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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
July 12, 1979 

• 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRES I DENT 

FROM: JERRY RAFSHOON 

SUBJECT: The Speech 

I have gone over your draft with the speechwriters and 
we have these comments: 

1. On the quotes: The first set of quotes is very power­
ful; the second and fourth are also good. We suggest: 

That you combine the energy and economic 
analyses clusters into one, and make the 
resulting cluster short. 

That the quotes in that resulting cluster be 
selected to say things you want to get across 
to the American people. 

2. On the energy portion: 

Rather than saying at the beginning (p. 6) 
that we may make mistakes, I suggest you only 
emphasize boldness and innovation. / · J.t1/.� 

a. 

5�� �· 'LI� 1fi b. The section needs either a series of brief, 
.). ..-1 ,_; • e 

� f.U - clear specific directives and proposals -1-111 • T ""'� . ("I will propose . . . " "I will direct ... " ) 

�·�'�--. � ��"'""' J 
��� f;J,/.�' or 

��� � �4 � more explicit summary of categories of effort 

l ;J ),,,.. to be outlined the next day, e.g. , "I will pro-
� �f� pose a series of steps designed to increase 

� � conservation, step up domestic production, and 

{r, �J) "unleash the unlimited creativity, ingenuity and 
enterprise of America to find and develop alterna­

tive sources of energy." 
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(The objective is to assure people that you 
are ready to take decisive energy actions so 
that they will pay close attention to the 
larger issues you wish to discuss.) 

• 

3. The phrase at the top of page 8 is correct, but the 
way it is stated might minimize the importance of the war 
on the energy problem. You should consider saying that 
meeting the threat to America requires a successful war on 
the energy problem -- but more, because the threat is 
deeper than energy alone. 

4. On p. 12, having deleted most the harsh criticisms 
of society, is it still valid to say you have "sounded 
a warning in the harshest of terms?" 

5. On p. 14, where you're talking about the generation 
we are, you could add that we are the generation that 
will win the energy war. 

Energy will be the test of our ability to unite, but it will 
also be the standard around which we will unite. On the 
battlefield of energy, we can rally our nation to a new 
confidence that we can sieze control of our common destiny. 

6. T�e speech lacks reference to governmental or Presidential 
actions that will be taken as a result of the Camp David re­
flections -- it needs a stronger sense of your response to 
what you have heard and learned. 
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7/12/79 
Draft #3 

EDectrostatlc Copy M�{§� 
fofl' PresentSJtlon P�tr§)C$e.S 

On the fourth of July, I cancelled what would have 

been my fifth speech to you on energy. If I had given 

-tfu.- � ft.&. t: �It- -h---

0 

that speech �n da� s ag-e:) I would have[--as I .uh-a(l::c�ne dfour-

times BQfore� described the problem and laid out a series 

of legisl"ative recommendations to the Congress. 

But as I reflected on what I might say to you, I 

,; � ')1A..l,..... 
realized that the problems

A
are much deeper -- deeper than 

gasoline lines, deeper than energy shortages, deeper even 

than inflation or recession. 1i""J .L r(Lo../,r� J �-- >:H4Y-e 

»1"oiiU-f .ev� - - t T .14�� c/ 7� �. rtvd- 44-- P�s:J.�f, I 
So I decided to reach out and listen to the voices of 

�f�� 
America. I brought to Camp David (headers e3 almost every 
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segment of our society -- businessmen and labor;1oado�&1 

teachers 

ft"•&J a:t&.. 

p<���ke..rS 
and freligious leader� 

c., f,Je-tJ. • 

governors �mayors� «--� 
I 

Then� mose important� I left Camp David to seek out and 

o/t,� �er,c-..s � \111\c..c.-of b' a.. ! .. {-
listen toA�i"ti:�ens of· onr CO'I:lR"tr-Yj like each of you. It 

has been an extraordinary ten days, and I want to sha� 

�'Ba-ll; z r�t a 1,1 'l':_:_:_c��� 
what I have learned�---z;:t ·,..4!0 � z:c:ofz,. a:: ; "' J6" 
ilX£w ELc, hteccb \.s • - . 

�am now more convinced than ever t at legislation alone, 

programs alone cannot fix what's real wrong with America. 

Tonight I must speak to you a out the real threat to 

the survival of American democr cy. 

I do not mean our pol' ical and civil liberties. They 

endure. Indeed they flo rish. And I do not mean the out-

ward strength of Amer'ca, a Nation strong and at peace 

tonight everywhere n the world; with an economy, a freedom 

Electrost�t�c Copy M�de 
for PreBewat8on P�rpooos 
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The threat I see 

/� 
is nearly 't:�e

-

in ord ·nary ways. 

But when we step back and look of our 
• 

national life, that threat comes 

The threat that haunts America t �ay is a crisis of 
I 

confidence. It strikes at the very art, soul and spirit 

of our Nation. We can see it in a dwi dling belief in a 

\ 
significant meaning for our individual lives; and in a 

\ 

decline of unity of purpose for our country,. 

J The erosion of confidence in the fut1e 

/ 

L�nderminin9:../ the social/ and political fa ric 

is {destroying_/ 

of our America. 
I 

of faith in 
I regard that erosion-j�s the most 

I 
I 

perils which confro;t America. 

