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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

8/2/79 4:00 pm

rick --

latest -- enclosed/attached
are all versions i have of
president's editing sequence
of speech drafts re address
to the nation -- including
'master' (final) copy.

i have let the president know
that you will keep them all
together and they will be
eventually sent to his
handwriting/archives/material
for presidential library

(i think!)

thanks—--susan
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E. 1 suggested deletions

& s‘oecm—pn'
m for meJ
Lﬂ/ '

Three years ago/\—- on July 15, 1976 = I accepted

e,

the nomination of my party to run for President of the

United States. I promised you a President who is not

isolated from the peopleEJaa—t]who feels your pain and shares ,
. draws |

your dreams and tai-_e] his strength and his wisdom akéhidis
Clalieare fromElouJ ,M

During the past three years, I have spoken to you on
many occasions‘.

labout national concerns --
the energy crisis; reorganizing the government; our nation's

economy and issues of war -- and peace.

But over those Jﬁ@ﬂ years, the subjects of the
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speeches, the talks and the press conferences have be-
come increasingly narrow, focussed more and mo:%ﬁon what
the isolated world of fvnks is important.
N Ehey_call—-i—nJWashington/\Ehe—i-seues;“l Gradually, you have
—H\\'V\ks

heard more and more about what the governmentEé&«kﬁﬁéaor

what the government should be doing -- and less and less
P ————————————— .

about our nation's hopes, our dreams and our vision of the

future.

Ten days ago, I had planned to speak to you again --
about a very important subject -- energy. For the fifth
time, I would have described the urgency of the problem
and laid out a series of legislative recommendations to the
Congress. §Ut as 1 was preparing to speak #£e—yew, I began
to ask myself the same question that I know has been

lavc /€ G
troubling many of you: Why has—it—been-so—diffiturt—Ffor

) ' /lo/ been t//{: g5 ﬂ“AX’ILSQ/‘/¢‘OUF
eer—rmatien,to get together, and—taekte—its serious energy

T+ s clear
> [Eroblem? And—¥—could-see that the true problems of our

dolerrmo<
i




nation are much deeper -- deeper than gasoline lines, oY

deepes-than energy shortages, deeper even than inflation

or recession. And I realized -- more than ever -- that,

as President, I need your help.

So I decided to reach out and listen to the voices

of America. I invited to Camp David people from almost

every segment of our society -- business and labor; teachers

-

and preachers; governors, mayors and private citizens. Then

I left Camp David to(%isi:—?{ivatb tromes ana'tGXlisten to
other Americans -- men and women like you. It has been
an extraordinary ten days, and I want to share with you

what I have heard.

First of all, I got a lot of personal advice. Let

me quote a few of the typical comments:

eV T

"Mr. President, you're not leading this nation --
you're just managing the government."
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"You don't see the people enough énymore."

"Some of your Cabingt members don't seem loyal. There

is not enough discipline among your disciples."

wh ]
"Don't talk,about politics or the mechanics of govern-

ment, but about an understanding of the common good."

"We're in trouble. Talk to us about blood, sweat

and tears."

"If you lead, Mr. President, we will follow."

ahonf

Many people talked about themselves -- andAthe condi-

tion of our nation:

T feel hike people are

"I feel so far from government. [%hélﬁrdinaryﬁéhﬂnmm/\

%é]excluded from politiéal_power.“

"Some of us have suffered from recession all our

lives."

Electrostatic Com' RMade
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"Some have wasted energy, but others haven't had any-

thing to waste."

"The big shots are not the only ones who are important.
You can't sell anything on Wall Street unless someone digs

pe>

it up somewhere J“]C’} /.

IR o = /Me Pecripet,

"We are confronted with a moral and spiritual crisis.'
N

1

"No material shortage can touch the important things,

N

like God's love for us and our love for one another."

Several of our discussions were on energy, and I have

a notebook full of comments and advice:

"We can't go on consuming:40 pér cent more energy

than we produce."

