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* MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE FAMILY OF JOHN F, KENNEDY: e

KeNNEDY L1BRARY REMARKS 10/20/79

I AM HONORED TO BE HERE ON THIS OCCASION
AT ONCE SO- SOLEMN-AND-SO-JOYOUS --
THE DEDICATION OF THE JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY.///

LIKE A GREAT CATHEDRAL, THIS BUILDING WAS A LONG TIME COMING. v
BUT IT MORE THAN JUSTIFIES THE WAIT.

ITS GRACE AND DIGNITY ARE WORTHY OF THE MAN WHOSE MEMORY
IT WILL NURTURE., /

I NEVER MET HIM, BUT 1 KNOW THAT JOHN- KENNEDY- LOVED-POLITICS:...
HE LOVED LAUGHTER;...
AND WHEN THE TWO CAME TOGETHER,

HE LOVED THAT BEST OF ALL.

FOR EXAMPLE,AT A PRESS CONFERENCE IN MARCH, 1962,
HE WAS ASKED THIS TWO-PART QUESTION:
"MR. PRESIDENT, YOUR BROTHER TED SAID RECENTLY [ON TELEVISION
THAT AFTER SEEING THE CARES OF OFFICE ON YOU,
HE WASN’T SURE HE'D EVER BE INTERESTED
IN BEING THE PRESIDENT. -

“I WONDER IF YOU COULD TELL US WHETHER -~
IF YOU HAD IT TO DO OVER AGAIN A
YOU WOULD WORK FOR THE PRESIDENCY,... =
AND WHETHER YOU CAN RECOMMEND THE JOB TO OTHERS.” SV



10,

: JTHE PRESIDENT REPLIED

”NELL, THE ANSWER T0 THE FIRST 18 YES"
AND TO THE SECOND IS ”N0”1=~ S
I DON T RECOMMEND 1T TO OTHERS |
RN AT LEAST FOR A NHILE “

PRESIDENT KENNEDY S NIT AND NISDOM , '
- IS CFRTAINLY STILL AS RELEVANT AS EVER ,59/

THIS LIBRARY, THIS REPOSITORY OF FACTS AND IDEAS,
WILL FEED HISTORY WITH A PERMANENT RECORD
OF THE DREAMS OF JOHN KENNEDY
AND THE REALIZATION OF THEM

IN AMERICA THE RECORDS OF A GREAT POLITICAL LEADER z
WILL NOT BE THREATENED BY SUCCEEDING POLITICAL REGIMES
WHICH MIGHT FEAR THEM, .
FOR WE ARE A NATION COMMITTED TO FREEDOM
AND THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH ///

A LIBRARY IS AN ESPECIALLY FITTING TRIBUTE 10 JOHN KENNEDY

FOR HE NAS NOT ONLY A MAKER—OF HISTORY
: - BUT A NRITER OF IT

HIS FAME AS AN AUTHOR OF BOOKS FORETOLD RIS FAME ;7 |
: v~=~‘:" f_ AS AN AUTHOR OF EVENTS
HE SAID HE HAD FEN APPREHENSIONS ABOUT i
- HON HIS PRESIDENCY NOULD FARE IN HISTORY
BECAUSE. HE PLANNED TO NRITE THAT HISTORY HIMSELF «
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1. TO OUR LOSS WE WILL NEVER READ THE BOOKS HE WOULD HAVE WRITTEN.

2, HIS DEATH IMPOVERISHED NOT ONLY STATECRAFT 3

BUT LITERATURE AS WELL.
3. BUT IN THIS BUILDING, THE WORK OF REFLECTION AND EVALUATION =z

WHICH HE ANTICIPATED [WILL-THRIVE)

CAr FE Pop€  bidec 2y cheey,  /f

L4, PRESIDENT KENNEDY UNDERSTOOD-THE-PAST ~
AND RESPECTED ITS SHAPING. OF- THE-FUTURE.

5. YET HE WAS VERY--MUCH- A-MAN- OF- HIS-TIME.

6. THE FIRST PRESIDENT BORN IN THIS CENTURY,
HE EMBODIED THE IDEALS OF A GENERATION
AS FEW PUBLIC FIGURES HAVE EVER DONE, //

/. HE SUMMONED OUR NATION OUT OF COMPLACENCY -~
AND SET IT ON A PATH OF EXCITEMENT-AND-HOPE, /

N0 T8¢ &,

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF HIS THOUSAND DAYS WERE [ADMIRABLE/
THOUGH HIS PRESIDENCY WAS TOO SHORT FOR HIM TO FINISH

ALL THE MANY TASKS HE SET FOR HIMSELF,

10, WE HONOR HIM NOT JUST FOR THE THINGS HE COMPLETED,
BUT [EVEN=MBRE| FOR THE THINGS HE SET IN MOTION,
THE ENERGIES HE RELEASED, ,
THE IDEAS~AND-IDEALS~HE-ESPOUSED.,/4/

Electrogtatic Copy Made
for Preservation Purposes



-4 -

1. PRESIDENT KENNEDY TOOK OFFICE UNDERSTANDING =
THAT THE -TEXTURE-OF-SOCIAL- AND-ECONOMIC- LIFE-WAS- CHANGING
AND THAT THE-NATION- WOULD- HAVE TO-CHANGE WITH-IT.

2. "CHANGE IS THE LAW OF LIFE,” HE ONCE SAID.

- 3. "AND THOSE WHO LOOK ONLY TO THE PAST OR THE PRESENT
ARE CERTAIN TO MISS THE FUTURE.”

4. HE HAD A VISION OF HOW AMERICA COULD MEET AND MASTER ,~
THE FORCES OF CHANGE HE SAW AROUND HIM.

5. PRESIDENT KENNEDY ENTERED THE WHITE HOUSE -
CONVINCED THAT-RACIAL- AND -RELIGIOUS- DISCRIMINATION
WAS -MORALLY- INDEFENSIBLE.

6. LATER THAT CONVICTION BECAME A PASSION --
A PASSION THAT HIS BROTHER ROBERT
SHARED AND CARRIED FORWARD.

7. AS A SOUTHERNER I SAW AT FIRSTHAND
| HOW(@@EEijLEADERSHIP"OF~THE KENNEDY- ADMINISTRATION
HELPED UNDO-THE- WRONGS- THAT- GREW- OUT- OF -
X OUR NATION'S-HISTORY,

8. TODAY THE PROBLEM OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES
IS SHIFTING FROM INEQUALITY OF LEGAL-RIGHTS
TO INEQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY.

9. BUT THE- MORAL-IMPERATIVE- REMAINS, //
Ll FCE  Are Kliresiepr. VE FRE Alc
@/774 ACe. OSCF e Sdrc Go 2. I@C’/ﬂ—é
Lol oy E LoD AFCOudy AIRCD O AVE
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1, PRESIDENT KENNEDY SOUGHT TO MOVE OUR FOREIGN POLICY
BEYOND -THE - STERILITY -OF -THE- COLD-WAR, /
HE NEVER FAILED TO UPHOLD-LIBERTY AND CONDEMN-TYRANNY;... |
YET HE SAW VERY CLEARLY THAT THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR DESTRUCTION
HAD CREATED THE NEED FOR MUTUAL ACCOMMODATION,

LT oL SOIENSTiAE AV EPSARIE S,

4, HE WARNED AGAINST TURNING THE WORLD INTO
“A PRISON IN WHICH MAN AWAITS HIS 'EXECUTIONER, "

5. WHEN THE NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY WAS SIGNED IN 1963,

| HE VOICED THE HOPE, ..,
6. THOUGH HE DARED NOT YET VOICE THE PREDICTION, ...

