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(Original in Fr~nchl

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Republic of Panama

Tehran, December 21, 1979

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic

of Iran presents its compliments to the Hinistry of Foreign

Affairs of the Republic of Panama and in connection with the

transfer by the United States of America of Mohammad Reza

Pahlavi to Panama, wishes to draw the attention of the people

and the government of Panama to the position of the people

and the government of Iran concerning this subject.

The Iranian people have always sympathized with and ad-

mired the constant struggles of the Latin American peoples

against the hegemony and imperialism of the united States on
..

their continent. This was true for the struggle of the Pan-

amanian people to recover their legitimate sovereignty over

the Panama Canal. Confronted with this just struggle, the

government of the United States continues to perpetrate plots

in Latin American countries and to exert various pressures

on the governments concerned, including especially your own,

given the importance of the American military and economic

interests in the Panama Canal Zone and the sad example of

Chile demonstrates that the American government eschews no

means to assure its selfish interests.

However, the courageous peoples of Latin America, more

and more .:!wareof the crimes committed by American imperial-

ism in their countries, have been able to find in the solid-

arity of fraternal peoples and countries a new force in the

n:w >-::l.. tr.l
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struggle for their independence. The victorious combat of the

people of Nicaragua against Somoza, a corrupt dictator beholden

to American interests, is a glorious example.

But the valiant Sandinistas would not by themselves

have been able to overthrow the hated dictatorship so soon with-

out the aid and support of fraternal peoples and countries,

particularly Panama.

•

Yet, so far as the deposed Shah of Iran is concerned, a

corrupt and hated dictator above all others, and while the Hex-

ican people, revolted by his crimes, refused to welcome him

back, the government of Panama had to bow to the pressures of

the United States and accept the transfer of the deposed Shah

onto its soil .

Your people, in turn, have expressed their indignation

at the presence of this criminal, and the street demonstrations

of recent days are only the first signs. But whatever the

pressures exerted on your government by the United States might

be, we are persuaded that you will not allow yourselves to be

separated from all peoples who struggle against the hegemony

of the United States.

It may be that the Panamanian government, confronted

by public opinion for the extradition of the Shah, believes

itself constrained by the Latin American tradition concerning

political asylum.

However, in accordance with Article 14-2 of the Univer-
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sal Declaration of the Rights of Man, the right of political

asylum cannot be invoked in the case of prosecution authenti-

cally founded on a common law crime. Is there any need to re-

call that the crimes, massacres, and tortures perpetrated by

the deposed Shah of Iran were of such a magnitude that they

can in no way be justified by political motives?

All the reports drawn up during these past ten years

by non-governmental organizations of worldwide repute, and all

the studies conducted by various impartial organs unanimously

conclude that the deposed Shah and his accomplices were guilty

of flagrant, massive and continual violations of the Rights of

Man in Iran.

By tens of thousands the families of Iranian martyrs

can bear witness to the murders and tortures perpetrated during

the rein of the Shah at his direct order on that of individu-

als assigned by him to this ignoble task.

His crimes are of a scope and an enormity such that the

international community, in its entirety is involved, and it

is not possible to advance the pretext of the lack of a treaty

of extradition between two particular countries in order to

offer him asylum and protection.

On the same hand, the crimes committed by Mohammad Reza

Pahlavi fall under the definition of "crimes against humanity,"

such as that formulated on the basis of the Nuremberg princi-

ples by a unanimous doctrine and jurisprudence under the Com-

mission of Internationl Law of the United Nations Organization.
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On the other hand, to offer asylum to individuals guilty of

crimes against humanity is to mock international standards and

morality; it is to encourage all tyrants and criminals of this

world and to stain irremediably the noble tradition of granting

political asylum to those who truly fight for liberty and jus-

tice.

In demanding the extradition of l·~ohanunadReza Pahlavi I

the Iranian people do not seek to quench a thirst for vengeance,

but legitimately desire that the deposed Shah answer to his

crimes and unmask all the plots which enabled him, during 25

years, to establish a veritable organized terror and to smother

the voice of the people in the somber prisons of Savak.

In demanding this extradition, the Iranian people wish to

demonstrate that oppressed nations of the world will no longer

allow imperialist powers to play with their destiny, scorn their

national pride, forge coups d'etat at the whim of their interests

or impose upon helpless people tyrants servilely devoted to for-

eign orders.

In this anti-imperialist struggle, all oppressed peoples

should be united, and we hope that the people and the govern-

ment of Panama will understand the true direction of this fight

and will refuse to submit to the diktats of the united States of

America.

The Ministry of the Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Re-

public of Iran takes this occasion to renew tofue Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama the expression of its
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MINISTERE DES A FFAlRES ETRANGERES
DE LA REPUELIQUE ISLA MIQUE D'IRAN

Teheran; Ie 21 Decembre 1979

Le Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres de la Republique Lslamique
de I 'Iran p resente ses compliments au Ministere des Afjaires Eirange res
de la Republique de Panama, et en relation avec le iransfert par les Etats-
Unis d 'Amerique de Mcliaminad Reza Palzlavi au Panama, tient a aitirer
1'attention du peuple et du gouuernemeni duPanama sur la position du p eupl e
et du gouuernemeni de I 'Iran a cet egard.

