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FOR ACTION: ATTORNEY GENER�L BELL 
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INFO ONLY: THE VIC E PRESIDENT FRANK MOORE (LES FRANCIS) 

,"TERRY RAFSHOON ,JACK WATSOl\1 

ANNE WEXLER ZBTG BRZEZINSKI 

SUBJECT: H OUSE RESOLUTION 291 REQUESTING CERT.AIN tNFORlVIl\TTON 

RELATING 'ID CRUDE OT.L AND REPINED PETROLEUM PRODUr.1'S 
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+ RESPONSE 

+ BY: 
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ACTION RE<J_JESTED: YOJR Ca>1MENTS 

STAFF RESPONSE: ( ) I CCl\JCUR. NO COMlV!ENT. HOLD. 

PLEASE NarE arHER CO'VIMENTS BELOitJ: 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TELEPHONE MEMORANDUM 

------------------------- .19 __ 

NAME ACTION 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE:197G-0-375-347 



. � ·� �n�nm, IDr.. 
C1tlerl& 

®ffiu nf iqt C!I�rlt 

��- �M of �pre�nhrlfuts 
�a11qington, �.QI. Z0515 

The President 

The White House 

Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 18, 1979 

Enclosed herewith is an engrossed and attested copy of 

House Resolution 291, as passed by the House of Representatives 

on June 15, 1979, whereby the House requests certain information 

relating to crude oil and refined petroleum products. 

With kind regards, I am 

Enclosure 

0 
JR., Clerk 

U. S. House of Representatives 
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In th� H(/us� 'of Representatives, . U. S.� 
. . . . - . - . . ' : ' · -_ · 

-_. -
· . . 

June 15, 1979 . 

. ' .. �-- Resol�ed, That . th� -p��sident',' to 'the- extent- possible; is di

�e�ted -t� furillsh 'to th� H�u-�e of Represe�tatives, not later than 

fift�en. d�ys : fdll<)�g; the 'adoption of' this- resolution, ftill' and 

compl�te infor�atioh on' th�- folloWing: 
- . - ' ' �··· (1) the 'exist�nce . and i>erc�ntag�' �f: short�ges �of 'crude 

oil and refined petroleuin products Within· the United States. 

and administrative regions; 
(2) the �urrent level of demand for crude oil and refined . - -_' ipet�oleu� 'ptod�ets- within' the United States and administra-

' . .  
tive r'egions; · 

: ' ·  

(3) the current quantity and locatio� prior' t6 final retailJ 
···sale of existing supplies of crude oil and �efined petroleum 
-products within the United States and administni.ti�e -�eiions; 

(4) methods used in the allocation of supplie; �f cn�--de oil 
' -

and refined petroleum products among the' various. adminis-
trative regions of the United States since January 1, 1978; 

(5) directives changing or amending allocations of crude 
oil or refmed petroleum products among or within the various 
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administrative regions of the United States since January 1, 

1978; 

(6) facts in the possession of the executiv¢:Lbra:nc.li::ilefti{ 
onstrating any action within private industry to withhold or 

reduce supplies of crude oil or refined petroleum products 

available for pu�liq distribution since J anuaryJ, 1978; ., 
�_,; 

·
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·,,� (_7) Pl1P�ic statements since Janl.lary 1, 1979, of the 
, ",,n ', ';-• J_ 0\, ' .l, • ;  •"· .1.; '>,_:. 

. i h J=>re,��4�:�h. t�u� , ,��"c�s��rY; of:.�.��rgY;, .?.�·; s:p?��srr,t��;.�ct�g on 
•. , -. �- • ( •' •' ' ' •' '•' 

_:, 
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... , . r .th�ir .. be4alf, pertain�ng. ,speeifi,c�UYJ� ���r��g��. a.n� �upply .�� __ , . - · - ,..� ··-· :·· . . . •  ,_._,_.: . .. -� .. .  : .:·:'\•.' · \.-:�_, -,.-_, : -- �-• .' ·.:.: ·�· - • .. _}:._:_ .. 

f.: . .. crqde 9il. ap.d .refi�ed P.etr?leu� ,pro��ct�. a,s. �eEl as _al}y �.�.�f;; 
• , o ! .I 0 ' • ' , , , � t. I : • , I ." , ,_I · , ,' 1 .I , ' ' . ' ' � • • : ; - .. ' :: l , , ' • 0 .I I I ',; ,, � /-'• .' : ! ; �1 · ,_· .• - : . .:, 

sion of foreign supplie_s. ()f. crude oil and refi�ed_ petro�eu:n:t. 
• � : : .f ' • � ' :, ,: :· : l : • ' : ; : '• : ; ' ' I I � -· • • ; ' I : � � I • � ",_.; '.! 

