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. � . . . 
KENNEDY liBRARY REMARKS 

1,· · MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE FAMILY OF JOHN F. KENNEDY: 

2. I AM HONORED TO BE HERE ON THIS OCCASION 

10/20/79 

AT ONCE SO·· SOLEMN- AND- SO -JOYOUS --

3. THE DEDICATION OF THE JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY.�, 

4. LIKE A GREAT CATHEDRAL� THIS BUILDING WAS A LONG TIME COMINGe L/ 

5. BUT IT MORE THAN JUSTIFIES THE WAIT. 

6. ITS GRACE AND DIGNITY ARE WORTHY OF THE MAN WHOSE MEMORY 

IT WILL NURTURE. � 

7. I NEVER MET HIM� BUT I KNOW THAT JOHN-KENNEDY LOVED�POLITICS; ••. 

8. HE LOVED LAUGHTER; • •. 

9. AND WHEN THE TWO CAME TOGETHER� 

HE LOVED THAT BEST OF ALL. / 

10. FOR EXAMPLE,AT A PRESS CONFERENCE IN MARCH� 1952� 

HE \�AS ASKED THIS TWO-PART QUESTION: 

11. "MR. PRESIDENT� YOUR BRql��-�- !EP SAID RECENTLY fON TELEVISION 7 

THAT AFTER SEEING THE CARES OF OFFICE ON YOU� 

HE WASN'T SURE HE'D EVER BE INTERESTED 

IN BEING THE PRESIDENT. � 

12 I II I WONDER IF YOU COULD TELL us WHETHER 7 

IF YOU HAD IT TO DO OVER AGAIN 
fi 

YOU WOULD HORK FOR THE PRESIDENCY I I .. 
__ . L1 

13. AND WHETHER YOU CAN RECOMMEND THE JOB TO OTHERS." .JVZ 
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··1. ,THE PRESIDENT REPLIED:'- .
· 

. 

"WELL, -THE AN-SWER TO THE FIRST IS "YES" . : : . .  i � 

· - _ .; j\Nir�ro- THE stcm�-D- 1s "No��, �--� • ' ' • I � ' � , ;•:.�.-'" :" � ·• /:._' . ' . 

-. :>>' , -_ t DON'T -RECOMMEND':lT TO OTHERS 
> --�; ·  ... -.. :· r.·

_.-:�,�--�-· · .. _·, __ . ·:·· ... - ":_-: _ _-·�·-./ ___ ; · -�;�·-··· 
._�· .. --.�·:·:/�_-._�:/�_. _, -

· ; - · · >AT'r'LEAST FOR-:A :wHILE;" 
" . . .  ; ... . � 
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2. PRESIDENT KENNEDi'§ WIT rANb:-Wf'SDOM· 
-

. 
_

. 

· ... 
<
'ts

·,,
C.�TILC'As RELEVANT AS EVER. // 

3. THIS LIBRARY, THIS. REPOSITORY OF FACTS AND IDEAS, 
WILL FEED HISTORY WITH A PERMANENT RECORD 

OF THE DREAMS OF JOHN KENNEDY 
AND THE REALIZATION'-OFTHEM. 

4. IN AMERICA THE RECORDS OF A GREAT POLITICAL LEADER? 
WILL NOT BE THREATENED BY SUCCtEDING PQLITTCAL REGIMES 

WHICH 'MIGHT FEAR THEM,. I I 

-. 5. FOR WE ARE A NATION COMMITTED TO FREEDOM : , -

AND THE PURSUIT OF-TRUTH. / 
/ 6. A LIBRARY IS AN ESPECIALLY FITTING TRIBUTE TO JOHN KENNEDY, 
:: 7. FOR HE WAS NOT ONLY A MAKER-OF·HISTORY, 

BUT A WRITER OF IT . 

. _ 8. HIS FAME AS AN AU.THOR OF BOOKS FORBTOLD HIS FAME_ /fr .-_ 
;.: ; 

';': _., . ' • ' ' '.'AS AN· AUTHOR OF EVENTS. 
' 

·
.

. ·�: . . 
-

' . . '· � . 

' 9. HE SAID· HE .HAD FEW APPREHENSIONS. ABOUT i:� ,,· 
. . . 

, .! lo � , • ' '
-

• 

• ·: , • • . •: • ·o : , 
:·;· ·:·:HO\{.�HlS PRE·s�iDENCY.WdULDJARE IN HISTORY, 

· . .  _, : ·� · :� ::·: .. ·· ; .. ··,'.':...-:�:
. - ·' . 

10 I BECAUSE HE PLANNED TO WRITE THAT HiSTORY HIMSELF I \./ 

: . .  � 

., ' 
. ' 

, ·_ ... . .  , 
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1. TO OUR LOSS WE WILL NEVER READ THE BOOKS HE WOULD HAVE WRITTEN. 

2. HIS DEATH IMPOVERISHED NOT ONLY STATECRAFT 7 

BUT LITERATURE AS WELL. 

3. BUT IN THIS BUILDING� THE WORK OF REFLECTION AND EVALUATION 7 

WHICH HE ANTICIPATED lf/ IttJ�HRlVE] 1 
(1/l.,v' p[ ;?",._.do· t,.r t!.tc P1Y 0/7rE£f. / 

4. PRESIDENT KENNEDY UNDERSTOOD-THE-PAST;? 

AND RESPECTED ITS SHAPING-OF-THE-FUTURE. 

5. YET HE WAS VERY- MUCH- A--MAN- OF- HIS--TIME. 

6. THE FIRST PRESIDENT BORN IN THIS CENTURY� 

HE EMBODIED THE IDEALS OF A GENERATION 

AS FEW PUBLIC FIGURES HAVE EVER DONE. j1 
7. HE SUMMONED OUR NATION OUT OF COMPLACENCY � 

AND SET IT ON A PATH OF EXCITEMENT-AND--HOPE. / 
/)/o //Jzf'l. c-:-_, 

8. THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF HIS THOUSAND DAYS WERE \P;DMlRABLEJ 

9. THOUGH HIS PRESIDENCY WAS TOO SHORT FOR HIM TO FINISH 

ALL THE MANY TASKS HE SET FOR HIMSELF. 

10. WE HONOR HIM NOT JUST FOR THE THINGS HE COMPLETED� 

BUT �VEtt:MQRE] FOR THE THINGS HE SET IN MOTION� 

THE ENERGIES HE RELEASED� 

THE IDEAS- AND- IDEALS HE- ESPOUSED. �� 

Electrostatic Copy Msde 

for Presewstlon Purposes 
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1. PRESIDENT KENNEDY TOOK OFFICE UNDERSTANDING ;r 

THAT THE-TEXTURE-OF-SOCIAL-AND-ECONOMIC-LIFE-WAS-CHANGING 
AND THAT THE-NATION-WOULD-HAVE TO-CHANGE WITH-IT. 

2 I "CHANGE Is THE LAW OF LIFE/' HE ONCE SAID I ---
-

- ------�----------···-· 
- - ·-

- -
3. "AND THOSE WHO LOOK ONLY TO THE PAST OR THE PRESENT 

ARE CERTAIN TO MISS THE FUTURE." 

4. HE HAD A VISION OF HOW AMERICA COULD MEET AND MASTER � 

THE FORCES OF CHANGE HE SAW AROUND HIM. 

5. PRESIDENT KENNEDY ENTERED THE WHITE HOUSE �� 

CONVINCED THAT-RACIAL-AND-RELIGIOUS-DISCRIMINATION 
WAS-MORALLY-INDEFENSIBLE. 

6. LATER THAT CONVICTION BECAME A PASSION --
A PASSION THAT HIS BROTHER ROBERT 

SHARED AND CARRIED FORWARD. 

7. AS A SOUTHERNER I SAW AT FIRSTHAND 
HO\''��) I.EADERSHIP- OF -THE KENNEDY· ADMINISTRATION 

HELPED UNDO-THE- WRONGS-- THAT GREW· OUT OF ·· 

OUR NATION'S·HISTORY. 

8. TODAY THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
IS SHIFTING FROM INEQUALITY OF LEGAL -RIGHTS 

''- . -\. - .. 