Confidence i� the future has alway 

bedrock of our ational life. It is 

re 
s of the many 

been the very 

aith that has 
\ 

forged the lin s between generations. We have always be-

lieved in some hing called "progress" -- the conviction 

���ctrost®t�c Copy MMe 
fer Pras0wat8on lfllMWjj.lcaes 
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that the days of our children w uld be better an our 

own. Now our people are that faith - not only in 

to be the ultimate rulers an shapers of our democracy. 

As a people, we knew our pa?t and were proud of it. 

It flowed without break into the l�� stream of the 

American present and the Ameri an futur . That certainty 

strengthened us in our purpose. 

I
I 

But just as we are losing 

\ 

our confi�ence in our fut re, we are clos ng the door on 

our past. 

The virtues of ard work, strong fa ilies, close knit 

communities and fa th in God find fewer d fenders. Too 

many·have come t worship self-indulgence, scapism and 

over consumpt�. 

Too man� have embra6ed the creed of "m . first, me 
· .. 

last and me 

flf.lctro�t§l!t0c Cc� f'ii®d® 
for Pres�%'VSJt!on Pu�oses 
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We know in our hearts 

nation we want to be. Yet 

around us. 

I 

thjt this is 

I 
disturbing symptoms 

I 
\ 

re all 

Two-thirds of our people do. not Millions of 

-, __ 
young people do not even register. \ 

\ 
\ ' 

I 
Personal borrowing has reache ast onomical propor-

�ions, as if we must satisfy ev ry impul e today as though 
.. 

there were no tomorrow. A n tion whose 

building for the future n has the lowe t rate of savings 

in the Western world. 

Productivity gr th has almost halted. Never have so 

many worked as long to produce so little. 

stealing from the future to satisfy the craving 

present. declines as self-interest And as 

we lose touch ith our sense of community, we fin�. it ever 
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easier to turn away from the p�or, the sick, and he 

• \ 
old among us. 

/ I 
This is not a message of comfort. Th�d is not a 

\ 
.,_ ' 

message of reassurance. But it is 

warning. 

I 

the t;{uth, and it is a 

·· \, !' 
·, / 
/•, 

/ ' 
/ ', 

I \ 

These things did not happeh/'11rernight\ They have 

kOme upon us gradually, over t;r decades thiough an exhausting 

/ . I 
route of assassinations, war1 uncerta1nty, And deceit. 

I I 

We were sure we wou�j''�lways be a nat*n of the ballot, 

not the bullet -- untiljthe murders of John �ennedy, Robert 

Kennedy, Martin Luthi'/ King. aRoi e kltu 3 • \ 
We were taugh that our armies were always 1ovincible 

\ 
and our causes a 

'i 
just -- only to suffer the agony of 

Vietnam. 

We respe ted the Presidency as a place of honor --

�&�ctqo't�tBc CoP}' M®tte 

for Pra�00'VSJtitm Pu�� 



until the profound trauma f Watergate. 

I 
We saw our currency las li?trong and economy as 

I 
I 
1 

stable. We thought that !persistent inf ation was a disease 
\ 
\ 
•, 
,, inflicted only on countries far away. And we remember when 

\ 
\ 
\ 

"sound as a dollar" was a byword f r dependability. 

·· .... \,,, II ·._, 

We were comfortable in the;���+�f that our resources 
I. ',. / \. 

/ '\ 
I 

were limitless -- until the shock that .as come with our 
I 

dependence on foreign oil. / 
i 

I I 

I These wounds are v;ry deep. They h ve barely been 

acknowledged. They have never been heal d. They have 
I 

engendered a � confidence in our that 

is little understo d by our government. 

\ 

I 
people,/losing their vision, turned to the govern-

sight� But the government, ravaged by the same 

The 

ment for 

! 
I 

forces and tr1umas, was unable to respond. 
f 

. '� ·.-' 

�W®ctro�t::rtec Co� M®d® 
for Pr�sGuvat�c� l?&arp�� 
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A people looking for a way ou crfis of 

the spirit have found instead I gove,rnment isolated 

• ./ 

I 
I 

from the mainstream of their couptry's life. 
i 

/ 

i I / 
A people seeking participat!,ion and yearning to be 

\ / \ I 

\ / heard have found a Federal govern�e�t that is a self-

perpetuating empire. 

\/ I'\ 
I ··, 

A people sedrchl·J;lg for a definition 
/ "., 

/ '--, 
/ 

\.",\ of the future have been met wit� a governm�_nt whose 
\ 

horizons are measured by the riext election. � people 
; 

/ 
wanting to be healed have tbo often been give only the 

conventional responses o7/government --the p ssage of a 
! I 

; 

bill, the establishmentr of a program, the inc ease of a 
I 

budget. 

The gap betw en our citizens and their lea ers may 

never have been The American people s e a 

Congress �ist d and pulled in every direction b \hundreds 

of well-finan ed and powerful special interests. They see 

every extrem position imaginable defended almost to the 

EDsctro�t��Oc Copy Mooe 
fow fP!reB�()'lftlitfio� P��Tpe��� 
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-;;;; fA.,L. r) � q;t//fe/.e.Y'� ·�···:hC-R ,· 

Three years ago toRigbt -- on July 15, 1976 -- I accepted 

the nomination of my paPty to run for President of the United 

IS 
States. I promised you a President who�6not isolated from the 

-/ people, but who feels your pain and shares your dreams anQ_takes 

./ 

w 
his strength and his wisdom and his courage from you. During 

l'\1<1Nt-l the past three years, I have spoken to you on GOURt�ss occasions. 

