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Lumm15510n _of lnquxry to Iran

The fallrwirg ic €or ,au.,.uund us¢ in connection with the
U.S. statement fullowxng Sec:etary General Waldheim's announce-

ment that a Comrmission of Inguiry has been established to qo to
Tehran:

-- We will have a short !ormal statement on Secretary
General Waldhein's announcement that the Commission of Inquiry @
has been establizhed. .

~= You should know on barkqround that the U.S. has been
discussing the establishment ot a Commission with the Secretary
General since the first days of the crisis. .A proposal was
conveyed to the Iranians in mid-November. The Secretary General

‘discussed it avyain during his vqut to Tehran tho first week 1n

January.

== During that earlier poriod, wé were operatiné”withuut an
Iranian authoraty -rnparcd to make a commxtment in principle
to release the hortaqes. ' Two Iranian foreign ministers left
their ]Obs (Yaz.1: on November 6, Bani Sadr on November 28).
The Iranians were still talkini about trying the hostages and
holding them unti! the Shah wn: returned to Iran. - .

-- Now the situation is ¢iite different. .Therc .is an
elected President. Both he an'd the Foreign Minister have mads
statements alout lainging_the crisis to an .end and creating a

. situation in which The hostage: could be released. ..Only now

have we reached o point where there is reasonable expectation
that sendlnq the Commission could Jead to releasc of our penplv

- P e ey et TR e ge L RN N ST e e

- Thxs is u fact- ~-findiny Commission. It w111 hear Iran's
grievances and als~ look into cur grievances about our hostages.
The Commission wiil speak with cach of the hostages to determine
that they are ail there and t- assess their condition.”” The
instructions to trh. Commission make clear that they cannot be
subjected to int.:: nqatxon. ~~>~73ﬂf~: T Tf"wfﬁ‘*ff* -

a

-- The Secr=ta1y General has said the purpose of ‘the Com-

-mission is to allow an early resolution of the crisis. - That,

-of course, for u: Ty ludcd rev3se of all of our people.
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