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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
- WASHINGTON, D.C.
20210

AG 24 B9

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

054571

Dear Mr. President:

I feel I must express directly to you my concern
regarding one aspect of the proposed Executive Order to
reorganize _the trade functions of the_ Executive Branch
which may be issued within a few days.

I refer to the omission of the Department of Labor from
membership on the proposed Trade Negotiating Committee.
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I have already expressed this concern to Jim McIntyre.

Under current procedures established pursuant to the
Trade Expansion Act of 1962, and the Trade Act of 1974,

- the Department of Labor has participated directly in the

formulation of trade policy and in the conduct of all
multilateral trade negotiations and most bilateral
negotiations. We have participated as a full member in
all of the trade committees chaired by STR because
workers and their jobs are directly affected by

~international trade.

We have been the principal bridge for the Administration
to organized labor on trade matters and have been
instrumental in winning support for the Multilateral
Trade Negotiation package from a number of key
international unions.

The proposed Executive Order on the reorganization of
trade functions would create, as a subcommittee of an
expanded Trade Policy Committee (TPC) on which Labor is
a designated member, a new Trade Negotiating Committee (TNC)
which will have direct and explicit responsibility for
managing all trade negotiations. Commerce and Agriculture,
along with State and Treasury are named for the TNC, but
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not Labor. The TNC will exercise decision-making author-
ity ‘when conducting negotiations and will be directly

involved in more specific issues than those addressed in
the broad policy determinations made by the TPC. Member-
sh1p on the TEC_alone_mlll not provide suff;plent nt_oppor-

negotlﬁtlngxprocess. Only ‘direct 1nvolvement in the
day-to-day conduct of negotiations will allow the Department
to continue to serve as an effective bridge to organized
labor as well as to fulfill its responsibilities as: 1)

the vehicle for providing guidance on the impact of proposed
negotiating alternatives on American workers; and 2) the
coordinator for the views of the Labor Advisory Committees
for trade matters. '

I emphasize, once again, that international trade, whether
exports or imports, directly affects all American workers.
The TNC will make decisions daily that affect workers
throughout the country. It is in the best interest of
this nation, and this Administration, that decisions made
by the TNC in the conduct of its responsibilities, take
into account the best information available on the impact
of negotiating alternatives on American workers and on
their‘attitudes. Organized labor, in the . AFL-CIO and the
UAW, would regard the omission_of the Department of Labor
'_from the..negotiating process as a direct affront to their
interests- bydthe‘Admlnlstratlon. It is v1ta1 therefore,
that the Department of Labor be a member of the Trade //
Negotiating Committee, the key subcommittee of the Trade
Policy Committee.

I respectfully request that you issue the necessafy
instructions to accomplish this.

Sincerely,

b

- Secretary of Labor
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