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.tENERAL 

TilE WHITE HOUSE 
Jl/� 

WASillNGTON 

August 14, 1980 

Dear Mr. Palmer: 

On behalf of President Carter, thank you 
for your recent letter and a �opy of the 
sermon entitled "The Mission of America." 
Your continued support is appreciated. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

b.� (}fevyL 
Susan S. Clough 

Personal Secretary/Assistant 
to the President 

Mr. R� Martin Palmer, Jr. 
Library Place 
21 Summit Avenue 
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740 
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F4:r, <M 4k JZ;LUUt � � QA.{_ w.Jeu) �& tv .M� . 
Lo.e IJ€-4.. Wilt � acfawCAJiuffctf. 

R. MARTIN PALMER, .j{;- (/f( yO 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

LIBRARY PLACE 

21 SUMMIT AVENUE 

HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21740 

{301) 790-0640 

August 11 1980 

The Honorable President Jimmy Carter 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear President Carter: 

At .this time of questioning of our nation's resolve 
and indecision on the part of our electorate and even some 
misguided members of Congress, you are to be congratulated 
for keeping you wagon hitched to the guiding star of the 
lofty ideals upon �vhich this nation under God was founded. 

May I respectfully proffer that in the upcoming 
election what our nation needs most is nota debate over the 
usual partisan issues but a challenge to unity and going 
forward with your vision and purpose for this ship of state, 

For your edification, I am taking the liberty of 
enclosing a copy of a sermon entitled "The Nission of 
America" delivered by Reverend Jefferey Newlin of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Hagerstown on the fourth of July. 

Very sincerely and respectfully, 

R, Hartin Palmer, Jr, 

n11p: ldc 

Enclosure 
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Scripture Lessons: 

"THE MISSION OF AMERICA .. 

by Jeffrey Newlin 

July 6, 1980 

Jainea 2:!-13 
Luke 12:16 -23· 

God said to Abraham, "Go fr:om you country and your kindred 

and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And 

I will mak� of you a gr��t n a tion , and I wilL bless you, arid make 

your n�me src�t, so th.•t you will be a blessing. I will bless 

those �.,rho bless you, and him who curses you I will cur.se: and by 

you u.ll the f2.milies o;t: the enrth shall bless themselves ... 

With this pro mise cane the birth of a greQt nation - the Kingdom 

of Israel. Hith this promise also carne the birth of another 

gr<�:·t n at i on , our own nil'tion - for their Wus no doubt in the minds 

of our e�rly Puritan settlers th�t they were called to a new 

wilderness to be a new Israel� to be a holy experiment for the 

benefit ot. 

Governor to-

drawing up a covenant 

for the Mussachu.setts Bay Colony aboard the Arbella �rote, 

"We shall find thot the God of Israel is.among u:;; • •  For we must 

consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill, the c�cs of all 

:-eoj::ile are upon us." il!irlld '"l!V'Jen From the beginning, l\mcricc:ns 

.... ��� � ......... r ... t ..... ,.,, r..� . ..s,� ... "",.. 
assumed thi'.lt t,_ey had a mission to the world i\ &'18metHnem' � 

could take t\o�o forrnp .. 

4.J """ ���� 
primarily

A
aa a beacon 

'rhis t-1ission 

There was the mission which s2w itself 

of liberty 1::c'Urt.B2 w� lillll M!!>l& 
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.be free as well, and there was the mission which took more 
.3- ��acliJA 

direct� ac �ion in liberating tha oppressed. The first type of 

mission trusted that the power of our exam!'le alone wou ld, as 

John Adams wrote, guarantee, •the illumination of the ignor an � 

and the emancipation of the slavis h c�rt of man�ind ove all the 
·noc,...J.J.:.�� �� r�-sr-/>f."'-"�4•1ft�-4'"'lfO'JI'!",.._.�J . 

earth ." Uft�il t�e �lerto�e day wheft freedom �prea� te all the 
II 

n-a�iaas, the IIcited Stat'iiliiv\>10Hld cotltitU.lQ 4U1 atl "assylum·for the 

opprosaeEi: drnwing to lt�reel£ t1'1o ti:red, th" poor 1 the hud· 1 ed _ 

rna s >'il• :·Q j rning to be £:ree a 

The second tvpe of mission was no less il1ealistic. Ji� uae 

forc.,badolelQQ iR l'AOP39 .Teffer..ooR' a ··prc'J0se of I oui.aiaRa ..,.,g.. ;iu:a;::. I . . . 

