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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON

p~NODIS July 28, 1977

From:
THE PRESIDENT
Cyrus Vance t..~

MEMORANDUt1 FOR:

Subject: The Return of the Crown of St. Stephen

I believe the following scenario for the return of
the Crown of St. Stephen would be appropriate.

Timing and Means of Return
It would be quite helpful if we could return the

Crown by September 15 before the opening of the CSCE
Conference around September 25. This act could strengthe'l
our position at the conference and highlight the fact that
Hungary's record in implementing Helsinki is the best of
all the European countries.

The Crown should be returned by an American delegation
headed by a distinguished government or public figure. The
Vice President or Gov'ernor Harriman wou Ld be suitable for
such a role. Members of Congress should be included in the
delegation as well as the Secretary of the Smithsonian
Institution to emphasize the cultural nature of the Crown.

Consultations with the Hungarian Government
Wnen Ambassador Kaiser presents his credentials in

early August I suggest that he inform the Hungarian President
that we are prepared to return the Crown provided that both
countries agree upon certain basic conditions. These are:

--Various segments of the Hungarian public, including
the Roman Catholic Primate, would participate in the cere-
monies marking the return of the Crown.

--The Crown would be displayed publicly and appropriately
in a historical location not associated with the Communist
Party.

--The Crown would be treated with

'~ODIS.
respect.

p~ J-.~-<rJ-.;~.l&
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The Hungarians have told·us privately- that they are
prepared to meet these conditions. In addition, we will
seek to arrange a ceremony which will emphasize the
national, religious and cultural nature of the Crown.
We would hope to secure an official statement to the
effect that Hungarians from allover the world will be
free to visit Hungary and view the Crown.

Congressional Consultations and Participation
We will want to inform Congressional leaders before

you announce your decision. I think we should do so only
after Ambassador Kaiser has arranged an appropriate scenario
with the Hungarians. This should enable us to deal more
effectively with any possible criticism.

I have attached a list of Members of Congress who could
be included in the delegation to Budapest.

Hungarian-American Community
We are reasonably confident that once your decision i~

taken most of the members of the Hungarian-American community
who oppose the Crown's return will support the decision.
Particip~ion by key members of Congress in the delegation
returning the Crown would contribute to that end. I would
suggest that we not inform representatives of the Hungarian~
-American community before you announce your decision.

'1'r.eVatican
I believe that we also should inform the Vatican prior

to the return of the Crown. The Vatican Foreign Minister
Casaroli has told us that the Crown should be returned but
the Pope does not consider the present to be an opportune
time. I believe that our proposed scenario, especially
participation by the Cardinal Primate, would allay the
Vatican's concerns.

Preparation and Shipment
The Crown and its accompanying regalia will be pre-

pared for shipment by the Smithsonian Institution. I would

~ODIS
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.. suggest that we transport the Crown-and delegation by a
US Air Force plane.

If you agree, we will move forward with this scenario •

..saeRET/NODIS



Proposed Congressional Delegation
LfA-

The Senate
Humphrey - He has been actively in favor of

returning the Crown. His leadership position in the
Senate as well as his international prominence make
him an excellent candidate for the delegation.

Pell - As a member of the SFRC, Pell (who served
in Czechoslovakia as an FSO), has been actively in-
terested in Eastern European affairs over the years.

Griffin - Griffin supported return of the Crown
during the confirmation hearing of Phil Kaiser.
The House

Vanik - As Chairman of the Ways & Means Sub-
committee on Trade, he has been the principal mover
on the House side behind returning the Crown.

Frenzel - Ranking Minority member on the Trade
Subcommittee, Frenzel has also supported this step.

Zablocki - Long a supporter of steps to improve
our relations with the individual countries within
Eastern Europe.

Findley - Although a loner in the House, he has
been a firm supporter on any steps toward improved
relations with Eastern Europe.

Fascell - As Chairman of the CSCE Commission,
Fascell has become increasingly active in Eastern
European affairs. Hungary's good record (by East
European standards) on human rights might make this
the most appropriate country to visit in view of the
CSCE Chairmanship.

Derwinski - He is the most influential Republi-
can on Eastern European affairs and within the ethnic
community,· but he is on record as opposing return of
the Crown. He has told us that this is a pro forma
position and he would not have his heart in any
effort to block the move. We recommend that he be
offered a place on the delegation.
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Mr. President:

Hamilton favors the third
option: do nothing now. From
a domestic political point of
view, it is not worth the
trouble it would cause at thi~
point in time.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 8, 1977
The Vice President
l:!illlliJ ton .Tord an
Jody Powell

The attached is forwarded to
you for your information.

Rick Hutcheson

6E-;;; ATTACHM~ HUNGARY: CROWN
~ ON ST. STEPHEN
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 4. 1977

z. Brzezinski -

The attached was returned in
the President's outbox. It is
forwarded to you for appropriate
handling.

