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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 16, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: JODY POWELL /

For your drop-by at the anti-inflation briefing, let me suggest
that you announce that you have sent the attached letter to
the heads of the nation's largest 500 corporations.

-- I have asked each of these corporations for an
explicit statement of commitment to comply with
the price standards, and we will be closely moni-
toring those responses.

The press corps will be present for the duration of your appear-
ance before the group, and we will be ready to release copies
of the text when the press returns from the briefing.
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" As the leader of one of our country's major busin
re fully aware of the grave proolc 1S causad by th
ionary pressures we are now experisncing. You-ar

a position to do SOﬁﬂuh1D” to reducs those.pressur

‘therefore, wrltlnﬁ to ask for your'supoort '

3 3

I 1ntend to do my part. *I will do ovmrytﬂing_in_my powar . .to
combat inflation. Our fiscal policies will give top priority
to containing inflationery pressures. I will rigorously hold
down Federal expenditures. I will cut Federal emnloyment., I
will achieve significant reductions in the Federal deficit next
~year and thereafter. I believe that the Congress will cooperate, -
“but if necessary I w¥ill veto 1nflatwonar3 spending measures.

I will subject special interest leg slation to severe scrutiny;
and I will undertake an intensive systematic effort to ensure
that actions of my Admlnwstratlon, particularly in the area of
ragulation, do not raise costs nd_prices_unnecessarily.
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Carrying out such a policy of austerity qil] not be easy; but
the task of fighting 1nflau10n requires real sacrirfices from

all of us.

o matter how much I do with Federal fiscal poliecy and tnrough
other azctions, we cannot begin to deal successfully with the
-problems of 1n”lab10n without you" rot1v° supvo*t :

Our prlc° standard’requ1r°s your bu' iness to nold its ave
price increase over the next year to one-half of a perce
point below the average annual rate In 1976 and 1977. I
controllable cost increases make such deceleration impos
1t FQQUl"GS that you not ekpand your pPOLlL margin. '

¢t

Tg oo
S ey 0a

CRCE

!

)

./J"’)S(')

(D

by antl 1nLlat1on program 1s designed to avoid 1mpos g
excessive hardships on any segment of our population.

“provides allowances for special situations, where they
really needed., I wlll not try.to mislead you; complyi
rov be painless. L1t will take a maior and continuing e
on. your pcrt. But I b;llevg that e ; ;
~tne good of the country -- and for

voulr own business as well.
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on Wage and Price ility is d ing'addii"
you may need to hel ou determi Jou can ¢
of the Council will ‘be contactin very 13

this information.

-1 urge you to sund m }ouv parbonJ- response to my request
- @s soon as posulble. : = :

27
STl




. __;_‘ -
’
THE WHITE HOUSE

arfh ~ o
B %M
o Smitlad] ' - .
covmne ant

KR



+° i . L

<, .
Hﬂ ©  THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING 'AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
IIM i : | WASHINGTON, D.C. 20410

November 16, 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Aliquippa, Pennsylvania ToWn>ﬁeeting

On September 23, at the Question-and-Answer Session at.
the Aliquippa, Pennisylvania town meeting, Mrs. Etta Colbert
asked you why some of the homes and buildings in her neighbor-
hood were being demolished in a redevelopment effort while
others, including her 6wn, were not.

- You explained to Mrs. Colbert that dec151ons of th1s
nature must be made by 1local officials and that I would
contact her to follow up on her question. TI. talkede1th
Mrs. Colbert by telephone shortly after her discussion with
you to inguire further into the reasons for her concern and
' to ascertain how HUD might be able to help obtain a satls-
‘factory solution to her problem.

I am pleased to report to you that HUD officials were
successful in bringing this problem to the attention of
local authorities. <Consequently, the City of Aliquippa has
-agreed to include within its next Community Development
Block Grant application the acqulsltlon of Mrs. Colbert's
home as well as several other homes in her immediate v1c1n1ty,
all of which have been isolated by the community development
activity presently occurring in the area.