_:::t:::r found d:xpress.ion in Andrm.; J ackson ' s deten'!lin<lti·:·n to "extend 

the u'-"eC1 of freedom." It characterized much of the th::_nking 

beh' nd the foreign mission of our churches .J.nd it Wi1S refl-ected 

in President McKinley's decision to annex the Philippines. 

In President �lcKinley•s words, "There was nothi.nq left fcr·us to 

do but to take them all and to educate the F'lipinos and u�lift 

and civiiize and c::ris.tianize them and by God's gruce do the 'very 

best "''e cou l d by them, as o·1r fellow men for \<:hom Chri:.t olso died." 

America was born out of this idea lism, it flo·•rishcd under 

it - this call to serve the other nations of the \:orld. But where 

h�s that idealism gone today ?  

our confidence in our our ability to model ('ov·,:::-nmcnt to other 

ni:ltions has been shaken by the sh<'me we feel for �L--ter.<J te i!nd 

other political scandal;, by our dr op in pr od uctivi t y , the fall of 
i" � � '-;fie>. 

our currency, ond by th� �pectre of continued rncinl strile� 

And the wind has really been taken out of our s<'ils in t�'rms of 

our lib r · r ation efforts on bohalf of othe:r countries. :-re thouC)ht 
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we were serving them:· but they•ve accused us o£ s·ervinq nobody 

but ourselves. ·�ou aren·'t our servants'� they say, "You•re our 

masters. You're more ccncerned with stablo markets for your 

business a�d industry. - which enables you to dominate us and rob 

our wealth from us - than you are with the s pread of true freedom." 

I believe th l:lt most Americana would like to thirik that t� ·\cy • re 

benevolent toward the nations of the \'lorld. They'd like to think·· 

th[t they 're admired and a ppreci a ted . Th�t•s why it's come as a 

hard blow to our egos to lcorn that in r.1 ost of the countries of 
� cllv-:-J � 

t is \·JOrld we :-�re distaincd as op·· ressrs and not
" 

liber-ators. 

We've been humiliated; 

countries ·w:· �- ch are Wi'.ry of 

by Victnnm, by Iran, by third 
J 

'(\�If\ 
our 

�
ben ign intentions, and b"�' the 

nl0ofness of our own allie�. We've been humi l ' . ated - and humiliati� 

i�n • t  somethtng we're used to benring. The ruesti n is: what �re 

\·:e going to do \vith thilt humiliation'l I'm srry to s:·y t!pt I sec 

a movement of stubbornness and defi nan ce in �uch of our country. 

"If they th:.nk that can push us arc und , we'll show th em. :rc1ll 

build up our ursenals until no one can tooch un. We'll dominnte 

the world economy to m�ke sur� no Arab or South hrn(·�icnn or African 

robs us of Ol�r standard of liv ing. 

If this defiance becomes our resp· .nse to the humil i iltio)1 we 

feel we m i ght as well say bye-bye to the idealism of freedom :  ilnd 

. 
. 

� . 
service on Hhich th is nati.on was built. lie were nu.ive, that's all. 

>��Itt t., . . 
:'lorld poli t i cs is jl.l-1' a m i1 tter of cold power - you've :-:ot to. 

. 
II 

assume it and n:•rcilesaly exert it to keep fro:n br .. in· cle ::;troyed . 

But I wonder if there miq ht not be a better res· nsc to our 

h�mili�tion: one which renppropriates our idc � l s of liberty and 

service instead of one which rejects them. I \"10ri•1er if it still 
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might be possible to speak of •the Hiasion of �erica.• ' '•,J 

In the past, Wm we said the "Mission of America, •· we meant 

bomething like, "God is on our side, and we· are God's special 

agent in communicating his will to the ignorant nations and 

in exercising his punishment on the evil ndtions. That kind of 

jingoism sounds pretty hollow today. 

. (,)-!. 
an our side we aren't a lways on HiaA 

We realize th�t if God is 
! 
I 

We need somebody to r�mind un 

what his wi l l  is and someb<?�Y to take us down a peg or two! from 
\ ,, ... , . 

�(loJ .. . 

t'me to time. Does th is � rnean that we no l on0er have a mission? 

I -think not . 

Good Protestant theoloqy h�s always ins isted that evcfy 

rn<m anl� woman in the \o/orld has a voc�;tion and mission to f,Jlfill. 