Le peuple Iranien a toujours svmp athise avec et admire les luites
constanies des peuples latino-americains centre 1'liegemonisrne et I 'imp cria-
lisrne des Etats Unis sur leur continent, Ainsi en est-il de Za lutte dti
peuple panameen POUY recouirrir sa legitime souuerainete sur le Canal de .
Panama. Face a cette juste lutte , Le gouiiernement des Etats Unis n/a ces s c
de perp etrer des complots dans les pays laiino-arnericains et d 'exercer des
pressions diverses sur les gouuernements concernes .J' comp ris et surtout le
uotre, etant donne l 'irnportance des inierets militaires et economiques amcri-
cains dans la zone du Canal de Panama, Et le iriste exemple du Chili deinont :

. que le gouuernement americain ne recule devant aucun p roccde pour assurer
ses interets egoistes. ----

~
oj --
cc-c

!IllwJa. m

Cependant les courageux peuples d 'A merique Laiine , de plus en
. plus conscients des crimes commis par 1'imp erialisrne americain dans

leur pays, ont sa irouuer dans la solidarite avec les p euples et pays freres ,

une force nouvelle dans la luite pour leur indcpendance. Le combat
oictorieux du peuple du Nicaragua centre Somo za, dictaieur C01TOnzPU ct
asservi aux interets anuiricains en est un glorieux exernple.

•
Mais lcs uaill ants Sandinistes 11 'auraient pa a eux seuls 1'CllVC1'SC-r

de sitot la dictalurc liaie sans 1'aide et 1 'appui des peuples et pays frercs ,

en barliculicr lcPanama.
f',
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Pourlant en ce qui concerne le chalt dechu d'Iran, dictateur
corrompu et Itai' entre tous, alors que lepeuple mexicain reuolte par
ses crimes, s 'est refuse a 1 'accueillir a nouveau, le gouuernement
du Panama a da ceder aux pressions des Etats Unis et accepter le
transfert du chalz decliu sur son sol.

Vot're peuple a son tour a exp rime son indignation envers la
presence de ce criminel , et les manifestations de rue de ces deriders
jOU1'S n 'en sont que les premiers signes. Mais quelles que scient les
pressions exerc ees par les Etats Unis sur votre gouuernement, nous
sommes persuades que VOltSn 'accepterez pas de vents separer de uotre
peuple et de tous les peuples qui luttent contre L'lieg emonie des Etats-
Unis.

Par ailleurs , le gouuernement panameen, face a la pression
de 1'opinion Publique pour 1'extradition du chah, pour rait se croire
limite par la tradition latino-americaine concernant l.'asile politique.

Cependant , en conformite avec 1'article 14 § 2 de la Declaration
Uniuerselle des Droits de 1'Homme; le droit d'asile ne peut etre inuoque
dans le cas de poursuiles reellement fondees SZl1' un crime de droit
commun. Est-il besoin de rappeler que les crimes, mass acres et
tortures perp etres par le chalt decliu d'Iran fureni d rune ainpleur telle,
qu'ils ne peuoent en aucune maniere etre justifies par des motifs politiqucs

Tous les rapports etablis ces nix dernieres annees par des
Organisations non gonuerncmentalcs de reputation mondiale , toutcs
les eludes menccs par diners organismes impartiaux, conclucnt a
l 'unanimitd que lc cliali dccliu et ses complices se sont rendu coupobles
de violations fl.agranles , massiucs et continucllcs des Draits de I 'Ilomme •
n'H r,,·•.•.•.'"

t'.
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crest par dizaines de milliers que les familles des martyrs
Iraniens peuueni temoigner des meurtres et tortures p erp eires durant
le regne du cliali sur son ordre direct au celui des personnes assignees
par lui a cette tache ignoble.

Ses crimes soni d'une portee , d'une envergure teZZes que la
Communaute internationale dans son ensemble est concernee, et I 'on
ne saurait auancer le p-retexte du man que de traite d'extradition entre
deux pays particuliers pour lui offrir asile et protection.

•

Jj 'une part, en effei, les crimes commis par Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi enirent dans la definition des "crimes centre 1'hurnanitc" telle
que formulee SUy ta base des princip es de Nuremberg; par une doctrine
et une jurisprudence unanimes , dont la commission de Droit Interna-
tional de 1 ' Organis ation des Nations Unis. D 'autre part, offrir 1'asile
ii des p ersonnes coupables de crimes contre I 'humanite , c 'est bafouer
les normes et la moralite internaiionales , c 'est ercourager ious les.
tyrans et criminels de ce monde , enfin c 'est entacher irremediablement
la noble tradition de I 'octroi de I 'asile politiquc a ceux qui luttent
ueritablcment pour la Liberte et la Justice.

En exigeant 1'extradition de Mohammad Reza Pahlaui ; le peuple
Iranien ne clzerche pas a assouuir une soif de vengeance, mais recla»:e
Legitimement que le chalt dechu reponde de ses crimes et deuoile tous les
cornplols qui lui permirent pendant plus de vingt cinq (Ins d'etablir WlC

veritable terreur organis ee et d'etouffer La voix du p euple dans les sombre
prisons de la Sauak .

•

En exigeant ceite ext-radition, le p euple Iranien iicnt 11 dcmonlre r
que les nations opprirnees du monde ne p ermetlroni plus aux puiseanccs .. .
impcrialistes de se [ouer de leur sort, de metrris er leur ficrtc nalionalc .
de forger des coups d'Etat au sre de leur inlerets et d'imposer aux pcupl cs
demzmis des tyrans s eruil cmcni deuoues aux ordes elrangcrs

• •
000000/

f'.
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Dans cette lutte anti imp erialis te, tous les p euples opp rimes
doiueni etre solidaires , et nous esp erons que le peuple et l e gouuernement
du Panama c.vmp rendroni le vrai sens de ce combat et rejuseront de se
soumetire aux diktats des Etats Unis d ~ merique.

