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TO: PRESIDENT CARTER
FROM: HAMILTON JORDAN

RE: SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR CONSUMER AFFAIRS

R R

The purpose of this meeting is for you to request that

Ms. Peterson take on the temporary assignment as your

Special Assistant for Consumer Affairs until the new Consumer

Protection Agency is created.

If she raises questions as to location, staff support, etc.,
those can be worked out by me in the meeting which I have '

with her after yours.

She is popular with consumers (Ralph Nader's first choice
to be SACA), labor and people on the Hill. Her job will
be to represent you in the interim period when we are
trying to pass the Consumer Protection Agency legislation.
Her appointment also will signal that senior citizens

can play an active role in your Administration. We have

had too much press on "bright, young, people".
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CARTER SENDS A LETTER -
| TO FREI ON C.IA. zssug‘

Special to The New York Tiroes

WASHINGTON, March 11—President:
Carter has expressed his ‘“personal re-
gret” to former President Eduardo Frei
Montalva of Chile over press reports that
Mr. Frei had received funds from the
Unijted States Central Intelligence -Agen-
cy ' '

The report that Mr. Frei and 10 other
presidents or high officials of foreign gov-
ernments had been recipients of C.LA.
funds was published in The New York
Times February 19. Mr. Frei, a longtime
leader of the Christian Democratic Party,
called the report “‘a damnable lie.”

Mr. Carter did not directly deny that
any C.I.A. money had gone to Mr. Frei.
He referred to “‘these malicious stories,”
and told Mr. Frei that “I cannot prevent
 groundless assertions.”

Here is the text of Mr. Carter’s letter
as it was released in Santiago by Mr.
Frei and published in a Spanish transla-
tion by newspapers in the Chilean capital:

“I want to express to you my personal
regret for any embarrassment that the
press reports, alleging that you have re-
ceived payments from the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, may have caused you or
the people of Chile. -

““As you know, I have no control over
the news media in our country, and I
cannot prevent groundless assertions. I
do want you to know, however, of my
high personal esteem for you and for the
people of Chilé and I trust that these
maliéious stories will not cast a shadow
over our own traditional friendship.”

The letter was signde “With best
wishes, Sincerely, Jimmy Carter,” o
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