona fide American folk hero, he has 
just begun his first term in the United 
States Senate and already there are 
those pushing his presidential candi· 
dacy. 

What followed Glenn's flight 13 
· years ago was truly remarkable: Pres.i­
dent Kennedy pinned a medal on his 
chest, Cong.ress listened to his words 
in a joint session, a ticker-tape par~de 
in New York City was as big as Lmd­
be~h's, he was mobbed everywhere on 
an overseas goodwill trip, he was suc­
cessful in business and, after a few 
rough experiences, was convincingly 
electied to the Senate. The Glenn name 
has ~rown, not diminished, in the 
year~ since his Friendship 7 mission. 
Ask t'be man on the street to name two 
or three astronauts and he'll invariably 
start with Glenn. Or just ask him if he 
knows who John Glenn is-and the 
recogi:rition factor is sorpething politi· 

' clans dream about but seldom achieve. 

The writer is a Washington com· 
munU:ations consultant and a for mer 
NASA official. 

That l'Glenn above all ·his colleagues 
· ·sholild enierge as No. 1 is no surprise 

to those 1of us who, as reporters, saw 
him introduced to the nation as one of 
the origil!lal seven U.S. astronauts. He 
was already the press' favorite -
friendly, .confident, modest, helpful, 
hardworkilll.g, capable. He was the old· 
est of the group, a war hero, and had, 
in 1957, sat a transcontinental speed 
record. · 

Glenn was surrounded by ·.men of 
equal · ·backiground.,.-mid-American 
smalltowne~;.fig·hter pilots; test pilots, 
high achievers,· military. The others, 
for varying reasons, didn't clock as 
well with the media and, consequently, 
the public. 'Ilhere was Alan Shepard, 
for instance. Bonnie Angelo of News­
day (now at 'l'ime magazine) described 
him at the tiI!lle ·as a man who walked 
about posing as 1f a photographer 

'might leap from behind some pot~ed 
plant to take his picture for a ~ife 
cover. Capable Wally Shirra, described 
by Michael Coilins in his book as "old 
ho ho " was stand-offish. Gus Grissom, 
later tragically : lost in the Apollo 204 
fire, was the piature of competence but 
·was also aloof. Deke Slayton, whom 
· the record wil'i eventually show to 
have been one. of the two or three 
most talented cnstronauts, appeared as 
a loner. Gordon Cooper was a good-na· 
tured maverick:. Scott Carpenter, 
blessed with a tillerited and beautiful 
wife, was unimpressive with the media. 

, 

i 

first of a new and even heroic breed of 
men who have enormous responsibility 
of serving as symbols of the nation's 
future." 

As a reporter for the Knight newspa­
pers at the time of . Glenn's orbital 
flight, my stories appeared in th.e Mi­
ami Herald, which was circulated at 
Cape Canaveral. One day shoi'tly be­
fore flight a public affairs officer told 
me that Glenn had spent the day run­
ning on the beach and "playing with 
sea turtles." 

I was astonished on the night before 
the flight to re~eive a call from Glenn 

' i 
i 

i 

i 
·\ ,, 
·I 
.. 

.) 
.. :J 

. Glenn did indeed stand out among; 
the standouts: ae .. trained diligently; 
his . flight · wa8 ~Jiear.-._.perfect · in 
execution; he tiu;ew himself with gusto 
into the fledgling . NAsA organization 
(which did everything twice) and was a 
.team man. He made no waves, yet he 
'remained his OWn person. In the as­
'semblage of brilliant technicians, 
Glenn was both a cooperative worker 
and a builder. 

So strongly did the press feel about· 
Glenn that when Shepard was selected 
to be the first American in space, some 
reporters openly' expressed their· 
strong displeasure. to top NASA offi·. 
cials. Glenn, they ·said, should be the 
first and they fe!t "their" hero had 
been bypassed. i • 

There was a mixture, in those early 
days; of Glenn's hieing trumpeted by 
the press· and his ollwn awareness·tba:u .. 
image was importaDt.. . · , .. , ~-~-

In the introduation to the atsro- ·· 
nauts' own ·book, "We Seven," John 
Dille wrote (in 196Z.), "He (Glenn) has 
also portrayed the ' most consciously 
thought-out image! of what an 
'astronaut' should . be and how he 
should behave-both in private and in 
public--0f any of hit;; colleagues. It is 
John's firm conviction that the astro­
nauts are not simply seven experi­
enced test pilots, bu~.:._that they are the 

ill. my room at the Holiday Inn. He was 
upset. ., 
. "Don't you know," he said with some 
anguish,''that it is a federal offense to 
disturb turtle-nesting places on the 
coast?" 