I have talked about many national concerns -- the energy crisis; 

reorganizing the government; our Nation's economy and issues of 

But over those last three years, the subjects of the 

speeches, the talks and the press conferencestopics have become 

f' . 
to £..LL..·> SLd. � a'-"- .L "VJA<r� .:s.,.._ 

increasingly narrow 
J The words have eome to b€! almost ah�ays 

abetl-1:- what they call in Washington "the issues." Gradually, 

almost imperoeptibly, you have heard more and more about what 

dc;-'1 WL-JI� f� 
the government isAor�should be doing -- and less and less about 

IJA.h._:, 
our;tl<)pes, our dreams and our vision of the future. 

1 
i ' 
I 
i 
I 

i 

I 
.... 

--
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t..L-+t: ;s.�.:cl1 tl'iej �or the fifth tiilte) I \·.•ouJ.d ho.\�e r�escribed 

(I.Ar�eY\�Y oF-fL.) ' 
th·��"Jr·obl c:rn and 1 aid out a y�i�1�� �sislat.ive recoiltT.lenda­

( �eL�·I t'hy�eJ.f i1-le �Ame r"esh"ln1 +�"1 I )<.,DW 
�� ic.,.-:s i 0 i:he hils bt.e"\ +ro1.1bh}1' 1Y Yt'llll'\'j vf yPLA: W�y nA.t 

�..v'f ;t- �ee"' �" ,A,· rr .. ,l-1 H·. Ff>r QIA\'" nllhtJ"V\ tl' �et-
liP f� p)t. ""'e �t� wr-J te���llt it��e�trjy ftt7£1em '? A"'� ) 

:.·.�>:. · -· LJI,'.' c:-fJ-s,P,t,,i :=-c no ,_ ... e; _ 1 P: ::Lt :-:-.�' i�o I �d � 

( ft-lA€ ) 

1 ;-; r�-: :::c \; OU ..,- "Jl P 1 0'� 
- - .. ·:_;J 

So I �ecided to reach out and listen to the volces of 

//7.1./z.l 
I broug�t to Camp David people from almost every 
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f�®Ctl'c�t2tBc Copy Msd�a-c-_ 
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se:sr..e:nt of our society -- b-csiness� ona J2bor; 

ana pr e a c hers ; governors, mayors and private citizens. 

f-fr,.t<t-G.. � 
,,,, ..fo 

Then I left Cc!TI!_:> DF.lvid to.Ase�k �t and,-1.listen to other 
{_-- rn e Y\ a-ntA w o wa e n 11 

J.,_i-r,ericar.s [�o nuct b�l\a--,-:t-et like �f you. It has bc�c:n 

an extraordinary ten t:3ays, .:::nd I •,,·c;nt to sl�aJ·e \,,ith you 

what I have learned 

First of all, I got a lot of personal c.rJvice . Le t  

you're 

" 

just ��··31�·=,9�119 i�}-je ��()· ... ;.-�::_r_-:-�:�;C::rJt. 

d..cYL' I �M.-\.. 
".3::::;;-;-a of you.r:- C.3b.::.net Ii;2Tf1.DeTs11� }o-..·al . 

DOt C:I1C•Ugh discipline ar'lons your .., • . 
, 

II 

OlSCl!_JJ.eS. 

..... 
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� 

�W®etro�t8t&c Cc� Msd® 
fn� Pras{;I?Vlit!on PeJfpc§� - $ -

"Don't taU� r.bout !JOlitics or the n;C:"cLr;nics of 

government, but about an unoerstanoing of the cornmon good.'' 

th'3 

. /I 
l' 4/� /n • 

�Talk to us about blood, 

with 

S\·:eat and ,, 
tears. 

'· 

. " .. • -:--7_ a '·eh\Jl ch=:.J 

"If you lead, I·ir . Prcsi·S�nt, \·:e ·";ill follow.11 

- . ·� :r: :com my no1� se . _j 

F: 

from the :Ho�se, 
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lf:1�t�t:f\Ot�t�t!c Copy ��.f.isd� 
tkH Prs§lef!it�:'t!o� P�t��SM 

J.:;now '·'@ :flW::j be- the ras� :J 
• 

C. Som2 l1av� \·�2st�d energy, b1Jt othel-s h2.\l•?:n' t h.:::r.J .=,ny­

_1-�]ling Lo '·'''�st.e.J 

(� --�- ·� s it. ··_!p 

;!.:; � o - � J_ e ,- -i a 1 �... JrtClL. - - -

" 
r�ot e: 1 v:.��;s __ D.JJ.J_ffi�'�.l�-�-

c :.- � s �- s ..
. 

, 

shortage can touch the important things, 

li�e God.' s love for us c.nd our Jove for o::-1e another.;!" 



.;. 
INSERT A 

( "We 

'•._ ... -· 

6'i-J��?-iO�twt�c Co�:r M�dG 
�itf PrtB5l�NaJtU(il51 P�f'�a:t� 

that's 

energy. 11 

"We can't go on consuming 40 per cent more energy 

than we produce." 

"The energy crisis--/can help us learn to use all the 
,/ 

,/ 

gifts of nat,ure�wi;� a more becomin /�rugality that will 

·/�··

_ . .  

