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CONFIDENTIAL

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

April 20, 1977

The Vice President
Hamilton Jordan
Frank Moore

The attached was returned in the
f . President's outbox and is forwarded

il to you for your confidential infor-
: i : ' mation.

Rick Hutcheson

Re: Minimum Wage
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

april 20, 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: RAY MARSHALL K_QW

SUBJECT: Minimum Wage

In accordance with your instructions, I have explored the
minimum wage question with Lane Kirkland. These discussions
lead to the following conclusions:

1. The AFL-CIO is not willing to agree at this
time to a minimum wage below that contemplated
by the original Dent bill -~ $2.85 and indexing
at 55 percent. George Meany seems to be the
main cause of inflexibility.

2. The AFL-CIO has made the minimum wage and labor
law reform their main legislative objectives.
They are particularly concerned about the
level of indexing and are willing to abandon
this concept this year rather than accept
50 percent.

3. Because of the high priority they assign this
issue, they are forming a coalition of minorities
and women to build public and Congressional
support for their objectives.

4. The AFL-CIO has talked with Congressman John Dent
about his willingness to advocate a minimum wage
of 52 percent of straight time average hourly
earnings ($2.65 on July 1) and indexing at 55 per-
cent thereafter. They are not willing to accept
his position.
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Lane seemed less rigid on this matter than
George Meany and wanted to talk with Meany
before giving us their final position.
However, Lane left for Austria and assigned
Tom Donahue the task of talking with Meany
and reporting back to me. Donahue will
report back to me today (Wednesday, April 20)
and I will report immediately to you.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM TO: THE PRESIDENT / éoe/
(e

FROM: Jack Watson
Jane Frank April 19, 1977
RE: Mike Blumenthal's Senate Briefing on

the Economic Aspects of the Forth-
coming Summit Meeting

We are transmitting the attached from Mike on
the captioned subject for your information. It has
been approved by Henry Owens, Zbig and Bob Strauss.
Bert Lance, Charlie Schultze and Stu have no comment.
Jim Schlesinger has been too tied up to focus on it

but his staff believes he will have no comment.

Attachment
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY : :
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April 20, 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT:

RAY MARSHALL { R

* Minimum Wage

In accordance with your instructions, I have explored the
minimum wage question with Lane Kirkland. These discussions
lead to the following conclusions: '

< 98

The AFL-CIO is not willing to agree at this
time to a minimum wage below that contemplated
by the original Dent bill -- $2.85 and indexing
at 55 percent. George Meany seems to be the
main cause of inflexibility.

The AFL-CIO has made the minimum wage and labor
law reform their main legislative objectives.
They are particularly concerned about the

level of indexing and are willing to abandon
this concept this year rather than accept

50 percent.

Because of the high priority they assign this
issue, they are forming a coalition of minorities
and women to build public and Congressional
support for their objectives.

The AFL-CIO has talked with Congressman John Dent
about his willingness to advocate a minimum wage
of 52 percent of straight time average hourly
earnings ($2.65 on July 1) and indexing at 55 per-
cent thereafter. They are not willing to accept
his position. : :
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Lane seemed less rigid on this matter than
George Meany and wanted to talk with Meany
before giving us their final position.
However, Lane left for Austria and assigned
Tom Donahue the task of talking with Meany

and reporting back to me. Donahue will

report back to me today (Wednesday, April 20)
and I will report immediately to you.