"When we import oil, we're also importing inflation

plus unemployment."
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"We've got to mse what” we have .
only
The Middle East kEEYffve per cent of the world's

but .
energy, Ythe United States has 24 per cent."

"Our neck is stretched over the fence, andE-he

has
genple_aé]OPEC hafg the knife."

\;> "There will be other cartels'and‘shortages, American

A/lf/om ({,,M/ -

e Acourage now can set a path to follow in the future."

. "Be bold, Mr. President! We may make mistakes, but we

are v en.:l Y
! > have,to experiment."

( -

"The real issue is freedom."

"We must deal with the energy problem on a war

footing."

+he | Lequvale nt of )
"When we ent;;r;iral war, Mr. President, don't issue

us BB gu‘ns." ' @SERT D

As. Prasident,lJI_listen. to _the-wigdam of—Amerieans;

. of¢course T keow, of course, Hiat
; 7 _@—Wtﬁg\ﬁovernment actions and legislation
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What I heard over these ten days emp+y confirmed my
belief in the decency and strength and wisdom of the

American people. But it also bore out some of my deepest

‘ [ong s fondsnf
:Leqﬂx‘\" . 75

jconcerns about our Nation's underlying

fﬂ(’tQW\J .
diffieulties:

Electrostatic Copy RNiade
for Prescrvation Purposes




e B

can be very important. That's why I have worked hard to

£ i L
put my campaign promises into law- E%é}have—ha&Amlxed
success. But after listening to the American people I

have been reminded again that all the legislation in the

‘world[c—:an'-g/\fix what's wrong withn America.

LJM" 4‘\-’

So I,will speak to you first tonight about a subject

even more serious than energy or inflation.

— —-— —

I want to talk to yoqdright noyﬂabout a fundamental

threat to[}ha—ea*véve&—eé American democracy.

I do not mean our political and civil liberties. They

will endure. And I do not refer to the outward strength

of America, a nation that is {tonight/at peace everywhere

u'\ma:‘{—"\'-é economiC powe l’
in the world; withAaaEéunmmyw-qrﬁhxx&giaand A military
Getnmartehed.
might , thattds~the-envy-ef--atl—|

The threat #hat—I-see is nearly invisible in ordinary

Electrostatic Copy fMade
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ways. It is a crisis of confidence. It is a crisis that

strikes at the very heart, soul, and spirit of our national

will. We can see this crisis in the growing doubt about
the meaning of our own lives and in the loss of a unity of

purpose for our nation. The erosion of our confidence in

-H'\reﬂ"em‘n5 +D

the future is,\destroy[i-ng] the social and political fabric

of ewF America.

The confidence we have always had as a people is not

| @ Mge?-.,
simply some romatic dream, or aA roverﬂ'in a dusty book Tﬁalw.-ﬂ’-

d
rec )
> used on theﬁ{‘ourth of July. It is the idea which has

u—f{\i""jﬂ(r\l\d{ﬂ‘ our &Acaace J.we,lopmea«.’\", : l‘-
i ) —@mg;esﬂéS a netiem

LV LA™
E;unded,\

Confidence in the future has Esupportea everything else --

public institutions and private enterprise, our own fami-

lies and the very Constitution of the United States.

Confidence has defined our course as-e-amabkisen and

served as the link/ between generations. We have always
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believed in something called progress; we have always

. & +imes
hadAfaith that the[?axékof our children would be better

than our own. Our people are losing that faith -- not

only in government itself, but in the abilityE?é]citizens

to serve as the ultimate rulers and shapers of our democracy.

As a people, we know our past and are proud of it.
Our progress has been part of the living history of America.

always ,
L’ﬁE{EEEEived-we were part of a great movement of humanity

called democracy, involved in the search for freedom -- and

 has a’Way_c,J
that belief?étrengthened us in our purpose. But just as we

are losing our confidence in the future, we are also be-~

ginning to close the door on our past.

