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BARBARA JORDAN - Member of Congress from Texas
' (District 18)

Barbara Jordan is a.very'eloqueﬁt and effective'Congresswoman.
Barbara Jordan is the daughtef.of a.Baptist preachér who moonlighted
as a warehouse pierk.to Support his'family.b'Shevgfaduated from all-
Blaqk Texas:Southern'Universi;y magné cum laude and earned her law
degree from Bostdn_UniQer§ity. When she céme hdme,to Houston, she
set up law'pfacticé in her pafent;s home.

She lost'in two tries for the Texas House of Représentatives, but
’wés elected to the Texés Senéte iﬁ 1966; At the time, the Texas
'Sénate.had 31 members. Thirty were male and'white.’ At the time she
was elected, there was a lot.of-murmuring about "the washer-woman"
and worse in tHe Senafe cloakrooms. Four years later, she was presi—'
dent pro tempore of the Senate and one of its most respected members.
When_Ms. Jordan made her impassioned speech during the Watergate
hearings, almost all 6f the membérs of the Texas Senate crowded
around a television set to'gheefiher'on; according”to-Molly Ivins in
'an article in the Atlantic. |

In the same special issue of the Atlanfic; Congresswoman'Jordan
explains that she géined thé respect of‘the Seénators by hard work; She
learned the ruleé, and éhe learned.the way around the rules, a skill
which earned her the respect of some of the masters of the‘pérliameﬁtary
finéssé.f She aléq did favors in abundancé, and called in her i.0.u.'s
only rarely. When she did, she let the obposition know that.she had
‘them beat in advance and in private;‘£§'prevént their embarrassment on
tﬁe floor of the Senate.

Her.acgomplishments in the Texas Senate included legislation on
Welfaré-reform, minimum-wage and voper registration. Lyndon thnson,

~

always quick to pick up on a likely protegee, took Jordan under his
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wing. He frequently made her a guest at the White House, a rare
occurence for a state legislator. He also got together with his

buddies in Houston and Austin to put Jordaﬁ on the‘Congfeséional
redistrictiﬁg_committee aftér the 1970vCensus_to ensure that a district
in Congress for'hef was created. In Congresé she was to represent thé
"Houstdn oil.crowd“ as well as her mostiy—Biack andehicano consti-
tuents. LBJ also.pulled Somevarms and éalled in some old political
:dues to get Jordan appointed to fhe Judiciary Committee. A check
'of'Jordan's yotiﬁg récord shows that'sﬁe has takén care of thé oil
interésts in.Texas.

In Congress,-Jordan has earned the respéct qf her colléagues by
her breqisioﬁ‘— bo;hvin speaking and oh'legislativeimatters. - She
refuses ;6 be fied'dqwn, énd'isbsometimes at odds with_both the
Bléck and Women's Caucases;  She refused té_sit with Bella Abzug
duriné_the discussion of'importanf women's legislation, and announced
"that she would.move if Abzug tried to sit by her. A member of Jordan's
stéff pointéd out fhat "(she) is not a_sféndard-bEarer ; . . She knows
how to make ;hé important move. What she does as a legislator 1is
mbre important to her than rhetoric or being considered a liberal."

‘Her ébility is so respected that‘Represeﬁtative Petér Rodino checked
parliamentary and judicial procédufe with her during the Watefgate
héarings, and consérvatives-consult‘on.legislative.matters with her
because of her skills and honesty.

Shé is_aiso'kﬁown as a horse—tfader. In 1970, Shg sdppdrted
Lloyd BentSenfs'bid‘for the Senate aftef he had run; and WOq, con-
servative campaign against liberél former Senator Ralph Yérﬁorough.
Texés_liberalslfelt betrayed, but as her consistently - high ADA

ratings proye, she does not let them down on legislation.
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Jordan is unable td delégate much guthority, and this has caused
her-somé.problemé in dealing with_the manybissues which confront
Memberé Qf Congress. Yetvéﬁe insists upon getting involved with every
one. Oﬁly her extraordinary energy éhd drive‘has énabied her to
do this. She spends 14 to 18 hours a daylat hef jqb, but her pre-
occupationIWith her.job hasrcaused some of the peoplé,who come to
see her to say that she is preoccdpied and superficial. There is
some trgth in this, because she is spread so thin across the Congres-
sional board, and she is unable‘tordévote mﬁch time fo every single
mafter that comes up. She really needs to leafn to_delégate_adthofity.
If.she does, éﬁé could be a grea; Secrétary of Health, E&ucation,
and Welfaré, or bgtter yet, with John Tower in disfavor, even among
 Texas Requliéans,and‘with his séat open.for electién in 1978,

Senator frpm Téxas. In the meantime,rBarba;a Jordan wili‘remain

a rafity: a Member of Congress who:knows how to get what she wants,
both fhrough legislativé means and through legislative manipulation,
a master of the Cdngréssional process, and as stirring a'épeaker_as*
she was on thé day during the Wafefgate hearings‘whén she spoke of
the brilliance'of the Aﬁériqan Constitution, which originélly pro-
tected only the white and free, and how it h;s expahded to become
"the protector.bf everyone in this.country.

Jordan is 40, unmarried, and a Baptist.