. , ... products intended for shipment to the United States;· 
_· _ • .  c;· .: } }�.: ·. ?�-� �; ;!;!,-� l.i ---<�: .. ::..:.·: .�:.'"!j �.:··. : ' · .  :-1"_: �-�:�_-; : . •  • � i 

:., .. , ,, t? f: .,��>r � ;t�� r;P;��?��,ta_g�,,! Rh�r;tg�: Jn ).h.�: .ya,r.�p11s 
:
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products obtained from the refin�g of. c.r.u.d�_oH,. o:n; a m_onthly 
�·1:_,_.·;�..:.".:1 -:·� _ _  .;�-

-
.1-�,-�-_!�_·1; :!/;',-

. • .  , •• : ,
. 
:.. 1(9), acti.ons, . �rectives, or :communications r�garding 

• 1 ·  ·:!'., � :!1-;,, ; ; ; j.f,!�.· '. 1
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changes in the refinery yield of petroleum .pr9dl1ct�, :since 
_ . _ ,_ ,  ' • . . .· . . ; 

-�����ry l, 197�; .... ,, \ '·
.,: . , ::·.· 

' 
,' ' '! :�-/ 

· ' . . .  (1Q)
_
a�w ���.uqt��n ;�n ,.th�. S\}pply. _of .c_r�d� .oil .. from any 

- � � . _ ,· ,!:-�.- ,?; 11!.: •• j�\; • • ,, : l . .' ' ::-• • _.,· -�·.:--·· • 
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f�reign. po,u���"Y.. �ip.c�.} �n1;1a!"y. -�' . .19?.$,, ff. not, inco�patible 
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with the public interest; . , , , . , · . : , · i .. _: ... : : _; 
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(11)
, 
refin�ry >?,�P�9it� utiliza��o�'..: on a .z:n?nthly basis, 

since J am1�ry 1, }.�78. . 
. •  ' . . .. -:=!=:.; , .  ' : __ ;j_:.:: 
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The information requested in this resolution shall be made 

available to each Member of the House of Representatives in 

accordance with applicable rules of the House. 

Attest: 

Clerk. 



OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 

June 20, 1979 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: BENJAMIN CIVILETTI ��� 
ACTING ATTORNEY GEN�L 

RE: House Resolution 291 

We are in receipt of House Resolution 291, as 
passed by the House of Representatives on June 15, 

1979, which requests certain information relating to 
crude oil and refined petroleum products, in the 
possession of the Executive Branch. In general, the 
Resolution requests data relating to the supply and 
demand for crude oil and petroleum products as well as 
various regulatory actions taken with respect to al
location and refinery yields. These data are not in the 
possession of the Department of Justice. Rather, such 
data are routinely collected by the Department of Energy. 
We have contacted DOE officials to insure that they are 
aware of this information request and can respond 
appropriately. 

With respect to Item number 6 of the Resolution 
which requests information concerning the withholding of 
supply by private industry, the Department expects to supply 
an interim report on the apparent gasoline shortage to you 
by Monday, June 25, 1979. This report will provide you with 
a description of the activities of the Antitrust Division 
in its investigation, as well as a preliminary assessment 
of the information relating to the apparent shortage. Since 
the interim report will contain a number of tentative sug
gestions regarding the possible causes of the shortage and 
describe the details of an ongoing investigation, we would 
prefer that the report in its entirety not be released, con
sistent with normal Department policy. Moreover, disclosure. 
of the report might discourage industry representatives from 
continuing to cooperate voluntarily with the Department's 
ongoing investigation. Further, because several of our 
preliminary findings are extrern�ly tentative in nature, it is 
possible that release of the report could encourage unwarranted 
conclusions regarding culpability for the shortage. 



•' . .... 

