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National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 

Washington, D.C. 
20546 

Office of the Administrator 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

-------- · · ···· .. _._., _., ......... .. ., ............. ,_ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _ 

October 3, 1980 

I regret to inform you that I intend to leave the 
position of Administrator of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration on 20 January 1981. 

It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve you and 
the country in this position, but I can no longer remain in 
public life in the face of the competitive opportunities 
available to me and to my family in private life. An 
opportunity has arisen which seems particularly suited to 
my interests, and I must take it. 

I will be informing my colleagues within the Administration 
and the Congress of my plans; I will make it clear that my 
decision is motivated by personal considerations. I deeply 
appreciate the attention and support you have consistently 
offered to the country's civil aeronautics and space programs; 
I remain devoted to these same interests eyen though I will no 
longer serve them directly. I continue to believe that these 
programs can play an even greater role of service to the 
country and the world than they have before. 

Should it be possible for me to be of further use to the 
country from my private capacity, I would be honored to do so. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you and to serve 
our country.· 
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