In q
Eékpation that was proud of hard work, strong families,

onvr

close~knit communities andEu.ppe-peed—bﬂ.a faith in Gocl)Eas-

too many of ns now '
A bosomo—a—prople~thal tendg mefe—and—megeAEE}worship[ieisuse,
je)F—ihdu)gencc

and consumption. Human identity is no longer de-
/) i
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one ome{,
fined by what awwan does, but by what he,owns.

But we have discovered that owning things and con-

suming things does not satisfy our longing for meaning.
fl |m5 up
We have learned that:Eéyam.Lnafeé&bée—eueeeee—tﬂnpfeéue*ﬁéj

v LUQ Qi 4Au{,x¢
e material goods cannot fill the emptiness of liyesgg%thgu£]

confidence or purpose.

of the American s}o;rj_‘J

The symptoms Of‘;hl:)crlSlS are all around us.

For the first time, a majority of our people believe
that the next five years will be worse than the past five

years.

¢y en~
Two-thirds of our people do not, vote.

The productivity of American workers is actually
dropping, and the willingness of Americans to save for the
ollew

future has drepped below that of all other people in the

Western world.
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e

There is a growing disrespect| for government,[éné] bort

. 'm_‘_w‘)’ maeda
for churches, schoolsﬁand other institutions.

This is not a message of happiness or reassurance,

, but it is the truth/and. it is a warning.

These changes did not happen overnight. They have
come upon us gradually, over the'lastEaNH&i%¥ea;s———

g qemarg%éu -

years that were filled with shocks and tragedy.

We were sure ours was a nation of the ballot, not
and

the bullet -- until the murders of John Kessmmdw, Robert

Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr.

We were taught that our armies were always invincible
and our causes always just —-- only to suffer the agony of

)
Viet Mam.

We respected the Presidency as a place of honor --

until the shock of Watergate.

Electrostatic Copy Made
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Wken *f’ﬂ); r).[}(,-\_,a..e‘.t}.

== We remember[%ﬁaé}"sound as a dollar" was an expression
of dependability -- uhtil[éeé]years of inflation began to

shrink our dollar and our savings.

We believed tﬁft our resources were limitless -- until
— ho-{ comp=tace 1o face with

‘:1973 wherBweF_se-ala.z.&'{lour growing dependence on foreign

oil.

‘ Sl’l'\

- - These wounds are,very deep. They have never been
healed.

Looking for a way out of this crisis, our people have
ALWCJA ,,,,{/ dl{‘
i,ﬁf”’ -éegﬂ& a Federal government isolated from the mainstream of

our nation's life. LJaJhmjLMA,Dizq has 6¢¢“uc— a

tsland. The 'gap between our citizens and our government has

never been so wide.

nof eas7 answers

The American people are looking for honest answers \--

c\emr‘ ]Cﬂ/erSh iy, ) and
not false clalms,[aeg eva51veness,mlitics as usualE—

Electrostatls Lopy Viade
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Eu.b-ug seems incapable of action.

TR

and elsewhere around the count

that .

twisted and pulled in every direction by hundreds of well-

el
financed and powerful special interests. /®hey 2e every

/ IextremeRpositionEmMewﬂdefended to the last vote,

almost to the last\breath, by one unyielding E‘owe-r-f-&g group

or another. often see a balanced and fair approach

that demands Eacrificeja little sacrifice from everyone[_]

abandoned |like an orphaﬂwithout support and without friends.

ot

Oftgn e paralysis, stagnation, and drift.

A Eie] simply must have faith in each other, faith i
ability t govern ourselves,
our E.oae—rﬂmen-tj and faith in the future.
/7,(;44)

Restoring that faith and confidence to America is,the

most important task[wh-’rel:]we'face_[; et

.:)—— it is the

Eec&msmeﬂc Copy Mado
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true challenge of this generation of Americans.

last

One of the visitors ,jto Camp David[}hé%]week put it this

way: . "We've got to stop crying and start sweating; stop

talking and start walking; stop cursing and start praying. ..

The strength we need will come not from.