Le Ministere des Affaires Eirangeres de La Republique Islnmi que
de 1'Iran saisit cette occasion pour renouueler au Ministere des Affaires
Etrangeres de la Republique du Panama, 1'expression de sa haute considera-
ti~ -

•

---

..- -.- -----.-- ----- -- ------ - .. _., ,

Minisiere des Affaires Elrangeres
Republique de Panama.

•

•

e.

•
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His Excellency
General Omar Torijos
Republic of Panama

Tehran, December 21, 1979

Excellency,

The Revolutionary Council and the Minister of Foreign

Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran, addressing respectively

the President and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Re-

public of Panama, have this day officially submitted the re-

quest of the Government of Iran for the extradition of Mohammed

Reza Pahlavi, recently transferred to Panama.

However, knowing your prestigious background of anti-

imperialist struggle and your faith in the cause of indepen-

dence, liberty, an~ justice, I wish to address personally to

you the appeal of the Iranian people, which I am convinced

you will understand and support.

In effect, whether in Panama, where by the force of

your will and the perseverance of your struggle you were able (I

~ ~ to break the vise of u.s. hegemony and affirm the national
~ sovereignty of your country over the Panama Canal; or in

m
~~ Nicaragua, a domain reserved at the time for American imperi-
.~o~s;: alism, where your contribution to the overthrow of Somoza, a
OJ (f)- (/)

.~~ corrupt dictator beholden to foreign interests, was preemi-
("')m
<..v 0
C;n nen t.r or even throughout the Latin American continent, you

have always proved to be at the side of oppressed and exploit-
~

I~ ed peoples in their struggles against the imperialism of the
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United States of America and the dictatorship of its lackeys.

You can therefore understand, Excellency, better than

anyone else, the profound sense and thrust of the Iranian Rev-

olution, a formidable revolt of a united people against a cor-

rupt and criminal dictatorship in the service of imperialist

interests.

•

The man whom the Iranian people seek in order that he

be judged and held accountable for his crimes is not a poli-

tical refugee; his rein represents more than 25 years of or-

ganized terror, of murders, of tortures, of pillagesb of na-

tional wealth, and betrayal of the people; I am convinced that

you will not allow him to be received and protected in the

same manner as the valiant combatants for liberty and justice

on behalf of whom the noble tradition of political asylum was

established.

I'therefore respectfully ask you to use your prestige

and influence in aader that the process for the extradition of

the deposed Shah can be initiated without delay.

Public proceedings held in Panama to determine the ex-

tradition of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, while unmasking yet again

the multiple crimes committed by the deposed Shah and revealing

certain elements of the plots perpetrated by the United States

and the CIA to impose on the Iranian people this man beholden

to their interests, would certainly mobilize public opinion,

both in Panama and throughout the whole world, against all

tyrants and dictators who are imposed on helpless peoples by
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selfish imperialist interests protected by so-called Rights of

Man, which they themselves so often mock in the course of his-

~ory.

Excellency, the role which you might assume in this mat-

ter could be critical for the future of relations between im-

perialist powers and developing countries, and for the cause of

independence, liberty, and justice in the countries of Latin

America, Asia, and elsewhere.

Hoping that you will spare no effort in this direction,

I ask you to accept, Excellency, the expression of my highest

consideration.

Sadegh Ghotbzadeh

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Member of the Revolutionary Council of

the Islamic Republic of Iran
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M1N1STEIlE DES ,\FF,\/llES ETIV\NCERES

DE !J\ REPUDLIQUE ISLA,\IIQUE D'1RAS

Teheran, le 21 decembre 197

Excellence,

Le Conseil Reuoluiionnaire et le Ministere des Affaire s
Eirangeres de la Republique Islamique de l 'Iran, s 'adres sant
respectiuement catPresident et au Minis tere des AJJaires Etrangeres
de la Republique de Panama, ont a ce jour soumis officiellement
la demande du Gouuernement de l'Iran pour 1'extradition de Moltarnniad
Reza Pahlaui, r ecemment transfere au Panama.

Cependant, connaissant volre passe p restigieux de lutte

anti-imp erialiste et volre foi dans la cause de 1'independance , de
la liberte et de la justice, je liens a VOllSadress er p ersonnellement
la requete du peuple Iranien dont je suis conuaincu que VOltS:saurez
la combrendre et La defendre .

•

En eifel, que ce soil au Panama oil par la force de volre
uolonte et la perseverance de votre lutte , VOllSavez s11 briser le
carcan de I 'hegcmonie des Etats Unis et affirrner la souuerainete
naiionale de votre pays sur le canal de Panama: au Nicaragua,
domaine alors reserve de L'imp erialisrne americain, ou volre

. contribution all renuersement de Somoza, dictateur corrompu et
asserui aux intereis etrangers a ete capitale, ou meme SUY I 'ensemble

. _.. du continent latino-m!zericain: VOltSVOltS etes toujours affir me aux
cates des peuples opbrimes et exploitee dans leurs luties centre
l 'imperialisme des Etats Unis d'Amerique et la diclature de ses
valets.