They don ' t h�ve to be a prie st or a prophet they cQn be � butchc 

a b.-:.kcr, or a CLlndles"ick maker . If \o/e had r•'ad o:.:r Bibles we wo· 

have rc:1l i :>:ed the s ;1r1e thin';)' about the n::-. L ons. God i;, the f <' ther 

of every nation and he>s a vocation for every n. tion to play in 

the establishment of lib erty and ecua l ity. He simply ar· not the. 
I 

on ly ri�tion with God on our side, we aren't the only n�t on with 

Ll divine mis:;ion to ful fillo 

nut h<wing s;:lid th i1 t, we must also. say that 11 f rom those Hho 
I 

h;_:ve been ··iven much, much will be demanded, .. and in any �et!10d 

of accounting, the United S t ."l tes h,;s been rJiven much by Go.;!. 

:1e inhc"r i ted the finest l earn inn ond idc.-11 ism of �:c tern civil il:a; 

a f ound a t i on of devotinn and sacrifice fran grz.• le f u l irn��i9rants, 

.-.ncl h<1Ve been given a l and as rich as any in n:�.tura l resotq:·ccs. 

:·le >.:.ve flourished as one n<.tion und er God. But if HC z.re. to 

make the claim of st;!nd i ng unrler God, as our l'1cdc;e or ?.1' e<Ji<mce 

asserts, \·ie must s tand under h is jurlgcment •as \·Jell c::; uncl.cr his 

blessinq. 
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We mu ';t learn the lesson which Israei has had to learn 

a1ain and again in its h�story . Topol says in "The Fiddler on 

tl·c Roof," "Lord, I l:now we • re your chosen people, but couldn't 

you choos e someorie else for awhile?" Sorry Topol, scrry the 

• I 0 ,··' • 

United St�tes, b l e ssing and advan�age � ! ways cnrries responsibility 

with it. You can't st;1nd under God's shower of blessincrs unless , 
J,..t6," ne· �&e· J•·=·P �· {. . 

. �'Oll 1 re nlSO pl'CJlr<..:d tO St and Under hiS judqemcrt e c-.rzR /sa;; i � JJ, ) ,._ 

ritJ,.,· . .. I,� .:.Tkn :13·' �7'f•b ·� r· •, � /; �I ;;;J. r s. . Jl l. de dau) .; 
· . · · · 

. Personally, I'm <]lad th�t t'�mcr1Ci' h, s stood undc·r Gotl's . I 

juc1::;ement for awhi l e .  I'm <Jlad th-t Hc've been humbled . It's 

nhout t ime th t we rcali3e th�t we aren't a n;·tion of pure white 

J:ni-:-;hts1 wit'1 everybody e lse wco.rinq bl.•ck :·r:.�or. DHiQht ltorroH 

h;�.:. snid, "h'e juct::-;e other n:·ti.ons by t'-·Lir ;'!Ctir.r.s ;end o:�r own by 

our ideals." !:ell we c2n't rjet; way Hith th· t anymore, for the 

record is clear thvt our own idc�ls h ve been � rvurtad in our 

act::.on.s. 

c''-l.r.:pi')n of freedom, h�s propped up die a1:orshins in t' ird \.•o;�ld 

countries for years and h�s now earned the re�u��t;on of bcih� �n 

enemy of freedom b•' the : ·eo.rle of tho.se lanr�s. 

�ie \vere due for the lesson th t our n.:: ":ion nuy !Je un-lcr! Co·.', 
o--

bu t it is not d ivine. � pco: ·le ,-,nd qovcrnncn t ;1:::- so;1kcd · 

i 
vli th greed and nmbition, just like the people ;:�nr:.1 . ovc�rJ\l,ll'ilt; of 

evc:·y other nation ., ·rho sooner \·;e lc rn t. i.s the ::or•nr�r HC \.'ill 

bccorr.e true �· triots, who 0\ve � iir�>t �'ll0.c:;L-.nce not to our 

co1�ntry, but to the ideals of freedon and ec•ut:lity on \(·ich our 

c un try '1as fr unded, and who love ot;r coun·_ry -� 

so much just bccn\1·' � it d res to st· ntl for [iOLlct· in . . qrr�;·t0r, thiln 

Q14¥ ·� own pr ivilege c:!nd prestige. 
I 

G .1�. c·�es terton prr1 yed on be :-,.-,1 f of . l1 � s · coun ':ry , "1'' c: "!'lll.s 

of r_;old en tomb us. 'rh e sh•ords of :: corn divide; 1'.1 1:e not th§l, 
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thunder from us. but take away·our pride.• That�s a fitting 

prayer for the Christ_ians of this country as well, and let's 

hope that thro··.gh the judgement and humiliation we've recently 

experienced that God'will deliver us from our gr andios ity and 

pride wi �hout robbing us of his moral thunder • . . 