. /(,,l f

but from every house in Ameri

We know the strength of erica. /\We are the heirs of

generations who survived threats much more powerful and

\
} - b—{.ﬁﬂ/\/q

awesome than those that challenge us now. Our methers and
Vico Year
a%hefs were great men and women who shaped a new society

during the great Depression; who fought world wars and

carved out a new charter of peace for the world.

| ourselves | just
We\are the Americans whoMten years ago put a man

on the moon. We are the generation that dedicated our

society to the pursuit of human rights and equality.‘ And

Electrostatic Copy Made
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we are the generation that will win the war on the energy

ClI'HJY
problem -- and in that process rebuild the E%ﬁﬂ%ﬂand confi-

~r——T

dence of America.

We are at a turning point in our history.

There are two paths to choose.

One is the path I have warned about tonight -- the path
~. that leads to fragmentation and self-interest. Down that

a M\ s\&‘tm \ ACQ
road lleshthe—&&Luseen of freedom -- the right to grasp

for ourselves some advantage over others. That path would be
one of constant conflict between narrow interests, ending

Ard—rorhonat-

in chaosﬁané]immobility[; It is the route Eé}failure.

All the traditions of our past -- all the lessons of
the promseys
our heritage -- all eireromises of our future -- point to

another path -- £e- the path of common purpose and the

restoration of our values. That path leads t [E%be;ty.

Frne Breedom - For\

our Nabon amd purselves.
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+ﬂm@4¥u§#~?ﬁ~¢L4mL—$e>t

[B2%Y h\e,rLt cu{'e

«— Energy w111 be the test of our ability to unlteA4GL VHLL&k,

£ N

Cawn
bat It ##33 also be the standard around which we rally.

| — —

f [?h_the_battleiield_oi—energYT—WE‘caﬂ—win—for—our—natien

a new qgniidenseﬁﬁnd;we_can—seize—controi—eé—euf~eommon
1 . y:{

In little more than two decades, we have gone from

a position of energy independence to one in which almost

Coun4nes .
half the 011 we use comes from foreign souwrees -- at prices

that are going through the roof. Our dependence on OPEC
has already taken a tremendous toll on our economy and our

people. It is the direct cause of the_long lines which

aqqraquunq
have made millions of you spend scountless—frustreting hours

wihiting for gas. It is the cause of the increased inflation
in—the—comig—yeorr.
Je e,\,\,ALMCQ. (a2 ¥
and unemployment we [now] f_ace}lh_'This intolerable G-\.tE\a.t'_Lan i

-C;(t' o:l

threatens our economic independence and the very security

of our nation.
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The energy crisis is real. It is worldwide. It is
a clear and present danger to our nation. These are
facts -- and we simply must face them.

What I have to say to youzggnighg.about energy 1is

simple -- and vitally important.

Point one. I am tonight setting a clear goal for
the energy policy of the United States. Beginning this

moment, this nation will never use more foreign oil than

we did in 1977 -- nggr! From now on, every new addition
to our demand for energy will be met from our own produc-
tion and our own conservation. Thé generation-long growth
in our dependence on foreign oil will be stopped dead in

its tracks, right now -- and then reversed as we move

O ————————————

through the 1980's. For I am tonight setting the further
cutting | Aot
goal ofMour dependence on foreign oil by[onaaba-l-f onc-half
§'

by the end of the next decade -- a saving of over $ million

Electrostotic Copy Miade
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barrels of imported oil per day.
'f‘ariefs
Point two. To insure that we meet these geaits, I

will Juse my Presidential authoriti]to set import quotas.
I‘am-announcing tonight that for-1979.and 1980, I will
forbid the entry into this country of one drop of foréign
oii more than these goals allow. These quotas will insure

a reduction in imports even below the ambitious levelsE%
we set

jquumi_ﬁélat the Tokyo Summit.

+hese—y il
- qive us €n 1 fecer [ .
Point three. ToAa s, I am asking for
A

-

the most massive peacetime commitment of funds and resources

in our nation's history to develop America's own alternative

ol 5
sources of fuel -- from coal, fromﬂshalen from plant pro-

+ﬁe Tun,

ducts for gasahol, from unconventional gas, from sedaz.