.VOtlSpouuez done Excellence, mieux que quiconquc , cornp rcnd rc
le scns profoud et la portce de la Revolution Iranicnne, formidable rcco! !'.

d'un pcuple uni contrc une dictature corroinpuc et criminelle aux s erulccs
des inierets impiirialistcs.

DECLASSIFIED
.0.129 8, Sec.3.6
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L 'homme que le peuple Iranien reclame pour qic'il soit juge et
reponde de ses crimes 12 "est pas un refugie politique , son regne represente
plus de vingt cinq ans de terreur organisee, de meurtres , de tortures, de
pillages des biens nationaux et de trahison du peuple; je suis conuaincu que
uous ne sauriez accepter de te recevoir et le p roteger au meme titre que
les uaillants combattants pour la liberte et la justice pour qui la noble
tradition de 1'asile politique jut eiablie .

Je VOllSprie done respectueusement de bien vouloir user de votre
prestige et de votre influnce pour que la procedure tendant a 1'extradition
du chab dechu soit entamee au plus tot 0

Le p roces public qui aurait lieu au Panama pour decider de
l 'extradition de Mohammad Reza PaIzlavi, en deuoilant une jois de plus
les multiples crimes comrnis par le clzalz dechu, en rev~lant certains
elements des complots perp etres par les Etats Unis et la C I A pour
imposer au peuple Iranien cet hornme asservi a leurs interets , saura
certainemeni mobiliser 1'opinion publique tant au Panama que dans le
monde en tier, contre tous les tyrans et dictateurs imposes aux p euples
demunis par les egoistes inierets imp erialistes et proteges par eux au
nom des soi-disants Droits de 1'Homme, par eux memes tant bafoues

. au COU?'Sde 1'his toi reo "

Excellence, le role que VOllSassumeriez dans cette 'ajfai?'e
pourrait eire determinant pour 1'auenir des relations entre les puissances
imperialistes et les pays en dcueloppement, et la cause de 1'independence,
de 1a liberte et de la justice dans les pays d'Amerique Latine , d'Asie et
d'ailleurs, •

" .
e e e e e e z
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En esperant que VOZlS n 'epargnerez pas VCJS efforts dans
cette voie, ueuillez agreer, Excellence l 'expression de 112a plus
haute consideration 0 •

•

~
Sadeglt Gliotbzadelt

Ministre des Affaires Eirangeres
Membre du Conseil Reuoluiionnaire de la Republique Islamique

de l 'Iran

-----.0 --:

Son Excellence General Omar Torijos
Republique de Panama 0

o

•

~.
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His Excellency
President Royo
President of the Republic of Panama
Republic of Panama

Tehran, December 21, 1979

Excellency,

I have the honor, on behalf of the Revolutionary Council

of the Islamic Republic of Iran, to submit in this letter the

official request of the Government of Iran for the extradition

of Mohammad Reza Pah1avi, recently transferred to Panama.

In this connection, a note, of which a copy is attached

briefly setting forth the principal arguments underlying our

extradition request, is addressed this day to the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama .
..

The legal documents and all material relevant to the

extradition process to be initiated in Panama will soon be

submitted to you, in accordance with the directions of the

competent authorities of your country in this matter.

Familiar with and respecting the long anti-imperialist

struggle of the people and Government of Panama, thanks to

which full national sovereignt.y over the Panama Canal was

finally able to be affirmed; hailing Panama's capital contri-

bution to the overthrow of the Somoza dictatorship and of his

corrupt regime, beholden to the imperialist interests of the

united States; admiring, finally, the daily battle which
OECL~,SS\flEDo 1('....·0 ~a" 3 6

pm . '::R:E~
B'(_-/-;;4~-

you



lead at the side of oppressed and exploited peoples for the

cause of justice and liberty in the Latin American continent

the Iranian people do not doubt that despite the pressures

exerted by American Imperialism, the people and Government

of Panama will not tolerate much longer the presence on their

soil of the deposed Shah of Iran, a tyrant and criminal above

all others.

The Revolutionary Council of Irali therefore respectfully

asks you, Mister President, to accede to the extradition request

which is submitted to you and, in the excerise of your consti-

tutional powers, to hasten the process.

I ask you, Mister President,to believe in the expression

of my highest consideration .

••

Sadegh Ghotbzadeh

Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Member "of the Revolutionary Council

of the Islamic Republic of Iran
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MINISTERE DES A FFA IRES ETRASGERES
DE LA REPUELIQUE ISLAMIQFE D'mAN

TehVutn, ie. 21 dec.eJ)jbtz.e. 17 -::

Exc eile.nc. e,

J' ai: i; 110nn euJL, de. £..a. pevz.:t du Co n.6 e,U. Rev o.e.u.t.l.o nn.a...Uz..e.de. fa.

Repubuque. 1.6.ta.m..i..que.de. .e.' Lnan, de. VOU.6 .60U.me.:t.:tJte.pa;'l. fa. plLe.6e.nte., .e.a.
Jz.e.quUe. 06(ylc.ie1J!..e. du GOUVe.!z.I1c.r.1V'Ltd». i'lJLa.i1 pOUlL i' e.x:tJtad..{;tW11 de.
Moha.n~liad Re.za Pahe..av..i.., Jz.ec.emme.nt btan66e.Jz.e au Panama.