THAT THERE WOULD SOMEDAY BE CONTROLS ON THE
Nor NUMBERS AND TYPES OF NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS.
]_§TXIEEN YEARS: LATE@'THE 'SALT 11’ TREATY
CAN REDEEN THAT HOPE.

9, ITS RATIFICATION WILL BE A FURTHER FULFILLMENT

N EEDS <

OF THE HORES OF ALL HUMANITY,

~

OO

10. PRESIDENT KENNEDY ALSO KNEW -—
THAT THE FUTURE OF FREEDOM —
WOULD BE INCREASINGLY BOUND UP Z

WITH SOCIAL; POLITICAL- AND-ECONOMIC-JUSTICE ~
11. IN WHAT HAS SINCE BECOME KNOWN AS THE THIRD-WORLD.

e ——
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ONE BOLD EXPRESSION OF THIS VISION WAS THE PEACE -CORPS --
WHICH, WITH ITS COMBINATION OF ACTIVISM,
IDEALISM,
AND ADVENTURE,

SUMMED UP SO MANY |
D or OF JOHN KENNEDY’S VIRTUES. /
[ AM PROUD THAT THIS,COMMITMENT >

HAS NOW BEEN VIGOROUSLY RENEWED -~
AND THAT AMERICA ONCE AGAIN HOLDS OUT HER HAND
TO THE POOR,
THE STLENCED,x >

AND OPPRESSED OF EVERY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD. ,”

LIKE EVERY PRESIDENT WHO HOPES TO LEAVE THE WORLD

A BETTER PLACE THAN HE FOUND IT,
PRESIDENT KENNEDY CHAFED UNDER THE LIMITS-OF-HIS-POWER TO-ACT, e &rumsor

oS 7 SlPEy I DET I e EXSS

AS HE PUT IT DURING HIS SECOND YEAR IN OFFICE,
"THERE ARE GREATER LIMITATIONS UPON OUR ABILITY TO BRING ABOUT
A FAVORABLE RESULT
THAN T HAD IMAGINED."
YET PRESIDENT KENNEDY PERSISTED.

HE BECAME, AND HE REMAINS, A-SYMBOL- OF-HUMAN- ASPIRATION. //

PERHAPS THAT IS WHY THE OUTPOURING OF GRIEF AT HIS DEATH
HAD SUCH A SPECIAL QUALITY,

Electrostatic Cony Riade
for Pregseration Purposes
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ON THAT NOVEMBER DAY ALMOST 16 YEARS AGO A TERRIBLE MOMENT WAS FROZEN IN TIME.

I REMEMBER THAT I CLIMBED DOWN FROM A TRACTOR,
UNHOOKED A FARM TRAILER,
I AND WALKED INTO MY WAREHOUSE TO WEIGH A LOAD OF GRAIN,

ARD WAS TOLD BY A GROUP OF FARMERS THAT THE PRESIDENT

HAD BEEN SHOT.
[ WENT OUTSIDE, KNELT ON THE STEPS, AND BEGAN TO PRAY.,
IN A FEW MINUTES I LEARNED THAT HE HAD NOT LIVED.
Electrostatic Copy Mads
IT WAS A GRIEVOUS PERSONAL LOSS. for Presewation Purposes

MY PRESIDENT.

[ WEPT OPENLY, FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MORE THAN TEN YEARS --
FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE DAY MY FATHER DIED. //

PEOPLE WEPT IN BOSTON AND IN PARIS,
IN ATLANTA AND IN WARSAW,
IN SAN FRANCISCO AND IN NEW DEHLI.

MORE THAN ANYONE HAD REALIZED BEFORE THAT DAY,
THE SPIRIT OF THIS YOUNG AMERICAN PRESIDENT Z

HAD TAKEN HOLD OF THE HEARTS AND IMAGINATIONSz

OF COUNTLESS--MILLIONS -THROUGHOUT -

Mo 7745

DURING THE NEARS] THAT FOLLOWED --
IN CIVIL- RIGHTS,
IN MEDICAL-CARE- FOR- THE - AGED,
IN GREATER-DIGNITY: FOR- THE-POOR --
HIS VISION WAS CARRIED INTO REALITY WITH THE HELP OF

A UNITED CONGRESS AND PEOPLE. //

THE“WORLD./Q/
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AT THE TIME,THE TRAGEDY IN DALLAS SEMED AN-ISOLATED--CONVULSION-OF -MADNESS.

BUT IN RETROSPECT IT APPEARS NEAR THE-BEGINNING-OF-A -
TIME-OF -DARKNESS.,
FROM VLETLNAM 10 C,AMBODI‘L}' Electrostatic Copy Made
FROM LOS_ANGELES TO MEMPHIS, for Preservation Purpnzes
FRON KENT STATE TO HATERGATE —-
THE AMERICAN SPIRIT SUFFERED UNDER ONE SHOCK AFTER ANOTHER,

AND THE CONFIDENCE- OF- OUR-PEOPLE-WAS- DEEPLY- SHAKEN, 7/

THE I Chs SO e Goad £ SToos o,
WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN A-SOLEMN -COMMITMENT TO-HEAL- THOSE -WOUNDS,
AND AT LONG- LAST-THE- DARKNESS- HAS-BEGUN-TO-LIFT.

I BELIEVE THAT AMERICA IS NOW READY
TO-MEET -THE - CHALLENGES -OF - THE- 1980"s
WITH RENEWED-CONFIDENCE - |
AND A -REFRESHED-SPIRIT. /

THESE CHALLENGES, OF COURSE,
ARE NOT- THE- SAME-ONES THAT CONFRONTED US
A-GENERATION-AGO,
THE CARVED DESK IN THE OVAL OFFICE

IS THE SAME AS WHEN JOHN F. KENNEDY SAT BEHIND 17,
BUT THE PROBLEMS THAT LAND ON THAT DESK ARE~QUITE—DLEEEBENI.?/’

PRESIDENT KENNEDY WAS RIGHT: CHANGE IS THE LAW OF LIFE,

THE WORLD OF 1980 IS AS DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF 1960

MEMS oF mpreviyhS THE WORLD OF 1960 WAS FROM THAT OF 1940,
OUR 'LEEEURIS-_--;:T_QEI-MRROVE"ZIWHAT—- WORLD-MUST-BE- DIFFERENT- AS-WELL, /
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AFTER A DECADE OF HIGH INFLATION AND GROWING OIL IMPORTS,
OUR ECONOMIC CUP NO LONGER\RUNSZOVER] O Vé#€ Frocus,
BECAUSE OF INFLATION,
FISCAL- RESTRAINT-HAS -BECOME: A-MATTER- OF- SIMPLE- PUBLIC- DUTY,