TO INEQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY . 
. . ---. ...... --� 

9. BUT TH� · MORAk_:_!_�P�RATJY�---����-!�S. ;;/ 
/ /,-- A .P / 1L /} /_.(./L .4� � dLL 

vt/ c. rr7(_ c::- .11 - L /VAl t/:?/[�4,-V .f.. {/ 

(!/�/ L /) ,e £ .. ./ c:> � 77,/? .F/1/1-J c;. G 0 L), &� ;;4-L._ 

t// c:> L E A/ C1. E ;(i,;V' 2> ,(/ /l e /nL Ah</ /"'7e c: j) CJ 4.N'' //rl J/ E 

/Vo 
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1. PRESIDENT KENNEDY SOUGHT TO MOVE OUR FOREIGN POLICY� 
/ 

BEYOND -THE-STERILITY--OF -THE- COLD. WAR I I 

2. HE NEVER FAILED TO UPHOLD-LIBERTY AND CONDEMN-TYRANNY; ... 
---- ----·.r.----l..- .--·· - ·- · ---- . 

--
-,. ____ _____ .. ________ -------... ------- -·- . •  

3. YET HE SAW VERY CLEARLY THAT THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION 

HAD CREATED THE NEED FOR MUTUAL ACCOM�10DATION ,. 
t!'V/ .7iV oa/.? /b 7C...-J7 /#-L .;<1./J i/r."�?_L4 R n'-:J�. 

4. HE WARNED AGAINST TURNING THE WORLD INTO 

"A PRISON IN WHICH MAN AWAITS HIS EXECUTIONER." 
-�------- ----- -- - ----- - - -- - - - - ------ - ···-- ·-·· ··· ---·· ·  --- · ·· ·  - ·- ··· - --- · · · ·

·
· --·-- - . .  - · - . . - ... . . .. 

5. WHEN THE NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY WAS SIGNED IN 1963} 

HE VOICED THE HOPE} I I  I 

6. THOUGH HE DARED NOT YET VOICE THE PREDICTION} ... 

7. THAT THERE HOULD SOMEDAY BE CONTROLS ON THE 

;(o,J 
NUMBERS AND TYPES OF NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS. 

8. �lXTEEW��YEARS.J.:AI�� THE 'SALT I I I TREATY . 

CAN REDEEM THAT HOPE. 

9. ITS RATIFICATION WILL BE A FURTHER FULFILLMENT 
· /I/ E c..IJ .5 

OF THE HDeE-S" OF ALL HUMANITY. 

10. PRESIDENT KENNEDY ALSO KNEW ·7 

THAT THE FUTURE OF FREEDOM � 

.WOULD BE INCREASINGLY BOUND UP 7 

WITH SOCIAL; POLITICAL-AND-ECONOMIC-JUSTICE? 

11. IN WHAT HAS SINCE BECOME KNOWN AS THE THIRD-WORLD . . .----·-·�r-----"------

El®ctrostatDc Copy Msde 
for Pll'esei'Vatlorn Purrpoes 

'< 
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1. ONE BOLD EXPRESSION OF THIS VISION WAS THE PEACE -CORPS--
2. WHICH) WITH ITS COMBINATION OF ACTIVISM) 

IDEALISM) 
AND ADVENTURE) 

SUMMED UP SO MANY 
OF JOHN KENNEDY'S VIRTUES I /1 

3. I AM PROUD THAT THISAC0�1MITMENT 7 

HAS NOW BEEN VIGOROUSLY RENEWED;.r 
4. AND THAT AMERICA ONCE AGAIN HOLDS OUT HER HAND 

TO THE POOR) 
THE SILENCED)" ;7 

AND OPPRESSED OF EVERY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD.// 

5. LIKE EVERY PRESIDENT WHO HOPES TO LEAVE THE WORLD 
A BETTER PLACE THAN HE FOUND ITJ 

6. PRESIDENT KENNEDY CHAFED UNDER THE LIMITS-OF--HIS· POWER- TO-ACT. 77/c:.;-c_- L/.-'7/?.r 
t'J. . ./ .. 4 /?££}-/;)r;.v7 s7NL .cx ... s-/--. 

7. AS HE PUT IT DURING HIS SECOND YEAR IN OFFICE) 
8. "THERE ARE GREATER LIMITATIONS UPON OUR ABILITY TO BRING ABOUT 

-- ---
- -- - ----· · ·  - -- - · · · -- ·  ...... .. . ..... . ·- ---- - - - - · · · ·  . . ... ............ -- - ----- --------------------- --·-····· 

A FAVORABLE RESULT 
THAN I HAD IMAGINED." 

9. YET PRESIDENT KENNEDY PERSISTED. 

10. HE BECAME) AND HE REMAINS) A-·SYMBOL:OF-HUMAN-ASPIRATION.1�/ 

11. PERHAPS THAT IS WHY THE OUTPOURING OF GRIEF AT HIS DEATH 
HAD SUCH A SPECIAL QUALITY. 

Electi!'c:uatatlc Copy Msd0 

for Preservation Puvpo��s 
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1. ON THAT NOVEMBER DAY ALMOST 16 YEARS AGO A TERRIBLE MOMENT WAS FROZEN IN TIME. 

2. I REMEMBER THAT I CLIMBED DOWN FROM A TRACTOR) 

UNHOOKED A FARM TRAILER) 

.1� 
AND WALKED INTO MY WAREHOUSE TO WEIGH A LOAD OF GRAINH 

3. AfW WAS TOLD BY A GROUP OF FARMERS THAT THE PRESIDENT 

HAD BEEN SHOT. 

4. I WENT OUTSIDE) KNELT ON THE STEPS) AND BEGAN TO PRAY. 

5. IN A FEW MINUTES I LEARNED THAT HE HAD NOT LIVED. 

6. IT WAS A GRIEVOUS PERSONAL LOSS. 
---� �-----·· ... 

7. MY PRE�LP.�NT. 

EDectrostat�c Ccpy Msde 

for Prese9'VatSon Puqoposes 

8. I WEPT OPENLY) FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MORE THAN TEN YEARS --

FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE DAY MY FATHER DIED. j1 

9. PEOPLE WEPT IN BOSTON AND IN PARIS) 

IN ATLANTA AND IN WARSAW) 

IN SAN FRANCISCO AND IN NEW DEHLI. 

10. MORE THAN ANYONE HAD REALIZED BEFORE THAT DAY) 

THE SPIRIT OF THIS YOUNG AMERICAN PRESIDENT � 

HAD TAKEN HOLD OF THE HEARTS AND IMAGINATIONS; 

OF COUNTLESS�MILLIONS·THROUGHOUT­

,"'-1 l'V 77/--5 

THE--WORLD. /;/ ' 
11. DURING THE &EARS]THAT FOLLOWED --

IN CIVIL-RIGHTS) 

IN MEDICAl-CARE- FOR THE-AGED) 

IN GREATER--DIGNITY FOR-THE-POOR--

12. HIS VISION WAS CARRIED INTO REALITY WITH THE HELP OF 

A UNITED CONGRESS AND PEOPLE. _// 
// 
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1. AT THE TIME1THE TRAGEDY IN DALLAS SEMED AN-ISOLATED-�CONVULSION·OF-�1ADNESS. 

2. BUT IN RETROSPECT IT APPEARS NEAR THE-BEGINNING-OF-A·­
TIME-OF-DARKNESS. 

3. FROM VIETNAM TO CAMBODIA� 
--L-----·-� -- ····-· �------·····-·--
FROM LOS ANGELES TO MEMPHIS� 

Etectrost21tlc Copy Msde 

for PresenraJt!on Pu�p�$e5 
--· -- --·· -=--------�------· 

FROM KENT STATE TO WATERGATE --
4. THE AMERICAN SPIRIT SUFFERED UNDER ONE SHOCK AFTER ANOTHER� 
5. AND THE CONFIDENCE-OF-OUR-PEOPLE- WAS DEEPLY-SHAKEN. /j/ 

/N' £ A't-;? C72! C 4 ,J /�:(::! /"c.L� .IJ;e e_- C:� o <'"10 ,�- -<'/"Ro .·./ (7 _ 
6. WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN A- SOLEMN -COMMITMENT TO-· HEAL- THOSE-HOUNDS� 
7 I AND AT LONG� LAST- THE- DARKNESS- HAS- BEGUN ·-TO-LIFT I 

8. I BELIEVE THAT AMERICA IS NOW READY 

TO-MEET-THE-CHALLENGES-OF-THE 1980's 7 • 1;:1" 

WITH RENEWED-CONFIDENCE � 

AND A-REFRESHED--SPIRIT I 1// 
I 

9. THESE CHALLENGES� OF COURSE� 

ARE NOT- THE- SAME--ONES THAT CONFRm!TED US 

A--GENERATION-AGO. 