-2-

However, we believe that the report could be 
sununarized in a manner that would not jeopardize our 
ongoing investigation. Such a summary could contain a 
discussion of possible contributing factors to the 
shortage, without describing the details of the investi
gation, or several working hypotheses that provide the 
analytical framework for our inquiry. The summary 
could also contain a general description of the future 
timing and direction of our ongoing investigation. If, 
however, you deem release of the full report to be the 
appropriate course of action, such release would result 
neither in the disclosure of competitively sensitive 
information, or information that would irreparably 
impair the investigation. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

JUN 2 2 1979 · 

THE PRESIDENT � . � 

JAMES T. MciNTYRE, JRr 
House Resolution 291 - Requesting Certain 
Information on Crude Oil and Refined 
Petroleum Products 

According to the Department of Justice, you are not legally bound to 
respond to the House Resolution. However, in view of the controversy 
over exactly what is the cause of petroleum shortages in the United 
States, you cannot ignore the resolution. You should respond to the 
House request, making it clear that you are not bound by law to respond 
to the resolution, but that you have and will continue to provide the 
best possible information to the Congress and to the American people 
on petroleum supply. 



t4EMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

JUN 2 2 1979 

THE PRESIDENT � . 

J 
JAMES T. MciNTYRE, JRr 
House Resolution 291 - Requesting Certain 
Information on Crude Oil and Refined 
Petroleum Products 

According to the Department of Justice, you are not legally bound to 
respond to the House Resolution. However, in view of the controversy 
over exactly what is the cause of petroleum shortages in the United 
States, you cannot ignore the resolution. You should respond to the 
House request, making it clear that you are not bound by law to respond 
to the resolution, but that you have and will continue to provide the 
oest possible information to the Congress and to the American people 
on petroleum supply. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

JUN 2 2 19l9 

THE PRES! DENT 

0 . 

_, 

J�ES T. Mc!N�RE, J� 
House Resolution 291 - Requesting Certain 

·Information on Crude Oil and Refined 
Petroleum Products 

According to the Department of Justice, you are not legally bound to 
respond to the House Resolution. However, in view of the controversy 
over exactly what is the cause of petroleum shortages in the United 
States, you cannot ignore the resolution. You should respond to the 
House request, making it clear that you are not bound by law to respond 
to the resolution, but that you have and will continue to provide the 
best possible information to the Congress and to the American people 
on petroleum supply. 



�1EMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

JUN 2 2 1979 

THE PRESIDENT 0 . 

"" JAMES T. MciNTYRE, JRr 
House Resolution 291 - Requesting Certain 

·Information on Crude Oil and Refined 
Petroleum Products 

According to the Department of Justice, you are not legally bound to 
respond to the House Resolution. However, in view of the controversy 
over exactly what is the cause of petroleum shortages in the United 
States, you cannot ignore the resolution. You should respond to the 
House request, making it clear that you are not bound by law to respond 
to the resolution, but that you have and will continue to provide the 
best possible information to the Congress and to the American people 
on petroleum supply. 



t1EMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

JUN 2 2 19�9 

THE PRES I DENT 

0 . _, 

JAMES T. MciNTYRE, JY. 
House Resolution 291 - Requesting Certain 

·Information on Crude Oil and Refined 
Petroleum Products 

According to the Department of Justice, you are not legally bound to 
respond to the House Resolution. However, in view of the controversy 
over exactly what is the cause of petroleum shortages in the United 
States, you cannot ignore the resolution. You should respond to the 
House request, making it clear that you are not bound by law to respond 
to the resolution, but that you have and will continue to provide the 
best possible information to the Congress and to the American people 
on petroleum supply. 

·�.....,..,.- . -·�-·--· -·
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r�EMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

JUN 2 2 1979 

THE PRES I DENT 

0 . 

_.. 

JAMES T. MciNTYRE, JRr 
House Resolution 291 - Requesting Certain 
Information on Crude Oil and Refined 
Petroleum Products 

According to the Department of Justice, you are not legally bound to 
respond to the. House Resolution. However, in view of the controversy 
over exactly what is the cause of petroleum shortages in the United 
States, you cannot ignore the resolution. You should respond to the 
House request, making it clear that you are not bound by law to respond 
to the resolution, but that you have and will continue to provide the 
best possible information to the Congress and to the American people 
on petroleum supply. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

JUN 2 2 1919 

THE PRESIDENT 0 . 

J 
JAMES T. MciNTYRE, JRr-. 
House Resolution 291 - Requesting Certain 

·Information on Crude Oil and Refined 
Petroleum Products 

According to the Department of Justice, you are not legally bound to 
respond to the House Resolution. However, in view of the controversy 
over exactly what is the cause of petroleum shortages in the United 
States, you cannot ignore the resolution. You should respond to the 
House request, m aking it clear that you are not bound by law to respond 

·to the resolution, but that you have and will continue to provide the 
oest possible information to the Congress and to the American people 
on petroleum supply. 