The proposal of ‘this activity in the Block Grant appli-
cation must undergo thorough public analysis and public
participation in accordance with our regulations. Barring
any adverse reaction, however, the fifth year community
development plan for Aliquippa should resolve Mrs. Colbert's
problem. I have so advised Mrs. Colbert, and I am attachlng

a copy of my letter to her ﬁor\ff;r information.

|

Patricia Roberts Harrls

’

Attachment



Ny 6 1978

Mrs. Etta Colbert
489 Phillips Street : :
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 15001

Dear Mrs. Colbert:

‘ . I am pleased to inform you that we have been able to
raesolve the problem that you raised with the President
during his visit to Aliquippa on Septenber 23 of this year.
Discussions between the HUD Area Office and representatives
of the Borough of Aliquippa and Beaver County have led to
the issuance of the enclosed letter from Paul Cain, Area
Office Manager, to those local government representatives
indicatihg that HUD expects acquigition activity set forth
in the fifth year community development application. to
encompass your home and sone other homes in your immediate

V101n1ty.

As you may know, this community development application
is required by law to be subjected to thorough public analysis
and public participation. Assuming, however, that there is
no adverse reaction to the inclusion of these activities in
the community development plan, we fully expect that the
fifth year community development plan for the Borough of
Aliquippa will -deal adequately with your concerns.

I appreciate your help in enabling us to uncover this
matter and deal with it effectlvely.

Slncerely your

/s/'Patriqia Roberts Harris
Patricia Roberts Harris

' Enclosure

. Copy to: The_President
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THE WHITE HOUSE "

" WASHINGTON

October 4, 1978
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To Etta Colbert : . ' : T
L : : . w T
It was a ploasurc to talk with you. during . U
{he 'fown Liall Meeting at Aliquippa Tigh ' R
Sehoeol. Your i

varticlp ation in the discus-
siong helped to iake the occas ion both
SUCCkSSful and’ erJoyaalb

Socreto ~y llarris

T
OOV

Jll be 1OllOWlﬂ0 up on
your cues tlon. ~Yhan

x you fox asking it.

Sincerely.

‘rs} Etté Colbett
409 Phillips Street

Aliquippas Punwuylvanla' 15001

- WH tissue-to: The Honorable Patricia R
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" of Aliquippa. On behalf of the bor0110h’ E
of Aliquippa, I welcome all of you to. the

at a Town Mcefing.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session

Stplember 23, ]978

Mayor Ross: Good afternoon, ladies and
gentlemen. ‘My name is John Ross, mayor

Aliquippa town meeting. And now, may
I present to-you the “President of the
United States, Jimmy Carter.

Tue PresDENT. Mr. \Iayor, thank

you very much.
It’s a great pleasure forine to be.back
in this b‘:autlfu] part of Peansylvania-and

one of “the most beautiful p:uls of. the

United Sta
My wile,

yaren, spent D
pawgn, s

ates.

Ronl\'nn during the cam-

pﬁuvmnfr on the Peanut Brigade and my

family and I thought that lhe most de-
campaign e\pcucncc of our

]wh{fu]
whole 1976 eﬂort was in Pennsvlvania.
And we thank you for it and also thank
you for the great results that helped to put
me in the White House.

My mothér is a great sports fan, and

anybody who cares about sports krnows -

about Beaver County. As you know, Joe
Namath was.a great friend of my rmother’s

. when she was in Aldb'\ma and still is.

Pete Maravich plaved for our team in

Atlanta, great athiete who began here—

Tony Dorsett, another ’grc'at athlete, as

you know; Doc Medich, and many others.

I won't try to mention all of them that
came from here, but there must be some-
thing special about “the climate. or the
training Lecause you have set a standard
for the rest of the country in athletics.
And that's not all. We have a great
song’ composer from Geor via, ]o]mny

" Mercer. And one of his good fncnds and
fellow composers was also from here, and,

that’s Ienry Mancini. He was at. the

Admmzstrahon o[ ].mm) Cartar, 1978

(h\» m Deaver \ alley, and -

Bk “or my inind, ma
all the pecple who were up here cam-

At isn’t true, there’s a

_~Sept. 23

White _House _not long ago and gave a
beautiful concert. And he and Johnny
Mercer wrote several songs' together, in--
cluding “Moon River,” which is one of
my favorite waltzes—Rosalynn and T like
té dance to it—and “Da)s of Wine and
Roses” and many others. ‘

So, we have not only a Joi of political
interrelationships with you but athletic
interrelationships, cultural interrelation-
ships, and just personal friendships.