10. THE CARVED DESK IN THE OVAL OFFICE�� 

IS THE SAME AS WHEN JOHN F. KENNEDY SAT BEHIND IT� 
11. BUT THE PROBlEMs THAT LAND ON THAT DESK ARE-QUITE- Dlf_f�g��J . // 
12. PRESIDENT KENNEDY WAS RIGHT: CHANGE IS THE LAW OF LIFE. 

13. THE WORLD OF 1980 IS AS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF 1960 

Nle.A!JS oF IA-\PR.o'./t,J�s THE WORLD OF 1960 WAS FROM THAT OF 1940. 

14. OUR �ORT�10::.U1PROVE]fHAl WORLD- MUST- BE· DIFFERENT- AS-WELL. / 
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1. AFTER A DECADE OF HIGH INFLATION AND GROWING OIL IMPORTS} 

2. OUR ECONOMIC CUP NO LONGER\BUN£t1VER) oVt:-R FLotu5-" 

3. BECAUSE OF INFLATION} 

FISCAL- RESTRAINT-HAS -BECOME- A-MATTER- OF� SIMPLE- PUBLIC-· DUTY. 

4. WE CAN NO LONGER RELY ON A RISING ECONOMIC TIDE 

TO LIFT- THE- BOATS- OF THE POOREST- IN- OUR- SOCIETY. 

5. WE MUST FOCUS OUR ATTENTION QL��flhY ON THEM. � 

6. WE HAVE A KEENER APPRECIATION OF LIMITS --

THE LIMITS- OF -·GOVERNMENT J 

LIMITS ON THE USE-OF-MILITARY-POWER-ABROAD} 

THE LIMITS ON--MANIPULATING 7 

WITHOUT-HARM-TO-OURSELVES7 

A DELICATE-AND-BALANCEDt� . 

7. WE ARE STRUGGLING WITH THE PROFOUND-TRANSITION � 

FROM A -TIME- OF- ABUNDANCE 

N�TURAL-ENVIRONMENT. � 

TO A-TIME-OF-GROWING-SCARCITY-IN-ENERGY. 

8. WE ARE ONLY BEGINNING TO LEARN-· THE- NEW- HABITS7 

AND TO ACQUIRE- TH�NEW-TECHNOLOGIES;! 

THAT WILL CARRY US TO A-FUTUR& AGE OF-

CLEAN -RENEWABLE- ENERGY·/ 

E�ectrostatlc Copy M�de 
for PreaewatBon Purpose5 
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1. AND WE FACE THESE PROBLEMS AT A TIME ;! 
WHEN CENTRIFUGA�FORCES-IN-OUR-SOCIETY 

AND IN--OUR-POLITICAL-SYSTEM --

2. FORCES OF REGIONALISM� 
�--------,------

OF ETHNICITY� 
.. - -- ........ -----\.- . -----· 

OF NARROW ECONOMIC-INTEREST� 
• . .  - '1_ --- , .. --· .. -- •. -. , ...... .... �-- -··· ·----- �" ....... . ' · ·- - ----�-- • .  

OF SINGLE-ISSUE POLITICS --
, .. ;•'' ·--...... ___ •. �-·------ ______ .... ,. ......... __ �---·····-- --· 

3. ARE TESTING THE RESILIENCY OF AMERICAN PLURALISMx ;l-��P 
/2J 6o V�A'.,./ .. 

4. BUT WE-CAN·AND· WE WILL-PREVAIL. 
-------------- �------------ - -------------------- ------------------

5. THE PROBLEMS ARE DIFFERENT; 
----

6. THE �Q�QI}_Q�_?� NONE OF THEM EASY� ARE DIFFERENT AS WELL. / 
-----· t..---- '-----

7. BUT IN THIS AGE OF HARD CHOICES AND SCARCE RESOURCES� 

THE ESSENCE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S MESSAGE --

8. THE APPEAL FOR UNSELFISH DEDICATION TO THE COMMON GOOD --

9. IS MORE URGENT THAN EVER. / 

10. THE SPIRIT HE EVOKED --

11. THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE� 
----- __,. _____ __ 'J.._ -------· 

OF PATRIOTISM� 
---. -----·-"'C" ... -----...... .

... .. ----

OF UNSTINTING DEDICATION --
----- ----------c:".- ------ - - --- ....... ______ .... ,,.�-- ------�---·--· -----

12. IS THE SAME-SPIRIT THAT WILL BRING US SAFELY-­

THROUGH-THE-ADVERSITIES-WE-FACE. 

EUectrot.�tatBc Copy MEade 
fer P!reS®ftfat�cn P�:rpo�es 



,. · . :_. 11 -.; . ' . o;., 
l•l!riH UITfiiiA. WIIlff�E�1:o�NJ, · .••. 
:.-· T-�-�wGg ::2. � THE OVE R�ARCH I NG PURPOS_E .. ,OF-THE-- NAT I ON-REMAlN�"'THE� SAME : 

3. TO BUILD-A-JUST-SOCIETY� ·�':';>,.:::
_
, .. . . . _ .· : . · . - · -�IN/-IV �ECURE-,AMERi{A-JIVl�G�AT�PEACE;�-;; :�-, ·. _ _  · .• _.· . · · · · ·-:. 

. ·.· < · · · · •- · · ,·wiTH THE.: oTHER- couNTRIEs- oF- THE- woRLD • 

' ·: . 

·! ·--: �' . - . . . . . . - - � ' . .. �- ' . 

4. THE LIBRARY WE DEDICATt TODAY IS A SYMBOL) .. _. � .  . . . ..... 
ABOVE. AL.LJ 'OF THAT-UNCHANGING- PURPOSE. 

5. THROUGH OUR STUtiY HERE OF HIS WORDS ANti DEEDSJ 
. 

THE SERVICE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY � 
WILL KEEP ITS HIGH PLACE 7 ·-

f 

,. ,• 
IN THE HEARTS OF MANY GENERATIONS ,1 

6. THIS LIBRARY MAY BE DEDICATED WITH THE WORDS OF A 
POET-FROM-TENNESSEE) 

OF AMERICANS. � 

:: 7. A C�Y OF THE PRESIDENT WHOSE NAME THE LIBRARY WILL BEAR: /1 

.. 8. "TO THOSE WHO TN-ALL- TIMES-HAVE- SOUGHT- TRUTH -' ·_ 
AND.HAVE TOLD-IT-IN-THEIR-ART;� i 

OR lN-THElR-LIVINGJ I 
WHO-DI�D-IN-HONOR; . • • • •  

9. "TO THOSE WHO DIED· IN THE HIGH-AND�HUMBLE-KNOWLEDGE�oF�GoD: • • • • •  
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=1. =���TO THOSE WHO DIED JN .. SORROW .. 
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� �- AND IN-KINDNESS., 

AND IN-BRAVERY; 

TO THOSE -WHO·DIED ·IN- VIOLENCE· SUDDENLY; • •••• 

2. "TO THOSE WHO-· DIED IN· THE- TIME 

OF -THE- JOY- OF -THEIR·· STRENGTH • • • • "1// 

3, THIS LIBRARY IS DEDICATED 

TO JOHN F. KENNEDY., 

35TH PRESIDENT 

OF THE UNITED STATES 0 F AMERICA. 

# # # 

(Extracts from James Agee's own Dedication to his 
first book of poems, "Permit Me Voyage.") 
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Hertzberg 
October 16, 1979 
Draft A-3 

�enato� Kennedy��embers and friends of the Kennedy 

J,t:AA-
1 am honored to be �u toda� on this occasion 

at once so solemn and so joyous: the dedication of the 

\ /_;{t!: r,. J""�"' / Clf.1,'; /..Lf! 
\ ),> John F. Kennedy Library. 

"
'this building was a long time 

. \·-;:;::: _fl,,�/,;f:-r 

. \ ::::::� ::: :�r:::
e 

o:
h

::e 

r

:::
e

::o:�
e 

m::::�w�����
d 

' '!! ::/-. . 

... ' . ·}f{�� . . -�t · :· · �hi s--r.d bra ry-cel-e b r=.a.tes-a-1-i-f.e-welLs pe n.t-and-a-b-l"t the 

• '}��:\ spk-8�n Kennedy loved politics; he loved laughter; 

and when the two came together, he loved that best of all. 