.�- 1 

reflect our own dignity and 
/' 

creation.l' ) 

(NOTE: First two quotes from Rabbi 
Tannenbaum; second from Cardinal Cooke.) 

:: 
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Several of our disc�ssions were on energy, end I have 
• 

a notebook full of comments and advice: 

___:;::.. '' � �t.e /�,:w·/ p_, /,, u_/�e. do 

�':re impo.cting oil p�as inflation p_ly_� un co-rrp l oyml? n t. 

G·r· r· · �dJ -:;!:.... ne ·,J_u _ . e East h2s 5% of the h'Orld's c:nergy, the 

-����%5 

,:_ n .l x c: .  '-�J' 
[._,-·_.,_· ,_� ,.kP_,___- _ _,_,_ ._ 'l ,_. �- u· ' ��·-J ,. ·_,•_.-.1'. �. (';n ". -- c; ;__ .,�....: � 1 --: 'L -l... 1._:--.. _ • .!- _ .. _ :--10t l� --=.rln c·,-,· -'-jl 1_.1 t.J(�T) 

'L-·.f!�! , � - c  ,-'1 � 
<: '-- _, ___ ._ ·_j 

[s�y--!. :->g-- h-&:c=,e-.....::;;:.-=;2::y 

:n e e e '-'. g s o" ou < "c"'; l � 
" There '·" i 11 be o the :c cart e J s an Ci short: as e s . 

" 

,. 

(() 



�kv� 
·"'Government actions and legislation��� important. 

�v.e_ wo-Je.d 4d ·-1-o 
That's why I maderliUHI tpat: r,Je tool<: t:be necessary steps to 

try ane put my campaign promises into law. We have had � 
_/!e-/ ... /;hJ/1/� /P �� � ��� ,Jl k J vf� �' /lnt.vv1- ea...-. r-" ja,.,.._ , . 

-best] mixed success. But A I have come La reali.z.e [n. the recent 

�� that all the legislation in the world can't 

,(?��)� A' �7kf� fix what's wrong with America. 
'()f,IJ{� il::::...----------------

0 

-f.�l-
So I will speak to youAtonight about a subject even more 

IJY 
serious than energy"' inflation,, or the strat--egic arms limit:at:i:on 

•ti.r r� 0\.. 

�ead ,  I want to talk to youAabout � fundamental 

threat to the survival of American democracy. 

I do not mean our political and civil liberties. They woll 

endure. I� the� flonrish. And I do not refer to the 

outward strength of America, a Nation that is tonight at peace 

everywhere in the world; with an economy, a freedom and a 

military might that is the envy of all. 

The threat that I see is nearly invisible in ordinary 

ways. It is a crisis of confidence. It is a crisis that 

r:: 
I 
! 
i 
I 
I 

J 



will. 

L
. , . \ . ' ... .... . .. _, t· ·.�·'' ' 

r 1· .• ·1 . ·• • ,,. !· 
�J �\ • .  �<'" i; � .. 

�]fJ{!t�c®t�t�c Co� Msd0 
forr Pra��l!'vsrtfi«il� P��]JC� 

very heart, soul, and spirit of our national 

crisis 
<=7/l-»�'"'i cL"tA-1ol- �(.L:I-

in the el'.dndl�-belief-in---a- -rt-.c_ 

• r1"" a� , ""' � foss 1J 4.. 

ourAlives� the de��e-in unity of 
0� ' � (siqnifi6ant.1 meaning t.e-

purpose for our Nation. The erosion of our confidence in the .... 
future is destroying the social and political fabric of our 

America. 

The confidence we have always had as a people is not 

/.11 
simply some romantic dream, or a proverb plw9k9d f�om a dusty 

book used on the Fourth of July. It is the idea which has 

founded and defined our existence and progress as a Nation. 

Confidence in the future has �s-t-Hi-ed, explained an� supported 

everything else -- public institutions and private enterprise, 

y,G._ 
our own families and �r very Constitution� 

S"e,.rt/� 
Confidence has defined our course as a Nation and forged 

the links between generations. We have always believed in ' . 
something called progress ;c,iA·�;!i·th 'J�-

h�� !the days of our children 

A-re.. l .. .r. "-� 
would be better than our own. Our peopleAfiave lost that 

faith -- not only in government itself, but in the[! o�� ability 



) ' 

�ufJ{�itr��t<!d�<t: \CQPJ:¥ MS<d� 
f@lf Pwas�E't<t:rtijl!llii'B ��V'"cr':�,t� 

as citizens to serve as the ultimate rulers and shapers of 

our democracy. 

• 

a.tVL 
As a people, we knew our past and � proud of it. 'Phe 

/) l.t r h. a.AI' b e£NV 
Aprogress we had made part of the living history of America. 

We believed we were part of a great movement of humanity 

called democracy, involved in the search for freedom -- and 

that belief strengthened us in our purpose. But just as we 

J.,e.q •"'-" '"-'\ +o c.R.oJc... 

are losing our confidence in the future, we are also � elosiHg 
.,.... 

the door on our past. 
,.... 