A ce l:>ujd, une. 110.te. dont. c.op..i..e. e.o.t c.i- jo..i..n;t.e., e.t exposani;

bJueveme.nt. Les pt'vUlupa.ux al!.gumv1U dUe/l11Wla/'Lt no.ou: demande: d' ex.oiadi»
,.t..i..on, est: adAe..6.6e.e. a c.e. JOM au m..u'li..6.te.fLe.des A66a...i..tz.u c.ttz.aJlgVtU de fu

RepubUque. de. Pan.Mla.

Les do c.u..rr.enU .e.e.g aux et: :to u:t es p..i..ec.u .u.;t,;,.,tu a fu pno c.e.dutz.e.

d' e.x.t1tacUtion qu..i..~. .6e.JLO.li e.11:tamee.au pa.Yta.ma VOU.6senoni: .6oum'u' p,"l.Oc.luuna-
merd; .6 u..i..VQl'Lt .tes ..i..l1d..i.c.a.:t..i..on6 d es a.uiotz...i..:tu c.ompU e.n:tes de. vo bt e. pa y.6

en cdte. a66we.

CO 11l1a...i..Mal'Lt e.t tz.espe c.:tan:t fu t»ng ue i1.1..t:te. an.t..i.- ..i.nlPe!'..J.a.L.W.te.
du pcup.te e:t du gouve!U1eme.nt. de Panama, gtz.a.c.e a laquille .6a p.te...ule.

.6ou ve.tz.a...i.ne..te. 11a.Uona.t e .6U!z. .te cana..t de. Panama a. pil en 6..tn etA e a 6~..0".mee ,

.6'a.luaI'l-t la c.un.ttz...i.bu:t..i..oncap..i..:ta1.e.du Pa.nama au Jtenve.Me.men:t de .ea d..i.c..ta;tLV'l.e
de Somoza e..t de .6011 tz.e.g..i.nlec.olV'l.OmpUe:t a.6.6eJtv..i.. aux ..i..n:te.tz.w ..i.mpCJtJ.aJ~.,u.,:tu
deh E;ta,U UY!..i..h,adrlUJta.nt en6..i..n .te combat: qUOWi..i.Vl que vou mencz a~ co:tC'->
dell pcup.e.u oPP'UmM d exploliu poutz. La Cll1.1...6e de la JU.6tice d de. la
U.beJLte daM le continent ..f..a.t...i.Jlo.:.a.mVu:.ca..i..njlepeup.te IJtan..i..e.n ne. doiu:e pM
que. Ilut.e.g.li.e.tell p'l.e.M..i..OM e.xe.Jz.ce.u palL .t' ..i.JJ1p~me M1Vt..i..ca...i.n, ..e.e.pe.upf.e.

e;t Ie. 90~ve..'l.J1e.meJ1'~de Pallanla. ne .toi.c.!z.e..'ton;t p1l:1 pM i.OHg:te.mPl:Ifu 1.'l-'l.c...o enca
.hulL Ie.u.li. hot du chait dechu d'llz.an, .tytz.an et: c:umiJ1e.t el1Vte. tOU.6.

"
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Son fxceUene.e, /.fon.c-teuJtie PItM-i.dc.r.;i: Royo,

Pltu.ident. de ta Re.pubt.i.que de Panama.

Repubtique de Pa.~
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(Original in Spanish)

Office of the President
Republic of Panama

December 28, 1979

I am most grateful for your letter of December 18, re-

garding the stay in Panama by the eX-Shah of Iran.

We are profoundly happy to know that you understand

perfectly the spirit in which our count:.:.yhas complied with

this gesture. However, as you know this has caused us a num-

ber of problems.

Mr. President, we should like to inform you on this

occasion, that my government has just received a letter from

the Foreign Minister of Ir~n advisins us that he will be send-

ing an official request for extradition.

In accordance with the legal dispositions of Law No. 44

of November 22, 1930, my government must consider this request

once the required details and requirements of the law are met.

The Government of Panama, loyal to its principles, has

found it necessary to respond to the Iranian government in or-

der that it understand that it is incomprehensible for a moral

revolution such as theirs to violate and impede international

laws.

If the government of Iran does not demonstrate its de-

sire to respect those laws by setting free its hostages, it

therefore places itself in an extremely difficult position to

solicit the extradition it refers to.
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Mr. Jimmy Carter
President of the united States of America
The lrlhite House

•
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The Government of the Republic of Panama has confirmed

its desire to establish a profound and constructive dialogue

in order to find a solution to a very delicate situation.

It would appear that our government has only one pos-

sibility of being able to comply with the indicated objective,

if both parties in conflict are disposed to make the efforts

necessary to prevent a major deterioration of the actual sit-

uation.

Our profound and personal respect for you, inspired by

your honesty and dedicated action in~eeking a solution for the

question of the~Panama Canal and coupled with your testimony

in defense of moral values in international law and order,

assures us that we can count with your cooperation in this

effort in the quest for world peace.

In this delicate hour, I pray God guide us.

Mr. President, I take the opportunity to greet you

with our highest consideration and respect.

Aristides Royo
President of the Republic of Panama



PR[SIOENCIA

Diciembre 28 de 1979

I

Excelentlsimo Senor Presidente:

Cumplo ~n agradecer la carta que usted ha tenido a
bien dirigirme el 18 de Dicie!Ilbre,concerniente a la estadla
en laRepublica de Panama, de el ex-Sha de Iran.