<.:· 
• J• . 

-� This would be omitted from the press release text. 
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For exam ple, at �resident Kennedy'� press conference / ,._., 

;' hll. LA)� 

:,1 

J�fj March (3�, 1962, & reporte� asked this two-part question: 

"Mr. President, your brother Ted said recently on television-

.. 

that after seeing the cares of office on you, he wasn't 

sure he'd ever be interested in being the President. I 

,I 
wonder if you could tell us whether if you had ...... to do over 

again you woul d work for the Presidency, and whether you 

can recom mend the job to others." 

The President replied: "Well, the answer to the first 

is 'yes' and to the second is 'no' - - I don't recom mend it 

to others, at least for a while." 
'--;) Kome.l'f J 1 p / 
( .-<..,; d_e.,._l... , .. _, ·s rl..-,.,... �-- Jr �,..../.,.,� 

f.res-ident--Ke.nned.y-:-l..o.v..e-G-Ma-ssaGh-use.t..t.s_a.s_muc.h ... as_ 

•. he-lovea-laughter:J-rt-ts-f1·t·t.trrg-t·ha·t--th·i-s-�beau·t·i-E-ul .. 

··. ·. .and-f..i�-s-t-·-elected-to-publ-ic-of·f·ic� 
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ro� Pq'3g'j�J�{l-� ,.@!i1pe.�1' 

@_nd--a--1-ibrary -is--an··espec-tal-ly-f·ttting-memor-ial to 

th�-s-t.ud-y-of--histor-y ;---and-Jolifi--Kefifiedy--was·-not--onl-y·· a 

.· 
�.maker ... of---h is tory-but---a- wr-iter--of-it.] 
. . ;z:t;; 

·,, 

;; · 

{�Je�e-
His fame as an author of books [Pr-esage<!J his· fame as 

s·a.; J 
an author of events. He @_sea-to�say j tha� he had few 

apprehensions about how his Presidency would fare in history, 

because he planned to write that history himself. 

To our loss, we will never read the books he would 

' have written . His death 

but literature as well. 

impoverished not only statecraft 
---+--?'-----

,{; .;;,,/ c '/.._(r/ 

But in this building,_.,th¢7 work of '.·;'.!: .· 

'I . reflection and evaluation �� -which�he--had-looked--forwar� 

''··' 

···; 

will thrive. 

President Kennedy understood the past and respected 

· _  .. 5/;.t,.'J'l 
its [hold] on the future. Yet he was very much a man of his 

time. The first President born in this century, he embodied 
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the ideals of a generation as few public figures have ever 

P' '-". 1'7 "- .li ..,_ , h 
done. He summoned (his--oeu-� out -of fuhe.J complacency @-€ 

the -1950's-� and set it on a path of excitement and hope. 

� Presidency(l�o-et-uelly eut off Jwas too short for 

f him to f ini���·�heLma�} t�sks he set for �i:;� �:L���t:J 
. \ accompl is_�-�:-�ts 

_ _ ?_f 
__ __ 

h��--�-h-���and �a��- -��-��.J�ry-(j'reatj _ ___ we .
_,.,_J••• - ·---·-�-----� 

' 
�·; - (2. r.-;,,•t·�>� !;'/",. 
·:: honor him not just for the things he �-aw-te-eempl-e-t-i-ell-in 

--1 ' the-t-ime-he-had, but even more for the things he set in .:.� ' .J 

t motion, the energies he released, the ideas and ideals he 
' . ( fr· .�;(d ·; 1 e5/ot--'t.r .! 

. ) encouraged. 

-t- D ;)t.._ - LA"' ,;,_, r I.-e�� d ,, r 
President Kennedy &ame-t::o/ office �ommi-t-t:ed-t�e. 

' , · · . 'Jk 4-yL rf )tH-/a/ 'il-n/ec.��-c hfr U/C'-" 

· He-unders-toed )tha)tftimes l>��J changing and that the Nation 

� ... 

',I, 

would have to change with them. "Change is the law of 

life," he once said. "And those who look only to the past 

or the present are certain to miss the futur� ." E_e-s-aw-t;he 

coming-transformatiOn of -nat-iona-l-a-nd-in.ternat.ioi)_c�_l.::.::.l�fe, 
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� He had a vision of how America could meet and master 

the forces of change he saw around him. 

President Kennedy entered the White House [with a 

c,,M/ m u .. J-

/i-11! "-eft ft<?U/' 

COAvietionj that racial"' discrimination was morally 

� L"_l ... -v, 

indefensible. ��ward the eAd of his lif�, that conviction 

J,_,:., l ,.,.,, /!.-<� 

became a passion·-- a passion that ARobertLKenned¥J shared 

and carried forward. 

�s a A�e of the Sotlth� I saw at first hand how 

moral leadership of the Kennedy Administration helped undo 

' the wrongs that grew out of our history. Today, [...a ue st�rive 

te--o-ve-reGme--t.he lin']e£ing effects
; 
of past discrimi-nation.� 

P'"'61-
the �-pectru� of human rights �ro&±e� in the United States 

; 
I � rf, 1 (/. '1 - /.t!.f� 

:\.!ta� from inequality of11 rights to inequality of 

opportunity. But the moral imperative remains. 

ou.--v 

President Kennedy sought to move lAme£iea.nJ foreign 

<X 

. :' P?��cy beyond [:i...t.s-:-preoccupation wit-ti1§n increasingli) sterile 
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}j)�;j'�old War. He �ever�ed tol=ara� tbe ilistinetiQA bat .. ee;;j 
.. ·,�wt� , , 

:11F : . . · . t.� c«-m n 
'·',·: ;:W· liberty and,.. tyranny; yet he saw very clearly that [in---t-he 
;"· ·. , ;,J�t . . -

I j .�' ' 

··.·.:-'.' 

. ; 

:::UJ':j.:;:,.�b.Qre _of nuolear •tJeapens ,!"the threat 
·· '\)(1:: : · · Nc ul.vwa: .1 

· 
· :, .. :··f\;.:.: had created the need �or mutual accomoda tion. [�e-a-1-t-ernat i ve, 

, �:�· , A.ftr.•;..-f) :h,.,.r,-,;":f 

'\ as-he-warned,-weu-1-d-be to turffi the world into "a prison in 

.. · ·-. 

which man awaits his executioner." 

_.,4} ul/4r 7X: 
&hen-P�:-eS-ide�-y-annctmeedJ the-s-i:grrtng-of the 

w t'IA-- )i r .N. L /;.,. 

nuclear test ban treaty-"e-£· 1963, he voiced the hope -- though 

he dared not yet voice the prediction -- that there would 

5' c rne c/e;,1 · 1 
· �ven.tuall}j be controls on the numbers and types of nuclear 

CCvtA.-· 
armaments. Sixteen years later, the SALT II treaty �ha& 

r c. d."- c..-, . '-:redeeme� that hope. Its ratification will be a further 

fulfillment of the hopes of all humanity • 
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s-t:ep along the-path he chat ted .:J 

�e-W 

EleetrofJtatlc Co� M�d® 

fof Prea®i'\ft§tlon PU9'1)G� 

President Kennedy also @� that the future of freedom 

the Wes§ would be increasingli � bound up with social, 

political and economic justice in what has since become 

known as the Third World. 

boN 
OneAexpression of this was the Peace Corps -- which, 

with its combination of activism, idealism and adventure, 

summed up so many of John Kennedy 1 s virtues. riD- this::::and 
s.-----

� .... , .... --· -­--

in other ways, President_IS,.e.nnedf . .-Put the United States 
�-----·..-

-----

· .  ·. f �� s·ide--e-f-dernocracy;--Q·everopment-and--l;e farm :J 

�y-t-he--beq-inning of the present decade, out govet nment 
7t._:., C. r 1 , wn J...,_t...,_/ 

am proud that l�J 

.·.·through American support for human. rights, L..Amerioa� encouragement 

... .vv 

·.of democratic reforms, and �eric� efforts to help meet 

; the basic human needs of the world's poorest people. 