A Nation that was proud of hard work, strong families, close 

knit communities and supported by a faith in God has become a 

}e.-.""� W\.oY c.. a,..,.,.J VV\. �e \.o � v-.r s lA :p 

people that
A

worship's leisure, mobility and consumption. Human 

�..,._J by 

identity is no longer defined by what � man does, rather by 

Ou..lli\S • 

\ what he ean amass. 

f\ �· ow"'"" � .... ys -ft.;"'cs � 
� We have discovered that A acqll1i r.i..ng and consumingA. � not 

� 

satisfy our longing! for meaning. We have learned thatAincredible 

success in producing material goods cannot fill the emptiness of 

t!rni /ew ce. """ 
lives withoutApurpose. 

J 
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• 

f.�®f.�i:f��t�t�c «}o�1 M�d� 
f@r Pra&.�&1f21tH@� P��o� 

. ·� The symptoms of this crisis are all around us. 

For the first time, a.._ majority of our people 

believe that the next five years will be worse than the 

past five years. 

Two-thirds of our people do not vote. 

�e:/iean�productivityAis actually dropping, and the 

willingness of Americans to save for the future has dropped 

tlt.f J/ 
below,, all other people in the Western world. 

� -� �;_ f'�� q{_;_ALL-� � 
The·vir·t-YeS···-of-h.ar-6-wo-rk, strong famil.ies... .. -G±ose.,.,.knit 

.;;,., �c..�/ .5<-� 44A ,/ c?L�.,_ N<-F_.(·�..(.cc4-,. 
ccmununi-t:;-ie s-an+:€a-i-th �n Goa f�nd fewer derenaers. -Too-. * 

many-have<:ome---t<>-worstr!:p e s cap 1snr-and--se H-indulge!l_<!<'c __ j 

(1VOT�: .a,,� JS f"vtt'j 11. tt'!Yntt'�tWif1'1tl--

11u, si-qvrl,{ iPs. t'f re new) 

.. .'.··: 
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the willingness of 1\merica to save for the futu e 

has dropped below all otl r people 1n the Wester world. 

For the first time majority of our people '-elieve that 

the next five years will be \vo rse than t e last five years. 

America productivity is actually dr pping. rr· .. "o- thin] s 

/ 

of ur people do not vot_:] 
/ 

This lS or rea.ssurance, 

b u t i t J_ s t h e t r u t. h a n d i t .l s a .,.,-a. r n i n g • 

'Thc:;e che:_n(jes did r!ot ),;_':.ppen 0\.,:':,_-ni<::!ht. 'TJ1ey ha.ve 

-t-w�� '1 �5 
..-::ome upon us g rac1u a l l y , ove :r the 1 as t t- ·";o r;� 2 s . oo O£] 

{ -- y�rs �Af were f;\\eJ wd'J., .ShVc,ts OVhJ ��e)f. f 
We were sure ours �as a nation of the ballot, not 

the bullet -- until the murders of John Rennedy, Robert 

Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

We were taught t hat our armies were always invincible 
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and our c au s e s a l \·:a y s j us t ·- - only to s u f fer tl1 e .::: '.!on y of 

Viet Nam. 

• 

�e �espected the Presidency as a place of honor -- until 

the shock of l·:'atergate. 

h'e :rerne:mber that "sound .�s a. r3ollar" \·:2s an c:-:pression 

of dependability \Flt5_l ten years of inflatjon bcs.:sn to 

} AIJA" d �� �-v .et"'t· 
�:: !J_ 1- i n k O"r J r 1\ :; .� v :• n �� s . 

C)n () i 1. 

'1-;-;ese v.;ou;-_,c:s are "'"=LY •5•::c:p. :n•:c:y 1�.-:ve r·;:::-c,::e::.c 1:>:-c,::.n �. 
(_ A�nt-ftt-�t ht.s nll.f�uL.&.\)"__f:p_�e--l"teeJ--.f,v---he,.I,·Yij, _ _  J}.(i\f __ !lef) et-i _ _  h,s 

;� � ? � - L..::. "!_ _:�/ ; ! .: ·-} !�?f\ §·-j- '- .:. .- .� C.::-_·.-�. _ __:: -31 �;L.; "= � c: \YF f'ol;-i fi ·'-

Looking for a �ay out of thi s crisis, our people have 

found a Federal government isolated from the �ainstr��n of 

our nation's life . [ Focl1\seel _ant'y on fH��r"'-wi)'-M'l)_ 

btA:i��ts 1 QlAr g.�t----h��, s�f"ti-l�*-tv-iM-)"etY':t---0. 

VIs I Oh () �±\4.\Cf---:-] 
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P14tL.- �b1..1 /..eL.�v ..f.<J w/ 4. 

sens. .. e' of how i �./would work,--
•/ / 

/ 
work/t.. _ 

,. // 

and no r.�e of 

and n�ense of whether it 

whevher it would succeed. 

The American people are looking :t;e t=:ftgi& g:o:veE:Jmen-t for 

honest answers -- not false claims, not ey�ss,- not 
------

-- -
---

- --
-

- ----
-

-
------

-
----

-·--·---------- -

politics as usual but for clear lea�hi.p. What the��.=.n 
-

J) ·� ljllt� 
� h" see in Washington and elsewhere�� �X�:=:n_ of government w 1ch 

----
-

---
-------- -------- ·--- - - ----------· -- --

----------- - ----------------- ----- -----

seems incapable of action. They see a Congress twisted and -------------------- ----- --------
pulled in every direction by hundreds of well-financed and 

powe�ful special interests. They see every extreme position 

imaginable defended to the last ln=-e-a·t:-h, almost 'f.: to _th��st 

h re.&...ik._ 
�' by one unyielding powerful group or another. They often 

see a balanced and fair a�:_�---�-���r.t-�s----��-�rific_:_�_:_ little 

sacrifice from everyone ..Jabandoned l�k��l:'l ___ orphan wi tho_ut 

support and without friends. Often they see paralysis, sta�a-

tion, and drift. 
--:------ -- -- -

.?#-t d /u;..e_.'/� L.o z , 
We debate the�es as if the �ks and turbulence of this 

decade and the l�t had never come .�o pass. 