WE CAN NO LONGER RELY ON A RISING ECONOMIC TIDE
TO LIFT- THE- BOATS-OF THE POOREST- IN-OUR-SOCIETY,

WE MUST FOCUS OUR ATTENTION DIRECTLY ON THEM, //

WE HAVE A KEENER APPRECIATION OF LIMITS --
THE LIMITS- OF -GOVERNMENT,

LIMITS ON THE USE-OF- MILITARY-POWER-ABROAD,
THE LIMITS ON-MANIPULATING
WITHOUT- HARM- TO -OURSELVES+
A DELICATE- AND-BALANCED |
| NATURAL- ENVIRONMENT, /

WE. ARE STRUGGLING WITH THE PROFOUND-TRANSITION -
FROM A-TIME OF- ABUNDANCE
TO A-TIME-OF-GROWING- SCARCITY-IN-ENERGY,

WE ARE ONLY BEGINNING TO LEARN- THE- NEW- HABITS ~
AND TO ACQUIRE- THE NEW-TECHNOLOGIES
THAT WILL CARRY US TO A-FUTURE- AGE OF-
CLEAN -RENEWABLE- ENERGY /

Electrogtatic Copy NMiade
for Preservation Purposes
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AND WE FACE THESE PROBLEMS AT A TIME .~
WHEN CENTRIFUGAL- FORCES-IN-OUR-SOCIETY

AND IN-OUR-POLITICAL-SYSTEM --
FORCES OF REGIONALISM,
OF ETHNICITY,
OF NARROW ECONOMIC INTEREST,
OF SINGLE- ISSUE POLITICS --
““““““ A o TV

ARE TESTING THE RESILIENCY OF AMERICAN PLURALISM, @ o<

;2 (LVéAV

BUT WE:-CAN:-AND- WE. WILL- PREVAIL.

THE PROBLEMS ARE DIFFERENT;

,1_-_—

THE SOLUTIONS, NONE OF THEM EASY, ARE DIFFERENT AS WELL. //

BUT IN THIS AGE OF HARD CHOICES AND SCARCE RESOURCES,

THE ESSENCE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S MESSAGE --
THE APPEAL FOR UNSELFISH DEDICATION TO THE COMMON GOOD --
IS MORE URGENT THAN EVER. /

THE SPIRIT HE EVOKED --
THE SPIRIT OF SAQRIFICE
OF PATRIOTISH,
OF UNSTINTING DEDICATION --
IS THE SAME-SPIRIT THAT WILL BRING US SAFELY -

THROUGH--THE- ADVERSITIES-WE- FACE.

Electrestatic Copy Miade
for Preservation Purpoaes
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I _AGH_ERESIDENT L
| THIMWNGQ

Y%Ei]THE OVER-ARCHING PURPOSE OF THE NATION REMAINS THE—SANE
.. T0 BUILD- A-JUST¥SOCIETY} | » | |

INA SECURE AMERICA lewZ
R WITH THE. OTHERvCOUNTRIESOF THE- HORLD.

THE LIBRARY WE DEDICATE TODAY IS A SYMBOL
' ~ ABOVE. ALL, OF THAT UNCHANGING PURPOSE

. THROUGH OUR STUDY HERE OF HIS NORDS AND DEEDS

THE SERVICE OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY i
WILL KEEP ITS HIGH PLACE z |
IN THE HEARTS OF MANY GENERATIONS 7
' OF AMERICANS. ./

THIS LIBRARY MAY BE DEDICATED WITH THE WORDS OF A
POET- FROM-TENNESSEE,
A CONTEMPORARY OF THE PRESIDENT NHOSE NAME THE LIBRARY WILL BEAR: //

“TO THOSE NHO IN-ALL- TIMES-HAVE- SOUGHT—TRUTH
AND HAVE TOLD- IT IN- THEIR- ART;
OR IN-THEIR-LIVING, //
WHO DIED-IN-HONOR; e

“TO THOSE NHO DIED IN THE HIGH- AND HUMBLE KNONLEDGE OF- 60D: . ...
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1. _."T0 THOSE WHO DIED IN-SORROH,

- | AND IN-KINDNESS,
AND IN-BRAVERY;
| TO THOSE-WHO-DIED- IN- VIOLENCE - SUDDENLY;.....

2. "TO THOSE WHO-DIED IN-THE- TIME ,
' OF -THE-JOY- OF -THEIR- STRENGTH . . . ,”‘/,_,./

3. THIS LIBRARY IS DEDICATED
TO JOHN F. KENMEDY,
35tH PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

(Extracts from James Agee's own Dedication to his
first book of poems, "Permit Me Voyage.")
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\?enato;-&ennedf?TMembers and friends of the Kennedy

’ family:[;ndufeitUchttizens;I
7T . / . ; bir # /'l P S "1"""”/" 20 Yas
' ~AE g e S wy pery shel - .="”'“"' T
2. fo e
f ¥ N)‘:n/ '/ﬂ.”' N )1:,‘/ Jney (éed.U‘e (o A/M 7)
\oo here
\ " h I am honored to be @mong—you—today on this occasion
! o
. ;
| .

~ .+ at once so solemn and so joyous.
t C

the dedication of the

//e /A,-,,/ (‘K"f/o/'f/)
.John F.

Kennedy Library. ‘Thls building was a long time

o ' ‘/A,///A!‘ .
coming, but it more than redeems the wait

Its grace and

ld,// PIrvEa »40',5’ .
dlgnlty are worthy of the man whose memorxy 1tA§pshftnes?

‘}»{?h1S*L1brary~celebrates—a—liﬁe—well~spent~and a~blithe

[
~

John Kennedy loved politics; he loved laughter;

and when the two came together, he loved that best of all

*Thls would be omitted from the press release text.
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For example, at @?esident Kennedy'% press conference -/~

.?Jéi]March{?ﬂ, 1962,(é%;e£;:1eﬂ asked this two-part qﬁeétion:
:_"Mr, President, your brother Ted said recently on television .
“that after seeing the cares of office on you, he wasn't
sure he'd ever be interested in being the President. I

L
s gﬁf

wonder if you could tell us whether if you had,to do over /Oﬁlﬂ
(:‘J" .‘Z,‘I

again you would work for the Presidency, and whether you

can recommend the job to others."

The President replied: "Well, the answer to the first

is 'yes' and to the second is 'no' -- I don't recommend it

to others, at least for a while."
" . Kenredy s ' ’
Pr{s- JCM.‘! (i m'i A A.erwv £=u~ I Cf//ﬂh.[ e 'g:da,‘/ it Pl e /‘,,,_o' »

. /
-‘[frv_ﬂsi:c]’errt--Ke.nnedﬂy_.lxzu.wa\d—Massacshue;e.t.t.s.__a.s._rnu.c:.l:L_a.::‘,._~
hé/iqved—laughteifj'ft—is—fitting‘that~thi3wbeauti£uLf
' Hbrary; dedicated—to—his fiemory; has-been-built..here.on

kBostbﬁfHaf56f7~not—£a;—£fem—where*he*WEs*born~and_gducareda

ﬂ-andnfipstmelected—towpublic—officez,
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Egpd~a‘library’iS"an“especTarly‘fitting“memorial to

' this-particular President: " For a library is“a-temple-to

——————

*.the,study—offhistory;mand”JéﬁﬁwKéﬁﬁédy*was*notmoniywa

f%makermofmhistony~butwa~writepmeﬁ~it;] >

Srre Lot d
His fame as an author of books[?tesageé]his-fame as

Scta c\ . .
an author of events. He @}ed—to—saY{thag]he had few

apprehensions about how his Presidency would fare in history,

" because he planned to write that history himself.

