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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 11, 1980 

THE PRESIDENT 

ANNE WEXLER� �� 
STUART EIZENSTAT � 
JACK WATSON �u?� 

MEETING WITH INDIAN TRIBAL LEADERS 

Since 1978, Indian and Alaska Native tribal leaders have requested 
a meeting with you to discuss matters of special concern to the 
Indian community. However, this request has not been granted and 
you have only met with Chairman Peter MacDonald of the Navajos. 
We therefore would like to schedule this meeting with your 
participation in the last week of May. 

We would like to hold an extensive conference with briefings 
by the Departments of Interior, Energy, Labor, and Agriculture, 
culminating in your remarks and a brief question and answer 
session. The meeting would give us the opportunity to publicize 
our accomplishments in the area of Indian affairs, and for you 
to announce the formation of an interagency task force on the 
Rural Policy for American Indians and Alaskan Natives. Most 
importantly, you would be able to re-affirm your commitment to 
Indian self-determination. 

'• . 

By late May, 
';Presidential Personnel hopes to have a candidate for 

the post of Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs which you also 
could announce. Even if this position is not filled, to delay the 
meeting into the summer months would open us to the charge that the 
meeting is being held for purely political reasons and would diminish 
its positive impact throughout the Indian community. 

As thi.s meeting will require extensive consultation with tribal 
leaders, .. and preparation of briefing materials for you, we need 
an early scheduling of the date. If you approve this proposal, 
we will followup with Phil. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 11, 1980 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ANNE W�XLERV \• I 

STUART EIZENSTA� r::;fv� 
JACK WATSON � {{ /c:--_rr-:__ 

MEETING WITH INDIAN TRIBAL LEADERS 

Since 1978, Indian and Alaska Native tribal leaders have requested 
a meeting with you to discuss matters of special concern to the 
Indian community. However, this request has not been granted and 
you have only met with Chairman Peter MacDonald of the Navajos. 
We therefore would like to schedule this meeting with your 
participation in the last week of May. 

We would like to hold an extensive conference with briefings 
by the Departments of Interior, Energy, Labor, and Agriculture, 
culminating in your remarks and a brief question and answer 
session. The meeting would give us the opportunity to publicize 
our accomplishments in the area of Indian affairs, and for you 
to announce the formation of an interagency task force on the 
Rural Policy for American Indians and Alaskan Natives. Most 
importantly, you would be able to re-affirm your commitment to 
Indian self-determination. 

By late May, Presidential Personnel hopes to have a candidate for 
the post of Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs which you also 
could announce. Even if this position is not filled, to delay the 
meeting into the summer months would open us to the charge that the 
meeting is being held for purely political reasons and would diminish 
its positive impact throughout the Indian community. 

As this meeting will require extensive consultation with tribal 
leaders, and preparation of briefing materials for you, we need 
an early scheduling of the date. If you approve this proposal, 
we will followup with Phil. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 11, 1980 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ANNE WEXLER� (•r 
STUART EIZENSTA� t.Yftv 
JACK WATSON !) CV/t/.r/L-

MEETING WITH INDIAN TRIBAL LEADERS 

Since 1978, Indian and Alaska Native tribal leaders have requested 
a meeting with you to discuss matters of special concern to the 
Indian community. However, this request has not been granted and 
you have only met with Chairman Peter MacDonald of the Navajos. 
We therefore would like to schedule this meeting with your 
participation in the last week of May. 

We would like to hold an extensive conference with briefings 
by the Departments of Interior, Energy, Labor, and Agriculture, 
culminating in your remarks and a brief question and answer 
session. The meeting would give us the opportunity to publicize 
our accomplishments in the area of Indian affairs, and for you 
to announce the formation of an interagency task force on the 
Rural Policy for American Indians and Alaskan Natives. Most 
importantly, you would be able to re-affirm your commitment to 
Indian self-determination. 

By late May, Presidential Personnel hopes to have a candidate for 
the post of Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs which you also 
could announce. Even if this position is not filled, to delay the 
meeting into the summer months would open us to the charge that the 
meeting is being held for purely political reasons and would diminish 
its positive impact throughout the Indian community. 

As this meeting will require extensive consultation with tribal 
leaders, and preparation of briefing materials for you, we need 
an early scheduling of the date. If you approve this proposal, 
we will followup with Phil. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 11, 1980 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ANNE WEXLER� C�r 
STUART EIZENSTA� ;:;'f(i-'� 
JACK WATSON v?0/vr/� 

MEETING WITH INDIAN TRIBAL LEADERS 

Since 1978, Indian and Alaska Native tribal leaders have requested 
a meeting with you to discuss matters of special concern to the 
Indian community. However, this request has not been granted and 
you have only met with Chairman Peter MacDonald of the Navajos. 
We therefore would like to schedule this meeting with your 
participation in the last week of May. 

We would like to hold an extensive conference with briefings 
by the Departments of Interior, Energy, Labor, and Agriculture, 
culminating in your remarks and a brief question and answer 
session. The meeting would give us the opportunity to publicize 
our accomplishments in the area of Indian affairs, and for you 
to announce the formation of an interagency task force on the 
Rural Policy for American Indians and Alaskan Natives. Most 
importantly, you would be able to re-affirm your commitment to 
Indian self-determination. 

By late May, Presidential Personnel hopes to have a candidate for 
the post of Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs which you also 
could announce. Even if this position is not filled, to delay the 
meeting into the summer months would open us to the charge that the 
meeting is being held for purely political reasons and would diminish 
its positive impact throughout the Indian community. 

As this meeting will require extensive consultation with tribal 
leaders, and preparation of briefing materials for you, we need 
an early scheduling of the date. If you approve this proposal, 
we will followup with Phil. 