Then he took me to task for leaving 
the impression that he might have dis­
turbed this balance of ·nature and he 
wanted a clarification· in _the next day's 
paper-the day of the lift-off. He got 
it, but there seemed to be more impor- . 
tant things to file that day. -

The Kennedys apparently sensed a 
special something in Glenn. He was 
the ·only astronaut to become close to 
the President and his family. When the 
question of an astronaut · Life Maga­
zine contract iwas under discussion -
which Glenn and the other six astro­
nauts favored-it was Glenn who 
locked it up one water-skiing weekend 
with the Kennedys. On a Monday 
there appeared a picture of Glenn· on \ 
water skis with Jackie Kennedy next. ; 
to him. There was no more discussion . "' 
on whether or not a contract should be · 
signed. At Robert Kennedy's Hickory 
Hill, Glenn was ever-present and was 

· usually Ethel Kennedy's featured 
guest. 
·.:-Of all the calls on astronauts for 
Personal ' appearances, autographed 
photographs, etc., the demands O-!}_ ; 
Glenn.far exceeded the rest. So heavy 
was that demand and so time-consum­
i~g for Glenn that he was the only 
NASA astronaut-until Neil Arm­
strong-who needed and got special 
personnel just to deal with his mail. 

·I know of one NASA official stopped 
for speeding in a nearby Virginia com­
munity who got off without a fine 
when the judge agreed to drop the 
ticket. The "payoff'' · was an auto­
graphed John Glenn photograph. 
· . When Glenn· decided to leave the 
NASA program (and also resign his 
Marine Corps commission), most of us 
thought his fling in business would be 
short-lived. Everything indicated that 
he was headed for politics. He greatly 
admired John and Robert Kennedy 
and public service in the Senate 
seemed to be consistent with what he 
considered an already launct ;,d public 

·-· .·.·.· 
/:..'~.~: .. 
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Washington. 

it· trediellifo~ ""tacttca1 -.~ 
der. ~···!:'·.,1~. '· f"" ·'·'.I!:• 
" When the chips were dowri I 
Glenn retaliated for GilliJ·~ 
gan·s behavior by not being· 
~(!ry available to campaign··' 
with the up-to-then ·. mucl~ ~ 
~ted governor. · t. ~· ,. 
· ·Glenn took all 88 Oh10 
counties while Gilligan lost: 
~ .bid for re~lection and: 

. 10$t:biS"cflilnce. to:be 8: nomi-r 

(.:;~e~_,,fot" preside~t ·~t least ;m 
p Jhe foreseeable future. ' 

liMl!:.S-UNlUN AND, JOURNAL, JACKSONVILLE, . ' 

~.. " ~ r: .... -.:.:. ··~ . ~--

}''SHE HAS a stutter, which 
:sM is · trying to overcome, 
· 'thiJ,t causes great pauses .in 
. her conversatidri. In intro-
. ducirig herself recently_ to .. 
someone, she said her first · 

Fname easily and ther) there 
~ was a long silence, accom­
r pllllied by a sweet smile. Fi­
~" nally she said perfectly, 
. '.'I'm sorry, but I cant say 
>.my•Iast name." The way.she 
· .· did it, being unable to say 
J ·her last name didn't seem to . 

be a bit important. 

-- Last year · he demonstrat­
ed, With rio question, that he 
has learned . a lot about poli-

: tics, as the downed John 
! Gilligan can attest. ·. . 

THE FUTURE •. of course, 
' ·iS ·not clear. As a person he 
is very attractive, straight­

. forward· 'and easy to know. 
·He. appears very.· unassum­
ing. . Old frjends say that 
that hasn't always been th~ 
case·..:.. that either age, or 
pa~t: defeats, has brought 
him· a.new modesty. 

• . M~ny people feel that Sen. 
·Henry Jackson, D-Wash., 
. who announced his formal 
.· candidacy for the presidency 
last week, will seek Glenn 
as his vice-presidential can­
didate, in the event Jackson· 
r:eceives the n.omination. 

Jackson is regarded in 
.Washington as shrewd, but 

: Insincere. Observers feel 
' that . Jackson, or people 
around him may realize, 
that if he is nominated he 

· could use a large dose of 
, sincerity, especially from 
. Ohfo. 

But those decisions are a 
· long way off and very indef­
inite at this time. 

Meanwhile, many con­
cerned Democrats are keep­
ing a careful eye on John 

I Glenn and hoping that he 
will ''.emerge." 
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HOW SWEET IT IS - Ohio's Senator John Glenn met with several•huridred ;-.,~_··congratulations· to' Glenri are Nap0leon Bell'(lower left), Robert ~;-.,, 
friends from home cit a private reception. in Washington following his:swearing-frr · . · ··Chillicothe, and Nelson Lancione, Franklin County Democratic chairman d · 

Tuesday afternoon. His· mother-in-law, Mrs. Homer Castor (top left) and sister-in-· . . -early sUpporter of Glenn's candidciey. City Councilman and Mrs. John P., 
low Mrs. Jone Hosey'also dreeted international UAW rqpresentaiive-Bob Kopp .. ·. •' . (lower right) 'were"among the large contingent of..Columbusites who,;~ 
Ethel _Keii_nec:fY ~<tJ?P ... ,g,9hQ~ ~dow of Robert Kenn~. · st~pped ·by ~lie · · Washiilgt0n-Tu~sday for the fe.stivitiesc~lebratirig Glenn'.s ~fficial entry~ 
recepti1 .. ~,,~~~{1ijg~f'~'. ~~nn, .. an ol~· f(J'.'1,1ly friend. Offering '.. Senate. (P_h_()':. b~ C~J ~hotographer 01.ck Garrett) '::.:~1!;'.;.·.:_r: ·:· -

. -~ .. ,,~ .·-::.;~ .. :i~~?~~,- ·~- . - --·- --.-· 
--.... ~~ 

..... ~ .r ....... · -- .. ~-
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· TUESDAY; J,\11.1401'75 . 'F;• Ci!U;~~lru• llispat;h . 8:f i~ . ~~ . 