To our loss, we will never read the books he would

Q.have written. His death impoverished not only statecraft

" but literature as well. But in this building, .th& work of

.‘reflection and evaluation Eb~which'he"had"looked«forwar%}

" will thrive.

PresidentIKennedy understood the past and respected

S/Xnt’) ]
-its[bold]on the future. Yet he was very much a man of his

time. The first President born in this century, he embodied
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the ideals of a generation as few public figures have ever
L. Sa 4 » ;5
- done. He summoned(hls—ceaa%PYZout of Lhejcomplacency'éf

@:the~$95alsﬂ and set it on a path of excitement and hope.

(géé]Presidencyi£§o—eguei}y—e&%—effE}was too short for

Ty
ath 1

" him to finish the\manyjtasks he set for hlmself.‘kyeg_fﬁe

] e <t S T S ,-( d N PG bl,Q /H /
-k accompllshments of hlS thousand days were)Qgry greatj We

.v,_“\l‘.muy.‘, P L

7

A R Cociepie ’///."'
i honor him not just for the things he(éaw—%e—cempietion—in

. £hthe—time‘he—ha@L but even more for the things he set in

'*:motlon, the energies he released, the ideas and ideals he
: ;- (els’//"a ‘C:-//
Zencouraged.

‘ l ) | ~lﬂD o uwn dr “ ¢ Jar d 1. r

President Kennedytgame—to]offlceﬂﬁommltted—%e—ehange.

‘7/1’4 74&}144( ? socsef’ 4”‘/86&»»4/( /ﬁ te/Ceo

He—understeoé}thatiﬁ&mes-we&é}changlng and that the Nation

" would have to change with them. "Change is the law of
life;"'he once said. "And those who look only to the past

or the present are certain to miss the future."[%g—saw—the

35 coming—transtormation of national—and—international-life,



a Etoctiostotto 089 iﬁ
{;@rf ﬁf\ﬁyﬁiﬁ/fwl J,Jil{i;: ;

ani]ﬂe had a vision of how America could meet and master

the forces of change he saw around him.

President Kennedy entered the White HoUse[}ith_a
L/ ,‘5/;'/07(/’
C.ona/ 1H1 € Code

conv&e%&eq&that rac1al discrimination was morally
_ afi

indefensible. @owand_the—eaé—eé—h%s—%ifé% that conviction

:
A"‘n ! ol lnta—

 .became a passion -- a passion thatARobert,Kennedy%shared

"and carried forward.

"Eés—a—nat%ve—of—thé—Se&%h, I saw at first hand how

"moral leadership 65 the Kennedy Admiﬁistration helped undo

' the wrongs that grew out of our history. Today,[as—we—st;ive

?{te—evereome—%he~L&ngee+ng_e££ects—e£—past_d;scn1m4nat;ont}
; P(o blm

3 ‘t:he-‘%4]'_::e&;J&r-mii&of human rights(?neb%emﬁgin the United States

: :< rA,ﬂZwT  Segal
1K, s—ehtéteqifrom inequality of rlghts to inequality of

opportunity. But the moral imperative remains.

* _ ouv _
President Kennedy sought to movelﬁmefieaq/foreign‘

S ) R a
'pg};cy beyond[}tsepreoccnpafieﬁ—witﬁﬂ§ﬂ~iﬁefeasinglgﬂstetile
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.Cold War. He never failed toEdnaé;the—ééstinetien—betweeé}
11berty and, tyranny, yet he saw very clearly that[;n—the
V\u_(_lczu\_

spheEe—eé—ﬂueiear—weapGHSfythe threat of%mutuaijdestructlon

_ ,é/c t/arvace
had created the need for mutual accomodation. [The—a%ternatlye,

Ajd;u_f/ /a__f.//r".f
‘as—he-warned;—weuld—be to Turn| the world into "a prison in

.which man awaits his executioner."

" A ber-
o G@hen‘Presadent_xenneéyhahﬂeuneedlthe—51gning-of—the

L wiaia ﬁfM-é’”
' nuclear test ban treatyAeé 1963, he voiced the hope -- though

» ‘he dared not yet voice the prediction -- that there would

: forno_c/ﬁ(/ "
Eﬁuuuaﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂbe controls on the numbers and types of nuclear

C.Ceen.

,armaments. Sixteen years later, the SALT II treaty‘has
rﬂJ.ec.vv\

redeemeé}that hope. 1Its ratification will be a further

;:fulfillment of the hopes of all humanity.

lv[éresident*Kennedy*saw*that—for‘peaCE‘tO“fiﬁurishT~§a.
—

-

X : ‘. //

must trade. His Trade Expan51onﬂ’gt~1aunched the successful
. i ' P .«""’/ . EJ //‘f 2 7 & Ao

round of;frégg,negot;atlons that bore his name[ With the
8 .‘_“( “ /,) _"v_ R i . S .

-
,‘,f

Trade-Agreemenfs AcE“of“1979fywe*Hav€”taken another-long-
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President Kennedy alsoE@ay]that the future of freedom
'Eﬁ;the.Wesgkwould be &nqreasingliﬁbound up with social,

- .political and economic justice in what has since become

known as the Third World.

bo/d
One ,expression of this was the Peace Corps -- which,

"with its combination of activism, idealism and adventure,

summed up so many of John Kennedy's virtues. [}n—thts:anﬂ

. ..4.--‘
b . ——
SR , e

e
in other ways, Presidentﬂggnnedyﬂﬁut the United States

,‘fbrmI?zg;:;;;—side—efﬂdemocracy7—d€v§I6§ﬁént*and‘neformZ]

[éy-%he—begtnntng—of-the—pfeseﬁt—deea&e——our—government
Thela corers hrend
, had_sllpped_away_ﬁrem—that—eemm&tmentx I am proud that[g%ﬂ

o o V/?”"“"“7 o £
has now been,renewed --—and—that—ftﬂts—vrgorouslynexpnesseé}

through American support for human'rights,éﬁmexieaé]encouragement

N
auns

of democratic reforms, and[émenicaﬁ}efforts to help meet

,the bgsic human needs of the world's'poorest people.
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'Like every President who hopes to leave the world a

‘bgtterfplace than he found it, President Kennedy chafed

act.

