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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 14, 1980

‘Dear Mr. Palmér:

On behalf of President Carter, thank you
for your recent letter and a copy of the
sermon entitled "The Mission of America."
“Your continued support is appreciated.

With best regards, ' : i

Sincerely, .

g Ulnrl

Susan S. Clough
Personal Secretary/Assistant
to the President ’ o o

p | :
Mr. R. Martin Palmer, Jr. '
Library Place ,
21 Summit Avenue : ‘ —
Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
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HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21740

(301) 790-0640 j

August 1, 1980

The Honorable President Jimmy Carter
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Carter:

At this time of questioning of our nation's resolve
and indecision on the part of our electorate and even some’
misguided members of Congress, you are to be congratulated
for keeping you wagon hitched to the guiding star of the
lofty 1deals upon which this nation under God was founded

May 1 respectfully proffer that in the upcomlng
election what our nation needs most is nota debate over the
usual partisan issues but a challenge to unity and going
forward with your vision and purpose for this ship of state,

For your edification, I am taking the liberty of
enclosing a copy of a sermon entitled "The Mission of
America' delivered by Reverend Jefferey Newlin of the First
Presbyterian Church of Hagerstown on the fourth of July.

Very sincerely and respectfully,

R. Martin Palmer, Jr,

rmp:ldc

Enclosure

Electrostatic Copy Made
for pregevation Purposes.
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"THE MISSION OF AHERICA'.

by Jeffrey Newlin

July 6, 1980

'Scripture_LeBSOna: ‘James 2:1-13

Luke 12:I6 =23

God said to Abraham, "Go from you country and your kindred
and your father's houae to the land that I will show vou. And

I w111 make of you a great nation, and T will bless you, and make

. yaur name crcint, so th-t you wiil be a blessing, I wili bless

those who blessdyqu,.and him who curses you I will curse; and by
yon all the femilies of‘the éarth'Shall-bless_themselveé;"
with‘this prom;se came the birth of a great nationf- thevKingdem
of Israel, With this p:omise also_eame the birth of another
grest nation,'our own nation ~ for their was no doubt in the minds

of our errly Puritan settlcrs that they were called to a new

wilderness to be a new Israel, to be a holy experiment for the

benefit of the world,

Governor Winthrop, pabead®

draW1ng up a covenant

for the Massachusetts Bay Colony aboard the Arbella vrote

" wye shall find thot the God of‘Israel is among us..For we must

consider that we shall be as a.city upon a hill, the cves of all_

eople are upon us," Andiﬁvpn From the beginn1ng, Amecriceans
p.l\('ﬂ\‘\— ﬂ,s wa r_;nfga' N rd.’/m o ot

assumed that tley had a mission to the worldﬂ Sbmet?mww Hes

could'take two formse There waa the mission which saow itself
: al & Cxowp : ‘ :
pximarilydas a. beacon of llberty
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which would awake desires in e - people of other nations to

.be free as well, and there was the mission which took more

reasisA

'directﬁactlon in 11berating tha oppressed, ‘The first type of

. mission trusted that the power of our examnrle alone would, as

_—7

John Adams wrote, guarantee, “the illumination of the ignorant

and the emancipation of the slavish Za:t of mankind ove. all the

earth,." Un&il-the—gleortous—deay-when—freedomspread—to—all—the

The second tvpe of mission was no less idealistic, -E&—wao—

found éxpression in Andrew Jackson's determinaticn to "extend

the area of freedom." It characteriZed much of the'thﬂnking

beh‘nd the foreign'mission of our churches and it was reﬂected

~in President McKinley's dec131on to anrex the Philippines,

In rresident McKinley's words, "There was nothing left for-us to

do but to take them all and to educate the F’'lipinos and uplift

aﬁd:CiVilizevand Christianize them and by God's grace do the5veryb

best we pould by them, as o'r fellow men fqr whom Chri:t aiso died,."
America was born out of this idealism,‘it flo'rished uncler

it - this call to serve the other nations of the world, But:where

. has'that idealism gone today?

our confidence in our' our ability to model (‘ov:rnment to other
nations has béen shaken by the shnme we feel for Hwtern“te i:nd

other political scandal; by our drop in product1v1ty, the fall ot
I n MA '-—f|e$.

our currency, and by the rspectre of continued racial strifep

' And the wind has really been taken out of our sails in torms of

our libvratiOn‘efforts on‘bqhalf'of'othéf countries, ‘e thoughf

I's
o S
[N )
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we were serving them- but they ve accused us of serving nobody
'but ourselves, 'You aren‘t our servants', they say, "You're our
masters, 'You'remmofe cencerned with stable markete for your
business a-d industry. - which enables you to dominate us end rob
our Qealth from us - than you ere with the spread of true‘freedom."
. I believe that mosthmericens would like to think that th:ey're
benevolent toward the netions of the world, They'd like to'think~
thzt theyire admired and appreciated Thot's why 1t's.come asha
hard blow to our egos to lenrn that in most of the countrles of
Al md aa

t is world we are distalned as op- resmers and not, lnbctators.