It’s a good opportunity for e as Presi-

. dent 01 our rrreat counlr\ to corne here

and have a f]'-nk L\chancrc with vou. Not:
nly are you respons ible for my election;
but in a very important way you are re-

- sponsible for how guod a jub I can do rep-

resenting you in the White House.

There are some things that prey heavily
ny ideas, but I want o
defer to you this morning on vour ques-
tions. There are two, thoueh, that I would
lixe to1mention just in passing that mizht

stimulate some quéstions from you.

ApxuNisTraTtioN Poricies

One of the great duties of 2 governnent

" is to police ]t\CH to-make sure that the

core of our Nation in government is clean
and decent and honest and open. Our Na-

tion suffered the last few years because

that Jras not alwa ays been true. And when
loss of trust among
peop)e like \ou in the government: \\}nc]w

s yeurs and in the e]ccuc‘ officials which -

you put in office, :

The Scnate has already passed a very
strong ethics bill. The: House this week
tumcd away many cupp.xnv amendments.
And my hope is that next weck our Nation
will have a new standard of performance

“in financing and campaign contributing
procedures foz the Members of the Con-

gress. I inherited many problems. This was
one of them. And the Con"ress has coop-
erated. )

And the General Services Administrn‘_

“tion, one of the biggest agencies in the Fed-

1603
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question for you,

V Zve a :
! }:\'f\r. President, we have lost three old-

gs—respect, managerncent,

- f{ashioned things—respect,
".nd cooperation. We no longer have small
A’:owﬂ' Jifestyles. Everything is dcteriorat:

ine, and the youth are going 1o the citics.
o)

-0 any community develop- .
Do you have any r y P

ment package plans: for improving small
AIO\\ -
young people in our towns?.
_Tue PresweNT. Thank you, Ms. Ros-
_ mini. I think you know you mentioned a
subject that’s dear to my own heart, the
small towns. I come from Plains, which
has a total population of Jess. than 700,
 and we are trying to make sure that in the
" allocation of Federal {unds for different
projr:cts———highwa}vs, schools, health care,
beautification—these nceds are met.
¢ I thinkit’s a very serious thing when we
" have a barrier built between our ];}.rge
metropolitan centers and the more rural

Administration of Jimmy Carter, ].978.

-n economics so we. could keep our

areas of our country. I believe'it’s accurate-,

to say that in the last year almost, we

have turned the corner in . providing.

strength in the basically agricultural re-
gions with the new fanm bill that went
into effect Octaber 1, 1977, which hap-
pens to be my birthday.

State, and Federal officials who work to-
gether as a team, rather than having them
separated one-from ancther, In the White
.House under my top assistant, Jack Wat-
son, we have 2 continuing inechanisin by

which any mayor or county official from -
the smallest towns and counties in .our |

country can come directly to me through
Jack Watson to get needs met.
In the departinents, of cconomic de-

veloprment under the Commicrce Secre-’

tary Housing and Urban Pevelopment,
Health, Education, and Welfave, Laber,

we're trying to make sure that the pro- -

grams are not designed specifically for just
the large metropolitan centers. I think

We also have tried to bring together for
the first time in many years the local;

R L L e

Sept. 23

it’s very important for us to retain the
_strength of our small communities and the

2gncnltural areas. And since this is where

I caine from, and you can rest assured it
-will never be ‘ignored as.long as P’m

Tresident. : .

- That’s 2 good question.

UREAN RENEWAL

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My
name is Mrs. Etta Coloert, and I live in
Aliquippa.' T also live. in the Logstown
District of Aliquippa. '

My question is, since the Logstown

District, or part of it, is being redevel- .
oped, and homes and buildings are being .

- torn down ‘and others are not, I would
just like to knew why are some of the
buildings -and some of the homes being
torn down and others are left to stand in
a very critical, deplorable condition? And
that's my question. Thank you.

