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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 23, 1978
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT~
FR0]).1:

Jack Watson

SUBJECT:

GENERAL. L

.k-

. WILSON

General Louis H. Wil o
the present Commandant of the
United States Marine orps, will complete his four-year·
term as Commandant in June of 1979 and will retir.e · from
active duty in the Marine Corps at that time.· He is an
old friend of mine, and a man I have long admired. _(He
was_ my first commanding office-r when I went into the
Marine Corps in June 1960; he was a Colonel at the time.)
Lou made a special trip to my office to say that, upon
his retirement, he would like very much to be appo·inted
Chairman of the American Battle Monuments Commission.
It is a job without pay but, as he said, it would permit
hiin to "keep his hand in after he retires." The Commission supervises the maintenance of battle monuments over. seas, and the Chairmanship is ;Largely an honorary post.
The present Chairman is General Mark_Clark who is in his·
SO's and was appointed by President Nixon in 1969.
A Marine has never served on the 12-member Commission, _.and
it would be especially significan·i:. to appoint a retiring
Commandant of the Marine Corps .as Chairman. Lou is very ·•
close to Senators Stennis and Ea-stland who have indicated
that he has their strong support. Needless to say, it is
a modest request for a man who has served his country so
well for so long.
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General Louis H. Wil o
the present Commandant of the.
United States Marine orps, will complete his four-year
term as Commandant in June of 1979 and will retire from
active duty in the Marine Corps at that time. He is an
old friend of mine, and a man I have long admired.
(He
was my first commanding officer when I went into the
Marine Corps in June 1960; he wa<s a Colonel at the time.)
Lou made a special trip to my office to say that, upon
his retirement, he would like very much to be appoin,ted
Chairman of the American Battle Monuments Commission.
It is a job without pay but, as he said, it would permit
him to "keep his hand in after he retires." The Commission supervises the maintenance of battle monuments overseas, and the Chairmanship is largely an honorary post.
The present Chairman is General Mark Clark who is in his
80's and was appointed py President Nixon in 1969.
A Marine has never served on the 12-member Commission,. and
±t would be especially significant to appoint a retiring
Commandant of the Marine Corps as Chairman. Lou is very
clos.e to Senators Stennis and Eastland who have indicated
that he has their strong support. Needless to say, it is
a modest request for a man who has served his country so
well for so long.