“under the limits of his power toiépeed—the—ehanges~he-kﬂew

‘" second year in office, "There are greater limitations upon

- our ability to bring about a.favorable result than I had
F&Lsu/a{, G o Ae shando s an <

.. imagined." Yet President Kennedy(Eemained7~an§}nemains&}a

s prv & /N"h

4
 symbol of E—x—m;—t—l—ess] human &:os-s—*b-l-l—l-t—y}

Perhaps that is why%;when—he—wasﬂtaken—ffem—u§3 the

. ﬁ! l‘\,l"’(‘((“f fe. ) .
outpourlng of gr1ef Qpat—ia%}eweélhad such a special quallty. .fﬁ']

| Cu
[:—cause~PresTaeht Kenifiedy T'ived— h1s—itfe so*1ntensety-1 s o

'fend confronted us with the mystery of mortality and the

éyerlasting fragility of the hqun’ébnditioni]

[gé that terripl afternoon - fifteen years, eleven

b 7
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fbin Tokyo. More than anyone had realized before that day,

IS ;f‘//_ - .
'*hl ‘the‘sh;mmerlng_figuxe]of this young Amerlcan Pre31dent had

.taken hold of the hearts and imaginations of countless

millions throughout the world?i

rights, in medical care for the aged, in(the_fight_inéﬁ

greater dignity for the poor -- Eﬁ%4#muwgiumi_man¥_other
: o - _ )
1area%2>his vision has been carried into reality with the

" help of a united Congress and people.

L

Qle.ca'd.e - O/’H
[%etfthe{éozenmyearsfaffefjgf€§THEHEYKEHHEHY*S“death

/1/)’ 5/64/4

he tragedy in Dallas seemed an 1solated convu151on of

Wiac{vw.sS

[gpreasoﬂ Envthe_generai%y—tranqa&%—aspeet—oﬁ—ou;_nataenal
é . hear”

l.x,f.el ut 1n retrospect it appears@the beginning of a
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~time of darkness. From Vietnam toI?attei}E14MLles—Ange4es

te—#emphiei}from Kent State to Watergate, the American
L epirit suffered under one shock after anotherE;on;_a
Kennedy.--had-broeught—-to—govetnment—seemed--no--longer-welecome

’ _)’a(‘; yod J"
the%%, and the confidence of our people &aeﬁdeeply shaken.

we .
_¥ have undertaken a solemn commitment to[he&é}heal

those wounds, (}s—John—FT“KEﬁﬁea?*3—cUmpafffff:iff:fififfég;,

I have struggled to restore te’the’g;estEEEY of the United

"
'States the 1deals Qﬁwdecency, honor and service which must
o
-

-

A e '
distingUish the government of a Iree peopieé}

WCC,L'

‘I belleve that Amerlca is now ready to taekle the

jchailehéee eg.the 1980s with :eneﬁed'confidence.and a

“eﬁreshed‘spirit.

'szhose'ehallenges, of course, are not the same as those

Ja 7 943
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:the oval Offlce[}eeks—jﬁst—as—rt—dt{]when John F. Kennedy

.V b '
‘sat. behind it) JBut the problems that land on that desk
- iu’ﬂ’ ‘

are,different.

President Kennedy was right: change is the law of life.

The world of 1980 ‘is bz‘e-py—d#e;ent_from—-eh&t—of—}960-r—a-}mes-t\-]
S:'rw-— ‘(».A\ "L (G6 0 .
ﬂ“as different, as the world of 1960 was from that of 1940.

I prov'€

'_Q'Our‘efforts to shape that world must be different as well.

\

‘After a decade of high inflation and Qrowing oil imports,
Qur economic cup no 1ongerlruns over. Because of inf;ation,
fiécaijrestraint is no longer a maeeer of ideological
éreference but of simple public dnty; We,cen no longer
ﬁekeipredqceivity, investnent er innovation for granted.

We can no longer rely on a rlslng economic tide to lift

) he boats of the poorest in our soc1ety:’/’j_~

We have a keener appreciation of limits -- the limits

Ym' 4’“’7
of government.@gsdom_at_homa the limits of‘}men;c;ﬂ power
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abroad; the limits of human ability to manipulate without

harm a natural environment we now see as a delicate and

balanced whole,.

We are struggling with the profound transition from
growf
a time of abundance to a time ofdscarcity in energy.
We are only beginning to learn the new habits, and to
acquire the new technologies, that will carry us to a
future age of clean, renewable energy.
And we face these problems at a time when centrifugal
£ d eer /o/ he 5/!5”7 //2“"'
forces in our society,-- forces of regionalism, of ethnicity,

of narrow economic interest, of single-issue politics --

are testing the resiliency of American pluralism,

The problems are different; the solutions, none of

:

them easy, are different as well.l But in this age of hard

choices and scarce resources, the essence of President

*This bracketed insert is optional if you wish to approach
the position of Stu and Lloyd Cutler as outlined in Draft B-3.
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Kennedy's message -- the appeal forlunselfish dedication
to the common good -- is more urgent than ever. The
spirit he evoked -- the spirit of sacrifice, of patriotism,
of unstinting dedication -- is the same spirit that will

bring us safely through the adversities we face.

‘f)fe— Y] CJG.V\ "‘:

With each era, with eachiédminis%;atigq, the tasks
before us change. @}d_solutionsﬂgive~rfse-to*new*probiems,
or‘uncover-problemgﬁlgngmneglectedgi Yet the overarching

purpose of the Nation remains the same?: @hat purpose is

do fo.id

the building og}a just society, in an America living in

\ m&iaﬁpeace§ép§y%gcuritzjwith the other countries of the world.

/’7 o él‘--/
The library we dedicate today is a\token, above all,
oLt . f/lf S /' (7;1’1 {( e ’;’i 11: o PEEA i '7"""/
of that unchanging purpose. Through it the example of
keop

President Kennedy will take its high place in the hearts
of many generations of Americans. {%hewmillionswwho—enterum
here-will-hear-John-Kennedy say; 1 "thé words-of. his_favorite

poet., _Rchert Frost: -
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They would not figd me changed

was true:]
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& Tohn 7.

Members and friends of the(Kennedy/Family:

Lazaiy

for Presemyasion ‘? i
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I am honored to be here,on this.occasion at once

so solemn and so joyous: the dedication of the John F. Kennedy

Library. Like a great cathedral, this building was a long time

coming, But it more than justifies the wait. Its grace and

dignity are worthy of the man whose memory it will nurture.

——

A—library—has-a-..special _meaning--in-a-nation—committed
, Lu “, ‘i'“‘

to—freeéem—and—truth Thls*rep051tory of facts and ideas &%

e g whnboreet

/ecord of dreams and the reallzatlon of them 2 w111 feed

\“\

ibie. f(zw-fg [ s Garad /,«
history with a permanence‘@h&eﬁ\In America will not be

1

threatened by succeedlng polltlcal regimes which mlght fear

//?w//g .

7/6’:14
4

</W e e 1)1‘/15-.‘1w C’p,f‘/ﬂ/j/ lcﬁd/ly.\ v C 7!/‘ /V,[,,,/y }ch/’f

//r"j [//, bl Ao

the=trwth. This is,especially. s&gntf&eant—to John Kennedy /rv

Ae

whe was not only a maker of history, but a writer of it.



.For;é#émplé;:at:a press conference in March,:1962,
‘he was,askéd this two-part question: "Mr; President, yQur
brother Ted said recently on television that after seeing
the caresiof office on you, he wasn't sure he'd ever be
interested in being the Presiden;. I wonder if you couid tell
us whether if you had it to do overﬂagain you would work
for the Presidency, and whether you cap recommend thevjob

to others."