---·-.. _lisrm·rn·m· - · Gleull·· .·.- ·' 

NoWls 
:;c;·_·'.~:Senator i ....... .. 

. • ~ .. :··Glenn said he wants to 
~ · · :-'. c <!PPl:Y l_lis scienti fie and tech-

. ;fWl,QgiCal expert[se. to the <::.:.'.;;:,Ex-Astronaut 
· <~_ .:Calls Ef!ergy 
· '., ·«His Chief Goal 

.. : ~.i>,roblem-.of meetmg the na­
···:' : ·.·;lion's .• eoergy _·demands .. He 
l • f~id cfailure to . meet .that 

· :a.ilfto~}~rniaP,i,d,1~ ~<>u.1~.·cause 
'· · · ''.'lli;!Vere:::~onomit\.1Clr1s1s. and "·.·· ..; . :·r 

• :~'\i;'.;~,-WASHINdfo.N. ,(Jf>1i· 
·.John Glenn was- formally 
inducted infooffke as Ohio's 
newest senator Tuesday af­

. ter the new. Congress coir-
vened. ·' · .. , 

l. The pioneer astronaut. 
who was elected on his third 
bid for a Senate seat. actually 

.. was sworn in and assumed 
·~ .. hls'o(fice-pri0r to\Christmas 
' tO gain senlority'aner iilcwrt­

. -:~'.bent sen. Howard M. Metzen­
_''.)nuim; I?-Ohi.o. agre:ed to re­
. ·,- s_fgn,early,: •. •· .:· ,•'.: ; ... ; . . ~: ·,., 

,, 0 ,, .. (i)~E~N, 53, C!_l"e_\\'.~noticeas 
~ .. _possible Democratic timber 
{ ·:when ·he ·defeated· · Metzen­
<' tfaum ·iri: th·e Ohio primary 
i. and th'en scored a la'ndslide 
'_,. victory in',.Ncivember -over 
~>Republican Cleveland Mayor 
? '.'.~Ip~· ~~rk:_ .. ·:> -" . \ , : . • . 
!: .: .. ..,.··· ·'· ·-'··' ...... "; .. _ · ... • ... . 
• ·.:•:,The .pipe,smoking · Glenn 
::.-:said· in: his:. rather barr.en 
i .. ·~na.te~.i>.ffice.tti'~t ·his iri~jor 
.. · goaFas a Jreshirian senator 
• will be to help develop sound 
· energy policies and halt what 

.. ~.''iaded .. tliatsuch. crises have . 

-~1~}[~~~~~·~~~1;~~:~.~~:, 
. ,.,•,.1!'.'IFIT.·:GOES ON_. for long;­
. {iM ~aid~'."we·rti goingJ~J-1ave 

' .• an awful· lot of people rriad in' 
I~ ,the world:.- We're ·'literally 
. playing Russian roulette with 
· the future of thecoimtry and 

the whole world." . 
1 He. disagreed with See re­
- tary of State Henry A.' Kissin-
1 ger's statement _that :the 

•·1· United States might resort to 
. force to end a 'future . oil . 

· . ; embargo. "Thaf~kindof talk 
~1 frightens me," he~a\d .. 
1
, He said he had · r~quested 

seats on the two corrimitte~s 
he feels have the greatesf · 
influence on .energy-related 
legislation. They are Interior 
and Insular Affairs and Gov­
ernment Operations. Com­
mittee assignments won't be 
announced until· later this 

·· .:. week. but Glenn said he will 
'· focus his efforts on energy 
; and food pr:oduction in any 

·it case. 

;·'-he called·:.':the Russian rou- "IT'S JUST criticar we 
- lette" of drift and wasteful- J(make, the' nght~ choi~es. in 
I - hes{ that COUid b·ring about -•'•':fhese · matters\!'• he said. 

,. ~ 

I.. wi.fr. - ; :, .. :·:; :;~·we've_ had few; ·,j~· :any;_ 
Glenn was swamped with. ·.:I"• ~people m the ~e!Ja.t~.w1th any ·.:-,,. 

'·· work -and "problems prior to • y .,.; ~ack_gr()und. m science: or §'('.' 
:· .the start ofthe session; and . "~\jtechonology;" •>, · -· '. _ ~ , ;: .. ,., 
~- .has been ·studylng"issues ; '<cAlthough he. •headei:l>an i>:'; 
:?. coming _up, I:I.e h;is been · · · Oh.io task force oil envircm~· ~·~;,• 
''-handicapE!dbf a· short staff. --:"mental protection, ·Gle~n. -;.,1 

::::; :'f'. -.His advisers are still wading , r' conceded the _government _·:~.·.--.:.:_f.8.·,,···· 
?.'5 ,.t.,, r through a pile of about 1,300 i • ''may. have to pt1ll back .O'< 