,'i .. . . :-- · . " 
> •• ; ' ,,' j 
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EfectrosmtlfJ IJerpy Midi 
for��'�"'-

· Like every President who hopes to leave the world a 

place than he found it, President Kennedy chafed 

cu./ 
the limits of his power to rspeed ehe-eh�s-�e kRew 

: :_:: �re needed] As he put it[in-an intervj e� during his 
.-1·. 

second year in office, "There are greater limitations upon 

our ability to bring about a favorable result than I had 
f7;�':)<!:: .. -r-. d k -'/�� �-/� 44- < 

.... imagined." Yet President Kennedy �ema-4-ne&r-a-n�a.iJu{J a 

4.- a.J,PtY"-l........., 
symbol of l!::imitless} human [poeeibilit� 

Perhaps that is whYL-::When-he- 'ftaB taken-ff"em-ttSJ the 

t:<A L.-:l d t"'t· I '--

outpouring of_ \ grief,,,\��at-foH:or.>'ed] had such a special quality. 

� 
.

I�f!_l;.allse--�-aeJrrKenneay--nv�a-hi...--i-±fe-so--in�s 

. ··.end confronted us with the mystery of morta)..i-ty and the 
· . _,·, · . . � · .• ';.1 , ·  � 

.-)1: .• everlasting fragili�y of the hu�_fl.n �ondition J 

.:.:1: · · // . ,' . :�··}:l; ·· : ' 
�/'/ 

. 

, . ., .. : .:::,�·: �n that terri�/afternoon fifteen years, eleven 

i ; ' · c�e), ,}3 : '> ; ' ' ' ' // 
.:':;);�· •,y,:,���'�(;:months .and):..� days ago -- the world's business abruptly 

�' ?< 

' ' 
.,,· ,• 
'. ' ·. ,  

- �  
wept·-in Boston ·�in··ch ic ago.:,.• -·in· Atlanta,. (.i._n-�- ' -� '--

(·---. ·, 

b ,· 
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·• San Francisc�7 -- @nd)in Parisi\ in Warsaw, in New Dehli and 

in Tokyo. More than anyone had realized before that day, 
' 

S'f,r" f . 
the �himmering fi gu.J;"e] of this young American President had 

taken hold of the hearts and imaginations of countless 

millions throughout the world� 

In the years that followed, k_any of 

. -- ...,.,... ' ""'  
..-Pf:"esiaeAt: Kennedy had plantea grew to frt1ition3=-i:fi1A.civil 

rights, in medical care for the aged, in �he fight faQ 

g reate r , d i gn i t y for the poor -- e=-ee-ht:We..111s�e=--'a;i..ln .. d;)_.wm.,..a.LJo�y,___.,o�t""'hH-e!zHi:J;" 
. ' . �. '.\: ;: ·�: ·: .. 

. ·}·: 
·

.
area� his vision has been carried into reality with the 

.. -� -� .r:. 

pain�t1l period for o\H!' cou�...._j At the time� p 

[n the �enerally tranqt�il aspect o£-ou.:r: national 

�ut . in retros�ec�
· 

it appears

n

� the beg inning of a 

') ' 

t' . '' 
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�atl"/,;.., 
of darkness. From Vietnam to [watts3'�;a:;om Los An<Jeles 

P4em�ai•;J from Kent State to Watergate, the Arner ican 

spirit suffered under one shock after another[ __ � For a 

shameful j ntenraJ. in-o\J£ history, the itleals that LJohn F. 

�enned.y--had-br;ouqhe-·-to:_.government-seemeG--no-·-lenge:r;:......we--1-eome 
. {t" ·- J j,. t ... SoCJ·II'-'·" 

tbQ�, and the confidence of our people �deeply shaken. 

vJ<-
.-k have undertaken a solemn commitment to [:t=te-i-p) heal 

those wounds_, [AS--John-F. Kenneay' s cotnpatr iot:an'C'i-stiG......::��.., 

I have struggled to restore t�srcre;;cy of the United 

_ .. 
--· 

. .,.,,.--� . . States the 1deals �9..f..""'·decency, honor and serv1ce which must 
. : .,...,..�_..,.,J'.r . 

,.,. 
� 

�'gdlsn tfie government of a free peopre�l 

. , · · l 
.', � ', """e.e.J 
·:"·I.-_believe that America is now ready to t:aelt:le the 

nges o� .the 1980s with renewed confidence and a 

s pirit. 
·. ,· . .. :. 

1 Those challenges, of course, are not the same as those 

IP� I '/63 
confronted us fl. generat jon a�� The carved desk in 
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Oval Off ice !!-oaks ;-ust as it did] when John F. Ken�edy 

behind it; 

t<�'-tp 

b 
flut the problems that land on that desk 

are11 different • 

;··· 

President Kennedy was right: change is the law of life. 

The world of 1980 is ��ry different from ehat of 19601 almos� 
-�o-w- lt...o.. \ '1 r ci{. o 

"as different11as the world of 1960 was from that of 1940. 
·, , 

,,. 1"1flo/t:>t/C 
··Our efforts to shape that world must be different as well • 

. 
, • .1: 

�ter a decade of high inflation and growing oil imports, 

economic cup no longer runs over. Because of inflation, 

restraint is no longer a matter of ideological 

eference but of simple public duty. We. can no longer 

! 

productivity, investment or innovation for granted . 

can:no longer rely on a rising economic tide to lift 

boats of. the poorest in our s'ociety. f 
• ____J f- 9 

. 
�, 

We have a keener appreciation of limits -- the limits 

m' J,f-A. r7 
government Eisdom at ho.m�; the limits of �mericafi power 
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abroad: the limits of human ability to manipulate without 

harm a natural environment we now see as a delicate and 

balanced whole. 

We are struggling with the profound transition from 

1ro..V'•'-f 
a time of abundance to a time of�scarcity in energy. 

We are only beginning to learn the new habits, and to 

acquire the new technologies, that will carry us to a 

future age of clean, renewable energy. 

And we face these problems at a time when centrifugal 

,()'I t.C'l� '-'/"! /,' t</ !P/ ,h .. �. 

forces in our society�-- forces of regionalism, of ethnicity, 

of narrow economic interest, of single-issue politics 

are testing the resiliency of American pluralism. 

The problems are different: the solutions, none of 

them easy, are different as well�ut in this age of hard 

choices and scarce resources, the essence of President 

*This bracketed insert is optional if you wish to approach 
the position of Stu and Lloyd Cutler as outlined in Draft B-3. 
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Kennedy's message the appeal for unselfish dedication 

to the common good is more urgent than ever. The 

spirit he evoked -- the spirit of sacrifice, of patriotism, 

of unstinting dedication -- is the same spirit that will 

bring us safely through the adversities we face. 

'J I ('C_ 'l1 d<?.v, -h 
With each era, with each ���nistrati��, the tasks 

or-ancove-r-prGb.Lem_?_l_o_ng __ neg l:ected� Yet the overarching 

purpose of the Nation remains the same: 
,- .. fE_hat purpose is 

-\o L.l d 

the building of] a just society, in an America living in 

Jf'?W't;,.l 
The library we dedicate today is a\token, above all, 

0<-l.f 

of that unchanging purpose. 

L-.T 

• ) ,' • �� (1C�� r�.'�, ��-

11!( .S 
/,., /.) Jt.c' '/ ,-:ir .·.• ;, •. f,·" ,:�·· '·' •' I 

Through it the example of 

President Kennedy will take its high place in the hearts 

of many generations of Americans. rhe --millions who-en·ter __ 

he-re-wi-1-l-hear--John·-"Kennedy····say-;, .. --tt'i ·t:.ne-·-·words-··Of---his __ f.9..Y.:.9X .. ttg .. 

poe-t-,-.Robe.ct-F-rost: -
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They would not fi 
// 
a me changed 

Only 

from hi 

mor 

I 
/ 

I 

/ 

sure of all I thought was true.j 

# # 

IE�ectro�t�t�c Co�y Vl1�1ilo 

fov FreseN�tlon Pmpc�e_s;:, 



. Kennedy Library Remark s P-1 

Members and friends of the __ ........... -----� Family: 

I am honored to be herefton this ;;�casion at once 

so solemn and so joyous: the dedication of the John F. Kennedy 

Library. Like a great cathedral, this building was a long time 

coming, But it more than justifies the wait. Its grace and 

dignity. are worthy of the man whose memory it will nurture. 