We!ve been humiliated; by Victnam, by Iran, by tnird war'd
. - » ’

»

‘countries wi'ich are wary of‘our“benign intentions, and bv the
alnofness of our own allies. We've been humil:ated - and humiliatis
isn't something we're used to bearing., The cuesti n is: what are |
e going to do with that humiliation2 1I'm sr;y,to 50y that I see

a movement of stubbornness and definamce‘in ~uch of out country,

“If they think that can push us arcund, we'll show them, ‘!lc'll
build up our arsenals until no one can toneh us, We'll domihnte

the Qorld ecenomy to make.suredhe Arab or South hmmricanror hfrican
robs us of our_standard of living, | |

If-thie defiance becomes our resp-nse to the humiliatieh we

feellwe might as well say bye-bye to the idealism of freedom;and
service on which.thie nation was buiit. "we werednhive, thatfs 511.

50/& /7 . :
Jorld politics is 5¥T a matter of cold power - you've sot to

. ' ”
assume it and mprcilessly exert‘;t to keep from buin- destroyed,

But I wonder if'there miqht nnt'be'a better res: nse to our

Humlllatlon' one WhiLh reapproprlates our ideals of Jlborty and

service inetead of one whlch rejects them I won'er if it still



|

~might be poaaible to speak o! “#the Mission of America,"

s el

In the past, wenwe said the “Mission of America,™ we meant
sorething like, "God is on our side,.and-we'are God's special

agent in communicating his will to the ignorant nations and

. in exercising»hia punishment on the evil nations.' That kind of

,jingoism aounds pretty hollow today. We realize that if God is

al our alde we aren't always on HigA We need somebody to remind us

what hJB will is and somebogy to take us down a peg or two from
At
114
t me to-time. Does thishmean that we no loncer ‘have a m1551on?

I think not,

Good Pretéstant‘théology has always insisted that every

., man and woman in the world has a vocrtion and mission to fulfill,

They dbn't-héveito be a priest orva,propnet_a they can be a butch:
a baker, or a candles“ick’maker. If me had rcad ovr Bibles we wo'
,have r0111~ed the same thinq about the nations, God is the fother
of_every nation and has a vocation for cvery n_éion to play in |
.the establishment of liberty and ecuality., lie sinmply ar"not the:
only nation with God on our side, we aren't the only nat nn with

-
1

‘a.divine mission to fulfill,

But hnvingbéaid that, we must also.say‘that “frnm tho;e who
hive been r:iven much, much will be demandéd ® and in any not1od
or accounting, the United Stntes has been given much by GOu. |

e inhmrited the finest learninn and idenllsm of ¢ tern c1v1lizaﬁ

~a foundation of devotinn and Jacrliice from grateful imn iqrantu,

o.nd have been given a land as rich as any in n=- tural resources,

e *ave flourished as one naticn under God, ‘But if we ;re.to

make the claim of standing under God, as our l'ledge of il'egiance

asserts, we must stand under his judgement'as wcll «: under his

blessing,



We mu-t lehrn the lesson which IsraeI has had to learn;

ajain and again in its history., Topol says in “The Fiddler on

tre Roof," "Lord, I }now we're your.chosen people, but'couldn'f

'you choose someone else for awhile?" Sorry. Topol scrry the

'Unlted Sfetes b1e531nc and-advantage always carries responsibilify

with 1it, You can't stand under Goo's shower of blessinas unléess

ot te—la Dok 2o mall i’