''"~:· .. i~ · applications for abqut 30 1 1· : 5ome'"on anti-pollution.regu: , ·c·.• 
''·Jc<,~/'!- staff positions. ·~ i -· 'Aations in favor of immediate. '>.·: · 

u·:·.· ·• .- · I . energy and, economic needs:· '. . ';::;'.; 
;,;;·:::\fo~l ALTHOUGH mentioned by I ''Thi"ipeople -·of. Steuben- .-::·;,_:.·.:.·~.-;··-. 
~.::.r: ;, n: some persons as a Democrat- . ' . . . . -._ . , ville,'' he .said, "they don't ., -
:·'{i·· e . i~ darkhorse, the Ohio Demo- mind ttie dirt in the streeUf ,' ~· 
··.",. n ·crat said he has no intention ·- 'i. -they; still have a ·paycheck." · 
'/lt~:';ofusing his Senate seat as a .. 
f:i;;'r;~ a:<)~ri~gboar?. into 1976 presi-· 
:·.'.:J n:},(:l~nt1al politics. . - . . ,. 

-. _-:· ,_ ·. ~'"I'm not planning any en-
. •' .~_;c;:t'fY into any pdmaries,"_he_: 

said. "I didn't come in hereto· 
·:just use this as a platform for 

._ something else." 
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·Glenn~.B,ars· 
·-· \"' 

1 
'76 Role·;as 

; , F~Vori~~~~~ 
· ·' By Abe Zaidan 

; . 

. ,,_, 
. • ; . s~~riiaJ to T!ie wa.shJiigton i>ost:. _ . 

}>COLUMBUS,· Ohlci Ai.tg. 11 
-:.sen. John IL Glenn (D-Ohio) 

· tod~Y;' f~rmally .~11led.: hiJl1self 
out as a favorite-son candidate . in next year's Ohio preSideri­

. tiar primary; bufiniiicated he 
woi.tld. ta.ke.'a spot on .the ria­

. tforial' tiCket if it we~e offered. 
· .. ,oif•m nofforeclosi.rig on"ariy~ 

thing,' the 54-year-old .former 
astronaut told a: ne)"s c9nfer­
ence.:here. "rm not rurining: ·· 
for-or from-anything.' · 

.. . Asked whether he wollid ac- • 
. cept a draft in .. the event of.. a 
deadlocked. convention, Glenn 

· replied: · .·' · '.,'.~'Compromise 
candidate? That. would be: up 
to the convention.'.. . ... ·•· . . .. 

. ' In rejecting a'fa:Vorite:son 
, role, Glenn. said, that course 
.\1.'.ould be ''.!Dconsiste1:1't• .witli 
the. ·Democratic. ·.·;Party's 
''substantiar, progress' foward 

. ()pelting up . the. politi~ai proc: 
" . ~s~~ · \~~~.·~ ·ai·Jr · Ji6~n~s~n 

.'candidacies have. traditionally 
served to. keep 'serious earl.di­

" dates from . coming · t6 "state, · 
. ·~tlius. discoi.traghig. the voters 

from Saving the opportunity 
of casting thei,r ballots for a 
candidate w.ho )night' .. o~her: 

·· '.wise come into the state and I 
. : 'campaign. T do ·001: want to 

. • discourage any: il,.~citis ca_ridi~ ·. 
, . dat'~'i~~;1-~gmng ···_.· 1n · 

' "bi ~-~:~ii-. ·'· . -
j, 

,··.:·:_._,,.· 

{. 

•n; 

. :1; ' :; . . ,~, ,;;,:~~~}:.~~:~ . . ' . : . ':: 
·: ~~; ·~~g)uidetf ... _.ij'OJth'e 
. 5!ate's·-.most:'1~fiiW :c::polffical 
figure since his record million­
vote victory• over 'Cleveiand· 
Mayor Ralph Perk lastNovem-

. ber; had beeri· i.irged by some 
~te .party. ;'officials . and 
friends to head a 'slate of 152' 
del~gates to discourage. a free' 
for-all~ in the 1976 Ohio, pri­
~a8'~ .... :~ :!,·.: :,··.~;.-:;~,'.';::·:) ~::.:· ;;:_;·:.-f:.f';:_.":_:... 
· Some' party . sources :·°kug' 

igest'ed too, that he would have 
, bee~ the ·Democrats'· best · iri2 
: su~ance against an : expected 
, Ohio·· campaign ·by . Gov; 
J George· C. :Wallace ·of<Afa­
. 1bama.·. c. ._;-;.o.~·.-.. Y .\ ··:.< ,_~! ;_, 

) Ma.ny .of the: other national 
eandid~tes·also have said they 
ar~ ser~?usl;y .~onsidering· the 
Ohio prunary. · · ·~.-.. .. , : · · 

•· st~i~. neffib~i.-atic ·ch~i;ma.n 1 
F'aul Tipps said ·he was hooe-/ 
ful of working out an . alter­
nate .Propos.al for the._ ·oth. er/" 
candidates. He is. trying .·to 
rea.ch agreement on· a' plan"-'in

1

. 
wh1ch all_. presidential candi­
dates would stay out of the .. 
state's at-large race·· for 38 ·de!- I 
egates. He said he would head . 
the unchallenged slate as a fa-

. ~orite son 1.1.s a means of assur­
. · 1~~ delegate seats for party of. 