Nos agrada profundamente saber, que el esplritu en
el cual nuestro Pals ha cumplido con ese gesto, ha sido per-
fectarr.entecomprendido por usted aun cuando momentaneamente
esto es motivo de numerosos problemas para nosotros.

Nos permitimos indicarle en esta ocasi6n Sr. Presi
dente, que nuestro Gobierno acaba de recibir una carta del-
senor Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores de Iran, anunciando
el envl0 pr6ximo de un pedido oficial de extradici6n.

Conforme alas disposiciones legales contenidas en
la ley No. 44 de 22 de noviembre de 1930, nuestro Gobierno
debera contemplar ese pedido, una vez que se hayan cumplido
los =equisitos correspondientes indicados en. la Ley.

El Gobierno de la Republica de Panama, fiel a sus
prin~ipios, se ha encontrado en el deber de responder al
Gobiarno de la Republica de Iran, para hacerle saber que Ie
resulta incomprensible, que una Revoluci6n profundamente mo-
ral, como la que vive ese pals, no pueda impedir la violaci6n
de Leyes Internacionales.

Si el Gobierno de la Republica de Iran, no demues-
tra su deseo de hacer respetar esas leyes liberando todos
lo~ detenidos, se ubica en una posici6n extremadamente difl-
cil para poder solicitar la extradici6n de referencia.

Ex·::elentlsimo
Senor Jimmy Carter
Presidente de los
E5tados Unioos de America
CC.sa Blanca

DECLASSIFIED
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PRESIDENCIA - 2 -

El Gobierno de la Republica de Panama ha confirmado·
su deseo de establecer un dialogo profundo y constructivo en
el interes denuestros pueblos, a fin de ayudar a la soluci6n
de una situaci6n sumamente delicada. .

Nosparece que nuestro Gbbierno s610 tendra una po-
sibilidad seriWde cumplir con el objetivo senalado si las
dos partes en conflicto, estan dispuestas ahacer los esfuer-
zos necesarios para evitar un mayor deterioro.en lasituaci6n
actual. - ,

El profundo respeto personal que nos inspir6 su ho-
nesta y decidida actuaci6n en la busquedade soluciones para
el problema del Canal de Panama, unido altestimonio de su
defensa de valores morales en el orden·internacional; nos
aseguran que contaremos consu decidida cooperaci6n en este
esfuerzo en pro dela paz mundial.

Que Dios nos ilumine a todos en esta hora. tan
delicada.

Aprovecho la oportunidad para saludar alSenor Pre-
sidente con nuestra mayor consideraci6n yrespeto.

ARISTIDES ROY
Presidente de la Republica de Panama



(Original in Spanish)

Office of the President
Republic of Panama

December 28, 1979

To the members of the Revolutionary Council of the Islamic

Republic of Iran:

I have the honor to greet your Excellencies on the occasion

of having received the letter dated December 21 from your For-

eign Minister in which he announces a demand for extradition.

In this situation, the Government of the Republic of Pan-

ama considers it opportune to point out in the context, the

conditions under which it accepted to receive within its ter-

ritory the ex-Shah of Iran, Mohammed Reza Pahlevi.

Upon the taking of this decision, the conflict in which
•

your nation and the United States had reached such gravity

that the entire world feared for world peace.

Now, our government and our people have amply demonstrated

our support to the revolutionaries of the world and as such to

what degree we join with those peoples who struggle against

oppression and dictatorships.

In the struggle for the liberation of Nicaragua, we gambled

all of the hard fought gains of the Panama Canal Treaty by being

the first nation to recognize the Sandinista Government, in-

spite of the fact that the U.S. Congress had not yet approved

the laws proposed by the treaties set forth between Torrijos
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and Carter.

As in the case of our struggle to re-establish our own

sovereignty as well as that of our neighboring people, we have

never succumbed to any form of international pressure.

For this reason, it becomes difficult to comprehend

how your Council and how your Government ·could have possibly

considered that our action was a result of pressure.

•

The Government of Panama made a judgement to take the

initiative although recognizing an evident risk, but with the

objective of contributing to the elimination of one great ele-

ment of conflict--that being the presence of the ex-Shah of

Iran in the united States which was interpreted by the Iranian

people as an act of aggression.

We understand fully the dimension of the sentiments of

the Iranian people ....sentiments that made possible the triumph

of your revolution and we also understand your position on the

former ruler.

In order to be consistent with our sense of dignity and

our support for human rights, we wish to manifest our disagree-

ment with the taking hostage of men and women against their will

in an Embassy.

During the time of great tension in Nicaragua, the rights

of diplomatic immunity were jealously respected.
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It is dramatic to think that inspite of the worst dic-

tatorships in Latin America, embassies continue to be sacred

land for asylum. In a revolution as profoundly moral as yours

it is hard to understand how you have violated this principle.

In announcing the request for extradition, you obviously

aspire to receive the benefits of international law which by

the same token would require you to set free the people held

hostage in the u.s. Embassy.

What respect can we the Panamanians have for you, as we

note that you observe only that part of international law that

is convenient to you?

As long as the Islamic Republic of Iran does not demon-

strate its intention to respect International Law, it places

itself in a very difficult situation.

We are sure that you will understand our position and we

repeat again our wish to remain loyal to the motives that in-

spired our initiative. Moreover, the Republic of Panama is

ready to initiate as soon as possible a constructive dialogue

in order to save and guard for world peace and to continue to

defend the interests of oppressed peoples.