A./e fnn );�U{-...?/ �Ue ;fo";k ---·- -l?4'c/ c/� 

/-fft /"'t � / c-c/�� / /J..,. d /,/>2; /� )'Z:_ 

/ 

�4, 

' .J. 
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Restoring that faith and cc•nfi._�ence to 7-.n:erica 1s the 

most important 
J), ,,_/,._. � �c.e. 

task-each and e\·e£y one of us iacB.&..tonight -­" 
it lS the true challenge of this 

i-Je know the strength of ;;,Tle:cica. 

of 
- . 
:--. �n t::: r 1 c a n s . 

We are the heirs of 

generations \·.'ho su:cvivc-d thrc:.:ai�s rr·uch 1non� pc\ve:rful and 

±:. s r r_;--a tl\ iiie n and wom·�n ;·.'ho shape:d a 

.-l-P 61A-d (}<.v'- )'V1.0 /l,.l.V\A 

society during 

!"_! ;� � •• ,7 ': ,_�-. ·-"'- _-,_- -.·_ e:·-,- ,, l.-- ,- ....... -- .-.. -:::,. 
• - ' - . - .__ l._.;!�c·_..(_ for 

--=w 
;�h2 �.-.�c>·r-J.d. -�·��� o:ce ti-�e: .?�.::·:,::-:!..- i c:-..�jr;s ' ... :!: c::> 

tir:>n that C:eoicatec3 our soci•-o:ty to Ule pu·•::;1.:-it of }o-,,,;,:c:n 
( f1, ott w; }I �·., -n. e w� ..- Pl-1 �e tMe rj y f vv b I� Wl -- f7wtJ ) 

ri9i-,i:.s ,�;-rd ·:::-·�·.:;ality. ..-_,"·rc ·_.:e a:r."e t:·,e c�c::-:."'::-ationG'·,,=' ;,- ; lj)l\:·�;...;.�_-:': .-3 
/n if� �1!.,- -�1///c/ 

faith anc confi��nce of 

are at a turning point ln our hi� tory. 

/ .. • .  (c c;;:.:.:.::.-�:. :.�::· .. : .. ;?__=�--- ---- .::=·-=:c=:c:'-,-;:-:':'-:'�--=--:�.���::.. __
_

_ ,\-:=::=;7�--�-E�-'ti)-&::�J; ',_\ 

(":fhere are t\..-•0 pa.ths to chocse. i - " ..,-_· � �=::r::-"f.�-· 
·� __ 1"---'--/-/- --------......... ___ , .. I �Energy will be the test of our ability to unite, but 

it will also be the standard around which we rally. On the 
battlefield of energy, we can win for our nation a new 
co�=id�:t:a:

. 

we; ;�,;�?c;ntrol of our commo�stiny:) 

�pI& � 

(;,; ' 
� 
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-
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Down that road lies the l_llusi.on of f�eeoom -- tl1e �igh..!)' 1\ 
. \ 

to 

narrow interests, 

ending J_n chaos and i1nmobility. (It 
_......_ �alu...orc. .. \ 

-11.e rolllte �,v � J 
1l �--...-- / � a-q 

B "H""t._:--t--hfe--'.re�t--S-----.:�o--t:+tt�.of---t:::atL h • [: c. E 3 :;· e \v i ll i t 

� � � , �e--c-. �v�, � . 

�� 
2-:1c A s,__:::-�cc,:-1 all 

our s sp1r1t - a vole 

of 

of 

ff .. J u, /,/ w� 

-,.: e J':·; .::.. ::/ � c= I"·. ·.1=-> �:. }; (_�l-._J :c 

J:.;_j t .. ·.;;:;;: 

r_ 1- c�. 2 s 1.J r :i c s 

-_.;ill act 

All the traditions of our past all the lessons of 

our- he!:"itage ·-- all the p:comises of our- fut1.:,re point 

��t.. �--
to t�; e !_=-c:th of coy;�,,on purpose ar1d our 

.. ,. 
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In little more than two decades, we have gone from 

a position of energy independence to one in which almost 

half the oil we use comes from foreign sources -- at prices 

that are going through the roof. Our dependence on OPEC 

has already taken a tremendous toll on our economy and our 

people. It is the direct cause of the long lines which have 

wade millions of you spend countless frustrating hours 

waiting for gas. It is the cause of the increased inflation 

and unemployment we now face. This intolerable situation 

threatens our economic independence and the very security 

of our nation. 

The energy crisis is real. It is worldwide. It is 

a'clear and present danger to our nation. 
\ 

These are 

facts -- and we simply must face them. 

What I have to say to you tonight about energy is 

-·.-: .. �: . 

'? 
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c.lear 5\11\!i simple -- and vitally important. 