-A-l-i:b-rary-·ha·s-a.-sp.eci.aLmeani.ng--in-a-nation-commi:tt"ed 

I':, fl.('' I tCu:-< 
to--H-eeoom-a-nd- truth. This"repository of facts and ideas �-'; 

....:· I I{ I" ·U 17. --· · ·  fj-1_� 'l JO nJ•I f,f I ' 

� (record of�dreams�and the realization of them. t� will feed 

._____ __________ _ ..... · ·  .. --- f--l····, -· ·· · ·· - · · · · · · -······ . --���-
-

� ;�"�J; 'l �- t���J 
/d':hr�/ �.,{ 

history with a permanence.�hiB� rn America�will not be 

threatened. by succeeding political regimes which might1 fear -tfc."-1, 
-� 

It \ M/;,.. tr:o.�--r-m;.;(lr(Y" Y-' fi�:,.rf,..,_ '" '. d_ 7/r!" i'lv.-lto/ d) ,£t.,/L trY' U,) �- a.-_'L.� /J 'I  I') ... A� 1<1 • .._ r . / / / J r 7 ' 
ltJ , .. , -r,///1'-f �r,·l)pf � 'k' < 

the=t�h. This� is,.,tt-;specially &ign-i:-f.ieant:-to John Kennedy, /"" 

htz._ 
wft8 was not only a maker of history, but a writer of it. 
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. . . 
Insert·A 

For example, at a press conference in March, 1962, 

he was asked this two-part question: "Mr. President, your 

brother Ted said recently on television that after seeing 

the cares of office on you, he wasn't sure he'd ever be 

interested in being the President. I wonder if you could tell 

us whether if you had it to do over again you would work 

for the Presidency, and whether you can recommend the job 

to others." 

The Pre�ident replied: "Well, the answer to the first 

is 'yes' · and -to. \the second is 'no 1 -- I don 1 t recommend it 

to others, at �east for ·a while." 
- � '\. .. � .· 
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'--7 / _ .. �·' I never met him, but I know that John Kennedy loved �-.. olr 
/ J /( 

l ··; 
\• politics; he loved laughter; and when the two came together, 

/\ { 
('.\J ____ _ he loved that best of all. 

\ 

l 
I 
I 
I 

l 
l 

.......... 

\ 
\ 
\ .. 

.- · ,, .. ·· · 
. ... ·-��- .... ·::· 

'·-------··· 

14,-/ fi,, d' I · ·- 5 f; // "'<2-

President Kennedy's)wisdom is certainly�relevant 

�<2- �,/ L"- • 

i-n=ow::._a.wn time . 

··-. - .. �---� -·-

His fame as an author of books foretold his fame 

as an author of events. He said he had few apprehensions 

about how his Presidency would fare in history, because 

he planned to write that history himself. 

To our loss, we will never read the books he would have 

written. His death impoverished not only statecraft but 

tJ /,�:£,���' f(u_ 
literature as well. But in this building, Ms anticipatec)l,. work 

________ , _____ _ 
., .. --

of reflection and evaluation t�ill thrive. 

d--</ 

51'lfC1/ 
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President Kennedy understood the past and respected 

Shdj'Vf 4 
its (staFHp ofij the future. Yet he was very much a man of his 

time. The first President born in this century, he embodied 

the ideals of a generation as few public figures have ever 

done. He summoned our nation out of kt� complacency and 

set it on a path of excitement and hope. 

The accomplishments of his thousand days were admirable, 

1"ou)h 
���his Presidency was too short for him to finish all the �4ny 

tasks he set for himself. We honor him not just for the 

things he completed, but even more for the things he set 

in motion, the energies he released, the ideas and ideals 

he b�F�Xespoused�eneouraged. 

President Kennedy took office understanding that the 

texture of social and economid life was changing and that the 

,f-. 
nation would have to change with t:ftem-. "Change is the law of 

life," he once said. "And those who look only to the past or 

the present are certain to miss the future." He had a vision 
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of how America could meet and master the forces of change he 

saw around him. 

President Kennedy entered the White House convinced that 

racial and religious discrimination was morally indefensible. 

Later that conviction became a passion -- a passion that his 

brother Robert shared and carried forward. 

/)f U.. k.1 /'h·H'�.,_) 
�I saw at first hand how moral leadership of the Kennedy 

Administration helped undo the wrongs that grew out of our 

f1& /;1'11 J 
�

history. Today the problem of human rights in the United States 

is shifting from inequality of legal rights to inequality of 

opportunity. But the moral imperative remains. 

President Kennedy sought to move our foreign policy 

� slc.·, /, f.7 1 T'te. 
beyond � st;eri 1 e) Cold War. He never failed to uphold liberty 

and condemn tyranny; yet he saw very clearly that the threat of 
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of nuclear destruction had created the need for mutual 

accorrtodation. 
II 

He warned against turning the world into a 

-tprison in which man awaits his executioner." 

When the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty was signed in 1963, 

he voiced the hope -- though he dared not yet voice the 

prediction -- that there would someday be controls on the 

numbers and types of nuclear armaments. Sixteen years later, 

the SALT II Treaty can redeem that hope. Its ratification 

will be a further fulfillment of the hopes of all humanity. 

President Kennedy also knew that the future of 

freedom would be increasingly bound up with social, political 

c 
and economid justice in what has since become known as the 

Third World. 

tJI�IfTY' 

One bold expression of thisAwas the Peace Corps 

whic� with its combination of activism, idealism and adventure, 

summed up so many of John Kennedy's virtues. 
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I am proud that this commitment has now been vigorously 

lVv'\ d .. r--t.. c- . .f /4-.11 ... �� c- 4. t?-.·r "� a.r", ',...t. A C! / c::;_ tf1 �f / -il!.-,_. /, Q; • ../ 

renewed �rough-- American·-support --for human rights,-- encouragement-
/ . /*" � �0 pv-,. 5'/c .J,- k-J··�,. "''" ch� r/ <'/ /'·c ru ..< ';?' c.e/c-17 

of .democratic. reforms, and �our .effo:r::-.1::�- tg _ _ _  h�,lp _ _  _m.�e_t_ .. the 

. ('Pt.,,., 4_)1 ;,._ � 1':,/.,..._- /,./. 

basic·-human-··needs of---the-world's ···poorest---people_] 

Like every President who hopes to leave the world a 

better place than he found it, President Kennedy chafed under 

the limits of his power to act. As he put it during his second 

year in office, "There are greater limitations upon our ability 

to bring about a favorable result than I had imagined .. " 

1-1� b�t:(IA..,_'-f' 
I 

ttv--d he': vC;v,•.f<.• Vv�. 1 

Yet President Kennedy persisted, �nd-h�tand�0aay-asj a 

symbol of human aspiration. 

Perhaps that is why the outpouring of grief at his 

death had such a special quality�eople wept in Boston and 

?6. v-;J A �Ct.HI-t 
in .A:tlanta, in PaFis and 

More than anyone had realized before that day, the spirit of 

this young American President had taken hold of the hearts and 

imaginations of countless millions throughout the world. 
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j)tJ r,.·�f 
[� the years that followed;

-
in civil rights, in medical 

care for the aged, in greater dignity for the poor -- his vision 

wM 
�as bea�carried into reality with the help of a united 

Congress and people. 

At the time1 �f his dea.t.h] the tragedy in Dallas seemed 

an isolated convulsion of madness, But in retrospect it 

appears near the beginning of a time of darkness. From Vietnam 

f--. .... lo' A�r�l'u ./.r> tvf� • .v.-rt..;_r, 

to Cambodia,Afrom Kent State to Watergate, the American spirit 

suffered under one shock after another, and the confidence of 

(.) ()_,4 .. 

our people �emed-'tG-be1 deeply shaken. 

We have undertaken a solemn commitment to heal those 
a_·{ ( o"'f fo,.c{ -f-/,_c_ J CIA..k 1'\ c(r j;f,:2. lo/'t:H? :/0 /,//. 

wounds, and
A

I believe that America is now ready to meet the 

challenges of the 1980s with renewed confidence and a refreshed 

spirit. 

IED«llctrost�tftc Copy �tRsde 

fo� Prefi0i'>JsrU:h!tn Ptaii'PO�� 
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0 11 <:: . .f 

Thflse challenges, of course, are not the same fS-theseJ 
a crc.wtflf;,.,_.. cro. . 

that confronted usA� l9GJ] The carved desk in the Oval Office 

is the same as when John F. Kennedy sat behind it, but the 

problems that land on that desk are quite different. 

President Kennedy was right: change is the law of life. 

The world of 1980 is as different from that of 1960t as the world 

of 1960 was from that of 1940. Our efforts to improve that 

world must be different as well. 

