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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

3598 

CGNFIQENTIAL June 12, 1980 

MEMORANDUM FOR DOUG HURON 

FROM: Christine Dodson 

SUBJECT: Secretary Duncan's Memo of June 10 (U) 

As you may know, the NSC has already held one PRC meeting 
on the subiect of Secretary Duncan's memo at which time 
the NSC asked that a full range of options and further 
analysis be prepared for another PRC meeting. The general 
question is to be discussed at tomorrow's foreign affairs .� 
breakfast. Secretary Duncan's memo endorses the Smith 
proposal in general terms before the President has been 
given any analysis of the issues and options. We note 
the ommission of input from CEQ. (C) 
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THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20585 

June 10, 1980 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Charles W. Duncan, Jr. 

SUBJECT: Ambassador Smith's 
Initiatives � 

... I understand you will shortly be considering guidance for 
Gerry Smith's proposed European and Japanese explorations on 
improving the nonproliferation regime. I strongly support 
authorizing Ambassador Smith to move forward expeditiously with 
his proposed explorations. (� 

.. �--· 

In order to get the most effective regime, we should be willing 
to authorize on a more predictable basis, the reprocessing of 
U.S.-origin spent fuel and use of the resulting plutonium in 
specified breeder and advanced reactor research, development, 
and demonstration programs. I believe domestic reaction would 
be manageable and the approach would require no change in law. (lS;,) 

I believe it will be important to obtain meaningful concessions 
from our allies in return for liberalizing our nuclear supply 
policies. I therefore endorse the approach outlined in 
Ambassador Smith's memorandum, whereby the U.S. will seek 
assurances regarding the deferral of thermal recycle, caution 
in the construction of new reprocessing plants, greater coopera
tion among nuclear supplier countries, and other measures to 
strengthen the international nonproliferation regime. (�) 

I further believe that the proposed consultations should be 
conducted in an exploratory, low key fashion, and that specific 
proposals should be referred back for your approval. (�) 
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