Point one. I am tonight setting a(clear goal for 

the energy policy of the United States. Beginning this 

moment, this nation will never use more foreign oil than 

we did in 1977 -- never. From now on, every new addition 

to our demand for energy will be met from our own production 

and our own conservation. The generation-long growth in 

our dependence on foreign oil will be stopped dead in its 

tracks, right now -- and then reversed as we move through 

the 1980's. F or I am tonight setting the further goal of 

reducing our dependence on foreign oil by one-half by the 

end of the next decade -- a saving of over 5 million barrels 

of imported oil per day. 

Point two. To insure that we meet these goals, I will 

use my Presidential authority to set import quotas. I 

am announcing tonight that for 1979 and 1980, I will forbid 

the entry into this country of one � drop of foreign oil 

[9.trK�t����tlJtOC C(ll�)' i:'iisd� 

fur Prs�\1!1�&\t�(ll� Pe.l!fPC��j 
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�than these goals allow. These quotas will insure a reduction 

in imports even below the ambitious levels I agreed to at 

the Tokyo Summit. 

Point three. To achieve our goals, I am asking for the most 

massive peacetime commitment of funds and resources in our 

nation's history to develop America's own alternative 

sources of fuel -- from coal, from shale, from plant: 

... . f'P f"->'tt�PJ, 
prod ucts� from unconventional gas, from solar. I propose 

f ('"', 1.) A. -c:; 

the creatl on of a �u1�liclJ chartere� Energy Security Corpora-

tion to lead this effort with a goal of 3 million barrels 

per day within a decade. Just as a similar snythetic rubber 

corporation helped us win World War II, so too will we 

d��� 
mobilize American detemination and knowdhow- to win the 

energy war. Moreover, I will soon submit legislation to 

Congress calling for creation of this nation's first Solar 

Bank -- which will help us achieve the crucial goal of 20 

per cent solar energy by the year 2000. These efforts will 

(' 
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cost 

the 

fJ<l'JCbc�t�tec Copy rtfl.OO® : :· :> -, - ' 
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money -- but it will be money well 

4 tk//� j.o �-f"' (l�,w-� 4-V 
billions

A
we shipftabroad to pay for 

• 

( ,.. ' ' t. 

1.\>·· .. ••.·· 
spent. Unlike 

foreign oil, these 

funds wil� be paid by Americans to Americans. They will 

go to fight inflation and unemployment -- not fuel them. 

Point four. I am asking Congress to mandate -- to 

require as a matter of law -- that our nation's utilities 

cut their massive use of oil by 65 per cent within the next 

decade and switch to other fuels, especially coal, our 

most abundant energy source. 

Point five. To make absolutely certain that nothing 

stands in the way of achieving these goals, I will urge 

Congress to create an Energy Mobilization Board which, like 

the War Production Board in World War II, will have the 

responsibility and authority to cut through the red tape, 

delay, and endless hurdles which now cripple our nation's 

abi�ity to complete critical energy projects. 

-�--' . >  . ;·: ' \·� ' .. ., 
'/(� 

.@J_,. 
• .. · ' 

' '· , :  ' \ 
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Point Six. I am proposing a bold conservation program in 

which every state, county, and city, and every American 
• 

citizen can -- and must -- participate if we are to win 

our energy battle. This program will permit everyone to 

make investments in conservation in their. homes and apart-

ments at prices they can afford. I a sk Congress to give 

me authority for mandatory conservation and stand by 

... 

rationing. To make it easier for each of you to conserve, 

I am proposing an additional $10 billion over the next 

decade to strengthen our public transportation systems. 

J1nd I am asking you for your own good and for your nation's 

security, to take no unnecessary trips, to carpool or use 

public transportation whenever you can, to drive 15 miles less per 

.jc 17{uJ fk 5f!.'r/ ;)m// �� 

week,Ato lower your thermostats. Each such act of energy con-

servation is also an act of common sense and patriotism 

which will allow our nation to meet the goals I have set forth. 

But sacrifice must be fair to the poorest among us --

so I will triple the resources we will make available to 



.;. 

lt»®t�tr���t�t�c tt}(l!�l)!' Ma:i�d® 
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help low income Americans cope with rising energy prices. 

We have grown used to thinking of conservation only 
• 

in terms of sacrifice. In fact it is the most direct and 

immediate way of re-building our nation's strength. 

Every gallon of oil each one of us saves is a new 

form of production -- it gives us that much more freedom, 

that much more control over our own lives. 

R)f� 
So the solution to our energy crisis can also�solve 

the crisis of the spirit about which I earlier talked. 

It can rekindle our sense of unity, of confidence about 

the future. It will shake us from our malaise and pessimism 

and give us a sense of purpose. We will solve our energy 

problem and in turn we will solve the broader crisis of 

America. We have the natural resources -- more shale oil 

than several Saudi Arabias, more coal than any nation on 

earth -- we have the world's highest level of technology --

we have the most skilled work force and the innovative 
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genius -- and we have the nat ional will to solve the 

problems which beset us. 
• 

}i;:{)t:\�::�;�t;·���!>r: COl�OJ}' �;fi3d® 

\!!);;? f�r@t;)f;;?lf'�tuliiln P�rr;pc�es 

::_ ·· 
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the more basic na_tional- needs. 

r;hree years ago tonight. -- on July 15, 1976 -- I 

accepted the nomination of my party to run for President 

of the United States. I promised to be a President close 

to the people -- a President who feels your pain and shares 

your dreams and joins his strength and his wisdom and his 

courage with yours. In these three years, I have spoken 

to you many times. I have talked about many national con-

cerns -- the energy crisis, reorganizing the government, 

our Nation's economy, and issues of peace and war. 

But �ver those lasl three yee:r5 !J the subjects of the 

speeches, the talks and the press conferences have become 

increasingly narrow. The words have come to be almost 

always about what Washington defines as "the issues." 

Gradually, you have heard more and more about what a few 

z�IJc �u.A-
LO£fice lae�J are or should be doing -- and less and 

/, 

";: 
;· > 

.·. �· 
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less about America's hopes, dreams and vision of the 

future. 

• 

��·--) 
� 

--nL e�'! 
�7 ;f ,.,.,.'7,,.a/1 

[Th-ree---wee-ks- ago- I sent -a message---t.o the Congres-s--- tha-t 

c� � �"�� 
completes Hjf action on ];?var-y] legislative proposals- in tbfr 

book of campaign promises. But the one promise I have 

failed to keep is not in this book -- it is the promise I 

made in my acceptance speech and a hundred times during 

� 
my campaign -- the promise to describe for you andAcarry 

forward �he vision of this Nation that I hold in my heart. 

I want to begin to redeem that promise tonight. 

I am speaking with you about our Nation in a time of 

crisis. I have sounded a warning in the harshest of terms --

terms not often used by a President. 

It is important to understand that I do not speak from 

hopelessness or despair. 



.... 

I speak this way because it is the truth, and we must 

understand the truth if we are to build the futureL;n the 
• 

you and I have [_:;hen: ed anc:!] talked about in the 

past. 

Only by facing up to the truth -- about my Presidency 

and about our Nation -- can I redeem that promise I made 

three years ago tonight . 

�� have a :right to expect the truth. 

It_ is distortion and pdeeeplion and it is the proei:'ama=_ 

ti<5i'lof hopes as realit:ics and 1llusions as facts that are 

d-estroying the confidence of Amorica ] 

In a time of shadowy dread and fear, of growing anger 

and frustration -- the only firm ground on which we can 

regroup and rebuild our confidence is the plain truth about 

ourselves. 
a.. yov-t" 

And � lack of�confidence can make failure 

. ... �::-. .. 
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inevitable. For Presidents and Congresses don't solve 

problems by themselves. People do -- by working with 

• 

common purpose [wi-ehin the societi{ toward universal goals. 

Without faith in our ability to shape our future, we �� 

have no shared national purpose, no sense of common effort 

in pursuit of common objectives. 

Restoring that faith and confidence to America is the 

most important task each and every one of us faces tonight --

it is the true challenge of this generation of Americans. 

We know the strength of America. We are the heirs of 

pf�-te.lt 
generations who survived threats �J more powerful and 

awesome than those that challenge us now. We are the heirs 

of great men and women who shaped a new society during the 

great Depression; who fought world wars and carved out a 

new charter of peace for the world. We are the Americans who 

only ten years ago put a man on the moon. We are the genera-
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tion that dedicated our society to the pursuit of human 

rights and equality,-iHl.dd'I:H:-Hlled -a ma�':s=tl-re-am. And 

'(-€, 1->(1 ,1(._./ (j . /' I.' 1 ' ' ' • , � v. . . or  ccr r cl 1 7 1'/J 1 •-v e t.? ' 5 (' / v� (" �· . 

we are the generation who will I�e-for.ge�:-the. sna-t=-:te-re&-s-wo:r:'d 

o:f- -Ame r±e� / . • r· 
Y'"�/u.,�// � �,/2:{ Atn/ ��/a{.�re � �e,,·c�-

.--- l 

�ese are not ra dom, scattered dreams. Our history 

is full of consistent of what can be accomplished by 

\ 
a people united in confidence and inspired by a common 

purpose. 

Because the truth is that not only does our nation 

·, 

i 
face great dangers -- but we\possess the strength to meet 

those dangers. 

We can restore our confid nee and our sense of a 

future worth fighting for. 

We can revitalize our values LWe can turn again to 

the honorable concept of work as p ide; to a belief in 
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We are at ��other croo�reu4Jin our histor� ftOW .  

There are two paths to choose. 

/rAfA1WtJA.Itn-o M"e� 
One path is that of.,.unrestrained- self-interest. Down frv 

� ,..,7���L7Le A�.-.o4, 
that road lies the illusion of freedom -- and the reality 6v���, 

I� 
of �ruitles� conflict between narrow interests, ending in 

-chaos and immobility. 

But-there is another path -- and we will choose it if 

we listen to the voice of our Nation's spirit -- a voice 

more powerful than all the calculations of economists or 

battle plans of generals. 

et:ll',llu-r�e. J,,/#'1.,..., 
Our strength is in ourA@piri� and in our�values. If 

tl«s-4!, 
we neglect frhe�, we may empty our treasuries and summon all 

the wonders of science; but we will act in vain. 

All the traditions of our past -- all the lessons of 
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our heritage •- all the promises of our future -- point 

to the path of common purpose and the restoration of our 

• 

values. Let us walk that road with strength and courage. 

Let us walk to freedom. 

4 /k#-;(� 

�;::'/ ;::z;tH � �� � 
� PIU'_.·/ � /�/ 4/�� .· 

,, �- �k- /� / // __, 
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