· fmals and officeholders-"the 
people who weren't there in 
'72."- . ··'' :,:· ·::,: ...... · ..... ; .. ; 
>'.Many of :the party's brass 
were pledged .to Sen. Edmund 
s, .. Muskie in 1972 anci went 
down with .him. To. sweeten . 

. ·· the off~r to )the 1976 candi-' 
·. ~ates, Tipps said his conven­

tion slate .. · wduld . . . be 
. ''proportionately. assigned'' to 
the_ Ohio ·primary candidates · 

... · according tc;i their showings.in 
.. t~e congressional districtdele~ 

. gate•l"lll'f!ll:;~ · · · · -· . ·.: '· 
.. 4="~. ~~,.~ill· ·'· 

·~~. : ~~.'l~~\~~}:~1 · . 

.... 



John Glenn-a dark horse in th~ wings?. 
Ry Joseph D .. Rice · Mr. Strauss put Senator Glenn in a prime · While Senator Glenn receives numerous 

Special to time slot in the Democrats' July telethon and · speaking requests each day, he has spurilecL 
· The Christian Science Monitor . . was impreSsed by the. response from the. . most, preferring not to miss any Senate votes. ·' 

Columbus, Ohio viewing.audience, according to one associate Though Senator Glenn disdains political· 
Last November, when John H. Glenn was of Mr. Stra~. . . labels, mcist politicians in Ohio regard him as. 

heading to almost a 1-million-vote v!ctory "Strauss thinks John has sta~ quality, and · a tnoderate. He has oppoi.>ed sending U.S. 
over Cleveland Mayor Ralph J. Perk m the that's what the Democratic Party needs;" the. troops to Sinai; preferririg a inwtinational. 
Ohio Senate race, a television network flashed associate siad. . 'force. ·· . . . . •· .. · . ·. · 
the resuits of a poll. Mr. Glenn had talked of being a favorite-son He. bas devoted much of hiS time to the' 

That poll showed Mr. G Jenn was more candidate for president from Ohio earlier µtis. ' energy problem, · observer8 say, and hilS 
popular than President Ford_ in Ohio.. . year. But he formally dropped the}dea in . · appealed to busirie&smen wh~ tradi~ionally · 

Senator Glenn is not an announced candi- August. • vote Republican in.Ohio by preaching fiscal 
date for the presidency. But such a prospect One concern, Sides to Mr. Glenn said, was . restraint for Washington and· a balanced 
was being talked about even before he . that a favorite-son candidacy would have . budget. . · · · · •· . . . . ·_: · . ' · 
trounced Mayor Perk and is still being automatically entered the Senator's name in He asserted last 1 year his military ex­
discussed by Ohio politicians despite the state primaries where Mr. Glenn might not· perience Che is a retired Marine Corps 
Senator's repeated denials. . fare as well. co•onel) would allow him to pinpoint military 

"I'm not running for anything, and I'm not But Mr. Glenn is frequently discussed as a· waste. . · · · 
running from anything," is Senator Glenn's ·vice-presidential candidate. Unquestionably, observers note, his biggest . 
stock answer at press conferences. When recently paired with Sen. Edward M. asset is bis fame as an astronaut. Men still 

His selection by Democratic National Chair- Kennedy (0). Massachusetts in a nationwide approach him and ask for autographs. He was 
man Robert Strauss Sept. 11, along with Rep. poll against President Ford and Vice-Presi- popular long before he entered politics. Said 
Barbara Jordan of Texas, to deliver a keynote dent Nelson A. Rockefeller and Gov. George one politician: . . 
speech at the 1976 Democratic convention is C. Wallace and Ronald Reagan, the Kennedy- "John Glenn is what every mother would 
expected to further increase presidential talk. Glenn ticket won easily. _ like her son to be.'' 

men: 
Th 
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Rotvlancl Evans and Robert Novak 

John Glenn's Political· Orbit 
·'' ... ·" .. . 

COLUMBUS, Ohio-When Sen. Ed­
ward M. Kennedy arrived in Cincin­
nati Thursday to campaign for Demo­
cratic Rep. Thomas Luken, conspicu­
ously absent from the platform was 
John 'Glenn, whose. swee·ping ,popular­
ity in campaigning for the U.S. Senate 
is surprising hard-bitten political oper­
atives here. 

Glenn, the first American in space, 
was careful to be elsewhere, 400 miles 
across the state at a Democratic clam-
bake in Toledo. · 

Indeed, the ~ind of "help" . that 
Glenn might want fr.om any Demo­
cratic party 'leader outside the Buck­
eye State would be found la'st in the 
person of Kennedy .. 

Now running a· phenomenal 2-to-1 
ahead of colorless Republican Mayor 
Ralph Perk of Cleveland, the high-fly­
ing Glenn may ,become the first state­
wide candidate sin.ce Lyndort Johnson 
in 1964 to. amass a million-vote ·plural­
ity. .\s. one Republican· statewide 
leader here told us. "Glenn is taking 
even the Republican ·vote away from 
Perk without half trying." 