. oM . .
I propose the creation oan{ér;vagéLEnergy Security Corpora-

fo poblace T\ eplacing,
tion to lead this effort,with-a-goal e£f)® million barrels
F "% oil a5
or ! ! . bYIQQO,

A per day withi-h—a—decads.

Just as a similar synthetic

Ziectrestatic Cepy Miade
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The corporation will issue up to $5 billion in smald-

Seccsht

denomineation-bends—~~—whieh-we.uill—eall EnerngBonds --
in swadl dene minakeg

éq that &xe average Americanscan invest directly in

oyt

America's energy security.

Eiectrostatie Copy Nisds
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rubber corporation .helped us win World War II, so too will

we mobilize American determination and ability to win the

energy war. Moreover, I will soon submit legislation to
| - the o
Congress calling for Jcreation of this nation's first Solar

Bank -- which will help us achieve the crucial goal of twenty

on our Ca’w*f ’?“’w P
per cent seiar energy,by the year 2000. These efforts will k ielq_

Yot s ka CDV\ ress must enact the Wl‘vw”-n” PY"HB %Xuy

e
el
AN

cost money -- Eb-etJIt will be money well spent. Unlike the

. billions of dollars we ship to foreign countries to pay

-

for foreign o0il, these funds will be paid E;/ Americans to

—~ Mo # o imcreate
Americans. They will go to fightAinflation and unemployment  -—

hot-——fuel—+them:

Point four. I am asking Congress to mandate -- to

require as a matter of law -- that our nation's utilities

silty

cut their massive use of 0il by sixikefidec per cent within

the next decade and switch to other fue%@ecially coal,

our most abundant energy source.
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Point five. To make absolutely certain that nothing

stands in the way of achieving these goals, I will urge

~ [

Congress to create an Energy Mobilization Board which,
A :
like [tha War Production Board in World War II, will have

the responsibility and authority to cut through the red

+he the voadblocks v comple ting ke
taée\,réllayzar%dless[- . y

hatienke—ab T Tty toTComplrete~eribiaal iene rgy projects.

(INSERT C)

Point six. I am proposing a bold conservation program

}o involve ~ =
’ A Ei.n-—uh.i.dh]every state, county, and city,] and every American

L-=-ingy ' e fforT You
our energy battle. This[pr.o.g.naﬂjwill permit Emweﬂto

N build ‘into your

amd our Ildw
E : i te—@ﬂ conservation lin—t:ba.i,r homes a&é—-a‘g&ié-

~—at a sk ypu
meRds a-t.—-p-ﬁ'.-cesE,h-e‘chan afford. I ask Congress to give

citizenl 75 e A IO S frsm

- /:94'?/

= me authority for mandatory conservationl\ and,‘standby C(Gﬁolme—

-‘uvﬂ\w energy,
rationing. To |makeli. casier~for~eactr—of youdeﬂ conserve

ey;(v?x, B
— I am proan&ﬂ $10 billion over the next
Fonight | | |
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Cusent O

We will protect our enviﬂr_onment. But when this Nation

a a
critically needsArefinerils or,pipeliney -- we will

Ié

build then.

Fiectrostatic Copy Mizde
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decade to strengthen our pub sportation systems.

And I am asking youwfor
securitb’é take no unnece®

ary trips, to[c:a.r.pna;—o-a use

CarPOO]S oYy a-//c _-Fe_we_y—
A public transportation whenever you can, to E—r—wejg:vm:—l—es/\
set
E,ees per week, 1%0 obey the speed limit and to %ewexr your
o, sqve ue\

and for your nation's

e T

(- ry vevy I\ k@
thermostats. Eaeh—eae-va act of energy conservation,is E-l-eo]

more_than just —~ it is anact of
an-aet—ef common sense patriotismEbi:eh—w—i-}-l——a-}-}:ew—eur
Our Naton
Ml\must be fair to the poorest among us --

iwcrease : a ’Cl

so- A w111 t-E—t-pl-e——the-[: jﬁwa_m‘]...mak.e..mmla.bl
~ needy

LQi-dryaomel Americans ,cope with rising ener prices.
A g gy

OL{—W W ‘l’e\l\’\k
We haue@few«n—ﬁ—sed—to—fh—i—n—]etﬁgaof conservation only

cuv\\f_‘s
in terms of sacrifice. In fact it is the most,é&ixeet and

immediate way of re-building our nation's strength.

