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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

September 17, 1979 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT � · �  
FROM: James T. Mcintyre, J� 
SUBJECT: Improving Government Regulations 

Here is our first full-scale report on agency performance 
under Executive Order 12044. It is a comprehensive document 
and a revealing one as well. It reflects not only the OMB 
staff's evaluation but the first-hand impressions of those 
citizens and groups who must deal with government regulatory 
agencies on a day-to-day basis. In this sense, it presents 
an accurate, real-life picture of where the Executive Order 
program is succeeding and where it is falling short. 

In terms of overall compliance with the Executive Order, 
I have some significant, welcome news to report. For the 
first time in history, the Federal Government now has a 
framework for managing its regulatory responsibilities. 
This framework, moreover, is a sound one. Today there are 
forty executive agencies with a significant rulemaking 
function. All forty of these have now instituted procedures 
implementing Executive Order 12044. All eighteen independent 
regulatory agencies, while exempted.from the Order itself, 
have taken some similar steps voluntarily. 

I must also report, however, that some of the goals you 
have set .forth in the Executive Order have been pursued 
more,successfully than others. We can take pride, for 
example, in our government-wide efforts to promote greater 
public participation in the regulatory process. On the 
other hand, agencies must do much more to improve their 
regulatory analysis capability. 

The purpose of this report, however, is not to demonstrate 
that we have finished a job, but how we have begun one. 
Bringing order and reason to the government's wide ranging 
regulatory activities is an important, necessary task. 
We will continue to pursue your commitment to regulatory 
reform with vigor, and expect to report further progress 
to you early next year. ' 



ERRA-IA SHE'ET 

The Report 

Errors on Page 21 - second paragraph, line 13, 

carcinogen is incorrectly spelled; line 18, 
the word case should read care. 

The Appendix 

Error on Page A-9 - Department of Agriculture. 
Add at the bottom of the page: 

CONCLUSION 

The Department of Agriculture has made a 
strong and innovative start in implementing 
the Executive Order. It is evident that 
the Secretary is making a real effort to 
change the Department's procedures rather 
than simply adding its requirements to 
previous practices. However, more uniform 
performance throughout the Department is 
needed. 

Error on Page A-64 - Department of Transpor­
tation. The Department has done 20 regulatory 
analyses, not 50. 

Errors on Pages A-87/A-88 - Council on Wage 
and Price Stability. The reader should under­
stand that, while the Council does not term 
its analyses of issues "regulatory analyses", 
it has published an extensive analysis of 
issues and options for its second-year 
standards program, which it termed a "Request 
for Comments on Modifications to Voluntary 
Pay and Price Standards." The Request was 
issued in August as part of the Council's 
regular review of standards and regulations, 
and has been followed by extensive con-
sultations with consumer labor d b · r t 

· ' � an us1.ness epresen at1ves and other members of the public. 
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