L4

"vou're also pncprcd to stand under hls Judqemat. G;VAL#omFJ@JOTﬁ%““

o harrr—{ddins "' .t y —-\ ey “ J vl ——boa /““M“‘L—

Personally,

I'm qlad thit Americes hfs stood under God's
judrement for awhile, I'm qlad th-t ve've becn humbled, It's

about time th t we rcalize that we aren't a nition of pure vhite

“knithts, with everybody else wearing black iri:or, Dwight Norrow

hias said, "We judge other notions by teir actions ond our own by
ovr ideals." Uell we cen't get ¢ way with th't anymore, for the

record is clear thct our own ideals h ve been » rvertcd in our

actions, Jurct tdke,for exar:le, the irony th U sncrica, the ¢rort

c''ampinn of freedom, has prOppcd_up diciatorshins in t"ird wecrld

countries for years and has now earncd the renu:-tion of bcihe an

'

enemy of frcedom b/ the eople of those lands,
tie were due for the lesson th 't our na=ion nay be under; Gol,
, ; :

but it is not divine, ¥¥® pco:'le ~nd govcrnmcnt ax - soaked

"with greed and ambition, just like the peonle ond ;overnmohtfof

every other nation, The sooner we le rn t is the sooner we vill

: . oo . : -
become true n.triots, who owe tieir rfirst clleciconce not to our

conntry, but to the ideals of freedon and ewuality on wiich our

c untry was ffunded' and who 1ove our coun.:ry quT:dehi»Ab i

so nmuch just becaure it d res to st nd £or .omcL-ln qrc:tnr Lhnn
w o ' o . . i

5

Bt own priv1lege _and prestlge.

G.K. Cﬁesterton prayed on be''nlf of.his‘country, """ e wvalls

of rold entomb us, Thre swords of scorn divide: Tale not th?

’
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thunder from ﬁa, but teke away'our'pride.'f That's a fitting
prayer for the Christiana of this country as well, and let;a
hope that thro.gh" the judgement and humiliation we ve recently
| expcrienced that God'will deliver us from our grandiosity and
prlde without robbing us of his moral thunder...»

We've been jud:ed,. but that doesn't mean the Flelon of
‘hmerica is desolate, ' I hopeand pray that it means that theéhiqsion
of America will continue on émﬁeturevplane - On a mewe humbfe i

‘ RS Y |
anc cooperative plane than its“ pride &nd QUperlorlty prevented
it from assumlng.. | - | |

“What might that mission be in the Yeers tbmt are ahead?
‘féﬁhki-l think that. we can-begin where-our-foundihg fdthers and
' mothers began: we are a nation set on a hill. We are a laboratory :
for democracy and capitalism'in the world, and-n;tions arc looking
to us'to see just how #& gl democracy and c pitplisﬁ work,
They're also looking to Russia to see how the alternative system
-works;fand'they'll choose.the one.which appears most'renbnsive to
their ideals. |
| We do injustice to the power of communism if we don't
recognize that there is a strong idealism built into it, an‘id(alism
which 18 as strong in its own way as."freedqm" is for us, The
idealism of Marxism (which, by»the way, hes deep Biblical roots),
isvequality and fairness, “Freedem"_is no great virtUeA;f-its
only freedom for the tich; ifrit'stonly.a pretty word to juetify
the right whichithe fich'and.pdwerfui have to keep all the Qealth
and »ower. of the aeciety; I
.Preedom means a whole lettnure ttaﬁ the r qht'to public

assembly,'frecdom of worship»aqd,freedom of’speeéh; any poor person
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.knows that - freedom means having food on the tabie, having a
“Job, having a decent house and a decent neighborhood, .‘

The United States is a nation set on a hill, and we are%going
to be,judéed by the other hations of the world whether we are

only concerned with freedom for the rich, or whether we're concerned

with freedom for the poor as well., <iow

Our first task is to get our own house in order;

te COufageously and creatively rethink onrlwhole welfare pregfam
so that it gives joi's +nd dignity as well as dollcrs, so_thét'it
crc-tes motivation and incentive and hope for the future'inetead
of a spiral of - despair from one generation to the next, :

Now I'm not as naive as to think that ¢overnment proqra@s will

solve all of our problems, The humiliation of America is a_iudgement
- |

not only on our government, but on our churches and synagogués.
Y X2 el citizans
Vhen, gezspio have no standards of honesty in their personal- llVCS°

ook
when parents are more concerned that their children qeé;gradep

v thow T
2us%c§3~ei integrity, facts dnstecd—of values, success instenc—

a{z=" when freedom is delined by mott

neople as "doing yo'r own thing," a polite expression for i
egotism and selfishness -« than it's not a sufprise»that-our %
goverf@ment has lost its moral and spritual moorings. o
Materialism 1s an ugly cancer which has cut deep into our society,
. !
and the onus is on us - the churches ~nd synagoques - to call .our
people to a higher level o! living; a level of principéd/and |
sacrifice, of ju:tice and mercy, |
The Mission of America requires that we get our own house in

order first. we attend to our own inju: tlces before we SExE i
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