" Tue PreswexT. Thank yeu. T wish I
knew the answer about your particular
commmunity, but T don’t. I think it mizght
be geod {or mie to have Sacretary of Hous-
ingand Urban Development Department,
Mrs. Pat Flasrs, coniant yon divectle if

you clevv’t rind. with o telenbona o]
. AN :

i re\s

see 11 she can dosstinate the avact prg

Térms that cause you concern. .

As you know, the basic decisions on
which particular homes or.buildings are
torn down and which ones are left stand-
ing have to be under our own systein of
_governiment a decision made by private
families and 2lso by local government and
State government officials. It's not right
nor proper for the Federal Govermment
to come in and make a decision about
which hotses to tear down or leave. And
‘T think this'is sometking that must be
done by the local peaple themselves.

But IV ask Pat. Harris, if vou don't

o - g e
zive you a call directly so that

»
Lo
e nan TR . . 9
she can have ¢He Ol 1E poople Took 1ato

s ) H g , vas B
.the question, since [1a ot iwmiliar with
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the exact circumstances you describe.
Is that okay? . .
‘). Thaunk you very much.

Tue PRLSIDE\T Thank you, Mrs. Col-
' bert. :

")

mem W 'Pusuc' SCHOOLS

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. My -
" namie is Attorney Melvin Clark‘, Jt., and
I'm residing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

"I first would like to comrend you ea
your splendid efforts at Camp David. I
think I can speak for the majority of

- Americans in saying that we are extremely ™
proud. I would like to ask my question .
as a representative of the churches in and

around Aliquippa, Pennsylvania..

_ That. questxon is sxmply, what is your
pczsonal opinion on brnging pm)er back

into the public schools?
Tre Presiwent. Thank you, Attorne)
Clark, for your comment and also your

- que;t;on
1 am not in favor of the Government
" requiring prayer in the schools. At the

same time, I'm not in favor of the Govern-
ment prohibiting or preventing prayer in
the schools, My own religious beliefs,

which I think arc compatibie with the

Supreme Court decisions on this,.are that

the first amendment to the Constitution,

scparating the church and the state, must
be maintained. :

I believe that prayer is a private rela~

tionship or communication between a per-
son and God, and that each persen should

“have a right to worship as he or she

chooses. So, I think that prayer ought to

be permitted in the schools, but not re-.

'quxred for a particular student

NATIONAL HEALTH: PROG'{\M :

Q. Good afternoon. My name is Alice -

Feehley. I'm from Erie, Pennsylvania. I

have a question for you.

" 'Considering your principles for the na-
tional health program, you say in it that

1606
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‘Sept. 23 Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1978

.

there will be no additional Federal spend-
ing until the year 1983. I want to know
if that meansthat '

Tre PreswesT. No additional w}nt

Miss Feehley?

Q. chc_aral spending, ~ okay?—until
1983; also that there is no adverse im-
pact on: Government budget or the tax- -

_ payer. Does'that mean what we have will

stay in the budget of the Government’
now, or does that mean we can expect no
tax increase or no new Federal programs?

~THe PreswenT. That's an excellent
uns{xon and one of the most dlﬂicult I
will get today.

Let me take just a monient to describe
the problem that we have. We need to
have some immediate changes made in
the health delivery system in our country.
We need to have an emphasis on preven-
tion of disease, the cheapest possible way
to ensure a person’s health. We need to
have an expansion of the kind of people
who can treat illness once it occurs, un-
der "the supervision of medical dociors
themselves, more use of physicians assist-
ants, registercd nurses; laboratory tech-
nicians, in seme instances, special in-
stances, and so forth. oY

We need to have more emphasis on
outpatient treatment and not require per-
sons who don’t really need it to be ad-

‘mitted to the hospxtdl at very large cost.