After a decade of high inflation and growing oil imports, 

our economic cup no longer runs over. Because of inflation, 

A tJ-1.. J e (:;;;.� 
fiscal restraint11i�1 a matter of �deo-logica-:t-pre-ferenc� 

but o!l· simple public duty. �e-ean-ne-lenger-.:take. product j vj ty, 

on a rising economic 

in our society. M 

f£D8glctro!tt2tDc COJ»Y M�tt� 
fo� P�esewat!on P!.ffP�$1 
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We have a keener appreciation of limits -- the limits 

l'J t /Jc lA J.� 

of govern ment; t� limit�1of military power abroad; the limits 

D">''- }?1<'?-'1'/"'·(l, ;{,.,9 .Jo o,.wrcf!.i'" 
'[ aLhuma.n-c-a�t;y t;o man;i.pu'la4oe] without ha7 natural 

.... .---·--····----- -

environment, �e now -see a1��<1eifcate and balanc� �o±e) 
---··-- -----···---------�--··-------------··-

We are struggling with the profound transition from 

a time of abundance to a time of growing scarcity in energy. 

We are only beginning to learn the new habits� and to acquire 

the new technologies that will carry us to a future age of 

clean renewable energy. 

And we face these problems at a time when centrifugal 

forces in our society and our political system -- forces of 

regionalism, of ethnicity, of narrow economic interest, of 

single-issue politics -- are testing the resiliency of 

American pluralism. 

\E�E.�ctrost�tnc Copy M®de 

for P?.ett�qvat�on Pu�po�s 
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tV u-. d,., J6 C:(_ tlovc A'+-tte"e� I'� 

-jt; Arr/ ()�(1 / a!lNc 11'�:m.c 

�D�c�r«u�t�tec Cc�y M�ri� 

ior Prese�Jat�o� P�Y�� 

* "To those who in all times have sought truth and 

have told it in their art or in their living, who died in 

honor • . • . 

"To those who died in the high and humble knowledge of 

God • . . . 

"(T)o those who died in sorrow, and in kindness, and 

in bravery; to those who died in violence suddenly . . . .  

"(T)o those who died in the time of the joy of their 

strength . • . . 

(: .Ta_thos e---liv.ing -and--soon-to-die-who--tel-1--·-tr� th. or 

....... --· . ,
. 

tell of truth, or who honorably seek>to-··fell, or who tell 
_..--

.-· ·· 

the truths of others . 

"To those· who ·know-God--l±ves-,---and-·who-·defend·him. 

*Extracts f rom James Agee's own Dedication to his first book 
of poems, "Permit Me Voyage." 
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0 
The problems are differnt; the solutions, none of 

them easy, are different as well. But in this age of hard 

choices and scarce resources, the essence of President Kennedy's 

,r 
message -- the appeal for unselfish dedication to the comon 

good -- is more urgent than ever. The spirit he evoked --

the spirit of sacrifice, of patriotism, of unstinting dedication --

is the same spirit that will bring us safely through the 

adversities we face. 

With each era, with each President, the tasks before 

us change. Yet the overarching purpose of the nation remains 

It- )f!.l t.d'lf!_. 

the same: to build a just society, in �
A

America living Q+ 

in �ecnrity and ai} peace with the other countries of the world. 

The library we dedicate today is 

1h&-t-
above all, of �urj unchanging purpose. 

Ot.l r 
Through \t_--he] study 

.5e..r.t, (e. 
here of his words and deeds, the example of President Kennedy 

will keep its high place in the hearts of many generations of 

Americans. 
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��To __ those __ who __ know--the-·high-estate-o£-art1�and·"who 

1'./ 

?f';:;/£{' � / »;;,_ �- /7£ 
zd,c{/ J£z:_ f /�.t:'?/1-_,.� 

E��ei:tof.ltat�© Copy M®d® 
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Meffibers and. f:t�ends· ofc. the FamilY: of . .'John F. Kennedy: 

I am honored to be here on this occasion at once 

so solemn and so joyous: the dedication of the John F. Kennedy 

Library. Like a great cathedral, this building was a 

long time coming. But it more than justifies the wait. 

Its grace and dignity are worthy of the man whose memory 

it will nur.ture. 

I never met him, but I know that John Kennedy loved 

politics; he loved laughter; c:md when the two came together, 

he loved that best· ,of alL 

For example, at a press.conference in March, 1962, 

he was asked this two-part·· question: "Mr. President, your 



. ' 

· ,  

.l'.:_ l , 

brother Ted said recent:ly on television that after seeing 
. .  ) ·:; 

the cares. of offi-ce on you, he wasn't sure he'd ever be 

interested. in being'_ .the· .�r�sid��t. ·I· wonde� if you could 

tell 

• ' • . .., i � • -; .�. 

us Whet,her ·<<:��ii h�d "it 1;� dO oVer again you Would 
.,'\ . 

work for the. Presidency, and whether.· you· can recommend the 

job to others." 

The President replied: "Well, the answer to the first 

is 'yes' and to the second is 'no' -- I don't recommend it to 

others, at least for a while." 

President Kennedy's wit and wisdom is certainly still as 
relevant as ever. 

This library, this repository of facts and ideas, will feed 

history with a permanent record of the dreams of John Kennedy and 

the realization of them. In America the records of a great 

political leader will not be threatened by succeeding political 

regimes which ITlight ·fear the� �·· for. we are a nation co:tntnit,;ted 
' .. _,... . . 

• ' • • . l 

to freedom and the-pursuit of truth. A library is an e�pecially 

;:- .•· 



. .' ·._,' �·., ._ .. : - :: 
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. .  · . 
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. . ·, - ·� · · . · 

fitting tribute to John Kerin�dy �- for he was not only a: maker 
· - { 

of history, but a writer of. it. 

. .  · ·' 

His-: fame. __ as an a
·
U:titor of ·books foretold his fame as 

. 
·' .  :",· . . . . . ·, . . i.�--· . ' 

an author ' �f events. 

about how-his Presidency would fare in· history, Because he 

planned to write that history himself. 

To our loss, we will never read the books he would have 

written. His death impoverished not only statecraft but 

literature as well. But in this building, the work of 

reflection and evaluation which he anticipated will thrive. 

President Kennedy unders·tood the past and respected 

its shapi-ng ·.of the future. Yet he was very much a man of his 

time. The · f irs.t PresiciE:mt born in this century, he embodied 

the ideals·'··of· a.·g�rie.rat·ion·�as few publ·ic figures have ever done. 

He sununoneq our ·nation' :�ut_ ·of . cqmplacency and set it on a 

path of excitement and hope. 
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The accomplishments of•his thousand days were admirable, 

though his Presid.enc::y was ':fb�· ·short for him to finish all the 

many �ask,s he se:t fc>l:·:, ���selL We honor.him not just.for the . 
· . ' 

motion; the energies :he released,·, ·the ideas and ideals he 

espoused. 

President Kennedy took office understanding that the 

texture of social and economic life was chang,ing and that 

the nation would have to change with it. "Change is the law 

of life," he once said. "And those who look only to the past 

or the present are certain to miss the future." He had a vision 

of how America could meet and master the forces of change 

he saw around him. 

President Ken11e�y entered the White House conyinced 

that racial and religious discrimination was morally indefensible. 

- - · · .  
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Later that conviction became a passion -- a passion that 

his brother Robert sha·red .�nd c:arried forWard. 
' ., · ·· 

� � • ,4 
',<:, ' ':... :< 

:·! .:, 

As' a Sou·th,��ner I· saw· -�,t·>fir� -t;:h�u1d::i :h'Ow mori:i'i leadership 
· - ,-· 

· .,,. .. ·-:: 

< ."- . . - .' --��-·- :� ,Z � 
- . ,, . ·• ... . ._.;· ·,· 

of the Kenn:edyJ::_!\,dm:inist.ration helped undo .the wrongs that 

grew out of our nation's history. Today the problem of human 

rights in the United States is shifting from inequality of 

legal rights to inequality of opportunity. But the moral 

imperative remains. 

President Kennedy sought to move our foreign policy 

beyond the sterility of the Cold War. He never failed to 

uphold liberty and condemn tyranny; yet he saw very clearly 

-·� that the 'threat of. nuclear destruction had created the need 

.. ,. _ ' 
: --.· . 

for mutua·l acc!:()mmodation. He warned against turning the world 

' '  ., ' 

into "a prison inwnicl') man 'awaits his executioner." 
·--.· . . -· 
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:.·: 

. :._ . 

