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UNITED STATES COORDIN ATOR 

FOR REFUGEE AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20520 

OClO!G) 
0 .:J I •,_, 

December 31, 1979 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 
yaf 

Victor H. Palmieri 

On December 27 I was sworn in as Ambassador-at-Large 
and United States Coordinator for Refugee Affairs by Chief 
Judge Robert Peckham of the Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit in San Francisco. The Senate had confirmed the 
appointment on December 19 after a hearing by the Foreign 
Relations Committee on December 18. 

Accordingly, on this date I have assumed responsibility 
from Matt Nimetz, who has been serving as Acting Coordinator. 

. I will depart on January 2 for an inspection tour of 
! \ relief operations in Thailand and refugee programs elsewhere 
\ in Southeast Asia, returning to Washington on or about 

January 21. In my absence, Deputy Coordinator George Barbis 
will be in charge. 

cc: Mrs. Carter 
Mr. Stuart Eizenstat 
Mr. Jack Watson 
!-1r. Arnie Hiller 
Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski 
Ambassador Henry Owen 
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