The Glenn p\J,enomenon is unique in 
the post-Watergate politics of 'mass 
voter disillusionment: A national hero, , 
unencumbered with the ideological dorsement for~Glenn in · the cam- own presidential aspirations will 
baggage that has fragmented the Dem- paign's closing days. . . . . shrivel. The result would ibe a strong 
ocratic Party, who seems eminently ac- :: N,ow that .Glenn.lookS 1,ike ~ gIJ,t~er ~-indication that ithe national ·party. 
ceptable to· blue-collar hard-hats and ing winrier against Perk in N(ivember, , should move to the center in 1976 and 

. left-of-center intellectuals. Glenn's per- Ted Kennedy' is not above wanting a aw·ay from ·the left-liberal ideology of 
501ial constituency today ranges from piece of the action. But a private offer. Gilligan. 
deep right-center to le.ft-center, a from his senatorial office t<P Glenn's 
b d · t th D t. p t h ·d ·t h · · · · · · · Glenn was treated by the Gilligan-

roa ·spec rum e emocra IC ' ar Y ea quar ers ere suggesting 'that controlled state party. like ·a pariah Un· 
badly needs in the embittered search Kennedy would be more thari grad to 

,_;,:for its sciul. . give Glenn a helping hand on'his Ohio ti1 his primary win. He is now showing 
It is only natural, then, that Glenn visit was politely rejected. . . . . . the same ·bleakness for Gilligan's new·.· 

. doe~ not need or want the kind of po- That Glenn.is being courted''.by such .·. courtship as he is for Kennedy's: .. 
litical help which has made Kennedy national party leaders as Keitnedy is When Gilligan. arranged a private 
an attraction for some other Demo- not surprising. He is· likely to:'emerge meeting with. Glenn here last week, 
crat.ic candidates this fall. Beyond that, from the senatorial campaign as. the hoping for joint Gilligan-Glenn cam-
Glenn will not soon forget that Ken- No. 1 Democrat' in the~ fifUr largest Jliligning, Glenn asked as a quid pro 
nedy cut him dead in his losing 1970 state. If his awesome lead OV'er Perk· - quo. the rig\lt to have equal voice with· 
.senatorial primary battle with Howard holds, .Glenn could become ·a. ma.for Gilligan in naming the 'state chairman 
Mctzenbaum and in his decisive vie- factor in the party's 1976 pre'sidential and executive director of the party, Ue- · 
tory aver Metzenbaum in their return battle-at least a strong possi'.bility for wanted a 50-50 voice in party control. · ;, ': 
engagement last May. second place on the ticket. . . . .. . ·.,There was no deal and Glenn contin~/ 

What rankled Glenn partisans about That very prospect is:Viewed darkIY · ued <>n his largely independent eatn•. 
that Kennedy snub was the memory of by Gov. John J. Gilligan, rt1nrilng for paign. But Glenn will move hard iftto 
hawkish, ex-Marine Glenn's stalwart re-election against Repµbllcan · tetread · state party ·affairs after the elec;tion. • · 
support for Robert Kennady in· his James Rhodes. Afflicted With the usual Far more a party.line.Democrat than.a · 
1968 presidential campaign, despite his liabilities of an incilmbent '.governor; party-hated maverick like former Dem-: ~ 
dovish position on the Vietnam war. Gilligan is only marginally-·ahead:o{ , ocratic Governor and Senator Frank . 
The help from the. Kennedy family former Gov. Rhodes. Democratic politi- Lausche, Glenn will use. his predicta" , ,. 
that Glenn got in last spring's :primary ciaos agree thatJLGlenn.emerges--on-_-,~l>le-"1ictory in Ohio as a case study,for-,. 
battle with Metzenbaum came ni'ir''Nciv;<5 witli-a pl\irallty whlCh::;exCeeds ,;;.hiir.plll'.ti, so harassed and weakened.· 

.. from Ted Kennedy but from Jacqueline•· .. Gilligan's by a~hing like. 500,000 · \by-ever-Widening ideological spliis;' -:·:,\•: . 
··Onassis, . who taped a television __ ~~: .· y~te~a ~s~~~-~t:?~~-si~~.t~~~!~~!!l~S ::i~:J~¥f~~ 1974. Fieid Enterprises. Inc. ~L~:'.i'~< 



THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1972 

Notes on People 

.Glenn.Seeks New Shot at Senate 
~,: . .::---·· . 

The first American to or­
bit the earth, John H. Glenn, 
said he would try again to 
win a seat in the Senate 
from Ohio. Mr. Glenn, who 
orbited the earth 10 years 
ago and was defeated in a 
Democratic Senate primary 
two years ago, said he want­
ed to challenge Republican 
Senator William B. Saxbe 
in 1974. The 50-year-old Mr. 
Glenn announced his inten­
tion in Jefferson City, Mo., 
where he was visiting the 
plant of a billiard-table com­
pany he serves as a board 
member. He described him­
self as a liberal Democrat 
who "doesn't like to sit back 
and just let things go." . 
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FOR AS7!RONAU7 
Cl!:::NN: SUCC!:::SS oN 7t•m:--rG~s1Ro -rr:v 

:\ft er t\\"O frusrra ting t rics m"Cr 
the past decade, astronaut-hero Jolin 
Gle11n, Jr., fin;.illy 1mdc it into pulit­
ical orbit by wi1:niug Ohio's Demo­
cratic nominatiu:i for a U. S. Senate 
seat. How did he do it? 