He' ve been juclr_:ed,. but that doe�m' t mean the }!is.sion of 

. " . 

,, . <.\ 
; . �.l :;;·. 

··�·! 
J ,, , .. . ,J • .,'•i 

America is desolate. I hor-e and pruy that it neans that. the 11-Hz.sion 

of .l'.merica will 

C'lncl cooper�tive 

. � cont1nue on a�mature 
...>ti� �� 

plane � ita�pride 

it from assuming. 

! 
plane - on a � hu�b l e 

i 
;:nd !:!Uperiority prevent ed 

�Jh at might that mi s sion be, in the years th.:;t are ahe ad? 

�� I think that we can begin where our founding fathers .:;,nd 

mothers began: we �re a n a tion set on a hill. We are a laboratory 

for democracy and capitalism in the wor ld, and n:tions are looking 

to us to see just how � � de mocracy and c pi t,•. lisr.t work. 

They're also looking to Russia to see how the �lt erna tive system 

works : _and they'll choose the one t,.lhich appe:.:>.rs most re::bnsive to 

their ideals. 

We do injustice to the power of communism if we don't 

recogni z e that there is a strong idealism built into i£, an idealism 

w��;_ch is as .strong in ito own way c:ts "freedom" is for us. The 

idealism of M arxism (which, by the way, h<::.s deep 

is.equality and fa irness . "Freedom" i s  no great 

Biblical roots), 

� s.-y 
virtueA if its 

only fteedore for the rich; if it'� only a pretty word to justify 
I 

the right which the rich and powerful have to keep all the wealth 

and �ower of the society. 

Freedom means a whole lot nc:re than the r qht to public 
I 

asse� .. b iy, freedom of worship and freedoJn of speech J. ony poor person 
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knows that - freedom means having food on the t abl e, huving a 

job, having a decent house and a decent neighborhood . 

The United States is a nution set on a hill , and we are:qoing 
! 

to be judged by the other nations of the world wh9thcr we ar� 

only concerned with freedom for the rich , or whether \�e•re concerned 

with freedom for tho poor as well. cN;u• :I 6:on•t:•:p•h'±mfti te � --

� � �� Our first task is to get our own house in order: 

to cou':"ageously and creatively rethink our whole welf?.re program 

so that it gives jots �nd dignity as well as dollcrs, so that it 

crs.--tes motivation and incentive and hope for the fu ture instec.:d 

of a spiral of· despair from one generation to the next . 

i 
Now I'm not as naive as to think that rovernment progra�s will 

solve all of our problems. The humiliation of America is a j�dgement 
I 
I 

not only on our gove�·nfuent, but on our churches nnd s ynagog ue� . 

,._.,_..,.).1>.\. c,i-lr).•,.S ' 
v/hen,..� have no stan<?-ards of honesty in their personal · li�cs; 

-�! 
when parents are more con cerned that their children qe� qrade� 

f\. � /) . ..,.. ,.:. 
��� i n t egrity , facts �atec<l o� v a lue s, success instead 

I 

� worth; -W?r'EiiE ood'£1 sm iilPd sEW. :fish� mt i owerk l;>:j Cilfmhe. 

<m:eae� sQ. thut tM o�t eaii1o1ifor tit 1 :tat;y a. .. to �- ·Olti a Cl;@!!l� 

;Jeople as " do ing yo�! r own thing," a pol ite express ion for 

egotism and selfishness - than it's not a su r�rise that our 
� .  ·•·.·• 

gover�ent has lost its moral and spritual rnooringse 

Materialism is an ugly cancer which has cut deep into our soc�ety, 
i 

and the onus is on us - the churches -�nd synagogues - to c2ll .our 

people to a higher level o�· living ; a level of rr i ncipW and 

sacrifice, of j u �tice and mercy� 

The Mis s ion of ArnP.rica requires th<1 t we get our oHn house: in 

order firsto h'e attend to our own inju�;tic;�s b efore we � 