I take this occasion to repeat to Your Excellencies the

assurances of my highest and distinguished considerations.
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PRESIOENCIA

28 de'diciembre de 1979,

Senores M1embros del Consejo Revolucionario de la Republica Is
larnicade Iran:

Tengoelhonor de saludar a'Vuestras Excelencias'aten
tamente en qcasion de avisarrecibo de la:carta'del,Ministerio
de Relaciones Exteriores de la Republica IslarnicadeIr~n del
dfa,21 del presente'mes, en la cual se anuncia el envfo de una
demanda de extradici6n.

'En este sentido, eL Gobierno dela Republica de Panana
considera oportuno, en primer lugar, ub1car en su contexto,las
condiciones en las cuales acepto recibir en .su territorio al ex-'
Cha de Ir,~n,Mohammed Reza Pahlevi.

Al ser tomada esadecisi6n, el conflictosurgido entre
vuestro paIs y 105 Estados Unidos ,habfa aLcanzado tal gravedad
que el mundo entero temfa 'por la paz mundial.

Ahora bien, nuestro Gobierno y nuestropueblohan de-
mostrado arnpliarnentecon su apoyo a 105 revolucionarios del mun
do hasta que punto nos hemos compr-onetLdo con Los pueblos que
luchan contra la'opresi6n y la dictadura.

En la lucha de liberaci6n de Nicaragua, pusimos en
juego todas las conquistas alcanzadas con 105 Tratados del Ca-
nal, y fuimos 105 primeros, en reconocer al Gobierno sandinista,
aGn antes que el Co~gresonorteamericano aprobara las leyespara
la ejecuci6n de 105 Tratados Torrijos-Carter.
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P~ESIDENCIA - 2 -

Tanto enla lucha por el restablec~miento de nuestr~

sober~n1a como en las luchaslibradas 'por un pueb16hermanoJ

nuestro pa Is no ha cedido j amas ante ningunapresi6n interna-

c Lo na L',

Por esta raz6n,-nos resulta diffcil -comprender que

vuestro Consejo y_vuestro Gobiernohayan podido cOIlsiderar que

nuestra ges~i6nresponda a una presi6n.

El Gobierno dela Republica de Panama juzg6 convenien

te tomar una iniciativa que representa un riesgo evidente, con

el objeto de contribuir a la eliminaci6ri de un elemento del con

flicto, es decir, la presencia del ex-Cha en_los Estados Unidps,

interpretada,por el pueblo iran! como una agresi6n.

Comprendemos plenamente la'dimensi6n de lossenti~ie!!.

tos del pueblo de IrAn, sentimientos que hicier6nposible el

triunfo de vuestra Revoluci6n y que nos permiten _entender tarrbien

vuestra posici6n hac1a el ex-goberIlante.

,Para ser consecuentes:con nuestra dignidad y nuestro

apoyo a 105 derechos humanos, deseamos manifestarle nuestro de

sacuerdo con la retenci6n de hombres y mujeres contra su volun-_

tad en una Embajada.

Incluso -en 105 momentos de maxima tensi6n en Nicaragua,,'

105 derechos de inmunidad diplomatica fueron celosamente, resp~

tados.

Es dramatico pensar que aun en las peores dictaduras

de ,America Lat.ina, las .embaj ad as siguen siendo si tios sagrados

de asilo, y que una Revoluci6n tan profundamente moral comola

vuestra haya podido consentir esta violaci6n.

Al anunciar el env10 de una demanda de extradici6n,

ustedes aspiran a recibir 105 benef1cios del derecho interna -

cional, cuyo respeto os exigir1a liberar a las per~onas reteni

das en la Embajada de los Estados Unidos.
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i.Querespeto podrfarnos tener~os 105 panamefios, si 'ob
servasemos en el dezecho internacional unicamente 10 que os con
viene, sinsefialarles 10 que os perjudica? :

Mientras la Republica Islamica de Ir~n no demuestre
su intenci6n de respetar el D~recho Internacion~l; secoloca a
sf misma en una posici6n diffcil.

Estamosseguros de que vosotros sabreis comprender'
nuestra posici6n y os reiteramos,' por tanto, nuestro deseo de,
permanecer fieles a los motivos que insp~raron nuestra inicia-
tiva, y que loaRepublica de Panam~ esta presta ainiciar, •tan
pronto como sea posible, un dialogo constructivo, a fin de sal
vaguardarla paz mundial que todos anhelamos y ~efender 105 in
tereses de los pueblos oprimidos.

Hago propicia esta ocasi6n para reiterar a Vuestras
Excelencias las seguridades de mi mas alta y distinguida con~
sideraci6n.

ARISTIDES
Presidente de la

de Panam~
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(Original in Spanist

(' Republic of Panama
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Panama greets the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran on

the receipt of your kind verbal vote (demarche) of December

21, 1979.

As we have noted, it is our firm proposal to set forth

our conduct as in the case in which you have presented for our

consideration and within the norms and principles of Interna-

tiona1 Law.

Our historical process and national deve1pment is evi-

dent before the world that Panama is a free nation which acts

under its proper course utilizing peaceful means, because we

are convinced that neither violence, threa~s, nor intransigent

actions will gain the support of the people nor bring about

solutions.

It has been with political maturity that Panama has won

the general respect from the rest of the world.