Political obserYcrs credit .\Ir. 
Glenn with a campaign rarity-man­
aging to retain his image among the 
electorate as a largely nonpolitical 
",\Ir. Clean," while at the same time 
running a tough, hard-hitting race. 

Change in style. In the past, the 
former .\!ari11e astronaut-the fir.>t 
American to orbit the earth-had 
been characterized as a ''Bov Scout" 
who spouted platitudes in~tead of 
discussinl! isswes. But that wasn't 
his style this time. 

In defeating Senator Ho,\·ard ·.\!. 
.\!ctzenbaum by nearly 100,000 
votes in the .\lay 7 primary, .\[.r. 
Glenn campaigned \'igorously on the 
is3ue of Senator .\!etzenbaum's tax 
problems. He attacked "bossism," 
called for the impeachment of Presi­
dent :'\ixon if he did not t11r:1 O\·er 
the subpoenaed Watergate tapes. 

The economy, .\Ir. Glenn said, is 
moving to\\'ard recession, and con­
tinued wage and price controls would 
be a mistake. He also spoke out 
against a tax reduction at this time, 
saying it would be inflationary. 

What this added up to, in the 
dew of m:inv observers, is that .\Ir. 
Glenn should be considered a "mod­
eratc"-if not a "conservati\·e" -
Democratic candidate . .\fany believe 
he can parlay that image into a Sen­
ate seat in the general election in 
November against Republican Ralph 
Perk, marnr of Cleveland. 

How does .\Ir. Glenn assess the 
present political scene? He says: 

"People are disgruntled. They're 
not happ~· al.wut the \\'ay they see 
thi11g3 going. :\ part of it is \Vater­
gate .... .\Iaybe people are looking 
for something new. ~!aybe it's the 
desire for change. Whatever it is, 
they don't like what they see today." 

Uphill fight. \Ir. Glenn entered 
politics in January, 1964. The day 
after he resigned from the space 
program, he announced he would 
run in the Democratic senatorial 
primary. But in February he suffered 
a fall in his bathroom that upset his 

John G/cn11-in orbit again. 

sense of balance and forced him to 
withdraw from the race. 

.\fr. Glenn returned to the politi­
cal arena in 1970. Then, too, he 
faced \Ir. \!etzenbaum, a Cleveland 
businessman and lawver, for the 
senato1ial nominatio11. Observers say 
.\Ir. Glenn took that race too lightly, 
thinking he would score an easy win. 

In this year's campaigning, .\Ir. 
Glenn indicated he had learned well 
the lesson about overcomplaccncy. 

Almost a million a ire. In ci\ilian 
life, \-tr. Glenn served for a time as 
a director of t!1e Royal Crown Cola 
Company. :\fore recently, he has 
moved into diversified business in­
terests, including part ownership of 
five motels. He says he is "awful 
close" to being a millionaire. :\ 
financial report issued on Fcbruan· 
19 listed his net worth at $7G7,SOO. 

Mr. Glc;m, who will be 53 on July 
18, remains ruddy and trim. In the 
four yeari since his 1970 defeat, he 
has earned a reputation as a Demo­
crat willing to stump for party candi­
dates at all levels. · 

This reputation paid off with \ ic­
tory in the face of opposition from 
the State Democratic organization 
and the leadership of the United 
Auto Workers a:1d the Ohio . .\FL­
CIO. There was s.trong evidence that 
many workers ignored the ad\·ice of 
their leaders and ,·oted for .\Ir. 
Glenn. 

There was also strong evidence 
that many Republicans cros3ed O\-er 

to back him in the Democratic 
primary. 

Says a highly placed Republican 
leader in Columbus: 

"John's earned his stripes. He'll 
be hard to beat." 

I I i\ q.· .. · - -~.J-... .,...~. r r r \ 
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JOHN' HERSCHEL GLENN - JUNIOR SENA'IDR FRCN OHIO 

John Glenn was the first American to orbit the Earth, and 

therefore, he is a hero (and will remain so) to an entire generation 

of Americans. Until he became ari Astronaut, Glenn had been a 20-year­

man in the Marines, and held the rank of Colonel at the time of his 

historic flight in 1962. Soon after his flight, he resigned fran 

NASA, and in 1964, he ran for the Senate from his hare State of 

Ohio. During the campaign, he slipped in his bathtub, damaging his 

inner ear. The injury was sufficient to take a year for Glenn's 

recovery, during which time the slightest notion was enough to cause 

pain and nausea. 

In 1966, he became a Vice-President of the Royal Cro,.m Cola 

Corporation of CollllTlbus, Georgia. Since part of his hiring was due to 

the publicity value of his presence, the Royal Crown people made him 

President of their international marketing corporation in 1967. They 

also gave Glenn plenty of time off to pursue politics. 