'Thé_Prééidentwreplied: "Well, the answer to the first
is 'YeS?faﬁd-toﬁthe'seCOhd is 'no' -- I don't recommend it

to others, -at least for -a while."



he loved that best of all.
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I never met him, but I know that John Kennedy loved\\\\

politics; he loved laughter; and when the two came together, P
2%

,74/4 /o P 2 A Here 21’%/
o o

{vn Tt onle J i

Fow L AL el fﬁ.>("
iV e {r//
President Kennedy' s/w1sdom is certalnly relevant

Qo een |

in=our own_time. -

His fame as an author of books foretold his fame
as an author of events. He said he had few apprehensions
about how his Presidency would fare in history, because

he planned to write that history himself.

To our loss, we will never read the books he would have

written. His death impoverished not only statecraft but

o —— e

l.J[w(L'I L—(’ \ Tfuz.

literature as well. But in this bulldlng, his ant1c1pated)work
i/

of reflection and evaluation¢@ill thrive.
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President Kennedy understood the past and respected
SAﬂfIV‘f 4—
its[%%amp—eﬁ]the future. Yet he was very much a man of his
time. The first President born in this century, he embodied
the ideals of a generation as few public figures have ever

done. He summoned our nation out of\it% complacency and

set it on a path of excitement and hope.

The accomplishments of his thousand days were admirable,

"rt;mlfz'\

(Euﬁ}his Presidency was too short for him to finish all the mény
tasks he set for himself. We honor him not just for the

things he completed, but even more for the things he set

in motion, the energies he released, the ideas and ideals

he birthed)espoused/)encouraged.

President Kennedy took office understanding that the

<

texture of social and economid life was changing and that the

.
nation would have to change with them. "Change is the law of

life," he once said. "And those who look only to the past or

the present are certain to miss the future." He had a vision
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of how America could meet and master the forces of change he

saw around him.

President Kennedy entered the White House convinced that
racial and religious discrimination was morally indefensible.
Later that conviction became a passion -- a passion that his

brother Robert shared and carried forward.

//f @ L;,r enace)

I saw at first hand how moral leadership of the Kennedy
Administration helped undo the wrongs that grew out of our
r}d)//'z’n J ’
,history. Today the problem of human rights in the United States

is shifting from inequality of legal rights to inequality of

opportunity. But the moral imperative remains.

President Kennedy sought to move our foreign policy

e stenldy 4 The.

beyond{é—stexilg)Cold War. He never failed to uphold liberty

and condemn tyranny; yet he saw very clearly that the threat of
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of nuclear destruction had created the need for mutual
"

accodgdation. He warned against turning the world into a

'*prison in which man awaits his executioner."

When the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty was signed in 1963,
he voiced the hope -- though he dared not yet voice the
prediction -- thgt there would somedéy be controls on the
numbers and types of nuclear armaments. Sixteen years later,
the SALT II Treaty can redeem that hope. Its ratification

will be a further fulfillment of the hopes of all humanity.

President Kennedy also knew that the future of
freedom would be increasingly bound up with social, political
C

and economid justice in what has since become known as the

Third World.

srU’V‘

V! '
One bold expression of this,was the Peace Corps --

N Y . . . . . . .
whic, with its combination of activism, idealism and adventure,

summed up so many of John Kennedy's virtues.
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I am proud that this commitment has now been vigorously
and Thad Aumenica  owce (L/‘-a-,'ﬂ bosde aul Lew Koo

» renewed/Egrougthmericanwsupport ~~~~~ for human..rights,--encouragement-
/-o b, 7 y A2 ad Py e S 4_,-;( PP N o0 L Sre of 7 c.e/(:A.«/

of democratic.reforms,..and..our efforts to help meet the

. pﬂ(..,.,l /:f,,/ ’a JAc %l ad -/o/_

basic_human“needsmofwthewworld‘S‘poorestmpeople]

Like every President who hopes to leave the world a
better place than he found it, President Kennedy chafed under
the limits of his power to act. As he put it dﬁring his second
year in office, "There are greater limitations upon our ability
to bring about a favorable result than I had imagined."

He Lccamw, dond he rtvne.wa

Yet President Kennedy persisted, @ndhhemsxands—today—aé}a

symbol of human aspiration.

Perhaps that is why the outpouring of grief at his

death had such a special quality.é People wept in Boston and

Pd Vs | A /{;”/4 . ' S-OM '%.—@1—zarr(,.o And 1A

-

in At}anta, in Paris and in Warsaw, inANew Dehli,@@d—én—ngyél
More than anyone had realized before that day, the spirit of

this young American President had taken hold of the hearts and

imaginations of countless millions throughout the world,



En@cﬁmﬁéatac Copy Mado
for Preservation Purposss

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

O Hay 7. m/w/»/ 24'/
%;4 ;/ /e gty L f o 2

" %J/a g z‘/m )’m sin Pl . P e,
. ‘/J %ﬁ /c/ 2e/ > %f‘»;t -
| o e /a/o.éﬁ- A %/Wu
e , s 7 P
ot '/o 7’7 ’ /"'(/ﬁzgf‘, )
st s A s /,,/ D o,
aree” A/xza | / & ,/,

74 -‘ ST SV S
?/ 2Ll /

T LOl (J-f %/ FEL oz 5’4/ |

- Wc//"'\—
i) Bedig e TEC <7

Znd /Kp,r A /w& L (7Zv =
%/ Y '/// / . lff/;ze/‘f/ A / |
/z/ //0’ /’r’/ /fzr/ _ S s
//Ca/ou;‘ .
Z /Mff)rf&/’ ,/f/ 7/£7 -’Tffff(’é /
Pl gel, oS
: //// ///,,rc P PP oe A,

/ /}, 7/ ////ﬁm_a f//n/f‘c
Trr /(/-fmxz..é',_, Lot SHE =




_D(} fn"F
an the years that followed;‘in civil rights, in medical
care for the aged, in greater dignity for the poor -- his vision
weo

las been] carried into reality with the help of a united

Congress and people.

At the timgﬂ@f—hﬁs—ée&tﬁz the tragedy in Dallas seemed

an isolated convulsion of madness, But in retrospect it

appears near the beginning of a time of darkness. From Vietnam

#‘Owlt Z‘o! /Jnrl.,Ce/ J,o MF"NLP,\;«I‘

to Cambodia, ,from Kent State to Watergate, the American spirit

suffered under one shock after another, and the confidence of

Lo

our people[%eemed—te~béldeeply shaken.

We have undertaken a solemn commitment to heal those

af lowp laof The dankneer Kas bepesis So L7,

wounds, andAI believe that America is now ready to meet the

challenges of the 1980s with renewed confidence and a refreshed

spirit.
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TQ&Se challenges, of course, are not the same[?s_thesé]
i Geeafion afo
that confronted usA@n_Laéaz The carved desk in the Oval Office

is the same as when John F. Kennedy sat behind it, but the

problems that land on that desk are quite different.

President Kennedy was right: change is the law of life.
The world of 1980 is as different from that of 1960y as the world
of 1960 was from that of 1940. Our efforts to improve that

world must be different as well.