It is with the same sincerity and approach that we avail

ourselves to resolve international problems, whether the issues

be small or the distances large.

We greatly lament that our governments have been brought

to this point under circumstances of apparent discrepencies,

however, we hope that in the understanding of our mutual destinies
DECLASSIFIED
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in search of peace, will produce a spirit so hecessary in order

to reach a point of convergence for our mutual interests.

It is with this hope, that we receive the information

that your ~ountry will make use of the generally accepted

methods through International Law to $eek the.~xtradition of

the ex-Shah of Iran.

Please be assured that we-will provide the necessary

attention to your prudent requests. Moreover, we hope that our

positive attitude and aforementioned intention to act in

conformity with the norms, principles and appreciation of

International Law will also be complied with.

As a consequence, we are ready to initiate a productive

"dialogue, as soon as we see evidence of sensitivity to such

universal and necessary respect of diplomatic immunity to

diplomats, their families and personnel without reference to

other factors such as nationali~y, creed or color.

Latin America is noted for its compliance with its inter-

national commitments as well as having enacted such principles

of International Law that will provide for the highest and most

cordial relations with nations and their people.

It is in this context, that the Republic of Panama pro-

claims the continued existance and guarantied destiny for this

respect.
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Therefore, we hold for the present, the hopeful oppor-

tunity that the petitioners will aid us in an effective

solution of our apparent and circumstantial differences so that

we can maintain mutual respect and fraternal friendship.

With this opportunity to express to Your Excellency the

assurances of our most highest and distinguished considerations.

Panama, December 28, 1979

•
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,'lr~':~REPUBLICADE PANAl\IA
i! /'~~~~I~TERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES

El Ministerio de Relaci6nes Exteriores de Panam§
presenta su saludo al Ministerto de Relaciones Exteriores
de la Republica Isl~mica del Ir~n,con ocasi6nde acusar
recibo de su muy atenta Nota Verbal de 21 del presente mes
de diciembre.

Desde ya manifestamos que esnuestro masfirme
prop6sito enmarcar nuestra cond~cta, en el caso que han te
nido a .bien somete~ a nuestra'consideract6n,' dentro de las
norma5 y principios del DerechoInternacional y 10s postti-
1ados de nuestro derecho interno.

E1 proceso hist6rico de nuestr~ reivindicaci6n
nacional evidencia ante el mundo que Panama es un pais 50-
berano que actQa por cu~nta propia y que, con indesmayabl~
tes6n lucha con m~todos pacificos,porque estamos convenci
dos de que ni la violencia, ,ni las amenazas, ni 1as intra~
s i~'~ncia s son e 1eme n to s h a b i1e spa ra cap tar e 1 a po yo del os
pueblos 0 para brindar 1a~ mejores soluciones.

Con muestra de madurez ~olttica, 1a Republica de
Panama se ha ganado ante e1 mundo el respeto general ..

Con igual serenidad nos'esforzamo~ por resolver
todos los problemas internacionales, 'por pequeiios que sean
o por largas que puedan serlas distancias~

Mucho lamentamos este ac~rcamiento de nues-
tros Gobiernos eO circunstancias de aparente discrepancia,
pero confiamos en que, 1a cabal comprensi6n del mutuo destj

destino de

Al Honorable'
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores
de la Republica Islamica de Iran.
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no de los pueblos ~mantes de la paz, producir~ el espfritu ne-
cesario-para alcanzar e1 punto de con~ergentia de nuestros in-
tereses mutuos.~_

Es con ese ~nimo que recibimos la informaci6n de-que
su apreciado pafs har~ uso de 10s mecanismos general mente ace£
tados por el Derecho Internacional para hacer efectiva su pre-
tensi6n de 6btener 1a extradici6n del ex-Cha de Ir~n;

Tengan 1a_seg~ridad de que presentaremos li debida y

nec~saria atenci6n alas gestiones que crean prudente hacer y,
a 1a vez, esperamosqu~ nuestra actitud positiv~ y nuestra rei
terada intenci6n de actuar de conformidad conel Derecho Inter
nacional seacorrespondida con una clara observanciade susnor
mas, principios y usos.

En con~ecuencia, es-t~mos prestos a iniciar un di~lo- ,
go productivo, tan pronto como recibamos-evid~ncias de que ma-
terias delicadas Y de tan necesa~io respeto uni~ersal como- 10
son las inmunidades de los- diplo~~ticos, de sus familias y de
su personal son ampliamente respetadas, sinreferencia -a facto
res no atinentes, como su nacionalidad, credo 0 color.

Am~rica Latina se precia de cump1ir sus compromisos
internaciona1es y de haber creado principios"de D~recho Inter
nacional propiciadores de las mejores y m~s cordiales relacio
nes e~tre los Estados y sus pueblos. "

En ese contexto,la RepOblica de Panam~ proc1ama u-
na existencia y un destino garantizadospor ese respeto.

Aguardaremos, por tanto, lafelfz oportunidad de
transitar por 10s senderos que nos lleven efectivamente a la
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soluci6n de nuestras ~parentes y circunstanci~lesdiferenc~as,
bajo el signa inspirador del resp~tom~tuo"y" la~amistad frate£
na.

Seapropicia la oportunidad paraexpresara" Vuestra
Excelencia las seguridades de nuestra m~s alt~ y ~istinguida
consideraci6n

Panam~, 28 de diciembre de 1979.
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