Rick Hutcheson

cc: Hamilton Jordan

Re : Hungary: Crown of St. Stephen

SECRET attachment
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PERSONAL AND eOUFI];)EW'l'IAl.

TO: PRESIDENT CARTER
HAMILTON JORDAN ~S?
RETURN OF THE CROWN TO HUNGARY

FROM:
RE:

I hope that you will review the attached memorandum from

Pat Caddell.

HMEI ••• checked around on the support for the return of the

Crown as well as the opposition to it. There is no way to
~W

discern scientificall~Hungarian Americans feel about

this issue. But basically, my feeling is that those who

have feelings about it oppose the return of the Crown over-

whelmingly. Former government officials and educated

Hungarians may have a more enlightened view of this matter,

but the average Hungarian American is opposed to this action

because the alleged benefit to the people of Hungary has

not been explained and is difficult to explain. Their re-

action to our return of the Crown is emotional and not

l\lJtLSTi.ATIV::: ~
'A !'JII;~~".-,,, '- ••I".~,~...W'd B ( \'.A D.\II:

L~~'~~l,j:li~i~:~J;") .;~ .,"...:

Electrolidc Copy Made
for PreIeIYationPurpol.



an enlightened view. I wish you could have stayed at

the meeting to hear the former Mayor of Budapest describe

what the Crown means to him. It was emotional and very

touching.

We mislead ourselves to think that the Hungarian-American

community is closely divided on this issue. It is not.

If it were, you would not have had members of Congress and

the leaders of all of the Captive Nation organizations

protesting this decision.

It is one thing for us to suffer domestically with a

group of people in pursuit of a major policy that is im-
US

portant to ••••• and the world (the Mideast, for example).

It is quite another for us to suffer politically for an

action that has very little - if any - redeeming features.

We are alienating the Hungarian community in this country

in hopes of gaining some intangible benefit from the

Communist regime in Hungary. The political trade-offs

do not seem acceptable to me.



Our policy in the Middle East has cost us the support of

American Jews in states like New York, California and

Florida. The Panama Canal treaty has hurt us in the South

with conservatives. I would argue that these issues are

worth the political costs.

But now, we have hurt ourselves in the industrial states

of the Midwest through an action that has very little

benefit. We have taken a position on an emotional issue

that will cost us dearly in the future with Hungarian-

Americans and other Eastern European groups. These people

who are immigrants and the families of immigrants will not

forget easily or quickly what we have done.

With the Panama Canal treaty upcoming and the prospects

for a SALT II treaty good, it seems ridiculous to sacrifice

the moral and political authority of your Presidency for

such an issue. We should husband our political capital

and spend it sparingly and wisely. At a time when we

are low in the polls and involved in many important con-

troversial issues, we have expended our political capital



unwisely on this issue.

You have so many things to do and many pressure on

you. I hate to present this problem to you in such

a way, but if the people responsible for your foreign

policy decisions don't develop ~ political

sensitivity, we are going to be in trouble on the

big issues that matter.
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~y me east ~ vvte is;:cst critical"in ?er.nsyl~ ~
~e::"";;;ey,Mici'J.gan, Ne,i York, nlinois a":Jd~. Significant uaxatkns
of rest ~ also exist in s:me of the 9'5llec states.

-.~ ~ table s..~ the r,I'I\XXlltion of rest a....~"'lS l:ix> $ticod:ed carter
b the 1910 e1.e.ctic.:ll¥ s;..~t:e. As t..l-;e t:ahle ~~ Carter'"~ to do
~.at beL~ a:rng east ~ than a!aYJ b.~ qeraal e1acta:ate.·-I•·
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Florida
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Wiana
Njchigan
Ne-",Versey
~Ya!X

'% supp:rtL"lCJ en: ter

591
m .~
53:
54- :-
49
51
ss

Chio 51.j -
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1975elee-~. _
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i
!

ani the eled-.J.cn,

cal.L1i:Jx:riia -
nlinois-
Ne~Je:rsey

If carter had done 20 }Xrl.nts better ---
east em:cpeans he ~d have ~,:

If Carter 11adikne 20 points \oOrSe ateng
east elIl':c~eanshe ~ rew lost:.
Naw York
~
F§lP.;~"h.~
Wi9cx:nsin-.;.....::::...:~~'----~

IIi!eed, r:arry coervcrs have argrei t,."-utForo's Gfree Poland- ga...~ltaS coe of
the cnx:ial fact!rs in s1..owinq his reccrv:ery ard preventing his }X}55U)) e
victory, Given the m......-.rerof vocer g"l."O'~ ~~ have been a1iente:i by ~
a5?2ct of fO' icy this ysar, it ~ be tragic if yet ~~ g:ra:p W3.S
lost.
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