.. . �. '-. • , ·  . , 
· .'lc 

When the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty was signed in 1963, 

he. voiced the . hope -- · thcnigh· he diired not yet voice the 

prediction --- ,,fhat there.,:wquld:' someday be. controls on the 
�-

. : �: •' . . . 

• • • • • • _: • ; • • �. • • • • • • 
• 

c "'\ 
numbers and types .of' ·riuclea:r: armaments . .  · Si:X:teen years later, 

:. ·..,.· ' .  . . : . . . 
. ' •  

the SALT II Treaty can redeem· that hope. I·ts ratification 

will be a further fulfillment of the hopes of all humanity. 

President Kennedy also knew that the future of 

freedom would be increasingly bound up with social, political 

and economic justice in what has since become known as the 

Third World. 

One bold expression of this vision was the Peace Corps --

which, with ·its combination of activism,· idealism and adventure, 

summed up' so many of John Kennedy's virtues. 

I am proud � thel:t,··-.this commitment has now been vigorously 
. ·. 

.J,::· . . .  
··r \... . � - ,  

renewed and 'that ''AID�riC:a one� ·agairi holds out her hand to the 

poor, the silenc�d and oppressed of-every country in the world . 

. ···::.._ ·' . .: � . .. ' 
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Like every President whO,: hopes to leave the world a 
. 

�. .� .. 
. .  · . · 

better place than he found .'it, President Kel}nedy chafed under 
'/ · .. 

. ' ' .. •:, -� 

the limits· o:( pis> i?owe'r·: to ·'adf� 
.. 
:: As:.:he put, it du�ing his 

' • � • • • �-
• L ' •• • ,- • • .�- ,, • • 

, __ ; .k 

second year ·in of�lb�, "The:r_e are g;F�ate� limitations upon 

our ability·to bring about a favorable result than I had 

imagined." Yet President Kennedy persisted. He became, and 

he remains, a syrnbol of human aspiration. 

Perhaps that is why the outpouring of grief at his 

death had such a special quality. 

On that November day almost 16 years ago a terrible 

moment was frozen in time. I remember that I climbed down 

from a tractor, unhooked a farm. .trailer and walked into my 

warehouse ··to 'wei.gh a· 'lc;>ad of grain, and was told by a group 
·

.• · 

of farmers that \.·he :Presiaent had bee�
. 
shot. I went outside, 

. ,. 

.' .·-
· 

. ·  

knelt on the steps, and began to pray� In a few minutes 
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for Pres�i'Vatlo� \P!Uil'�O�rl$� 

I learned that he had not lived. It was a grievous personal 

loss. My President. I wept openly, for the first time in 

more than ten years -- for the first time since the day my 

father died. 

People wept in Boston and in Paris, in Atlanta and in 

Warsaw, in San Francisco and in New Dehli. More than anyone 

had realized before that day, the spirit of this young American 

President had taken hold of the hearts and imaginations of 

countless millions throufout the world. 

During the years that followed in civil rights, 

in medical care for the aged, in greater dignity for the 

poor -- his vision was carried into reality with the help of 

a united Congress and people. 

At the time, the tragedy in Dallas seemed an isolated 

convulsion of madness. But in retrospect it appears near the 

beginning of a time of darkness. From Vietnam to Cambodia, 
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from Los Angeles to M�phis, from Kent State to Watergate, 

the American·spirit suffered.und�r c;:>ne shock after another, 

· .•
. 

--� 
. . . .- ·_, 

arid the confide.nce' of"'6.'Lir >p��dple •. was deeply. shaken • 

. �·' 

We. have undertaken a solemn commitment to heal those 

wounds, and at long last .the darkness has·begun to lift. 

I believe that America is now ready to meet the challenges 

of the 1980s with renewed confidence and a refreshed spirit. 

These challenges, of course, are not the same ones 

that confronted us a generation ago. The carved desk in 

the Oval Office is the same as when John F. Kennedy sat behind 

it,· but the problems that land on that desk are quite different. 

President Kennedy was. right: · change is the law of life. 

The world of 19·80 is as different from that of 1960 as the world 

of 1960 was frdfu that··. �f 1940 . Our efforts to improve that 

world must be di
,
ffe!en� as well. 
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After a decade of high inflation and growing oil imports, 
','•,I' 

•;. 

our economic cup nc;>, lOnger runs·· over. Because of inflation, 
.. s 

·.· .... '·:�.··. 

fiscal· restr.ai�t-' has· become 'a·.�att'er of simf_)le··, _public duty . 

'• :.-

We .'Cc�m- ·n"9 
>

lmjg�'r: 'rely:on :·a· ·ris.irig
. 

econ�miC'·. tic;le t6 :_lift .the 
1 ·. _,.: 

' 

boats of the poorest in our society. wemust focus our 

attention directly on them. · 

We have a keener appreciation of limits -- the limits 

of government; limits on the use of military power abroad; 

the limits on.manipulating_without harm to ourselves a 

delicate and balanced natural environment. 

We are struggling with the profound transition from 

a time of abundance to a time of growing scarcity in energy. 

We are only beginning to learn the new habits and to acquire 

the new_technol'bgies. that will carry us to a future age of 

clean renew.able energy.· 
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And we fac� .these. probf�ms at a time when centrifugal . '; ·• :' ;1 . -� . • . . .. • ·, -�-� 1-,..J. •• :: •• • - � ' -";!. ' 
. 

. . . 
forces in our society �'and· pur, p·o�-itical ·system 

�,,�_.�--
��

'-
.:. 

:

_

.' 

,>'·-

· 

-.· ;�--
··. '· . ;1, ,_; 

forces of 

· ·. ' .. 
regionalism, of :'ethnld_·t.y·, ,·Pi���riar�ow.ecq._noi:riic interest, . . . -.... -�·- r .' '' 

.: 
�' ,· 

.

· ·> ; ' . . 
, 

. 

, . . -. 

, ·. 

·. _:·· -�·-�- .. 
I

:· \ . ' .  ··; ,·_ : ' ( . ·':' 
.. 

·. 
of single;.,.issue ·��:I{ t.i'cs�··�-- are tes\i�<i ;�he: ;esilie��y· of 

American pluralism. 

But we can and we will prevail. 

The problems are different; the solutions, none of 

them easy� are different as well. But in this age of hard 

choices and scarce resources, the essence of President Kennedy's 

message -- the appeal for unselfish dedication to the common 

good --·is more urgent than ever. The spirit he evoked --

the spir±t of sacrifice� of patriotism, of unstinting dedication --

is the same spirit that will bring·us safely through the 

adversit;ies we face. -� . 

With each era', with each_President, the tasks before ;� . 
us change. Yet the overarching purpose of the nat-ion remains 
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the same: ;to build a j\lst :society, in a secure America 

living at peace>wi th·:' 't7he :o17her countries of the world . 
. · · ·  

Th,e ii�:rary:.·w�·:_-'�e�:ifa:t� :�c:P.a:i :i·s, �· <�0nbol � above all, 
1 .  '· - -· :_ - _., , 

. . .. ·, . .  
J-... .. . ; . , ,. 

of tha:t ·UnchangJng pUrpos'e � . : Thro!lgh our study here of his . ·. . • • ·.�· �;· '. -' • ·'� ' . I . 

:
: 

'
.. 

. 

' 

words al}d deeds, the service·· of President Kennedy� will keep 

its high place in the hearts of many generations of Americans. 

This library may be dedicated with the words of a 

poet from Tennessee, a contemporary of the President whose 

name the library will bear: 

"To those who in all times have sought truth and 

have told ·it in their art or in their living, who died in 

honor • 

"To those·who·died in the high and humble knowledge 

of God • • • • 

-

" (T) o: those' .who died in sorrow, and· in kindness, and 

in bravery; to those who died in violence suddenly . . • . 
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"(T)o those who died in the time of the joy of their 

strength . . ·. " � .�':* .. 

.- •. ·:r� •. 
. ··. ·.-�.; ... 

This lihiiiry>Y·: :'.·a�dicated to . . ·;��·yj·\<:· i<.�nr!edy i · . . -·· ' �:·! j'-�.·.�;�·: ... ·. .  . - .· "· 
. ·-:_,�·.: ·�::-

. .  '';:.·· � ��· ��- .::��--.· .. : . 

thirty-fifth Presi:�lknt · of the Unite� St�tes .of America. 
�·-

# # # 

--. · ' 

*Extracts from James Agee ··s own Dedication to his· first book 
of poems, "Permit'Me Voyage." 