After a decade of high inflation and growing oil imports,

our economic cup no longer runs over. Because of inflation,
SN
Lo Bece”

fiscal restraintAis4§w=&en9ei)a matter of %geoiogicat—preference
but-oélsimple_public duty. (We-ean—ne—ienger~take_praductinity,
igyes%meﬂt—ef—innovatienaﬁonwgranted?] We can no longer rely

on a rising economic tide to 1lift the boats of the poorest
» . 4_//'1'5(/?7
- / [
7% /?7&!1"/ %C“-r over. 4SS A > oy

in our society.
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We have a keener appreciation of limits -- the limits
e1t Hhe cefe

of government; the limits,of military power abroad; the limits

Oy 3171 @s- /ouﬂ% /-: r;7 ,[_o ou,.l;cp led
Ibf_humaneability-te—manipu&a%é]without harm,a natural

We are struggling with the profound transition from
a time of abundance to a time of growing scarcity in energy.
We are only beginning to learn the new habitsy and to acquire
the new technologies Fhat will carry us to a future age of

clean renewable energy.

And we face these problems at a time when centrifugal
- forces in our society and our political system -- forces of
regionalism, of ethnicity, of narrow economic interest, of
single-issue politics -- are testing the resiliency of
American pluralism.
/;)al/ e (Ers Tes o e /f//./‘// /‘?’ el s / :
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* "To those who in all times have sought truth and
have told it in their'art or in their 1living, who died in
honor . . . .

"To those who died in the high and humble knowledge of
God . . . .

"(T)o those who died ;n sorrow, and in kindness, and
in bravery; to those who died in violence suddenly . .

"(T)o those who died in the time of the joy of their

”
strength: . . . .

[?io—thos9“1iVin9~and“soon—to-die~who~tellwtruth”or

-

tell of truth, or who honorably seek to”Eéil, or who tell

the truths of others .M,f;”fﬁ

*Extracts from James Agee's own Dedication to his first book
of poems, "Permit Me Voyage."
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The problems are differ%t; the solutions, none of
them easy, are different as well. But in this age of hard
choices and scarce resources, the essence of President Kennedy's
. . . o
message -- the appeal for unselfish dedication to the comon
good -- is more urgent than ever. The spirit he evoked --
the spirit of sacrifice, of patriotism, of unstinting dedication --

is the same spirit that will bring us safely through the

adversities we face.

With each era, with each President, the tasks before

us change. Yet the overarching purpose of the nation remains

a Secur®™
the same: to build a just society, in anAAmerica living a%

in{éecurity—and*ai]peace with the other countries of the world.

The library we dedicate today is a symbol Epkgﬂ,-

'W\k"’ our
above all, of(éu;]unchanging purpose. Through @hé}study

Sevvice
here of his words and deeds, the example of President Kennedy

will keep its high place in the hearts of many generations of

Americans.



"To_those who _know-the~high—estate—of—art;—and“who
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=M¢mbefs;andfﬁriéhdé’bffthé:Family76f¢JOhn:F. Kennedy :

I am.honored fo'be here on this occasioh at once
so solemn and so joyops: the dedication of the John F. Kennedy
Library. Like a great cathedral, this building was a
long timé coming. But it more than justifieS'tﬁe wait.
Its grace and dignity are worthy‘ofrthe man whbSe ﬁeﬁory

it will hurture.

I never met him, but I know that John Kennedy loved
politics; he loved 1augh£e:;*and when the two came toéether,

he lovedxthat best of all. ~.

-For example;:at'q‘préSS,conference in March, 1962,

he was asked thiS'two-pafEfQﬁéstion: "Mr. President, your




brother Ted said-réceh£}§»on television that after-seeihg
the cares of office on you, he wasn't sure he'd ever be

intergstéd in beiﬁg]tﬁ\‘éﬁgsidéﬁf. fI’andé??if you could

tell us whether if you had it to"do over again you would

‘, N

work for the Presidency, ahdehethet?yOhlcan recommeﬁd the

job to others.”

The President replied: "Well, the answer to the first
is 'yes' and to the second is 'no' -- I don't recommend it to

others, at least for a while."”

President Kennedy's wit and wisdom is certainly still as

relevant as ever.

Thisrlibrary; Ehis repository of facts and ideas, will feed
history witﬁ>a“perménent record of‘thé dreams of John Kennedy and
the realiza;idn Qf‘them. In America the ;ecords of a g;eat
pdlitical ieaaéf;Wiliwnpt-be“threatenedby succeeding péiitical
regimes which'@fghﬁi?éa? tﬁ§§?ffor/wgiare ; nation commi#ﬁed

to freedom and'the~purSui£”of:trﬁth;',A library is‘an‘éépécially



<y,

P7223

fitting tribute té”Johp:Kéhﬁédy;‘for he was not only a maker

of history, but;afWrﬁterLOfiit.',

Hisyfamé;aslahgddfhorgbfvbodks\fbretéldghis-fame‘as
an'auth6f}éf events. He said“Hephad“feﬁ)éﬁﬁféhénSibhsH

about”how-his_Ptésidency%wouidnfare in history, because he

planned to write that history himself.

To our loss, we will never read the books he would have
written. His death impoverished not only statecraft but
literature as well. But in this building, the work of

reflection and evaluation which he anticipated will thrive.

President Kennedy understood the past and respected

its shapingﬁof the'fu£uré; Yet he was very much a man of his
‘ - , . _ .

time. Théﬁfifst‘Pthi@éntgbcrn'in this century,_heaembodied
the‘idealsﬁdf”éygénéréthmuésfewLpublichigures have ever done.

He summoned our :nation ‘out of complacency and set it on' a

path of excitement and hope}V
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Theiaccompliéhmenﬁs'offhié’thousand days were admirable,

though his Presidengnyéslfgbﬁshoft for him to finish all the -

many ta$ks'hegéethéfﬁﬁimSeifL‘;We;honor;ﬁim not just. for the

things.hé*COmpiéﬁe’ -bﬁtﬁevépijré:fdiffﬁépthings~ﬁé‘Set in

gt T

motion; thé'ghergiéthe*releasedffﬁhe'ideas and ideals he

espoused.

President Kennedy took office understanding‘thaf the
texture of social and economic life was changing and that
the nation would have to change with it. "Chapée'is the law
of life," he once said. . "And‘thoée‘who,lbok‘only to the past
or the present are certain to miss the future." He had a vision
of how Ameﬁica cQuIdsmeet‘andrmasﬁer'the forces of change

he saw around him.

PréSident;Kehnédy,ente:edgfheﬁwhite House convinced

that racial'and~reliQiQﬁs diécrimination was morallylindéfénsible.
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Later that'conviction‘becémenaupaSsion--— a passion that

his brother Robert'Sh&fé@?épdfcar?iéd fqrward.

ST

'Asfa‘SoutﬂéfneffIﬂSéWﬁéﬁﬁfir§§héhdf‘héﬁ'mOral‘ieadership

‘of the KennedyAdmlnlstratlonhelped undothewronqs that
grew out;bf oﬁr"nation'srhistory. Today the'problem of human
rights in the.Uﬁited'States is shifting from inequality of

- legal rights to inequality of opportunity. But the moral

imperative remains.