We need to fill in some of the gaps in
our present health care coverage, because

‘at- this time, the bill for the cheral Cov-

ernment, including health provrams, is
paid by those w ho are able to work and
pay income taxes primarily, and they are
exactly the ones that receive practically
no benefits from the Federal health pro-
gmms ' :

Many people are not covered b) private
health insurance. The most xmportant
need we have immediately, though, is to

‘put’a lid.on the cost of hospital care. We

have a hospital cost containment proposal




ivf;-xjﬁfiisvﬁaECTz Aliquippa, Pennsyl ania Town Meeting I

Ajj:‘theHAliquippe, Pennsylvania\town meeting, Mrs, Etta Colbert
aj;;asked you why some of the homes -and buildings in her neighbor-
s a

,jnature ‘must be made by local officials “and that Ifwould

Sl {contact her to follow ‘up.on “her.. question. ‘I talked with
fwiw o 'Mrss Colbert. by ‘telephone  shortly. after her . discussion with
Lo you toj inquire ‘further into the reasons. for her concern and
e n s AOY ascertain ‘how- HUD might be able: to help obtain:a satis—nﬁm
CoT ;factory solution to her problem.". : .

. I am pleased to report to you that HUD officials were
risuccessful in bringing this problem ‘to the attention: of - R
--local’ authorities. Consequently, the City of. Aliquippa has Coh
;ﬁagreed to include within its next Community Development S f'

—a

’?all of which have been ieolated by the community development
;activity presently occurring in the area.;',

e LR The proposal of this activity in the Block Grant appli—li'
-”;cation ‘mast undergo thorough public™ analysis and* public k
participation -in accordance: with our. regulatione.u Barring
any adverse reaction, however, the £ifth year community
_development plan for: Aliquippa should resolve Mrs., Colbert'
'problem.y I have so. advised Mrs. Colbert, and-I am attaching
A copy of my 1etter to her for your information.ltm.u,, ‘

.2f Pétricié”ﬁobértsﬁﬁarriéyq{;ugji'



“Nov 6 1978

Mrs. Etta Colbert
489 Phillips Street

Allqulppa, Pennsylvanla 15001

Dear Mrs. Colbert'

I am pleased to inform you that we have been able to
resolve the problen that you raised with the President
during his visit to Aliquippa on September 23 of this year.
Discussions between the HUD Area Office and representatives

. of the Borough of Aliquippa and Beaver County have led to-

the issuance of the enclosed letter from Paul Cain, Area
Office Manager, to those local government representatives
indicating that. HUD expects acquisition activity set forth

' in the fifth year community development application to
- encompass your home and some other homer in your immediate

v1c1n1ty.‘

As you may know, this .community development application

‘is required by law to be subjected to thorough public analysis

and public participation. Assuming, however, that there is
no adverse reaction to the inclusion of these activities in
the community development plan, we fully expect that the
fifth year community development plan for the Borough of

.Aliquippa will deal adequately with your . concerns.

I appreciate your help in enabling us to uncover this

matter and deal with 1t effectlvely.

Sincerely‘yours,

- /s/ Patricia Roberts Harris
‘Patricia Roberts Harris

Enclosure

Copy to: The President

e 17
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THE WHITE HOUSE

~ WASHINGTON

+ - oOctober 4, 1978

To Etta Colbert

It was a plc sure to talk with vou during
the Yown lall lect :ing at Aliquinpa liigh R
School. Your Udktl”l?athd in the discus-

~ sicns helved to wake the occaalon bOL

»_successLul and’ evjoyaolc

cecretary llerri is will be Lollowlﬁq up on
vour. que tlon. “han “’you for asking it.

,Sincerely,

Rrs. Etta Colbert
489 PQ’lllyo Street
Aliqulhpa, Punnuylvanla 15001

WH tissué.to: The'HonQrabie Patricia R. Harris
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Ahqmppa Pennsylvama

Remarks.and a Question-and-Answer Session
at a Toun Meeling. Scptember 23, 1978

Mavor Ross. Good afternoon, ladies and

gentlemen My name is John Ross, mayor

of Aliquippa. On behalf of the borough -

of Aliquippa, I welcome all of you to the
Aliquippa town meeting. And now, may
I present to you the President of the
United States, Jimmy Carter. :
Tue PresbENT. Mr. Mayor, thank

" you \‘er) much.

It’s a great p)easure for me to be back
in this be autlfu] part of Pennsylvania and
one of the most beautiful parts of the
United States.

\‘[) wife, