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Introduction 

SPEECH OUTLINE 

7/11/79 
Draft 

1.·. · . Th.ree years ago tonight\ . ac.ceptec;l.nomin'ati�n for 
Pres{dentj Elected oti a pr6mi�e o� 6lbs�n�ss td the 
pe_ople. Still feel ;that clqseness -- but subj �cts of 
speeches, debates·, etc. :have become· too' . narrow� I have 
spoken too .inuch. about :Wf;lat: th.e gbvernmemt -should be doing 
important as that is �-: and -.n9t· eiio.l,lgh about. our hopes' 
values, dreams 1 vision of • the :fu·tur_�-,. · 

2. I had planned 10 days ago to talk to you about energy 
for the fifth time -- and, as I have before� to describe 
the problem and to lay out a series of legislative 
recommendations. 

3. But as I reflected on what I might say to the American 
people, I realized that the problem is deeper �- deeper 
ttian gas lines, deeper than energy shortages, deeper ·even 
than difficult problems of recession and inflation of which 
energy is a major cause. 

4. In the last 10 days I ·spent many ho'urs in reflective 
conversation with leaders of our society from labor., business, 
universities, religious, etc., and then with ordihary people. 
It has been an extraordinary ten days, and I want to share 
the results of those conferences with you. 

5. My conversations have convinced me that we face a 
greater threat than the energy shortage. So I will speak 
to yo� tonight about the fundamental threat to the sur�ival 
of American democracy. 

i · .. 

What's wrong. ·The definition of. the crisis -....:.'·catharsis. 

1.. Our political and civil liberties are secure and flourish. 
We are a strong nation at peace everywhere in the world. 

2. The threat is nearly i�visible in ordinary �ays. The 
threat is a crisis . . of: confidence. 

3. Crisis can be seeri..in .decline in unity of purpose for 
the Nation. The erosion .ot our confidence in the future is 
destroying the social and political fabric of America. 
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4·. Why is c�mfidence import�nt? ·,It; has defined our 
course as a nation and fqrge(j ,.the: link$ :}?etween genera-

. tions. we have always believed .·.in .progr'ess; . a f!3-i th that 
the days of our children.-would be better.than our own. 
We. are in d�nger of losing .that faith_ 'in .'tornorrow. We 
have lost our pride in the p'as·t .' · - ·.'·- .. .. · 

5. A Nation .that was.' �prcrucf:: o.f ··har'd - \_,o.rk, -�trong families, 
close knit com,inunit.ies··an_q'supported;by a:.,faith.in God 
has becqme a people that :.w'orships. le,isu-re, mobility and 
consumption. Human identity. is 'no ·longer d�fined ·by what 
a man does, ratl)er by·what he can amass. 

6. Consuming, doesn't fill emptiness.of lives. Rather 
than a generation that builds for the future, we have be­
come the "me generation" -- "me first, ·me last and me 
always." We have come.t6 believe we deserve an easy life. 

7. Symptoms: _non-vo1:ing, non.:..participation, personal 
debt, low pr-oductivity,· selfishnes's, fear, anxiety, lack 
of a sense of connection between .our individtiai lives and 
the past and future of the co�ntry. 

8. The crisis. began in the '1960's
·
, with the assassina-

tions of President Kennedy;. Robert :Kenriedy 'and Martin 
Luther King. It worsened with the tE!:frible wa:r in· Vietnam, 
deepened with the revelations of Watergate, was fueled by 
the onset of persistent inflation and came close to the 
flash point when the energy shortage emerged. We were 
masters of our own destiny, now fearful of the future. 
Turning inward to find answers. Healing of America's wounds 
has never occurred. 

9. Governme11t has not ch£l}'lged to reflec:t the deep seated 
crisis. Acts as.: if·: one more program or .r:ul·e will fix 
America. ·:-

. .  

10. Speciai Interest State.· · Am�rican.f:; lqi;>king for honest 
answers al).q :· clear. leadership .. f.ind· ·syst�m· iinqapable of 
action; Congress ·twisted . and�· p�ulled ;. ':extreme positions de­
fended; sacrifice ·abandoned',; like. an orphan�·.·: 

,, • • ·J • • • • � . • 

11. People seeking .participation:; find government is a 
self perpetuating E!mpire.� ·Hori :z:o� measured by next elections. 

12. Government has· become fncre.asingly irrelevant to 
people. They look for leadership and see that government 
has failed. 

· 

0 
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13. Mea Culpa. I shar� ip_;this _failure. In concentrating 
tqo hard on trying to b'e the-manager of the government, I 
have·neglected my_role'as r�ader of ·the ·Nation. I have 
solyed _importa�t problems;- taken a..ct).._on< on- . .  aii camp�ign 

. promises, hut ·-neglected .the<promise·· of:'mT acceptance 
sp�ech. -:-- to _ _  describe the.-vision of· the ·future� _ · - ·. · 

• · ,: . _  • < 

14. I have not_.:I::>reteri�-ed,·_ -th.e
.
re: 'are e!3-sy. a'!l-�w�:ts: The 

people he1ve right· tg ,be :._told truth.,, :P.ecause· only :people 
can so1ve · pro:l::>lems.,� � .·-not,· Pre_side.nts or .Congresses' .by 
themselves. �Ali•too,bfteni p�ople are told distortions 
or even lies. It is· that decept_ion- that ·destroys. confidence. 

Without a faith in the ability of our citizens to shape 
their future� there can be no shared national purpose, no 
sens.e of a· common effort in pursuit of common objectives. 

I regard the erosion of that faith in our future as 
the most dangerous of the many perils which confront America. 

Reasons for hope 

1. I asked for this time�ith you tonight beca.use I wanted 
to speak to you about our Nation in a time of crisis. I 
have sounded the warning in the harshest of terms �� terms 
not often used by national leaders in talking to their 
citizens. 

But it is important to understand that I do not speak 
from hopelessness or despair. I tiave described the crisis 
and sounded the warning because our future will-equal the 
promise of the past only if we ·heed the warning and change 
our course. 

2. We must hear -and unders.tand the -truth, because cannot 
change what �e-do no� bndersfand.-

3. _ I know the _
-
stre

.
pgth· c)f ·ArnE!� _ica. Our models can be 

ourselves - • .  � ·we_ are; ·the people who sq�ped new society 
during Depression-; .brought. y-.rqrldpeace; went to moon. These 
were not randqTQ events. Show what united nation can do. 
We are still ��ch a nation; 

What's to be done? 

1. Restore confidence_ ... Need-renaissance of America, 
rebuilding Ainerican �pirit firs-t. 

2. Revitalize our values:� -We· must return to the honorable 
concepts of work -- beliE!'f.- in- community. - The "me II genera­
tion should become the .'"we" generation. 
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We .have pee;!n livii}g, .on t_he· morat. C?-Pi tal· of our 
rel�·g:ro�s. traditions, bi.It \f�: hci.� .e �.f.a.fl.ed .t.() .i:ep�ace it -
with a ·conc:�nsus of. moral and spiritu�l·�'y:al.lie.s<f.or. today. 
Our: Nation. was. founded·. on morai and . �.th.{caf pripciples -­
on .. human di.griity.ang.· _human.right�s ·,: the·,.expectati'ori Of good 

·al)d:.,:t·pe ·.cbpdemna:t·i9ri: of .wrohg�;·:.:. We ignore: thepe· 'basic 
fu.ridamenta}s. ,·at. pur· peril. , . · · · . . .  . ·;, · · · · ' ·. ' ' ' . . � . . . . : .• ' -;: ·. 

. '·. .
-: .. � . !'. � . ' . • 

. :\ • ,. . ,·· 
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3. Must r�generate �:mr ·sen �e oL natio�·i:il·.p·�·.rpo�e� •· • •  ••• '.r :·· 
4. . Our gov�rniJient ·· T(lli�t .chartge . . ·: ·-
Conunitments to .Action 

1. As your PresidE:!rit, I promise that I will be the 
leader of the Nation� protect.national interest, not act 
as "broker" between'special interests. 

-- I will c;ontiriue .,to work .to open. up the government 
so it reflects these,·:pr;in¢iples. But I will reach out 
beyond government; meet with.people and leaders, like at 
Camp David. 

-- I know the need for .boldness and freshne
.
ss in our 

approach to the future. Aiid i will be coming:· to y�:m in 
the next months with propo.s .als, actioris and··�ptans. . Some 
will involve the government ..,...,. many will·no·b. .· Becc:hise the 
public life of America involves mpre than·the goyernment. 

2. A Pres.ident dan poirit the way. A government can pro­
pose programs. But success can come only·fro,m the commit­
ment of the people. 

Energy 

1. The . first great·., test· is ,_ei1e.rgy. Other shortages. 

2·.. The cri?is· ·is .,1;:-ea;L .: . Th.� �� .. hor.tage.s �re real. Our 
daJ1gerous dep�ridence' on ·OPEC: is .xea:l. ·.·.This .is the truth 
and: we .must· face ·it. . ·· . .  ··. ,· · 
3. Energy can.'bEi . the cutting e'dge of an. ·American 
renaissance ... As we :.free ourselves from · bondage to the oil 
cartel, we also ·free th,e. strerig,th ·and spirit of America. 

4. Detail energy program :t:ofuorro
.
w·. Tonight, in broad 

strokes, sketch out goais· and how we achieve them. 
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5. Go�ls: Imports ip; 1985·no greater than. in. 1977; 
one-: third reduct,ion. in .. impo:r:ts by ·1990:�· IJ1 th�. f?.ast, U.S. 
more dependent each year. · In the future·;· more 1n'dependent 
and- -st·r·onger 'each.year ·.than· the :year :,before� 

· · 
. . . 

. . 
. ' . . · ,, . .  

6. · Me.thods: · Massive: conservation· .. ( � .t�ndby· ·;ationing) , 
ma�sive proc1U:cti5)ri� (cut·.�red �ape), �rriassive<.effo.rt -'t'(>. 
unleash . ;Ainer.tc;::an _ _  .technology:. anO.: innovatio;n to Cleve ;top 
al terna.tiv�s (synfuel�; solar}� B·acke·d up. ,by ·Presidential 
quota authori:tY:.... 

. 
.. 

7. Equity:_ bur(jen .falls o;n those who heat with oil, 
the poor, the old. Share that burden.. Mass transit. 

8. .calling for mobilization of American will and daring 
as great as ltlOOn program, but with far wider impact and 
participation. Individual acts of conservation are acts 
of patriotism. 

Conclusion 

1. We will succeed if we remember the principles that 
speak to us across the centuries. 

2. (Tannenbaum material) . · 

3. We must not break faith with those who came,before us. 
They and their coura-ge brought us · to this crossroad in our 
history. 

4. 

that 
ends 

One path is that of unrestrained self interest. 
road lies the.illusion.of.freedom -- an illusion 
in conflict,· chaos and .. ul tima:tely tyranny. · 

. . 

. �:: . 

Down 
that 

5. All the ·tra'di tio�·s.·o'� · b�r- .past ��� all the . lessons of 
our heritage �� point the 'oth,er_ ·way::, 'to the road of common 
purpose� Those · who: tread that road:.will do so in strength 
and confidence. TheY , will ·wa·lk to'. freedoJ.Il. 

-. 

/_,I 

. ' 
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I. APPROACH 

1. Do not hide fact that prospects for the economy and energy 

are somber. 

2. Err on the side of pessjmism - then you can take credit for all 

future improvements. 

3. Alert people that: 

4. 

a. Economy may be in downturn (mild recession) for 3-4 quarters. 

b. Inflation will remain high 

c. Bl arne it on OPEC 11taxi ng a is year, and 

next, respectively. 

Then, issue challenge (and hope }: 

a. This is a crisis. 

b. This is test of American wi 11. 

c. This is challenge to our country to all countries. 

d. You are determined to meet it with bold actions: not by 

printing money "to validate .. OPEC inflation. 

not by massive spending programs or big tax cuts which 

make problem worse in future. 

but by: asking� to tighten belts and 

investing to make us less dependent on OPEC 

investing to make us more efficient and expand our 

capacity to produce 

investing to increase our eroductivity 

investing to export more competitively. 

5. For this, lQ!!_ need cooperation and united nati ona 1 effort 

almost like national emergency, with help from: 

Congress 

Labor �lectrost:t!!t�c C@py M�de 

for PretlewvatBon Pu�o� 
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Business 

Consumers. 

I I. ENERGY 

1. You call on Congress without delay to: 

a. Pass tough windfall profits tax - we need revenues for 

R&D 

alternate fuels 

synthetics 

to help poor 

b. Give you stand-by rationing authority - now 

2. You will use other Windfall Tax proceeds for additional means 

to: 

improve use of energy 

try other substitute proposals 

3. You call for: 

Independent Government authority for synthetics production 

Crash Program 

Major goa 1 s: 1 mi 11 ion BBS 1990 

2 II II 1995_ 

Major proven�business executive in charge 

Power to deal with all impediments to effective speed 

(See attached blueprint) 

4. You will-eliminate gas lines - by 

a. End allocation system. 

b. End price controls (virtually no country keeps price of 

gasoline down artificially) 
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You wi 11 �help poor people more 

others wi 11; have to sacrifice 

but we will consume less 

and we wi 11 end the 1 i nes 

set UE Advisorl Council on Ener�l 

find other ways of saving energy and substituting 

help advise _on implementation of above program 

for oi 1 

III. ECONOMY 

1. Facts: OPEC price increases mean: 

High inflation 

Low growth (and some decline) this year and into next. 

2. Your Erogram: 

Belt tightening for consumers 

We save and invest - rather than spend. 

3. Means: 

a. You aEEOint toE level advisory council of 

Congress 

Labor 

Business 

Consumers 

to work with you (EPG): 

b. Overall coordination strongly in hands of EPG. 

c. We make voluntary guidelines work - no controls 

d. We develop "productivity legislation•• for next January 

(taxes, regulations, etc.) 

e. We develop crash program to exEand exEorts - to pay for 

OPEC oil 
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4 .  No big spending programs. 

Budget as balanced as possible. 

No tax cuts till •a1 - then possibly: 

payroll tax cuts 

tax cuts to accelerate depreciation 

write off and speed new investment 

Some added help for lowest income groups. 



THIS IS A SPECIAL 

NIGHT FOR ME. EXACTLY 

THREE YEARS AGO -- ON 

JULY 15� 1976 I 

ACCEPTED THE 

NOMINATION OF MY PARTY 

TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT 

OF THE UNITED STATES. 

I PROMISED YOU A 

PRESIDENT WHO IS NOT 

ISOLATED FROM THE 

PEOPLE -- WHO FEELS 

YOUR PAIN AND SHARES 

YOUR DREAMS AND DRAWS 

HIS STRENGTH AND HIS 

WISDOM FROM YOU, 

DURING THE PAST THREE 

YEARS1 I HAVE SPOKEN 

TO YOU ON MANY 

OCCASIONS ABOUT 

NATIONAL CONCERNS 

THE ENERGY CRISIS; 

REORGANIZING THE 

GOVERNMENT; OUR 

NATION'S ECONOMY AND I 
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ISSUES OF WAR 
€.$��, !WA-'{ 

AND
"

PEACE, 

BUT OVER THOSE 

YEARS,: THE 

SUBJECTS OF THE 

SPEECHES1 THE TALKS 

AND THE PRESS 

CONFERENCES HAVE 

BECOME INCREASINGLY 

NARROW) FOCUSSED 

MORE AND MORE ON WHAT 

THE ISOLATED WORLD OF 

WASHINGTON THINKS IS 

IMPORTANT, GRADUALLY) 

YOU HAVE HEARD MORE 

AND MORE ABOUT WHAT 

THE GOVERNMENT THINKS 

OR WHAT THE GOVERNMENT 

SHOULD BE DOING --

AND � AND LESS 

ABOUT OUR NATION
'

S 

HOPESJ OUR DREAMS AND 

OUR VISION OF THE 

FUTURE, 

tEll DAYS AGO, 

.\ . 

. . . · 

Electrostatic Cc�y Msd(! 

for Pres0wvat8ann PurpMeS 

2 

z 
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I HAD PLANNED TO 

SPEAK TO YOU AGAIN 

ABOUT A VERY IMPORTANT 

SUBJECT -- ENERGY. 

FOR THE FIFTH TIMEJ 

I WOULD HAVE DESCRIBED 

THE URGENCY OF THE 

PROBLEM AND LAID OUT 

·A SERIES OF 

LEGISLATIVE 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO 

THE CONGRESS. BUT AS 

I WAS PREPARING TO 

SPEAK1 I BEGAN TO AS K 

MYSELF THE SAME 

QUESTION THAT I KNOW 

HAS BEEN TROUBLING 

MANY OF YOU: WHY 

HAVE WE NOT BEEN ABLE 
---

TO GET TOGETHER AS A 

NATION TO RES OLVE OUR 

SERIOUS ENERGY 

PROBLEM? IT IS CLEAR 

THAT THE TRUE PROBLEMS 

OF OUR NATION ARE 

3 

3 



MUCH DEEPER 

DEEPER THAN GASOLINE 

LINES OR ENERGY 

SHORTAGESJ DEEPER EVEN 

THAN INFLATION OR 

RECESSION, AND I 

REALIZED -- MORE THAN 
---

EVER -- THATJ AS 

PRESIDENTJ I NEED 

YOUR HELP, 

SO I DECIDED TO REACH 

OUT AND LISTEN TO 

THE VOICES OF AMERICA. 

I INVITED TO CAMP 

DAVID PEOPLE FROM 

ALMOST EVERY SEGMENT 

OF OUR SOCIETY --

BUSINESS AND LABOR; 

TEACHERS AND PREACHERS; 

GOVERNORSJ MAYORS AND 

PRIVATE CITIZENS. THEN 

I LEFT CAMP DAVID TO 

LISTEN TO OTHER 

AMERI.CANS 

't 
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MEN AND WOMEN LIKE 

YOU, IT HAS BEEN AN 

EXTRAORDINARY TEN 

DAYS� AND I WANT TO 

SHARE WITH YOU WHAT 

I HAVE HEARD. 

FIRST OF ALL� I GOT A 

LOT OF PERSONAL 

ADVICE, LET ME QUOTE 

A FEW OF THE TYPICAL 

COMMENTS: (A C-.ov) 

"MR. PRESIDENT� 

YOU'RE NOT LEADIN� 

THIS NATION -- YOU'RE 

JUST MANAGING THE 

GOVERNMENT." 

"YOU DON'T SEE THE 

PEOPLE ENOUGH 

ANYMORE," 

"sOME OF YOUR 

CABINET MEMBERS DON'T 

SEEM LOYAL, THERE IS 

NOT ENOUGH DISCIPLINE 

AMONG YOUR DISCIPLES," 

"DON'T TALK TO US 

. J . 

l}:f®ctr@®t::!!t6c Copy M�d® 

fer Pras®wat8o� P�I'!PCiM 



ABOUT POLITICS OR THE 

MECHANICS OF 

GOVERNMENTJ BUT ABOUT 

AN UNDERSTANDING OF 

THE COMMON GOOD," 

"
WE

'
RE IN TROUBLE, 

TALK TO US ABOUT 

BLOODJ SWEAT AND 

TEARS," 

"IF YOU LEADJ MR. 

PRESIDENTJ WE WILL 

FOLLOW," 

MANY PEOPLE TALKED 

ABOUT THEMSELVES 

AND ABOUT THE 

CONDITION OF OUR 

NATION: 

"I FEEL SO FAR FROM 

GOVERNMENT, I FEEL 

LIKE ORDINARY PEOPLE 

ARE EXCLUDED FROM 

POLITICAL POWER," 

"SOME OF US HAVE 

SUFFERED FROM 

RECESSION ALL OUR 

LIVES'· 
II 
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"SOME H�VE WASTED 

ENERGY) BUT OTHERS 

HAVEN'T HAD ANYTHING 

TO WASTE.
" 

(l?.J t'fto'-V->) 
"NO MATERIAL SHORTAGE 

CAN TOUCH THE 

IMPORTANT THINGS) LIKE 

Gop's LOVE FOR US AND 

OUR LOVE FOR ONE 

ANOTHER I II ro A .I 
) 

l t> {.,A) - {VII S) 
"THE BIG SHOTS ARE NOT 

THE ONLY ONES WHO ARE 

IMPORTANT, YOU CAN'T 

SELL ANYTHING ON WALL 

STREET UNLESS SOMEONE 

� li llf SOMEWHERE 

ELSE FIRST I II 

"MR. PRESIDENT) WE ARE 

CONFRONTED WITH A MORAL 

AND SPIRITUAL CRISIS," 

SEVERAL OF OUR 

DISCUSSIONS WERE ON 

ENERGY) AND I HAVE A 

NOTEBOOK FULL OF 

COMMENTS AND ADVlCE: 

�ns{:tro�t��ec Cc�y M�ds 
for Pli'ss0wat8on PrJ�o� 
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"
WE CiAN

'
T GO ON 

CONSUMING 40 PER CENT 

MORE ENERGY THAN WE 

PRODUCE,
" 

"
WHEN WE IMPORT 01 L,� 

WE
'

RE ALSO IMPORTING 

INFLATION PLUS 

UNEMPLOYMENT,
" 

�WE
'

VE GOT TO USE WHAT 

WE HAVE, THE MIDDLE 

EAST HAS ONLY FIVE 

PER CENT OF THE 

WORLD
'

S ENERGY,� BUT 

THE UNITED STATES HAS 

24 PER CENT I '&1\lt cL) 

"
OUR NECK IS 

STRETCHED OVER THE 

FENCE,� AND O.P,E,C, 

HAS THE KNIFE,
" 

"
THERE WILL BE OTHER 

CARTELS AND OTHER 

SHORTAGES, AMERICAN 

WISDOM AND COURAGE NOW 

CAN SET A PATH TO 

. ..
.. · 

Elsctrostl!l!t�c Copy Msde 

for Pres0fifmt!on Purpo598 

8 
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FOLLOW IN THE FUTURE." 

"
BE BOLD, MR. 

PRESIDENT ! WE MAY 

MAKE MISTAKES, BUT WE 

ARE READY TO 

EXPERIMENT I ( A�A..-t ) 
"THE REAL ISSUE IS 

FREEDOM,
" 

"WE MUST DEAL WITH 

THE ENERGY PROBLEM 

ON A WAR FOOTING." 

"WHEN WE ENTER THE 

MORAL EQUIVALENT OF 

WAR, MR. PRESIDENT, 

DON
'

T ISSUE us BB 

GUNS," 

WHAT I HEARD OVER 

THESE TEN DAYS 

CONFIRMED MY BELIEF 

IN THE DECENCY AND 

STRENGTH AND WISDOM 

OF THE AMERICAN 

PEOPLE. BUT IT ALSO 

BORE OUT SOME OF MY 

LONG-STANDING CONCERNS 

EDsctro�l't�tBc Cc�y M9d0 
for PretJenvata�11 p�ti'p()a$:'; 

· :'.'; . ·, 
·.'' 
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ABOUT OUR NATION
'

S 

UNDERLYING PROBLEMS, 

I KNOWJ OF COURSEJ 

THAT GOVERNMENT 

ACTIONS AND 

LEGISLATION CAN BE 

VERY IMPORTANT, THAT
'

S 

WHY I HAVE WORKED HARD 

TO PUT MY CAMPAIGN 

PROMISES INTO LAW -­

AND WITH MIXED SUCCESS, 

BUT AFTER LISTENING TO 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

I HAVE BEEN REMINDED 

AGAIN THAT ALL THE 

LEGISLATION IN THE 

WORLD CAN
'

T FIX WHAT
'

S 

WRONG WITH AMERICA. 

SO I WANT TO SPEAK TO 

YOU FIRST �ONIGHT 

ABOUT A SUBJECT EVEN 

MORE SERIOUS THAN 

ENERGY OR INFLATION. I 

WANT TO TALK TO YOU -­

RIGHT NOW 

10 
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ABOUT A FUNDAMENTAL 

THREAT TO AMERICAN 

DEMOCRACY, 

I DO NOT MEAN OUR 

POLITICAL AND CIVIL 

LIBERTIES. THEY WILL 

ENDURE. AND I DO NQI 

REFER TO THE OUTWARD 

STRENGTH OF AMERICAJ 

A NATION THAT IS AT 

PEACE TONIGHT 

EVERYWHERE IN THE 

WORLD; WITH UNMATCHED 

ECONOMIC POWER AND 

MILITARY MIGHT. 

THE THREAT IS NEARLY 

INVISIBLE IN 

ORDINAR'{ WAYS. IT IS 

A CRISIS OF 

CONFIDENCE, IT IS A 

CRISIS THAT STRIKES 

AT THE VERY HEARTJ 

SOU�J AND SPIRIT OF 

OUR NATIONAL WILL. 

WE CAN SEE THIS CRISIS II 



.
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IN THE GROWING DOUBT 

ABOUT THE MEANING OF 

OUR OWN LIVES AND IN 

THE LOSS OF A UNITY OF 

PURPOSE FOR OUR NATION. 

THE EROSION OF OUR 

CONFIDENCE IN THE 

FUTURE IS THREATENING 

TO DESTROY THE SOCIAL 

AND POLITICAL FABRIC 

OF AMERICA, 

THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE 

. ALWAYS HAD AS A PEOPLE 

IS NOT SIMPLY SOME 

ROMANTIC DREAM� OR A 

PROVERB IN A DUSTY 

BOOK THAT WE READ ON 

THE FOURTH OF JULY. 

IT IS THE IDEA WHICH 

FOUNDED OUR NATION AND 

HAS GUIDEij OUR 

DEVELOPMENT AS A 

PEOPLE, CONFIDENCE 

IN THE FUTURE HAS 

IZ 
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SUPPORTED EVERYTHING 

ELSE -- PUBLIC 

INSTITUTIONS AND 

PRIVATE ENTERPRISE) 

OUR OWN FAMILIES AND 

THE VERY CONSTITUTION 

OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CONFIDENCE HAS DEFINED 

OUR COURSE AND SERVED 

AS THE LINK BETWEEN 

GENERATIONS, WE HAVE 

ALWAYS BELIEVED IN 

SOMETHING CALLED 

PROGRESS; WE HAVE 

ALWAYS HAD A FAITH 

THAT THE DAYS OF OUR 

CHILDREN WOULD BE 

BETTER THAN OUR OWN. 

OUR PEOPLE ARE LOSING 

THAT FAITH -- NOT 

ONLY IN GOVERNMENT 

ITSEL�J BUT IN THE 

ABILITY AS CITIZENS 

TO SERVE AS THE 

ULTIMATE RULERS AND /3 



SHAPERS OF OUR 

DEMOCRACY, 

AS A PEOPLEJ WE KNOW 

OUR PAST AND ARE PROUD 

OF IT. OUR PROGRESS 

HAS BEEN PART OF THE 

LIVING HISTORY OF 

AMERICA, WE ALWAYS 

BELIEVED WE WERE PART 

OF A GREAT MOVEMENT 

OF HUMANITY CALLED 

DEMOCRACYJ INVOLVED 

IN THE SEARCH FOR 

FREEDOM -- AND THAT 

BELIEF HAS ALWAYS 

STRENGTHENED US IN 

OUR PURPOSE. BUT JUST 

AS WE ARE LOSING OUR 

CONFIDENCE IN THE 

FUTUREJ WE ARE ALSO 

BEGINNING TO CLOSE 

THE DOOR ON OUR PAST, 

IN A NATION THAT WAS 

PROUD OF HARD WORK1 

STRONG FAMILIESJ 

I� 

I� 



CLOSE-KNIT COMMUNITIES 

AND OUR FAITH IN GOD) 

TOO MANY OF US NOW 

TEND TO WORSHIP 

SELF-INDULGENCE AND 

CONSUMPTION. HUMAN 

IDENTITY IS NO LONGER 

DEFINED BY WHAT ONE 

DOES1 BUT BY WHAT ONE 

� ·  

BUT WE HAVE DISCOVERED 

THAT OWNING THINGS 

AND CONSUMING THINGS 

DOES NOT SATISFY OUR 

LONGING FOR MEANING. 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT 

PILING UP MATERIAL 

GOODS CANNOT FILL THE 

EMPTINESS OF LIVES 

WHICH HAY� . . . NCJ. 

CONFIDENCE OR PURPOSE. 

THE SYMPTOMS OF THIS 

CRISIS OF THE 

AMERICAN SPIRIT ARE 

ALL AROUND US. 

IS 

,s-



FOR THE FIRST TIME1 

A MAJORITY OF OUR 

PEOPLE BELIEVE THAT 

THE NEXT FIVE YEARS 

WILL BE WORSE THAN 

THE � FIVE YEARS, 

TWO-THIRDS OF OUR 

PEOPLE DO NOT EVEN 

VOTE, THE 

PRODUCT! VI TV OF 

AMERICAN WORKERS IS 

ACTUALLY DROPPING� AND 

THE WILLINGNESS OF 

AMERICANS TO SAVE FOR 

THE FUTURE HAS FALLEN 

BELOW THAT OF ALL 

OTHER PEOPLE IN THE 

WESTERN WORLD, THERE 

IS A GROWING 

DISRESPECT FOR 

GOVERNMENT� AND FOR 

CHURCHES� SCHOOLS� THE 

NEWS MEDIA AND OTHER 

INSTITUTIONS, 

THIS.lS NOT A MESSAGE 

1/.o 

j(p 
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Eleetrcst1!!!tDc Ccpy Made 

fer PrafO�IRtSltS«:Dn Purpcaes 

;. �· . . ·;,•!':•: 

·<·!;· : 

OF HAPPINESS OR 

REASSURANCEJ BUT IT IS 

THE TRUTH AND IT IS A 

WARNING, 

THESE CHANGES DID NOT 

HAPPEN OVERNIGHT, 

THEY HAVE COME UPON 

US GRADUAuLYJ OVER THE 

LAST GENERATION 

YEARS THAT WERE FILLED 

WITH SHOCKS AND 

TRAGEDY, WE WERE SURE 

OURS WAS A NATION OF 

THE BALLOTJ NOT THE 

BULLET -- UNTIL THE d I<EP*�Dt 
MURDERS OF JOHN

�
AND 

ROBERT KENNEDY AND 

MARTIN LUTHER 

K I N G, JB_, WE WERE 

TAUGHT THAT OUR 

ARMIES WERE ALWAYS 

INVINCIBLE AND OUR 

CAUSES ALWAYS JUST 

ONLY TO SUFFER THE 

AGONY OF VIETNAM, 

1"1-

11 



. ·:. .
. - . . . . . � ..... . 

WE RESPECTED THE 

PRESIDENCY AS A PLACE 

OF HONOR-- UNTIL THE 

SHOCK OF WATERGAT�. 

WE REMEMBER WHEN THE 

PHRASE 
n

SOUND AS A 

DOLLAR
n 

WAS AN 

EXPRESSION OF 

DEPENDABI Ll TY 

UNTIL TEN YEARS OF 

INFLATION BEGAN TO 

SHRINK OUR DOLLAR 

AND OUR SAVINGS, 

WE BELIEVED THAT 

OUR RESOURCES WERE 

LIMITLESS -- UNTIL 

1973 WHEN WE HAD 

T0''FACE · 

OUR GROWING 

DEPENDENCE ON 

FOREIGN OIL. 

THESE WOUNDS ARE 

STILL VERY DEEP. 

THEY HAVE 

l'ij 

I� . 



NEVER BEEN HEALED. 

LOOKING FOR A WAY OUT 

OF THIS CRISISJ OUR 

PEOPLE HAVE TURNED TO 

THE FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT AND FOUND 

IT ISOLATED FROM THE 

MAINSTREAM OF OUR 

NATION
'

S LIFE, 

WASHINGTONJ D.C. HAS 

BECOME AN JSLANDJ 

THE GAP BETWEEN OUR 

CITIZENS AND OUR 

GOVERNMENT HAS NEVER 

BEEN SO WIDE, 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

ARE LOOKING FOR 

HONEST ANSWERSJ NOT 

EASY ANSWERS -- CLEAR 

LEADERSHIPJ NOT FALSE 

CLAIMSJ EVASIVENESSJ 

AND POLITICS AS USUAL. 

WHAT YOU SEE TOO 

OFTEN IN WASHINGTON AND 

ELSEWHERE AROUND THE 

ICJ 

1'1 



COUNTRY IS A SYSTEM 

OF GOVERNMENT THAT 

SEEMS INCAPABLE OF 

ACTION, YOU SEE A 

CONGRESS TWISTED AND 

PULLED IN EVERY 

DIRECTION BY 

HUNDREDS OF 

WELL-FINANCED AND 

POWERFUL SPECIAL 

INTERESTS, YOU SEE 

EVERY EXTREME POSITION 

DEFENDED 

TO THE LAST VOTE� 

ALMOST TO THE LAST 

BREATH� BY ONE 

UNYIELDING 

GROUP OR ANOTHER, 

YOU·:OFTEN SEE A 

BALANCED AND FAIR 

APPROACH THAT DEMANDS 

SACRIFICE� A LITTLE 

SACRIFICE FROM 

EVERYONE� ABANDONED 

LIKE AN ORPHAN WITHOUT I 

20 
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SUPPORT AND WITHOUT 

FRIENDS, - OFTEN YOU 

SEE PARALYSIS) 

STAGNATIO� AND DRIFT. 

YOU DON
'

T LIKE IT) 
--

AND NEITHER DO I, 
-

WHAT CAN .WE DO? 
-

FIRST OF ALL WE MUST 

FACE THE TRUTH -- THEN 

WE CAN CHANGE OUR 

COURSE, WE SIMPLY 

MUST HAVE FAITH IN 

EACH OTHER) FAITH IN 

OUR ABILITY TO GOVERN 

OURSELVES) AND FAITH 

IN THE FUTURE. 

RESTORING THAT FAITH 

AND CONFIDENCE TO 

AMERICA IS NOW THE 

MOST IMPORTANT TASK 

WE FACE -- IT IS THE 

TRUE CHALLENGE OF THIS 

GENERATION OF AMERICANS. 

ONE OF THE VISITORS TO 

CAMP DAVID LAST WEEK 



.. . . 
• •  

w • • 

PUT IT THIS WAY: 

"
WE

'
VE GOT TO STOP 

CRYING AND START 

SWEATING; STOP 

TALKING AND START 

WALKING; STOP 

CURSING AND START 

PRAYING, THE 

STRENGTH WE NEED WILL 

COME NOT FROM THE 
--

WHITE HOUSEJ BUT 

FROM EVERY HOUSE IN 

AMERICA,
" 

WE KNOW THE 

STRENGTH OF AMERICA, 

WE ARE STRONG, WE CAN 

REGAIN OUR UNITY, WE 

CAN REGAIN OUR 

CONFIDENCE, WE ARE 

THE HEIRS OF 

GENERATIONS WHO 

SURVIVED THREATS MUCH 

MORE POWERFUL AND 

AWESOME THAN THOSE ' 

THAT CHALLENGE US NOW. 

OUR FATHERS AND MOTHERS 

WERE STRONG MEN AND 



WOMEN WHO SHAPED A 

NEW SOCIETY DURING THE 

GREAT DEPRESSION; WHO 

FOUGHT WORLD WARS AND 

CARVED OUT A NEW 

CHARTER OF PEACE FOR 

THE WORLD, WE 

OURSELVES ARE THE 

AMERICANS WHO JUST TEN 

YEARS AGO PUT A MAN ON 
--

THE MOON. WE ARE THE 

GENERATION THAT i" 

DEDICATED OUR SOCIETY 

TO THE PURSUIT OF 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

EQUALITY, AND WE ARE 

THE GENERATION THAT 

WILL WIN THE WAR ON 
---

THE ENERGY PROBLEM -­

AND IN THAT PROCESS 

REBUILD THE UNITY AND 

CONFIDENCE OF AMERICA. 

WE ARE AT A TURNING 

POINT IN OUR HISTORY, 

THERE ARE TW.O PATHS 



:: , .·. 

. . 

TO CHOOSE, 

ONE IS THE PATH I 

HAVE WARNED ABOUT 

TONIGHT -- THE PATH 

THAT LEADS TO 

FRAGMENTATION AND 

SELF-INTEREST, DOWN 

THAT ROAD LIES A 

MISTAKEN IDEA OF 

FREEDOM -- THE RIGHT 

TO GRASP FOR OURSELVES 

SOME ADVANTAGE OVER 

OTHERS, THAT PATH 

WOULD BE ONE OF 

CONSTANT CONFLICT 

BETWEEN NARROW 

INTERESTS� ENDING 

IN CHAOS AND 

IMMOBILITY, IT IS 

THE ROUTE TO 

FAILURE, 

ALL THE TRADITIONS OF 

OUR PAST -- ALL THE 

LESSONS OF OUR 

HERITAGE -- ALL THE 



PROMISES OF OUR 

FUTURE -- POINT TO 

ANOTHER PATH -- THE 

PATH OF COMMON 

PURPOSE AND THE 

RESTORATION OF 

OUR VALUES, THAT 

PATH LEADS TO TRUE 

FREEDOM -- FOR OUR 

NATION AND OURSELVES. 

WE CAN TAKE THE FIRST 

STEPS DOWN THAT PATH 

AS WE BEGIN TO SOLVE 

OUR ENERGY PROBLEM, 

ENERGY WILL BE THE 

IMMEDIATE TEST OF OUR 

ABILITY TO-UNITE THE 

NATION I IT CAN ALSO 

BE THE STANDARD AROUND 

WHICH WE RALLY. ON 

THE BATTLEFIELD OF 

ENERGY) WE CAN WIN FOR 

OUR NATION A NEW 

CONFIDENCE -- AND WE 

CAN SEIZE CONTROL OF 



OUR COMMON DESTINY, 

IN LITTLE MORE THAN 

TWO DECADESJ WE HAVE 

GONE FROM A POSITION 

OF ENERGY 

INDEPENDENCE TO ONE 

IN WHICH ALMOST HALF 

· THE OIL WE USE COMES 

FROM FOREIGN 

COUNTRIES -- AT PRICES 

THAT ARE GOING 

THROUGH THE ROOF. OUR 

DEPENDENCE ON O,P,E.C. 

HAS ALREADY TAKEN A 

TREMENDOUS TOLL ON 

OUR ECONOMY AND OUR 

PEOPLE I I T I s THE 

DIRECT CAUSE OF 

THE LONG LINES WHICH 

HAVE MADE MILLIONS OF 

YOU SPEND AGGRAVATING 

HOURS WAITING FOR GAS. 

IT IS THE CAUSE OF THE 

INCREASED INFLATION 

AND�UNEMPLOYMENT WE 



NOW FACE, THIS 

INTOLERABLE DEPEND ENCE 

ON FOREIGN OIL 

THREATENS OUR ECONOMIC 

INDEPENDENCE AND THE 

VERY SECURITY OF OUR 

NATION, 

THE ENERGY CRISIS IS 

REAL. IT IS 

WORLDWIDE, IT IS A 

CLEAR AND PRESENT 

DANGER TO OUR NATION, 

THESE ARE FACTS -­

AND WE SIMPLY MUST 

FACE THEM, 

WHAT I HAVE TO SAY TO 

YOU NOW·ABOUT 

ENERGY IS SIMPLE 

AND VITALLY 

IMPORTANT, 

POINT ONE, I AM 

TONIGHT SETTING A 

CLEAR GOAL FOR THE 

ENERGY POLICY OF 

THE UNITED STATES, 

l:j 



BEGINNING THIS 

MOMENT1 THIS NATION 

WILL NEVER USE MORE 

FOREIGN OIL THAN WE 

DID IN 1977 -- NEVER ! 

FROM NOW ONJ EVERY 

NEW ADDITION TO OUR 

DEMAND FOR ENERGY WILL 

BE MET FROM OUR OWN 

PRODUCTION AND OUR 

OWN CONSERVATION, 

THE GENERATION-LONG 

GROWTH IN OUR 

DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN 

OIL WILL BE STOPPED 

DEAD IN ITS TRACKSJ 

RIGHT NOW -- AND 

THEN REVERSED AS WE 

MOVE THROUGH THE 

1980's. FOR I AM 

TONIGHT SETTING THE 

FURTHER GOAL OF 

CUTTING OUR 

DEPENDENCE ON 

FORE.IGN ·oiL BY 



ONE-HAlF BY THE END 

OF THE NEXT DECADE - ­

A SAVING OF OVER 4� 

MILLION BARRELS OF 

IMPORTED OIL PER DAY, 

POINT TWO. TO 

INSURE THAT WE MEET 
. . . .  

THESE TARGETS/ I WILL 

USE MY PRESIDENTIAL 

AUTHORITY TO SET 

IMPORT QUOTAS. I AM 

ANNOUNCING TONIGHT 

THAT FOR 1979 AND 

1980. I WILL FORBID 

THE ENTRY INTO THIS 

COUNTRY OF ONE DROP 

OF FOREIGN OIL MORE 

THAN THESE G OALS 

ALLOW, THESE QUOTAS 

WILL INSURE A. 

REDUCTION IN IMPORTS 

EVEN BELOW THE 

AMBITIOUS LEVELS 

WE SET AT THE TOKYO 

suMr� r T. 

Z'f 



POINT THREE. TO GIVE 

US ENERGY SECURITYJ I 

AM ASKING FOR THE MOST 

MASSIVE PEACETIME 

COMMITMENT OF FUNDS 

AND RESOURCES IN OUR 

NATION
'

S HISTORY TO 

DEVELOP AMERICA
'

S 

OWN ALTERNATIVE 

SOURCES OF FUEL 

FROM COALJ FROM OIL 
- -

SHALEJ FROM PLANT 

PRODUCTS FOR GASAHOLJ 
-

FROM UNCONVENTIONAL 

GASJ FROM THE SUN, 
- -

t PROPOSE THE CREATION 

OF AN ENERGY SECURITY 

CORPORATION TO LEAD 

THIS EFFORT TO 

REPLACE 2.5 MILLION 

BARRELS OF IMPORTED 

OIL PER DAY BY 1990, 
_... --- -

THE CORPORATION WILL 

ISSUE UP TO $5 

BlLLI.ON IN ENERGY 

' . • . .  

30 



BONDS -- IN SMALL 

DENOMINATIONS SO THAT 

AVERAGE AMERICANS CAN 

INVEST DIRECTLY IN 

AMERICA
'

S ENERGY 

SECURITY, JUST AS A 

SIMILAR SYNTHETIC 

RUBBER CORPORATION 

HELPED US WIN WORLD 

WAR IIJ SO TOO WILL 

WE MOBILIZE AMERICAN 

DETERMINATION AND 

ABILITY TO WIN THE 

ENERGY WAR. 

MOREOVERJ I WILL 

SOON SUBMIT 

LEGISLATION TO 

CONGRESS CALLING 

FOR THE CREATION OF 

THIS NATION
'

S FIRST 

SOLAR BANK -- WHICH 

WILL HELP US ACHIEVE 

THE CRUCIAL GOAL OF 

TWENTY PER CENT OF OUR 
31 



ENERGY COMING FROM 

· SOLAR POWER BY THE 
I 

YEAR 2000. THESE 

EFFORTS WILL COST 

MONEY -- AND THAT IS 

WHY CONGRESS MUST 

ENACT THE WINDFALL 

PROFITS TAX 

WITHOUT DELAY. IT 

WILL BE MONEY WELL 

SPENT. UNLIKE THE 

BILLIONS OF DOLLARS 

WE SHIP TO FOREIGN 

COUNTRIES TO PAY FOR 

FOREIGN OILJ THESE 

FUNDS WILL. BE PAID BY 

AMERICANS TO AMERICANS • 

...... 

THEY WILL GO TO FIGHT 

NOT TO INCREASE 

INFLATION AND 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

POINT � I AM 

ASKING CONGRESS TO 

MANDATE -- TO REQUIRE 

AS A MATTER OF LAW --



THAT OUR NATION
'

S 

UTILITIES CUT THEIR 

MASSIVE USE OF OIL BY 

FIFTY PER CENT WITHIN 

THE NEXT DECADE AND 

SWITCH TO OTHER FUELS -

ESPECIALLY COAL� OUR 
...._ 

MOST ABUNDANT ENERGY 

SOURCE, 

POINT FIVE. TO MAKE 
-

ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN 

THAT NOTHING STANDS 

IN THE WAY OF 

ACHIEVING THESE GOALS� 

I WILL URGE CONGRESS 

TO CREATE AN ENERGY 

MOBILIZATION BOARD 

WHICH� LIKE THE WAR 

PRODUCTION BOARD IN 

WORLD WAR 11� WILL 

HAVE THE 

RESPONSIBILITY AND 

AUTHORITY TO CUT 

THROUGH THE RED 
-

.. TAPE� THE DELAYS�. AND 

33 



THE ENDLESS 

ROADBLOCKS TO 

COMPLETING KEY ENERGY 

PROJECTS, WE WILL 

PROTECT OUR 

ENVIRONMENT, BUT 

WHEN THIS NATION 

CRITICALLY NEEDS 

A·REFINERY OR A 

p-JPELI NE -- WE WILL 

BUILD IT, 

p 0 I NT s I X I I AM 
-

PROPOS lNG A BOLD 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

TO INVOLVE EVERY 

STATE� COUNTY� AND 

CITY -- AND EVERY 
-

AMERICAN CITIZEN --

IN OUR ENERGY BATTLE, 

THIS EFFORT WILL 

PERMIT YOU TO BUILD 

CONSERVATION INTO YOUR 

HOMES AND YOUR LIVES 

AT A COST YOU CAN 
-

AFFQRD, 1 ASK CONGRESS 



TO GIVE ME AUTHORITY 

FOR MANDATORY 

CONSERVATION AND FOR 

STANDBY GASOLINE 

RATIONING, TO 

FURTHER CONSERVE 

ENERGY) I AM 

PROPOSING TONIGHT 

AN EXTRA $10 BILLION 
-

OVER THE NEXT DECADE 

TO STRENGTHEN OUR 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

SYSTEMS, AND I AM 

ASKING YOU -- FOR YOUR 
-

. GOOD· AND FO� _YOUR 

NATION
'

S SECURITY 

.TO TAKE NO 
-

UNNECESSARY TRIPS) TO 

USE CARPOOLS OR 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 

WHENEVER YOU CAN) TO 

PARK YOUR CAR ONE 

EXTRA DAY PER WEEK) 

TO OBEY THE SPEED 
-

LIMIT AND TO SET YOUR 
-



. . : ., . 
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THERMOS TATS TO SAVE 

FUEL, EVERY ACT OF 

ENERGY CONSERVATION 

LIKE THIS IS MORE THAN 

JUS T COMMON SENSE 

IT IS AN ACT OF 

. PATRIOTISM, 

OUR NATION M UST BE 

FAIR TO THE POOREST 

AMONG US -- SO WE 

WILL INCREASE AID T O  

NEEDY AMERICANS TO 

COPE WITH RISING 

ENERGY PRICES, WE 

OFTEN THINK OF 

CONSERVATION ONLY IN 

TERMS OF SACRIFICE, 

IN FACT IT IS THE 

MOS T PAINLESS AND 

IMMEDIATE WAY OF 

RE-BUILDING OUR 

NATION
'

S STRENGTH, 

EVERY GALLON OF 

OIL EACH ONE OF US 
-

SAVES IS A NEW FORM 
-



OF PRODUCTION -- IT 

GIVES US MORE FREEDOM) 

MORE CONFIDENCE) THAT 

MUCH MORE CONTROL OYER 

OUR OWN LI YES I 

SO THE SOLUTION TO OUR 

ENERGY CRISIS CAN ALSO 

HELP US CONQUER THE 

CRISIS OF THE SPIRIT 

IN OUR COUNTRY, IT 

CAN REKINDLE OUR 

SENSE OF UNITY) OUR 

CONFIDENCE IN THE 

FUTURE) AND GIVE US 

A NEW SENSE OF 

PURPOSE, 

WE CAN DO IT. WE 

HAVE THE NATURAL 

RESOURCES -- WE 

HAVE MORE OIL IN OUR 

SHALE ROCK THAN 

SEVERAL SAUDI ARABIASJ 

MORE COAL THAN ANY 

NATION ON EARTH. WE 

HAVE THE �ORLD
'

S 



. . . . . . 

HIGHEST LEVEL OF 

TECHNOLOGY, WE HAVE 

THE MOST SKILLED WORK 

FORCE WITH INNOVATIVE 

GENIUS1 AND I FIRMLY 

BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE 

THE NATIONAL WILL TO 
� 

WIN THIS WAR. 

I DO NOT PROMISE YOU 

THAT THIS STRUGGLE FOR 

FREEDOM WILL BE EASY, 

I DO NOT PROMISE A 

QUICK WAY OUT OF OUR 

NATION
'

S PROBLEMS 

WHEN THE TRUTH IS 

THAT THE ONLY WAY OUT 

IS AN ALL-OUT EFFORT. 

WHAT I DO PROMISE YOU 

IS THAT I WILL LEAD 
__________. 

OUR FIGHT1 I WILL 

ENFORCE FAIRNESS IN 

OUR STRUGGLEJ I WILL 

ENSURE HONESTY -- AND 

ABOVE ALL I WILL ACT, 
____._& 

WE CAN MANAGE THE 35 



SHORT-TERM 

SHORTAGES MORE 

EFFECTIVELY -- AND WE 

WILL, BUT THERE ARE 

NO SHORT-TERM 

SOLUTIONS TO OUR · 

LONG-RANGE PROBLEMS, 

THERE IS NO WAY TO 

AVOID SACRIFICE, 

TWELVE HOURS FROM 

NOW I WILL SPEAK 

AGAIN -- IN KANSAS 

CITY -- TO EXPAND 

UPON OUR ENERGY 

GOALS, JUST AS THE 

SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS 

TO OUR ENERGY 

SHORTAGES HAS LED US 

TO A NEW AWARENESS 

OF OUR NATION
'

s 

DEEPER PROBLEMS 

SO OUR WILLINGNESS 

TO·WORK FOR THOSE 

SOLUTIONS CAN 

STRENGTHEN U& TO 
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ATTACK THOSE DEEPER 

PROBLEMS. I WILL 

CONTINUE TO TRAVEL 

THE COUNTRY TO HEAR 
-

THE PEOPLE OF 

AMERICA, YOU CAN HELP 

ME DEVELOP A NATIONAL 

AGENDA FOR THE 1980's, 

I WILL LISTEN� AND I 

WILL ACT. WE WILL 

ACT TOGETHER. THESE 
-

WERE THE PROMISES 

I MADE THREE YEARS 

AGO AND I JtlTEND· · 

TO KEEP THEM. 

LITTLE BY LITTLE WE 

CAN AND MUST REBUILD 

OUR CONFIDENCE. WE 

MAY SPEND UNTIL WE 

EMPTY OUR TREASURIES� 

WE MAY ·SUMMON ALL THE 

WONDERS OF SCIENCE 

BUT WE CAN SUCCEED 



ONLY IF WE TAP OUR 

GREATEST RESOURCES; 

AMERICA
'

S PEOPLE� 

AMERICA
'

S VALUES� 

AND AMERICA
'

S 

CONFIDENCE, 

I HAVE SEEN THE 

STRENGTH OF AMERICA 

IN THE IN 

INEXHAUSTIBLE 

RESOURCES OF OUR 

PEOPLE I 

IN THE DAYS TO COME 

LET US RENEW THAT 

STRENGTH IN THE 

STRUGGLE FOR AN 

ENERGY SECURE NATION, 

IN CLOSING� LET ME 

SAY THIS: I WILL DO 

MY BEST� BUT I WILL 

NOT DO IT ALONE I 

LET YOUR VOICE BE 

HEARD, WHENEVER 

YOU HAVE A CHANCE� 



, ·  

SAY SOMETHING GOOD 

ABOUT OUR COUNTRY, 
- .  

WITH GOD
'

S HELP --

AND FOR THE SAKE OF 

OUR NATION-:- IT IS TIME 

FOR US TO JOIN HANDS 

IN AMERICA, 

LET US COMMIT 

OURSELVES TOGETHER 

TO A REBIRTH OF THE 

AMERICAN SPIRIT. 

WORKING TOGETHER 

WITH OUR COMMON 

FAITH WE CANNOT 

FAIL, 
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4415 East Piccadilly Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85018 
JUly 161 -1979 

The Honorable James Carter 
President of the Unit'ed States 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

·.' �., ·. �- '· . . - . ·  ... 

we listened caz:afullyand with much interest to your talk to the nation 
last'_���n.j_p�--- You remarked that you are willing to listen to the people 
who make up this great nation. That is the reason - for this letter. 

First of all, we thank God that you have asked His guidance as you struggled 
cwT-t:h--Elie problems. _ _  f:urthermore,"\.:/e-_f�el--y�� have hit the nail on the head, 
so to speak, when you spoke .of the ap�thy of- the--AirierTC:an people� �ve�L:_-­
they-will-aCcept"-your -e:n.allenge- to ··get--behind- you--in-this---;.,ar-onenergy � ·- ----
--------------------------------------�---------------·----------�----

� 

In order to get the natj.qp to r.ea) ize __ y:olL are in earnest, _w_� -Fee].......t;��_..,.J_t 

�1!1.... s_�;' __ '0e�-�!.z�d�J'-:?�-�th� . .!'��-s�sJ:�t--'�-t.he,_c_o_�gr.e.ss a r.·c:c::a:l-i-£he-s�eal-led. 
''blireaucrats" - _tig�n.g��their .. pelts-,.--.elirnina.ting.__tlJ._e��9.sines..,......w-er.e�.ngj: 
gL�eri-cheaper priCes at the pumps, walked more often, used oublic t�anspor-.... . �- ... �, ��,....--�_,.. ___ .e--�-.' .. ---·_-:::·:::;.-_:.���-·:.-:..__!.·.::::.•:::.,.·_,_.-..,!:'�.1".��;-�·�"-.... �-----·�-�"-�"'"':.-"' .. �...---��-·:::�:::...,,_,-:-- -�-�-:I"CP7-tation, and followmg the points you suggested for the AmeE,ts:;_�'1..Jle?Q��"'"'_t,g,�...:;.;... ...... - ,._.... ... �..._.__.,___�,--,··--" ............. _ -··-· " _ .. -.�--· --..... ---��·-�-- ::::;.,..�__.:.- ,.;>. -}� - ·;:..·,-...- -�· ;_ ---·· �- ----�-- � .  • ••' - - �-- • ··vas'E" maj'on. ty of J>$£P,�ouJ.d.��ffi-a��!���f::.�� ;neant every word you said. 

�'t'I'im1Cliey woulc:_ ��=!:�-��x..J:.?..q�+:t: -�C:<?��!�f.t\1.�9:�-�--:':
a'!e ·-ener''Tjl.nev'"e:..�""wa-_r---=-" 

possT5Ie--;-a:rid get on the band-wagon... '"'"-"-'�·-···-·--o.o-- - ·c-"'·'"·---�·�,_.., 

·· we, personally, have heed_�Q_-YQ..lJ� request to turn up or dq_��endi.ng__Q.IJ..-­
the time of year) the the�.c:>�.!:��-�-!:!Q��v�, "we u�e_Less.-k-ilowatts -. b11t toe 

.u:ti�.f��--campa-ilycDnsiai)t]i_.t:.a_:i,l'i�.q.,._thei r. r.ate::;_,__p_.r:.es�R..-J,.y_so�.theY-c.a.n_rnq4e 
.�-----the- same high profits as before;.-:....,.,liow can we fig):!L�E-.E.!_�t:.�£�.!h��c.tY.?. ... 

Tney. too, must maR"e some sacrif\S!;_s. With t�:t;.atUJ:.es....an..�e-!=e froal,Q.5° 
to.ll5° we have resisted the urge to utilize our air-conditioner as we did 
other years • we now em II 1t e5tt�:E:ts-:c:a f._��hours_e.icl:Lc:Iay-:-.:=:keep:"bii��;;-l;;��d;-
��-�-:�����_:_::_:nings open window�.:o?.-!.:� �s-�!�I1 ____ t�-- �:,�le:epi�s,ible. 

Mr. President �is r.egnl arl y si:::lce you took af-Fj �e. 
�e shall continue IVhether or not we voted you into office 
does not matter. You represent the government our God has given us, and we 
therefore plead. in your behalf that God, through Jesus Christ, grant you 
wisdom to lead this country forward and upward. 

God bless you. 

Sincerely, 
� 

��r:: �<" Margaret and Clarence Post 



--- ---
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PETER F. GALLAGHER 
157 BF.!.LEVUE AvENUE 

WEST HAVEN, CONNECTlCUT 06516 

P resident Jimmy Carter 
The White House 
�1J'ashington, D.C . 

Dear President Carter: 

July 18,1979 

I enj_QyeQ. your tb;pee--spae.c]:l:� s -��!2� an� . .l.6�a.nd....,I_bel-ie.ve-,.... 
that you have dragged the amer1can people back on top of the 
fence from the wrong side where they had fallen. However, in order 
to insure that they fall on our side "!!..e nee<!, .... �e concrete action 
and we need it nQw ___ 
F�i,n§..:t.�n�"�= wi th�!l-�Q ... �?�lr..$�J.'Lolll.._y_ow::_J_uly .. �l5.--speech_w_�_§_hould 
na:r:e a list of' twelve to -'fi:Lteen-u..tili.ties ... in---the--na.ti on tha:Lhave 
been···cfeare"d'-:roswi'tch -·-from Oil to Coal wi th .. an. ef.fec.tive� .. datac"of -· 
no later·-than·-s-e�t'��t�t��-: · _:rt·:.\v·ouid. 

..
. be-·eqliall_L�J'_:f_ecti ve i-:f:-yGU--

could poirit"··'t'O·�ra· plailt"Tii the west tha� would start on shale . 
operation-- say om Sept�l, 1979 ancf-wlYi-.. be"p�J;'o_O.ucing (::x.}:j)a-r�rels . . of ... oiJ. 

roy-sept .1 "JL2. -- ........ _. _________________ .......... . . 

'TniH,;·e···y:fiings , I believe, will settle down the average citizen in 
an all out effort to hetp and help the money capitols to stabilize 
the dollar . In short, everyone will believe, "By God he really 
does mean business ." . 
You see,, the only ,,things that we can see now are-- Air Conditioners 
riding at 78 Degrees and a lot of speeding tickets being written to 
observe the 55 MP� limit. (Both good things-- But NOT ENOUGH) 
I guess the President Jimmy Carter that I saw on July 15th is 
about as tough a Jimmy Carter as we have--I can understand this--
I am not a shouter either--- But I am reminded of a President 
Jack Kennedy who would be punching that finger at the camera and 
literally shouting--"THIS IS A ·vvAR;...-AND I INTEND TO WIN." 
Plea$e keep mQYi� around the country with your sPeecj&��o 

_see ol.;\r President--OFTEN. You are getting to the people Ang. __ the 
Congress will fo�low----TheJ.: are good at tnat-: ---�--
.--------



·---"' 

President Jimmy Carter 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Carter: 

361 South Commonwealth Avenue 
Elgin, Illinois 60120 

July 15, 1979 

, ___ !,.-��-�P-'!.!-edi_�tCLmake���e.-.o.f-the-s-aevi:-:E'i-ee-s---t"O'--bring-
abmit the change wl:l.os_e �nee�_q_g ___ d.�J.:i,:n�8,:t.�d�:Ln..,_youL-add:t:e-s-s--�th-is,--:; . 

. _··-�·,,- · - . __ -·-· ' ·• .. ·:...: .-----�-- ... ·.:_,._, ... _(..:_�,-- . '!.-,_.....,..._. ·-·' __ .. . ,_ .. - - ---·-

evening. I hope only that you will m��--e __ e_v_e_ r�y __ e_f_f�o_r_t __ t_o_ ��re� 
·.·<no-'·'one ·wilr profit ex�§_�·�.].,.y f:J;:o,JlLJIJ.�.....s.acrifi ce .and fr�tb§1.t.� 

11 :JIE • 

;-_-----omf�l� Americans. 

Sincerely yours, 

JLL 
Christian Schock 
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. )' 
Dear Mr Carter:. :. 

:.· - ... ·_;.:h . , __ .: ·.· . :��-�:{� . · . .. - f.J���{� 
. . '�-,�-�:.r·;·-�5 ��! -- .,. _ _  ;· 

I list.§ned __ tq_y,.o.w::.._speech last night and wa�.Y-.EJEY-favorable 
impressed with what' you had to say to the "'AADer�can}·�people. 

,.-. . . .... 

·r was particularity. interested in your comments concerning_"the 
energy .crises and the inflation problem. 

_ "· ;}��i: .. ':' }f}�:�_-,:· .. . .. >·_ , 
I am looking!. forward to hearing your concrete :and; positiy«e plans·�--�- .. ;. · 
for energy conservation which in my opinion is of.the utmost 

· 
importance. I agree that this country wastes entirely too much 
energy and the utmost attention should be made to cut down this 
American waste of fuel and energy. 

I have some of my own ideas that I feel should come to your 
attention in this matter. As an ordinary citizen who is feeling 
the energy crunch as well.as the inflation problem I believe there 
are areas that positive steps could be taken that \•7ould result 
in considerable savings. 

Thousands of high school systems throughout the country are either 
suburban or rural. One has only to visit these high schools and 
see the parking lots j ammed with cars that students use to transport 
themselves to school. This in spite of the fact that most if not 
all of these schools have �dequate bus transportation supplied at 
a considerable cost to the school budgets. I would take immediate 
steps to prohibit driving to high schools where bus transportation 
is available. In fact I would make it mandatory that the minimum 
driving age be increased to at least 17 or possibly 18 years of age. 

Outdoor advertising that absolutely wastes energy if used for the 
entire hours of darkness. No outdoor advertising should be permitted 
between the hours of midnight and 6 A.M. 

. .· ' 
Fuel used for strickly recreational purposes should be given the very · .,_ 
lowest priority for the allotment of gasoline. High powered gasoline::·.­
engines used in motor boats1 sp�j boats and racing cars in my opinion' 
are of non-essential use. 

• 'l-':'-..e goverrunent program to constantly increase the MPG for motor vehicles 
are a step in the right direction. In my opinion the manufacture of 

motor vehicles with 8 cylinders or more should be gradually phased out 
and in 5 or 6 years should be prohibited entirely. The latest four and 
six cylinder autos are efficient1 comfortable and do not consume the 
large amounts of gasoline that the 8 cylinder car uses. 
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. :.·:··;_ . , ;'ig Tax credits should[�be gJ.ven to home owners who not·::.bnly insulate 

their· homes but a ''sizable.icredit should be given_ whem converting to 
gas, coal or solar

_
l s�stems �: .. I have

. 
myse,;tAj just J?U�:chase(i

_

._ , ?/wood/coal 
burner stove that T wJ.ll .·be -J.nstallJ.ng � my famJ.lyl room 'so .that I 
can cut down' on the'( use and consumption of fuel oirt . :,_,.,,_ .' 

· - · �r · �; -� .--;;,tf> - -· 
· � ·� 

Mandatory regulations on-many of the above would bey accepted by the 
American public�:If.';we can substationally reduce our non-essential 
use of gasoline -,·I know that a maj.<u.-i ty of the Ameri�an public will 
support you. ·I for)one will support you lOO-percent� in any effort 
that eliminates -,non essential use of energy. :: 
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Dear Mr. Preiide�t: 

Rockville, July 16, 1979 

I fully support your Ertf.Q..r....ts-to--redi rect the. use 
of energy in th� �United States. As a native of Geneva, Switzerland, 
I know that' a high standard of }1 i vi ng �nd a high degree of freedom 
are not 1 inked' to excessive -use�of energy � .. �6� th·;·'"���-ry :-;�v

�er'·-·�- - - ---·----·······'-····-

were the habitants> of' my native· city happier and friendlier to each . .  ·' 

other than on the'·first sunday
.�in 1973 �here driving was prohibited. 

. ' 

In this common,experiena:e, there. was a spirit of sharing a similar 
objective, .Just·,as you want to create now. 

As an American, for the past: twenty years, I know how much 
energy is wasted by sheer inertia and lack of understanding or interest. 
I hope and pray that you can educate the people of this country to mend 
their ways; and to appreciate how much we can be thankful for what we 
have at our disposition right here. Without having to depend on distant 
supplies. 

Finally, permit �r..efJ..ec..:t-e.n--the--Reed for conservation: 
to ad�ocate. production at any cost, without reducing consommation as 
much as possible, is akin, in my mind, to attempt to keep afloat a 
heavily leaking boat by installing larger and more powerful pumps ! 

Even in the Swiss Navy, shios are not operated in such a foolish way. 
Very truly and respectfully yours, 

• • - 7 

Q···f?�� 
Robert Brunier 
12113 Village Square�Terrace 
#101 
Rockville, MD 20852 



The President 

'tia.shlngton, D. C • 

.!Ear l"l!r Prisident, _ _  , 

. ·.' ;. 

I�gridl�Xing 

49 Overlook Road 

1..,'est MiUord,N . J .o7480 

201-728-8382 

I a:oplaud yo\U" Sunday nigh:t: energy speech. __ .. Both content and delivery were fine; 
�-"---....::. _____ __::_ __ :_ ___ .= _____ _,__.----

we seeJ:B_ to haV9 a l)reaidint at last. 
----- --�-- -· · 

You have st-arted aoaaething which vi 11 b'.lild only if you kaep yo'IU"Se lf, your ideas 

constantly publi�h I hope you make more speeches. When a crises h.its, hit us with a· ·· 

speech! Advertise! 

Y�a, ADVERTISE! If:there could be a aeries of adverti3ements; Drivg at 55 ••• you1ll 

get there on less gas. Tu..."Tl off a light • •  aa.t by ea.ldlP- lip;nt! A On..::�-� -{cfes�Don't-

D:;:-i-;re-.D�:'· Do 30� good fo:r.- America toda.y and :o�!Americ.a will do r::oote go�d for you 

t.'J:r.o-c-rov. The :71esaa..�, whatever it is, mu3t. be con,at:mtly befo"!"e t.ha American Peop}.e� 

'4�� a.:re a nation that accepts things thru adv�:rtising,. The mess� of yoar s�;:,ch 

"·':=t-'3 J;.,:portant, that this is a good country; we ean ma..�� it a. great eoU!lt.:ry onee more 

and w� can and must ALL.help to do it. 

Advertise, i1r-. Prisident �; make some mo� fine 3�eches! a.."ld I'll bet 'ehe People 

':!ill 1;e with yo�J . ... and so!\'lehow, if you co}tld slip in a !:l.,;:?S!!Ia.g"P. abo11t o�1r t-n.-iting to 

Con��s to get the� off thP-b:· • ••• vot�s well, that t.,?uld he 3. r.elp to ua a.ll! 

ADCO Advertising ··· 
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July 17; 1979 

President of the United States 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Bravo! Since you emphasize how you want to hear from the ordinary 
-·-·zi t i������{�'reqtfesced t11a:.r1::�1:f t�mttt--express how 

pie'aSe'd we were with yo;;r-speech Sunday evenii:ig. 
...:-·"'·· .. �� .. ,.,....._.,_._..;o.-

--=� . ., � .�,_.u.a a ��--

We are more than willing to cooperate with conserving energy, however, 
there are two things that truly "bug" us. Why are the shopping centers 
allowed to remain open each evening Monday through Saturday until 9:30 
p.m. Isn't 7:00 p.m. late enough? And, why should they open at all 
on Sunday? 

\ole also agree that the driving age should be eighteen years of age, 
not sixteen. This would eliminate the teenagers from filling the 
high school parking lots to capacity and prevent them from "running 
-.:vild" with their autos causing countless accidents, injuries and 
deaths. Can you imagine 'the gasoline this alone -.:vould save· as well 
as oil? This is a thorn in our sides, believe me. 

Also, suburban areas should be forced to take advantage of busses, 
for instance, the suburb of Oregon, Ohio should have TARTA for those 
of us conunuting to downtown Toledo to work. Naumee has it, so why 
not Oregon? 

There are so many common sense things that could be initiated right 
now, none of which could be labeled sacrifice but only good judgement. 
Since the nation has not been united since the end of WW II, we long 
for the type of forcefulness you displayed the other night and pray 
that you will follow this path which, without a doubt, will lead 
to your reelection. 

Sincerely, 
C) · / · · · 

c-
· 

/}c.� -���c-L �)�1;ct-J 
Nary E if.labeth %tis 
622 Hermitage Court 
Oregon, Ohio 43616 

.· ... 
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July 17, 1979 

Jimmy Carter, President 
The \'lni te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

��. Paul Oparowski 
46 Railroad Avenue 

Epping, New Hampshire 03042 

1-lc.shington, District cf Columbia 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Aftez:__�:Lstening._to .. your- speech. on.July . 15, .. 1979, . .  I felt _ __ that_I .. shoulq .. WI:'.���--�9. __ 0_ 
you.__J_g_�xQ.r.essed._a_d.e�P fe��J,.ng _ _I ___ jl�y�_had .. for sor:ge ___ t;_ir.ne. _ It is a sorry day 
i-;hen the vast majority of the citizens of this great country .need to be reprim­
anded for their attitude. But it had to be done. I applaud your courage to 
face reality and try to turn. the tide on the situation at hand. We need to stop 
blaming others; government, and especially the presidency for our problems be­
cause we are all. to blame. I am disheartened by the polls saying the people 
are removing their support of the'president because of the current issues. How 
can two hundred million people expect one man to overcome the problems created 
by a generation of conspicuous consumption? Finding a scapegoat is too easy a 
solution. God help the man who next takes the office of the president if we do 
not change our attitude. And ��d help the democratic system. 

I �ppor��ath-the __ p_rJll@.r� __ and ___ the ___ pr.es:i,ct.sm_t:J�J-�lec:;�:i.on. I do net feel 
any regret. I pray for your courage, strength and perserverance. But more than 
that I pray for the reunification of our country. How soon so many of us has lost 
sight.of John K�nnedy's famous phrase at his inauguration. 

I have faith that the country can pick itself up again and wipe the dirt off its 
face. We have done it· before. For my part, I drive a car very little these days. 
Prefering to ride a bike or run the 10 miles to work each day� This is a small 
act but on a large scale can save more energy than imagined. 

Good 1 uck to you. · 

Regards, 

.C?J9�r: 
Paul Oparowski · · 

PO/ams 
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President Carter 
The White House 

. . . - '-� . -. ' 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave • .  · · 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Hr. President:. ,. 

'. :�- ·' 

·· .. • 
··i· ,·.· -

July 17, 1979. · · 

The Pascarella.' s:·: ·• 

3555 S. Russel Rd. 
1·Iew Berlin, ir�'I 53151. 

\ole _au:ru>ort ym1r goal tg __ :m.ake Americ�_l:n.Q.�.Q�JJ.den� o.f foreign 
ene� sources. Tb.e.._gratity_o.:L.the ene..rg:r__si���tion should-
be ... � major nai!_·j,.og� __ 9_Q_nce.rn. If the nation is not ___ riir:l.ed to 
fight energy waste and encouraged· to explore new e nergy sources; 
the national s ecurity itself 'dill be threatened. 

To help promote the irnplemention of ycur progran, added 
public ; axposure is mandatory. One speech per month 1iould 
help keep the public aware of the energy program; as �ell as 

instillL<g a greater concern for action now. It is no 
exaggeration that we are in a war. The tL� to fight is now, 
before lfe succumb 1-rithout a struggle. Your persistan t 
insistance on the actions needed to save energy is the key to 
our nations future independance of foreign sources. 

Our pr�ers are with you as you lea.d our country through 
a very difficult but necessary transition. 

God Be \-lith You 

pap 
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July 15,1979 

De::!.:!:' ?resident"'Carter, 

I am glad that you have j_1.J.S.:Lmad"" tbe�_�_t!_ __ yo1Ljus.t-made. 
·-- --------

I believe that the energy crisis is very real, that we ne_�d 
----·--··--��"-----'"...,__ '"''······-·� ,.:.�----- ---...·------------�- ·-- ------·------.. �--� --�-·"" ----·- .  

to_ ___ ��-!:_Q�_ck 
_ ___ ��-�-_!��-� look at what �-�ha:P.p_::�i!lg_!_�-�-;3. People 

are begining to forget about the problems of this country and 

let you, the Oil Companys, Congress and even other people deal 

with our problems. You and Congress are-elected to help run 

the country not be the country. It is'nt only your place to 

solve the problems of The United States, it is the responsibility 

of every person who lives in this country. It is up to us to 

stop using as much oil as we do, to form carpools, take buses, 

or ride a bicycle. I believe that for this thing to work out 

we must all take part in it. I am only 15 years old but I am 

old enough to realize that one 'day it will be my generation that 

will have to deal with the problems of our country. I don't 

believe that people can wait around for scientists to make a 

substitute for gasoline. We need to act now. We can't wait 

until the very last minute. \1le need to believe in our country 

once again to believe in the government, to believe in every­

thing which is a part of it. 1v:l thout • the unity needed to make 

a strong country I don't believe we can continue to be a country. 

I hope that once again we can vote at every election and to be-

come a part of every problem we face. I hope that in the future ' ·  

when my generation runs the country we have the belief and 

unity needed for this country to once again be the greatest 

country in the ·world. 

�o Co'-]�'"! CJ u b \�d . 
Coco c..._ �c h +--- )o � ' dr___u 

I 

3;)93) 

Sincerely, 

5� Dosai} 
-- ·.J 
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1177 KING STRE� 
GREENWICH, CONNECTICUT 06830 

July 16, 1979 

D.ear ?>·fr. President: 

I ?-pnreciate z�ur frankness _i!l_]Q��.'f_S.P.��-ch _lcutt.�O­
ni�d s�ppor-t tne prc:_gr���-.. YQ:t:J: __ P1:9.RQ.s.�d. I 
feel you-couranave been. even stronger and people 
":·muld be \.oTill ing ·to follow. 

If you decide on ra.t�Q.IJ:.:!.:ng_ __ �--��-sLtf __ y_Q'!.l _p;et t:,.e 
authqt"f;:!;Y:::-�t=.�-��:eft_a.���!_t:_, __ ];_ ha��-a. _ _  S_UftCL�_::;ti_QJl' Hl!.�T 
not link the distribution of ration tickets to 
voter registration? This \-Tould encourage several 

' • '''I';'• • • h t- 1 tu.:!.ngs. _._ 1.rst, .1. t rng .. t p,;e .... TI".any peop_e to 
register - or at least knmq ·Hhere to. It Pould 
make the distribution of ration tickets more 

e quitable , The poor HOuld have access to theM 
and could sell them thus givin� a source of 
incor.e to offset the higher prices \vhich gas 
cost increases 'Hill bring to .then. The distribution 
'H01Jld no t favor neople �·rho have and use cars -
no:;:- i:-70Uld it ne nal ize them. I an not far'!.iliar 
enough with the voter registry bureaucracy to 
knm·;r \·Thether it could be

· 

used for such ;m endeavor. 
but if so, it might prevent the increa se in levels 
o� govern!'!'!.ent. 

I believe-you are leading the country in the ri�ht 
c;_rection. A fe't-7 strong actio ns 'Hill confirm that 
be�ief. Keep it up! 

--

I� 
! • 

. � ' . 

_ · .:.;: 

,. -·1 
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228 South Franklin 
Dearborn, � 48124 
July 1.5, 1979 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20.500 

Dear Mr. President: 

' . . .',· 

!i_�_vin�_ju��- heard �Q..�;�J�_e_eJ�h-·---��e-=ar�a..�wr:ij;.ip.R-..:tQ_._��P£�Ss- our a�ee.:..:: 
ment and §}.l.,pparl-�r-the-..ohJ-ec-tiv..es....:l.OJ.!, .. _h��Y�, stated. w-e·-·especJ..ally 
believe that the problems you identified as a:-'crisis�of. confidence 
are at the. heart of several of the nations most pressing social prob­
lems, including the energy crisis and inflation. We also believe 
that the country needs strong and effective leadership to achieve 
unity of purpose. Your speech tonight was a good first step. 

As a follow-up to the clear goals you have stated, we suggest that 
you provid e---th-e---Americarr··peopl e -with�"f'r'eqt.fen.·t�· prOgress·'�·reports , fairly 
dealJ..�Itn�d:'ewso"�''"''"'-'A�-ter�-·:such-�a�,summary>-y."-·w,e ... the people 
wouldbe better briefed and prepared to address our congressmen to 
direct their efforts in the. most constructive manner. 

We are sendil}g co:Qies _of -�-ht,� _9,_eq1c;.r_Cl,:ti,on.�oi'.,supp.o:r_t_t9 the Michigan 
congressionaL,d.eJ:egalron�-·-- Further, we are prepared to-become· more 
politically active to produce a turnaround of the kind America needs. 

·--·-.·.· "'" '' ' ''"""'"" __ .. 

��-�,--�� 
&:};��� Larry L. Finley 
Stephanie J •. Finley 
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JL'TTnff C cudvr_, rp /U?Ai.d.efd 'o / :'iJz.e:: U.S.A. 

·;����n, o�c�--�' 
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d� ;�:� ::4�l�!:x�WP�1IIJ#e�«i.:. ely P. fJO P n, . . · • :- . · · · 3 �- ::·i!#!; -.,," '"'''""'f'.lfilif�� 
!Jer:n .-to m�e a nef)a;live cdti.;Wde i.ouxvu!A :tJui· 5Jpe"eCA:.-•i. T�:_!zaJ{4'"{b}ri!;;:;J.ted.: �-
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��U:>.P.. �� Vcuwc�eA. even wulel1Aiood uh.ai :th.e -1ppedt uizA al.l··abO�J�;�1i4��e� {o 
i-;,__u;_J:, :th.ai fPU -1a.J..d :tfud ilte Am�can people had J.o-1�-t �n,lid.enie,'/f/i:�f.IJ4�d.w!:A1 
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,1ilz.. ?/l�Jiden:t, oivt fami--4- hrm::o been COMe/Wi.ng. eneJU}y. o� .�A1���il!J 
o�caw.Je /L¥?_ -1imply can 1 :t a/-,lond h /JO-/f fO/r.-�--iuxw:.y ;'{uM.e�ff%JfJl!J-vi.ft{;. 
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I am r;).ad. you �ed iAe l.o-M a/- 'c;;n/Jdence ikalt·i.A;:·if/# Jt4�-,�ed. OWt 
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1!1A.. ?/teai.dp.nx,<I ·�e ihrd. we rrluAi. be -{Aee pwm dependence on OfUJ /o� 
g..QveAf!Jnerd p;/l. AWT/IltVy. AmeA.i..cnnA h.O.ve OA.i.Aen. 1o i:h.e oCC�Mi.on on n.J.Une/Ww:J 

even;/:A af!£i I ��w .ilud � can Li..ch. :th.i.A p/lJJblem i/ (o� iv.il1 only 9-ei belU.ml 
fjOU-:and. �uppofli:.'!JOWl. p/lJJfOJ!jaM • .  · _ . 

1 have io be. !Wneoi., f}/;z.. .[G;d� /dni.il ionig.At, I tJXJA �1:. !JOU beCOJ.Vje 
1 di.n. 1 i. leel. :thid yau. UJe/1.R. · �: io ·do a.n_y;I:}Ung. !3ui. rww, f}� C r:vd� I u.vulrl 
}��g_-� knvi!L# ib.e.&. iA ���.)_!;E!L_I:!!d£_.Jf£U and owt · co-un:bty. i.o mf!-ei. 
�4LE of.__beinf;-Cne/ll}y In:J.�ent? Ile� .:tha;t we afiR_''cJ'�i/tvifl.g- CJ/j_ �0 .·''·' 
r;a�o.Li.ne a4 -we ���rreVivujnn.e 7.ii.--lt/ie;u_ca_�IWU:ld�l/Uj�-IX'. c.or;:J�'-:;e iMi.edJ ot :·. -

cLU.vif!g. ll£0�eMJ o t :ilte pu_ce, il r.wtdd-��hJ;l{/ ilte low .in.come AmvU.caM. a-1. well ,, _;_ 
cvJ :iAe afl.uen;t. . . 
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?residant J�ues Cartar 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C.· 
Dear Mr. President; 

43 Narragansett R.d. 
Buffalo, New York 14220 
Sunday, Jul.7 15 

I just' finished listening to. your speech and I wa."lted to write 
you while it was.still fresh in my mind� 

I have never written an elected official before; I felt that you 
should be the first, since you are the person who will be responsible for a 
long succession of letters to my representatives from me from here o n  out. 

I was .one_ of _the many people who did not feel you were doing a 
good job in the Whita:House,.who . did not feel you were enough of a leader. 
I feel,nowthat.your only mistake is trying to play the Washington game 
according to Washington rules. You will never be able to do that, and L� 
trying you looked incompetent. You are a good man, sir, and a good leader. 
But in your own way, your own style. 

I ani-.twenty years old. As a child, I was just old enough to under­
stand the nistake of Viet Nam; as a youth, just naive enough to be heartbroken 
by the concepts involved in Watergate. But I still believe.in America. 

And there are alot of us, Mr. President, alot of people who still 
�lieve. But we::a.re separated, isolated from �ach other by a society 71'nich 
doesn 1 t encourage ·.open ent..1.usiasm for one: s country. Soemti.ues 2.ll people 
nsed is an example to follow , someone to say, '11 I1m going, I'm caring, I 
believe-if you like, you can too11 � 

· 

To!light .Yq��-§.�"t-�t5i.�8];2.�_,_ t·Ir. __ S.E:�§.�,S-�q�� Kee9 on, because 
v;2:_ need that 'now-'much--more than we will ever need any. a:liount-of oil from 
&!y-'Where:-·-Tie' cneed�'eac1i-'o1:her:--·· ,_. - . 

As.��the. steps you mentioned concerning ener gy , I fully support 
t�s outline you put forward tonight. It is time for bold measuTes. And I am 

now going to write my federal representatives, Henry Nowak and Senators 
Javi. tts and Moyhi han instructing them to do a."lything they can to promote 
a..'"ld aid your plans;,;._. November is coming for them , too. 

If there is anjthing else I can do as a citizen, let me know. 
There are alot of us out here who would help i£' only \ie knew how. 

Thank you for your time. 

John F. Campbell Jr. 

·. · .. · 



,_ -� . .". 
·•. -. 

/. . � .. ·. . � ·, . - ·:. : ·� � .. : ·-... : '. ' : . 
. : -�-· �-. .. ' ._,. . . 

. . � " 

..... ' ' ··�. ··-· . . . 



· .. 
' 

.. , .. 
,· . 

. ��. . 

.. -. 

� � ·.·. 

-.----. 

... 

·.--. 

. , .. ,. 

.• 

.• 

··.z.;:· 

� ; ' . 
·. · .. 

. . 

. ... · 

·.-... 



Dear r.Ir. Carter, ., ., 

. ; ' .  

705 Pauline Ave. 
Utica, I'lew Yorl{. 13.502 
April 15, 1979 · 

11:30 pm 

Prior to your speech .I was prepared '::to give my p'oli tical 
support to_Ted Kennedy. Thank you for restoring the faith I_ 
first had in you at the time of vour election. ,.! 

I had___i.o�i te this note right away__:�_Q.il.e tr��---s·qj,.pi t you 
rekindlecr-was- stilL glow1ng the -str-on�-"'-;- w.Lthin me. ·. :. 

:� 

I fel tthat your talk was the best political message �ur .. _ 

country has ... had in over a-.decade. I agree with you totall:Yi that:' 
American' si:·have -.. lost .. the confidence, nrid�, etc ·that was once · 

ours. I�also _agr�e-.�that. it is time for us to sto_!! being apathetic.· 
tO the needs� arid· re sponsi bili te s of our country and that we must _ .  

not expect the President or anyone elfi'e) to solve our pr oblems if· 
we do not work collectively on them. I do believe that we need 
a strong leader to help Veuni te our coun.try and build :that spirit.. 
within each .. of us and I truly hope that you will be the one to 

· · · 

do that. You have my support. I believe in America, I love 
Ameri::!a and- I·· am proud to be an American and I ':iant to do all 
that I can as a citizen to help her remain that gre::o_t COUJ.'ltry 
that she is. I felt ashamed th�t I have not kept a �lo�er eye 
on the actions·and vo�ing habits of �y legislators but I 
promise that that will change. I plan on letting them all know 
that I am a concerned!Ame�ican and tha t I will and do suooort 

I- -

our President totally. 

I beleWve that your bond proposal is excellent. I ':.rill 
purchase as.-many as my b\ldget will allo·..-.- me when they become 
available • .  I will aso try to dil�ently concerve the energy 
that my family· uses daily.- :I will als o look upon future 
energy rel�ted deciii6ris irt61uding �ationing with patience and 
belief that :.it is the�,· most feasible method avai1able at., that 
time. 

Thank .you for be.·�ng honest and sincere for us • 
. . "•1!" 

-:W' 
·;.·. 

. .... . ... 

- '' �� ' : 

.. -
.· :� · ... 

Yours truly, · '� 

�wu��t-J--
1\.athryn H. Van; Duyne 
D-NY 

PS I enjoyed seeing you in Syracu�e when 
you came to central New York. 

., 
. -- �·:·•.- ·: 

- · ., 
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President James E. Carter­
The-White House 
\iashington, D • C •. � 20006 

Dear Mr. President: 

62)8 Lafayette Way 
Dallas, Texas 75230 
July 15, 1979 

. .. - � . . ', .. - . . • . . . �� 

I think your speech this evening hit the nail on the head. 
While the-energy-cr":fsfS-:I.s-o�most··�crovrcfu::r�-p:roorem��-tne·� genera:r-·,.,. ... -
malaise you describe the the one that has most concerned me over the 
past several years. I feel, as you ap:farently do, that excessive 
materialism and self-centerism are at the heart of our problems and 
our seeming unwillingness to solve them. 

Like you, Mr. President, I feel that we have the ability and 
the will to turn axound the ·trends of tp.e pa.st decade or so. 11ore import­
antly, I believe that most of my fellow citizens are ready to make the 
sacrifices that you alluded to-this evening and will respond to a stron-5 
program coupled withequally strong incentives - both positive and nega­
tive. 

At the time you became governor of Georgia, I lived. in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Like most people. I had never hear of you. 
But I was impressed when you stated in your inaugural address that the 
time for racism was dead. ·Now, I thought, it is one thing for a liberal 
senator from a northern state to say that, but it takes real guts for a 
southern governor to say it. That same guts came throug.":: in your speech 
tonight. Keep it up. 

Contrary to��uthc.!.�Pi�����ifisp��;·�i ���{-u�£e��-�� 
president who has solved or taken the first steps in solving some extremely 
complex problems. You can count on me to help in anyway I can to 
achieve the goals you spelled out this evening. 
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Hr. Jimmy Carter 
T.fuita House 
\V'ashington, D. C. 20547 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

Joyce Hemberger 
30 Seminole Trail 
Pensacola, FL 32506 
(904) 455-8683 

July 17, 1979 

. �-.. 

I just wanted to tell you how much your speec&-of IuJy 15 mQ!!Bt ___ to.me. 
You talked about the kind of A.med.ca. that is in all th�_history books­
the kind of America I have always loved and believed in. After your 
speecn,·-T"feit fu1lof'pa·triOtTsm-a:ild-tears came to my eyes. I just 
knew that my country was going to come through this present problem 
as she always has in�the past�with flying colors and with no doubts 
as to our nation being the greatest on God's earth. 

Since I came home from college this summer, I have been working in 
an office across town from my house. So inspired was I by your speech, 
that I was determined to help my country as much as I could. The 
next day I called our local transit system, Escambia Transit, and 
asked for a bus schedule that would get me to work at 9:00 a. m. 
and pick me up again at 5:30 p. m. The man I talked to said that 
in order to get to work by 9:00, I would have to catch the bus at 
7:05 a. m. Two hours for a normally twenty to thir ty minute drive 
is ridiculous,.but I was willing to go that far in appreciation for 
alL that this country has given me and to show my faith in the 
Presidency. I feel I should tell you that I did not vote for you, 
but I was so impressed by your speech and by the difficult job you 
must have trying to pull our citizens together that I felt I had 
to do my part to back you up. Then the man told me that he could not 
get me home because the last bus that I would need to transfer to 
leaves downtown at 5:45 p. m., .and they could not possibly get me 
there in time. I would have to get off work at 4:45 p. m. to make 
that last connection, and that just is not possible. 

So you see, Mr. President, many other people like myself may be trying 
to cut down on their consumption of gas, but like me, were met with 
insurmountable opposition. I truly believe.that if the public 
transportation systems were more convenient, that people would take 
advantage of them • .  No one wants to pay $1.00 a gallon for gasoline 
anymore than you·want them. to consume so much fuel, but it has become 
an unavoidable necessity in many cases. Cities have grown so large 
that walking is not practicle even if it was safe to do so, and since 
the public transportation systems are so poor, driving is the only 
alternative. Carpools are not the real answer--buses would be twice 
as conserving as carpools. 



:_-_ .. . ',, ' 

Page-2 

Thank you again for that speech • .  It certainly restored my confidence 
in the governmept of this country. I appreciate all that you are 
trying to do. I am only sorry that I cannot do more to help. I 

�ish you wisdom, patience, and perseverance. You will be in my 
thoughts and prayers constantly. 

Sincerely yours, 

�tJj!d_�� 
J'�yce Hemberger 
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,!]_ ::L: i e c; art er 
;);! h i t e h o Lt s e 
Washington, D.C. 10001 

l!..t. 7 J :_:_ s t i c e _4 v e • 

L�gan, W.Va. 25601 

As I listened to ;our speech on Sunday night I was Lrtpre�sed 
L' -- ---� � ..J � :!: d "" . .. - - :)...�L • 

l2.i!orao1:"'y-:-arr--J eefJ y au .J.. . :Jt'O .. lrs-e= t;o oo. a�-'- -·��to---J...;.il"'=' ....... . 
�)lic.J.ent t.he things you outlined t.hat the person in m.y pos-­
ition and standing can and-shoulj do. 

1. I \·Jill use less Gasoline and conserve ener<:;y in :ny howe. 

2. I l.·iill ;J_f.!:r_,ls; .!JlY,. .. �ar one .day a Heek (ma�rbe tHo so�e Heeks to 
make Up "for SO:•leOn_e __ \-rh-0 cannot GO this Or Hill not do it. 

J. I love my country and I spent 48 months in the oacific as 
a Navy man .during World War II. I know a good word to put in 
fer it an;y-w-here there is critizm. 'rhat worH: is thBt this is 
the best country in the world and it is u� to �s to keep it 
that way by supporting its independence and measur i ng un when 
the hour co.:rres. 

!+ • If you 3 s k �1e to do so m.e t hi e1g I B i 11 do it . 

T fo,...,_no ��1d r.ray that ''011 f'i�Q nn""·'�rs t o rr�e6+- .�-:-:,-=> '!.eer's· O.f' .L � � \._, _t_... .....,- c ..... -: , 
. 

;::-' · 

. . J ;....o. .... -. J. _· d.- '-' 1t J V . r... ._, v V .... v L � ._.. -

.. this --erse· ar12L :Piac:e.�::·ari�--I--ceTfeve· · you··-are a ��ooc and sincere 
r'"�2.n >-rho has oeen pushed. ar .. ouncf-too' l�Sng--:··· 

-
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Ti.:.e President: 
'The Whi ta Eouse 
�.Jashington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

145 I·d dley Circle 
Decatur, GA 30030 
July 16, 197 9 

I have nev�:t:..,.��,WJ?i-tten---a'''""'le"tter···-tcr·�<lrty'""Presiden't-·--bu t 
t h.e--power��and. -�Z��SY� .. QJ=,J:g�,"'�¢LP+;a.$s.,..�t;.P-, .. ;t;;b,ec"-�at ion last night 
·n:a·s'""prom.Pfea.···se· to cia so today. _ 

· 
- ·--·�---

· -. - . •1-... ';.-o .. �.,...j..""'l"::c'� .. �-�·!.1:..,. ... � .. ..,� ... �;:-;.'1::£".:.-:•� ,.,.�=·:··-��-·�-.::, . . •: 
·- ,. · ·· "

-
- �r�ppl��� - l-��.£$.-w;�-.�.a:nO; -fo.I;.tb.J::j_glytne s s in

. a
ddressing

� 
the 

pr�·S"'"'""'f'-·"titrt · nat�on, and tne broad enco::npass�ng scope or 
your analysis. Your restraint of the natural out counter­
productive impulse to look for easy scapegoa·ts is especially 
to be cornr:-ended. 

I cannot agree more when. you.. .. saz -,�,b-��".P.��li-2�:) ... "'Q.�S • .P.a+.a. . .te.�r--"""'>-�··----' ......... ''��--..�·o - -
'A----...t: .f: 1 .,..., ,....,... ..._ ,_ d: •-r:! �,...;;.---�·=··--:;:--,· ·-r·::-· d ' • Tn::o no --o,.,... i\�.,...n neeu .::. ���:'!��,·,�AA . ';';-'"'!_po�...�.;.J.:L:.Ua:;�.,.,_-J...ea e-ws·n,:J.op .• -�,·w-�£.-.cd;.l_. ---.L'.i.: . ,1.,.,� .·-: . .:,...., 

··A =:r:t:·cmt.tciAN FOR A f'RESIDENT!. j{� .. -need the kind ·of tough leader­
:Shi:tr-you---a-rs-p·rayed""'1as·t:·�nlght:··'·thls •.¥as I thin."�< your greatest 
promise as a candidate, and I am sorry to say I thin.� it has 
been yo\.1!:" greates·t failing as President. The man He sa�,., last 
ni2;ht 'das �che E1an He voted for 3 ::;.re2�s ago, e.na t:he ::c1a:1. ·He 
!_o_g_ve- seen precious li ti: le of since then. 

\·!hat_ you are doing nm-1 is just \-7hat ue need. Please �zeep it 
-L-ip-:·'�Hire-"'tec1111I�,.:t£tiS""t"6=til�G:'f:;.;car�"o-f""·t:·ec-h_ni:c a-1 :21a ·t t:er s , and 
1...1.se _your greatest strengths to lead us on a :more general a:1.d 
philosophical level. He did not elect you to be a tech1!.ician. 
!.-Je elected you to be a leader, and to address th..:e broader questions 
1.-1hich emperil this cou..11try. 

Be. .. :t: .. 9.Y�9.!-:•:::1hM,c·4wn.P ... ti!i!e to play it safe. Both the stal:e of 
t'n.e. union. arid. your mm political f ort:unes a:::-e such that bold 
a:1d imaginative and daring action is the only thing that can 
help now. 

_'{ourc--:majO!:'-"tas-k,"i·s.,.,.,t:.e;"'!VIl�P:-,:!,l.P,�.th-?.--,�91?.�:1&-,"!=..Q.,3�·�-},�\'!.?.J;,��'"c.�A�l,.i,.-:t.y, . 
.. ,Cl::l11.J�,_.�e .... ,-"iour,.)3pe�ch l.�ist rii.ght •.vas a beginning, but 
--"its psychological effects will 'tvear off. quickly. You 'tvill have 

to remind us over and over •.vhat is at sta..'l<.e--the very security 
of our nation. As a people we have an eno�ous capacity for 
sacrifice &!d cooperation, but we have grmm fat: and lazy over 
the past few years. One speech, however powerful, will have no 
lasting effect. I think you should go on TV about once a 1.-veek 
to give a report on our progress in this battle and ·to give us 
I!lore of the powerful leadership you demonstrated last night .. 

I pray tha·t you have found yourself. I pray that you can 
··:·12�d· Llr:ts--�'lrtFY.:t"9-;,"'fl�...,L:E.s.3..if:::as·:�\.;�_rr: · rJe-·'stand-,. a:t-' t'fie ___ Brink 
_.of-di-sa:ster"� - '- and. ·He need you desperately.· 



. .  , '\.._ · 

. 
··� . . .- - ·,, . ·: . 

·- -



Ken- Poirier· 
.. 21327 -Broadst one� 

· Harper Woods,: Mich • . 
:;� . 48225 

Pres ident .. � Jinimy: Ca�t er, 
c/o The··'White House'', · 
Washtngton·�::D. C. ·' ·. 

Dear Mr.;::;President,;_ 
. -

--··' f am:•rrot in the
. 

habit.: of making immediate 'res ponses 
· to';speech·es dealing ·.wtth public policy,. but tonight ·.I: am 

making an::.exceptf.o� c.. I have just heard · Y04J'__§J'.eech �S!..a.ling 
with' o _ _ m-::�7-4.5��9<1., a:od I mu!?.t COf!gz:.atyJ,.ate 

�Q1t._ . Y'Ou;.•revealed Ahe true,�·source of the nroblems facing 
ou��11am.@�l;:y��-�:fli�J3T:'ui,:ffji1:-SQJTI�Y��lack 
fa�-th �n. our ao�l1ty •. as a -na-t'1on,. to· shape our ruture. ··---..:..��ttW"'Aio<":-;1.� .. -. �c;J;27"�� .. ���-����� :f,O�dll.'�� '' 

After listening to::- yo�"ttanight,. Mr • .  President,.
·
· I feel 

a reaL sense._ai' enc.ouragement at your attempt to rest ore .; . 
our natiOn'S·- snirti a..."1.d to renew our faith ih ourselves.-
For what Lit's.:worth,. sir,. you have my su pp ort and my : pr omise 
to try to, convince others to .. support you: as well. , -. 

•' . .  · 

'� -.. -�-' ·t· 
Sincerely yours,_� · 

i(�;·p� '.'.c• 
Ken- Poirier. 

;: ·.-..,-_ 

. ,. 
;_:_·.:.
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·. -7· .,. ·-' '( .· . .... ... ·. � · . 

·.·.· 

:_\�'-':'-::=-.·f�: - -

16, .·197'�·:·:
· 
... 

� -:.� ;,. . -�. <_ .. ��.z�:.t'k·�_>'· 
·, ·� � �-� �· ·· .. ::��:� . .. -- ·;·: -�· .---..--:-"··· 

. "· : !! ·,::._�:.:_:·-�- <'� . . . _. J • _:_,.,_;_"! .. ' 
. : .. -�'" '-.� ·�� · --

:-�\t:?:�tttt�t;���s� · ��·2;�·:·3 . .-�:::j:\:·.: ?��t:;�,:;ff�T.����;::/��:-�- � ·. . . 
7/:�--

--�:.:_- .. 

:e;;,:i���i�!i�����ii�:::�se. ::it.l�t� .. 
recent: e-iiergy-·;::speech.;::''which_:;{t:��r_ead in .. fOci'ay� s 
New{York:'tlf:'imes��� B�fore ,:I ··�cc)mmer1t ·on the;./:actual 
spee!C:h t'tf��Jliist-;�warit·:-�{£:5;;:_£:g iJJ�'-\iotiA·'that,. thi_�:,;':i s - _ �

-
����:s:i;.�

-
��-�:;��i·*�tf������;����i��1sf:;·i(

:
·
--·�\��:���;�;l�ould 

·F:t�:�ff��:���:\: im�>"f}t{'f'��--::��:hi�\1�"�f�, �h;������-
fe�,J;£ng�i9�{±�ader$t�ti�� arid/confide0<::'e and urii ty 
if:- �irig;,�projectec1:;5p<gm�'y0U�i (J�f:ic'e and,;::is -> --
being :·receTved •.. ii;��(:c;)ii;g:iatula,te .. ··you fori.yp� have .• . • . .,." ·? . .,.. . • . ., <- "···' • ' • .- • • gotten� tl"t..rough!· !'-'•<':'";;;; ._, .. The. J.nfo�rnatJ.on· g1 ven : · · · . - .-.. ;. - · · · :�·�·-;·�� /"/_. ... �;;..-::.;.:·� . . . . . :;.�;,·,:..;.,.::i\.J�'"�-J.-7. .·• ..·. . .... �-.� 
and the-•·proposed�::s;_o:j:u_t;..J.ons · ���#straJ.gl:ltfo r"VJ'c:trd ,.·"· 
feasible and ever( :spffi.ewhat·. p·a;('atil:)le·. >-' . .  I dn;':::\''·'::-��: 
not know .. how:.;;,mu'ch;;:()•'f:��:the . pop\Ti/�)� ioh;·hea!;d:· oi/·.; �;:�-�;�: 
read your;:speech;.\:;J::iut . for;>,the-�.�s'ak.e·-.. -bf the"'i!ii'atfcin 
I hope i tJ;����-�-��Yji��t���I��- -·:s;�:t�ij��?If:i·:�i��; · ... · 

. 
\;;':i�2?;'\; . - c--�· ... 

You have askedi.foc;�recornrriendations:•from .the·· . 
people an�.'\-ge!"'e)Ji.�-� ;:'rfty' t_wo • .  ��-�Fd.r'sfiy, .,promote a "persori<:tJ ��power·-�zcampaign,>-�C>.:;el·irniriate �:a:J,.l. 
of the /:so:ffaTled!'�riex.gy,Asav_h1g�··.;:·devises i·frorn :·:.·. 
the averagE�Yhome� -· 'sq·c11.�-�s e-i·e·c:t:fic can .. openers-, e lectr ic���Jffiives, ;,,r6'E:r·.··7ow·a·rrner-s('efc �-·: and.;:·get�: 
pe ople to'.\use·:- the�r/:-OwTI 'emerg'les-- instead />]: am 
sure that 'the··resoufces, both financial and 
ihtellectual cmiid ;be·'put to b�tter uses than·· 
to ... create these no'i-1sence proch.lcts �. . 

; -: ,, . 
Se-condly,. -·c an·_ you:�ehfor'se· the'>21arge and small"' > 

,· 
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The President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20013 

Dear Mr. President: 

11818 South Komensky 
Alsip, Illinois 60658 

Monday - July 16, 1979 

Your talk last evening to the American people was most 
pertinent and_ inspirational. --��----._,....,<-� 

�----·-�.-·-'''-"·-·-···�-----· · -�-.. ., .... � ...... - .. ·�_._ ..... _,_, " 

I, for one, am happy that someone "high-up" has finally 
spoken out--has finally come to the point as to what is ailing 
this great country. Like any problem, once it is recognized as 
a problem, then direct steps can be taken toward solving it. -­
Americans have always been problem solvers,and generally anywhere 
from excellent to magnificant in a crisis, if our past history 
is any criteria. 

If you continue your efforts to pull the people together 
to fight, as it were, a common enemy (in this instance apathy 
and disillusion with government) , then we should all make greater 
strides in the future than we have even in the past. A campaign-­
with a definite goal--put before the people (as you did last 
evening) will hopefully result in the nation coming together 
as a people, as we have in past crises (notably W.W.II when 
everyone did everything he could to strengthen the country and 
which inevitably resulted in a nation of strong-willed individu­
als working together as a close-kni� strong unit. 

Hopefully your talk of last evening will be recognized 
by the people as a rallying call -- if all are aware of the facts 
and of the urgency of the situation (s), tl)_�n__all will respond 
and renew their effort. - ------- - ·:; · __ ..-r ... 

,/ 
/ // 

_
/-

,.
��s��t-fully, -

. ---\' / - r--A--�/------ )��w �""""� 
'_/lfatricia J. Hickey 

Apparently I'm not th� only Pr- � 
one impressed by your talk ... judging from the comments 
heard on my way to work this morning (I stop for coffee 
on the way in and the coffee shop seems to be similar 
to the old-time cracker b�rrel of the country--i.e., 
ideas and comments, pro and con, are thoroughly aired 
and discussed) ... everyone I talked with thought you 
spoke well and to the point .... all agree that you are 
a good administrator, and are finally emerging as a 
good leader as well .... 





- ·  .. ",•. -� -.-. . 

Dear Hr. President; 

JUly 15:;, 1979 

P. V!�rd 
3670 Timberlake 
Unio:ato•.m, Ohio 44t58!S 

_ __ ,_In listening to your speech tonight r: ':'las relieved 

so;;;e wbat�that our country could pick_its-el! up a."l.d stert- bM.lt __ ; ­
building a stron� n�tion. I have been. very eo�cerned the�e paat 

mo::1ths on tl:r.e 1vrhy• of another oountry dangli.ng::. tlae oil threat 

over us. we • ve alwaye been a."l. independent Country- able to eon-

cuer any c risis, ·,';hy s!:locil•l -..·:e stop nov!! Why should we send our 

h3rd ea.rned ,\.!leriean dollars elsewhere bv.t vdthi!l O'o.lr 07m Count ry . 

I rye been GO!H:erned with. Congres.s in tha-:, OUr :first 

and most important eoneern in this country i• freedo2- T�ere!ore 

the welfare of our Countrj s�ould �ome befo�e a."lyona•s P�rsc!lal 

interest in OIL INV:SSTMENTS. 

I feel you 1 re a good President - you_J��-�-_th� response 

o! the people- Now :rou•ve �ot to follow throu�� with yo�r nl�s 

,...--------.�--=------"-------.---.�·---�---.--:--:..-�-.. --..
.... ,_,�.,----·�·--.-------o--<.:...-."--.-·----..--.---

do_�};:::=?;.� our __ ,£2,U!lt_!:;r:,_ �:Q;t,�_ !;S.., :stQ.:r-11�<�9.;�.!,i,r;�IlC.V .. !l-RA!��8.!��-���t 
and ourselve_s. You lye got to be firm in your decisions and .nth 

.o-,-.......... -:"l.� .. .:.r·�·--... 

COn6ress. H.Y !CU!!.ily and I ·,'Till hely C0r1S-3r'Ve- on energy
. 

and: w�. will 

start sayin� more nice thin� about our Country, beeause it �eally 

is a· beauti!ul place to live! 

....... ..... ___ � 
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Mr. Jimmy Carter 
President of the U.S.A. 
The White House 
T;Jashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

1236�H Pine Creek Way 
Concord, CA 94520 
July 15, 1979 

Thank you .for }:l..a.vi.ng the courage to speak out forcefully tonight on your 
conception of the real problems in America today. 

I agree whole-heartedly that we have become a self-centered, hedonistic 
people, and that if we allow this to continue,· our future \fill closely. 
parallel that of ancient Rome. 

As a teacher of junior-high learning disabled students in a suburban 
California community, I feel t}:l..a.t the schools are a real reflection of 
soc�e�y. Teachers, like presidents, have been knocked off the pedestals 
of prestige they used to enjoy in the community. Hany children demonstrate 
a deep disrespect for public property by continually littering, mutilating, 
and burning their educational facilities. School districts, boards of 
education, .administrators and teachers have lost credibility with the 
public. Many good educators are now lucratively employed in other fields. 
Educator morale is at an all�time low. 

He do need a cause to bring us together. If it is energy, then so be it. 

\>Thatever the "cause", though, it needs to affect everyone's life on a 
daily, personal level. Let there be gas rationing, brownouts, and 1-rhat­
ever else is necessary to affect the lives of the rich and the vast middle 
class, as vell as the poor. Other�fise, they will buy their vay through 
this crisis as they have others and emerge unscathed. The rich grumble 
but continue to buy gas -- all they need and want. The poor are forced to 
leave whatever cars they have at home. 

Our life styles must be turned around. You are so right -- things do not 
buy happiness. There is a vast void left unfilled. . And America runs com­
pulsively from one toy to another in a futile search to fill that void. 

Hand in there, Mr. President, and stay as strong as you sounded tonight. 
God be ,,n_ th you. 

SB: s 

Sincerely, · /� 
f·, {� .. ..... .  ft. /'l ><::J.):::..ul-11�'-f ( �_c._ / '-· ��- () - ---------Ms. Sherry Boyle 

_y:. 
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Nr. James E. Carter, President 
United States of America 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

July 16, 1979 

� I have never written to the President of the United States before, 
but I feel I must congratulate you on the most inspiring speech I 
have ever heard you make. �vhat you told the American People last 
evening was the exact truth. You made no promises, but you told 
i·t like it really is. I commend you. 

But I must admit, Mr. President, that I am as guilty as the next 
in having a certain degree of apathy about the ''future" of our 
nation. It is VERY hard to have the "faith" that you have in 
our future, our government, and our economy. Simple citizens 
like myself are so far removed from the political arena, and have 
so little control over what actually happens vs. what is promised 
will happen, that it is hard to shirk the cloud of apathy that 
hangs over our head. 

I -�_s_e_yQ}.! __ fgE._.Jl:!!!� tin�the . .  d�E�D_q_�n .. ��---�por�:_t.Q:r:.eign__o.i_l_._ __ ..'rh,i.s_. 
na_ti.o.n-sho.:ulQ.�_be d�pendent UJ? .. Q!l NO O_'E��g __ _(2QJlliTR¥ ..... HL .. THE �·lO.BJ,.._!;L�t.?. .. �-­

th.�x.tent that___�E_��rg? __ <;::_�l2. r�su� t .... � .. !?-�.-�.1!9JJ._.�Q?-9.�-�------::L.��-�J-;_g() 
my J?._<;�.,.:�;J;�.t.Q..._c_q_ n...§__�����¥.::----··I w1ll encourage others to do llke­
wise. But, Hr. Pre·sldent, I \•70uld encourage you to investigate 
thoroughly the oil companies of our own nation. Can you tell me· 
why there are hundreds of oil wells in northern Michigan which 
are now capped off, and just last year were pumping out hundreds 
(if not thousands) of barrels of oil per day? l'Jhy is American 

oil exported when there is such an evident need for it here? 
Because American oil companies want more money! And, in deed, 
money is the name of the game. If I had :r.1y own business, I v10uld 
also want/need to make money. But American oil companies have 
such a great control over the market, and obviously get by with 
it, that Joe Smith, average American Citizen, finds it hard to 
believe there is REALLY a current shortage of oil! I find it 
extremely hard to believe. Diesel fuel prices now match the 
price of gasoline. It takes about half the refining process to 
make diesel fuel as it does gasoline. Why does it cost so much? 
Because there is now a demand; diesel powered automobiles are 
more common because of mileage, etc., and the old marketing 
strategy of supply and demand intervenes. Whv is this allmved 
to be? Cannot the government of our country �ontrol this monopoly 
that oil companies have? 



,. 

-. ,·-·,, 

-. 2 � 

I will renew my faith in the American Government when a 
thorough and HONEST investigation is completed - in a timely 
manner - of the oil companies and their policies. They quite 
efficiently drive the prices up and create a shortage - their 
business is booming while the rest of the economy suffers. 
This is unjust. There should be not one single oil well in 
this entire country .sitting idle if there is such a severe 
shortage. 1fuy are they allowed to do so? 

In· closing, Hr. President, I \·muld again like to commend you 
for an ins9iring speech. But remember, Mr. President, that 
you, and yery few of your associates, will ever really feel 
the pinch of the energy shortage. By the very nature of the 
economic brackets established in this country, the rich never 
feel the pinch, you yourself said more aid >·muld be given to 
the poor during this "crisis", and therefore, it is again the 
middle class Joe Smith, Average American Citizen, who continues 
to suffer and slide down the ladder of economic stability. I 
belong to that class of Joe Smith's, and I don't like what is 
happening to me and my fanily. 

I will conserve en_g_f_gy,.�_�9Qci. ___ l?�PP.Ort yo_ur
. 

policies. But I look 
to·--y·c,-u:-·EaEal<e_a-strong stand -aga-inst'-big·-�:busTne·s-s·-·running the 
country into such a fiasco. You cannot ask the American people 
to conserve and change their lifestyles, without also demanding 
that big business change their profit margins and relinquish 
some of the control they have over the entire economy. 

rkg 

Sincerely, 

C]5-£u,�J .ff 
I 

. 

r::--/1 /, ' ,t • 
�----:c./ 

Gibson (Hrs. ) Rhonda K. 

22451 Candace 
Rockwood, Michigan 48173 
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Dear President Carter, 

John F. Glowacki, Jr. 
743 Hagner Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19128 

Recently, my family and I hosted two cadets from the Polish tall ship, 

Dar Pormorza for an evening. During their visit, we discussed their 

impressions of Americans, and of America in general. Many of their 

impressions were similar to yours. They mentioned excessive material-

ism, but also stressed the basic goodness of Americans. After their 
visit, I reflected on America, and�;found that our country is still 

great, and that despite the problems we are facing, the quality of 

life we enjoy is still the best. In addition, I, too discovered our 

future can be bright, if, as you said, we get together, make sacrifices, 

and take firm action to s�dve the energy problem for the long term and 

the short. 
I'd like to tel_l _ _ _  ygu_ that I am �-=�-��-�<;[ __ !:_�-�--�-!�!!�E . .. ����E- .. �-��-�t::l9 

your addr�ss , an� __ _9!!')_ vet.x__�-�.RE_essed. T_0_i.:!3 ... ?.:�.- :th:� ... %JX.?t ... t::!:me you have 
_______ ________.--· 

-------��----·- . -- . -� .. ,._,,.. _____ �-----�---·--· ···· ' - . ··-·- ----.. ..... _______ _ -- ------- -
appeared firm, determined, and .!-:II}l?gpding __ in:.Y-'?..�f: __ _g_Qa]___,s ___ f_Q�-�.t_tt? __ cpunt..ry. � . ·- --------· � __ .; -·--'�---------·.,.__, ____ - ______ _..... ___ �-�--_,_-�----·--·-- ------ . - . 

You seem to have finally taken charge, and become a Leader, rather than 

an advisor. I agreed with your six pointa, and very seriously hope you 

stick to them. Mr President, continue to lead, and indeed we will 

follow, as a country no longer afraid to act, but rather, as one whic h 

is confident in its judgement and in its goodness. 
I firmly believe that by firmly takmng a stand on the eneryy issue, 

we can begin to get over our loss of confidence resulting from Viet Nam, 

and by not only saying we'll do it RIGHT NOW, we will pa� the way for 

decisive action on other issues, particularly foreign policy. Mr. Pres­
ident, on all fronts, take strong action, and don't renig on it. Make 

it count, make it "solid as the dollar". If you do this, be country 
will remain strong, and will continue, 'and improve upon its prestige, 
and dominance on the international front. We again, will speak softly, 
and carry a strong, dependable, respected, and effective "stick". 

As an Extemporaneous Speaker:; and occasional Debater, I have closely 

followed your administration, and its successes and failures. I have 

( 1) 
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both supported and opposed many of your programs, but have always 

believed tha-t you have consistent:Uy done what you believed to be 

right, and in your integrity. The victory for peace in the Mideast 

pleased me immeasureably, since I had spoken on the situation count­

less times and was well aware of the awesomeness of the "potholes" 

along the "road to peace". 

Best wishes in the future, 

yours truly, 

� � 
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203 Lillian Avenue 
Newton, Mississippi 39345 

July 16, 1979 

The President 
�·lashington 
D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Congratulations on a speech well written and well delivered! 
Last night, in your speech, you put your finger on some of 
the very things that have been troubling many people for a 
long time, such as the "gap" between the average citizen and 
an elected official in high office. And the erosion of the 
American spirit. I have always felt light-years away from 
the very people I vote for, and the loss of confidence in �y 
government has made me wary and cynical. And I don't like 
this. I want to be trusting and have faith in my government 
and its chosen leaders. 

J __ feeLtha:t ___ ;r_aJI]. __ p_robeibJy�_sp_eak_:i,ng for many people, as my 
husband and I would be considered to-be middle-class, average 
citizens. He is manager of a chain supermarket and I work 
at a Planning and Development District. My husband and I are 
42 and 38 years of age, .respectively, have two children, two 
automobiles, ohe house, attend Church regularly, and are very 
energy-conscious� 

I an:t_ �ur_e that in the 1940's and 50's, when I was growing up 
in a smaiT·E-ast·-·r:rexa:s·--·Eowri-�-my·parents· never-d·oubte·cr-Ena£ _ _ ___ ._ 
life for their children would be better than, or at least as 
good as, their lives. As you said, today this just is not 
true. I don't like to think what ·life might be like ·for' ·our 
two little daughters in fifteen or twenty years if something 
doesn't happen to change our direction. 

Today, I feel somewhat better abou_t::,_this . .  area-of-rny--1-i-fe, 
·and··--r-s1ncere-ly--hop·e�haf."-tlie·-·m:ea-sures you are taking will 
be ·the�···rigfit-�ones ·arid ·will help to restore faith in our 
government. 

Thank you for bei:_�_g___honesLab.ov,:t __ our._.s..it;.Yation, and--for---doing 
y6tir--15e-i�ft--Tnwhat is probably the world's most difficult job. 
Our prayers are with you. 

Sincerely, 
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