President Kennedy sought to move our foteign policy
beyond the sterility of the Cold War. He never-failed to
: uphold\libefty anducondemn_tyranny; yet he éaw very ¢learly
thatthéfthreat'df nEc1é§r'desttuction had created the hegd
for mutu;i?aéégﬁﬁbaatibh;f:Hg;Qarﬂed’against tgrning thevworld

D

into "a prison in-which man awaits his executioner."
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When the Nﬁcleé£ Téétfﬁ%ﬂ T;eaty wés signed in 1963,
he voiced theuhépé‘—TﬁfﬁbQQ§:h; §ér¢d.not'ygt voice the
prediction - that there would someday be controls on the
numbérs>and£Y§ééﬁé£fﬁﬁé%;%ﬁ;éfmémé;t;} ¥si§£ééthéa?sC1ater,

'the'SAET‘II‘Tfeétyicaéffédéém"ﬁhét~h§pé; Itslratifiqétion

will be a further fﬁlfillment.of'the hopes' of éll humanity.

President Kennedy also knew that the future of
freedom would be increasingly bound up with social, political
and economic justice in what has since become known as the

Third World.

One bold expression of this vision was the Peace Corps --
which, with:itSVCOmbination of activism, idealism and adventure,

summed up’ so maﬁ}tbf'déhthgnnedy(s virtues.

s

I am?pfoua{thqﬁﬁthis'commitment has now been vigorQuSly

renewed an@fthétFAhericaféhge~again'holds out her hand to the

A
R

poor, the'silenced:and 6ppressed'of'every country in the world.
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Like évery'Presideht:whd;hbpes to leave the world a

better place than:hg'fbﬁ@d;it}:PtESident Kennedy chafed under

- the Iimits:of5ﬁ; *p6Wéfftd¥a¢t£ﬁrAéihgjpﬁt;it during his

second year 'in'office, "There are greater limitations upon

our abilitY‘to‘briﬁgQabout“a,faVOraBle"resuIt'phan I had
imagined." Yet President Kennedy persistéd. He became, and

he remains, a symbol of human aspiration.

Perhaps that is why the outpouring of grief at his

death had such a special quality.

On that November day almost 16 years égo a terrible
moment was frozen in time. T remember fhat I climbed doWn
frqm a tractor,;unhéqked:a'farm-trailer and walked intovmy
&grehouse?to‘wgi§h é;}9ad of?grain,_and was told by a‘grQup
of farmers ﬁ?aﬁ?ﬁhéfgféSiaént:héd_beeghshot. IVW¢ntroutside,

. knelt on~thé*été§s}faﬁd‘began to pray. In a few minutes
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I learned that he had not lived. It was a grievous personal
loss. My President. I wept openly, for the first time in
more than ten years -- for the first time since the day my
father died.

People wept in Boston and in Paris, in Atlanta and in
Warsaw, in San Francisco and in New Dehli. More than anyone
had realized before that day, the spirit of this young American
President had taken hold of the hearts and imaginations of

countless millions throuJBut the world.

During the years that followed =-- in civil rights,
in medical care for the aged, in greater dignity for the
poor -- his vision was carried into reality with the help of

a united Congress and people.

At the time, the tragedy in Dallas seemed an isolated
convulsion of madness. But in retrospect it appears near the

beginning of a time of darkness. From Vietnam to Cambodia,
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from Los Angeles‘tO;Memphis,.f:Qm'Kent State to Watergate,

the Ameriéan-$§i;i£fsuffered%ﬁndgr one shock after another,

and the confidence of ‘our people was deeply shaken.

2t

Wekha&é;ﬁpdéffakén ajSéleﬁnféoﬁﬁifméhfato heal those
wounds, andfat~lohg-1ast%the-darkness'héS'begun to lift.
I believe that America is now ready to meet the challenges

of the 1980s with renewed confidence and a refreshed spirit.

These challenges, of course, are not the same ones
that confronted us a generation ago. The carved desk in
the Oval Office is the same as when John F. Kennedy sat behind

it, but the problems that land on that desk are quite different.

Presidenthennedy was. right:  change is the law of life.

“The world of“lQBO”fs}aé different3from that of 1960 as the world

o

of 1960 was from that-of 1940. Our efforts to improve that

world must be d{ffe;eﬁtxas:well: -

e
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After a;décéde‘of.high[inflation and growing oil imports,
our'econOmic cupfﬂd;longer'rﬁné’ovér._,BecauseHOf inflation,

fiscal restraint has become a matter of simple public' duty.

. H t et A.;_
We .can: no’ longe

f&ély:onﬂairiSing;ecdhbﬁié{tidgfﬁéﬁ}iﬁt'the

boatsvof-the'pOOréstﬂinwour”sbciéty;"WéfmﬁStffocﬁs our

-

attention directly on them.

We have a keener appreciation of limits -- the limits
of government; limits on the use of military power abroad;
the limits on manipulating without harm to ourselves a

delicate and balanced natural environment.

We are struggling with the profound trénsition from
a-time‘of'abundance tb a time»offgrowing'scarcity in epergy.
We‘areonly'beginninglto'leéfﬁ the*new habits and to aééuire
the neyﬁﬁéchh§l¢giésitﬁétvﬁili carfyjusvto a-futurg age of

clean renewable energy.. =

Ch
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And we face t@és§%bf§blém§ at a time when centrifugal

forces in our society and-gur.political system -- forces of

regionalism, of ethnicity,:of narrow: econcmic interest,

of single-issue politics -= are testing the resiliency of

" American pluralism.
But we can ahd*we'Will'prevail.

The problems are different; the solutions, none of
them easy; are different as well. But in this age of hard
choices and scarce fesources; the essence of President Kennedy's
message -- the appeal for unselfish dedication to the common
good --'1is more‘urgent than ever. The‘spirit he evoked -
the spirit of sacrifice3 of patriotism, of unstinting dedication --
_is the same spirit that'will.bringjus safely through the

adversities we face.

Withveachie;aj with each ‘President, the tasks béfore

us“change. Yet,tﬁé~ovérarching‘purpCse of the nation remains



the same: xto_build a jpstlsodiety; in a secure America

living at'peacveith#the}o;h¢ﬁ ¢Quntries.Qf the world.

A L s

' ‘The library we'dedidate today-is

a“symbol, above all,

of tﬁat*ﬁnqhéﬂdiﬁéwbufpbéé{fiihrogéhf6utféﬁﬁﬁYﬁhére,of his

wordS’a@d;deedsy~thevservice*bf'ﬁrésident*Kenhedy~Will keep

its highhplaéé in’the'hearts of many generations of Americans.
This library may be dedicated with the words of a

poet from Tennessee, ‘a contemporary of the President whose

name the library will bear:

"To those who in“éll‘times have’soqght truth and
have told it in their-art-or'in their living, who died in
honor . . . .

"To thoéé}&h53died in the high and humble knowiedge
of God .« . . .

"(T)o:thOse&whovdi?dﬁinISCrrqw,v;nakin’kiﬁdness; and

in bravery; to'those~whojdied'in violence suddenly . . . .
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"(T)o those who diédfin.thettime of the joy of their

~ kennedy,

*Extracts from'JamesuAgeeTs'oWnﬁDedibaEion‘to his first book

of poems, "Permit Me Voyage."