In 1968, he became a campaigner for and scm=time traveling 

carpanion of Robert F. Kenne:ly, and he was a frequent guest on 

Kennedy's campaign trips. He was present when Kennedy was assassinated 

by Sirhan Sirhan. In 1970, Glenn took another shot at the Senate. His 

primary campaign was badly underfinanced, and indus17ialist Howard 

· Metzenbaum beat him by outspending him. Glenn later stated that "I 

couldn't convince anyone that sanebody as well-~o,.m as me needed rroney 

for a campaign." 
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William Saxbe, the Republican Attorney General of Ohio, who 

had been electerl to the Senate in 1968~ had announced that he did 

not intend to seek reelection in 1974. After the "Saturday-Night 

Massacre", Nixon appointed Saxbe Attorney General to deferrl against 

the attack'3 of Leon Jaworski and the Watergate Prosecutor's staff, 

and his seat was left vacant. In his place, Dem:.x::ratic Governor 

John Gilligan appointerl Ho.vart Metzenbaum. 

When 1974 carrearourrl, and the Saxbe-Metzenbaum seat had to be 

filled by popular election, Glenn ran against Metzenbaum again. A 

couple of· develoµnents made this campaign an unusual one. The first 

. was Watergate. The secorrl was the revelation that Metzenbaum had 

paid $118,000 in overdue taxes fran 1967~68, (for which the IRS was 

suing) only when he was named to the Senate, several years later. 

Furthenrore, it was revealerl that Metzenbaum had paid ho taxes on 

his $240,000 income in 1969. Glenn. lo.vererl his sights on Metzenbaum's taxes 

and fired away. Metzenbauin accused Glenn, who had becane quite wealthy 

in the meanwhile, of using tax shelters. (Glenn had an incane of 

$1,253,903 between 1965 and 1973, had acquirerl valuable real estate 

'holdings- he was part o.vner of four Holiday Inns and other properties -

CMnerl part of a firm which aimed to apply scientific.solutions to 

social problems, and had been a television prooucer. In 1973, his 

financial statement sho.ved a net worth of $767 ,800.) Glenn countererl 

Metzenbaum's charges with the accusation that he (Glenn) had paid 

rrore incane tax on his $295,300 incane (about $148,800) in 1973 than 
' 

Metzenbaum did on a much higher incane that year. 
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In his 1974 campaign, Glenn receiva:l $16,000 frau Mary c. 

Stranahan, a studen at the University of Tola:lo. Glenn also receiva:l 

$13,100 from Elizabeth B. Blossau, who was then a wealthy political 

activitist student at Radcliffe. She now lives in Washington, D. c. 

Glenn won the primary with 54 percent of the vote. Metzenbaum took 

only Clevelarrl, Cincinnati, Tola:lo and. two small counties, while Glenn 

won the rest. 

One of the problems with heroes is that no one is neutral about 

them. Everyone either loves or hates them. And those who like them 

try to cover honest criticism. 

Those who like Glenn say that he is a shy, deferential man, 

who is trying hard to becaue a good Senator. They say that he 

spends excessive time making sure that he urrlerstarrls what is going 

on, and that he is a champion of the cause of alternative sources of 

energy, especially solar. They also point to his voting record, 

explaining that he is a true liberal, especialiy on social· prc)grams. 

He is often calla:l one of the nicest, best-lika:l men in the Senate. 

His detractors call him "the best Astronaut in the Senate" arrl 

say .that although he is well-lika:l, his is not respecta:l by his colleagues. 

He is said to suffer from "tenninal irrlecision", arrl that he has to study 

everything "to death" before he makes a decision on it. Glenn himself 

admits that he has trouble in this area. In an interview with the 

Milwaukee Journal in 1975, he admitta:l that he agoniza:l at length before 

voting against the confirmation of Stanley Hathaway as Interior Secretary, 
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and. he stated that "When it canes to sane of these carplex pieces of 

legislation, I wish that we didn't just have a choice of saying 'yes' 

or 'no'. I often wish that we had a (voting) column marked 'maybe'". 

In a generally sympathetic article in the New York Times, in 

February of this year, .Marjorie Hunter quotes an experience:l Senate 

observer who watche:l Glenn in action on subcarrnittees dealing with 

nuclear energy and oversight ef the CIA, as being critical of Glenn's 

failure to vigorously question witnesses at hearings. "He doesn't 

seem to know how to get information out of a witness," said the 

observer, "He doesn't follo.v through with the right questions." 

On several occasions during the 1974 campaign against Metzenbal..U11, 

he was overheard referring to "Zionist influences" in the campaign, 

a~parently referring to the strong support of Ohio's Jews for Metzenbal..U11. 

These remarks receive:l wide circulation over the leadership of American 

Jewry. He has been a supporter of all legislation on Israel since, 

but tie has not been a "visible supporter", and he does not have strong 

Jewish connections in or out of Ohio. 

Finally, one source rnentione:l that his in:iecision on sane issues 

has cost him the time to pay attention to others. At a question-arrl-

answer session with BOO UAW leaders last year, Glenn was aske:l what he 

thought of HR22, the Health Security Act. This bill was one of the 

IIDst important to the late Walter Reuther,. and is referre:l to. by UAW . 

. insiders as "The Reuther Menorial". Glenn ·replie:l that he did not 

kno.v the legislation, and. that he did not want to ccmnent on it until 

he had studie:l it. 
~ 

On ehe other hand, he is a chanpion of applying technology to our 
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problems and is. one of the pushers for doing sare long~range planning 

arrl priority-setting in the Senate. 

Glenn is 54 (55 in July) and is a Presbyterian. 