Every gallon of o0il each one of us saves is a new

Sioctrestatic Copy Hisde
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form of production -- it gives us that-—mueh more freedom,
VWore uy\Q&MCC'
that much more control over our own lives.

So the solution to our energy crisis can also help US
canq,uer - in our country,
Ee—-sc'l've the crisis of the spirit jabhout~whiech~F—eartier
OWUr
ta}keﬂ~, It can rékindle our sense of unity, [Q.f.Jconf‘:'Edence

(L M
abewt the future] Tt—witl-~sha

new
pesesmiasm and give us%se of purpose. Ee#i-l—l—se-lﬁve

COoN-
our €énergy W%MWJ@—%—S&MMG&&Q—E—

We-enﬁ—d-e-r% We o do Ay we have.

cristis—ofAmerica. A ‘We have the Mrces ——,(more
o1l 17 o ‘

&
Ashaler:;'k-l than several Saudi Arabias, more coal than any

nation on earth/‘\E‘ﬂ \Lle have the world's highest level of
wl'\"L
technolog}/r\E‘ﬂ We have the most skilled work force |and—the

n-m))' behcve ‘nvd‘j

innovative genlus ’ﬁ\ﬁwe have the national w11}\‘te—sv'lve

—L; Wi +f\|$ war.
the -problems which-beset-us.

I-know..the strength-of-America-—I-have-a-deep—-and.

ab#ds+ngcopffdaence in-the—ideals—and-wisdem-of_our people

Electrostatie Comy Misde
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and the enduring values of r institutions.
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CENDING INSE@

I do not promise you that this new struggle for

€asy .

freedom will be easief—eh&ﬁ—any—othe;—we—have—wen:3

I do not promise a quick way out of our nation's
problems -- when the truth is that the only way out is an

all-out effort.

I
What I do promise you is that yeuwr—govermmesnt will

lead our fight, it will enforce fairness in our struggle,

1 - I
it will ensure honesty -- and above all yeur-gowveramment

will att.

We can manage the short-term shortages more effectively --

and we wil}. But there are no short-term solutions to our

long-range problems. T11Qr¢ IS Mo oua7 43 aveid
Saoer! ;;ga& .

Just.within..the..energy-area-each-step..involves_hundreds

of complex--choices.

I will~be~ahficuncing new déélsions-week by week --

but only-as-new-programs-are-truly—-ready;--not--in.a.spirit

Electrostatic Copy Risds
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of _panic.

Twelve hours from now I will speak again -- in
&,ﬁ*y /€¢J‘§::ifﬂ§ur

;éé?;; Kansas City -- to4e%af;£yAaddltlonal speedific energy

| goals.

I will continue to travel the country to hear the f; 4
Youw ean hilp me derclop a nahomal af‘”d& 19505
people of America.A I will listen. And I will act. v

‘f_ﬂ-itv‘-&, wa w) ‘\ a c_{ 4-° 1’":{‘1“"'{_‘

Just as the search for solutions to our energy short-
},//eges has led us to a new awareness of our nation's deeper
problems -- so our willingness to work for those solutions

can strengthen us to attack those deeper problems.

Little by little we can end must rebuild our confi-

dence. We may spend until we empty our treasuries, we J onl '{
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may summon all the wonders of science -- but,our greatest

resources; are America's people, America's values, and

America's confidence. N y .
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> strength of America in thQ’inexhaustible resources of

our people. R

In the days to come let us renew that strength in

the struggle for an energy secure nation.
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Let us commit ourselves together to a rebirth of

the American spirit.
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With our common faith, we cannot fail.
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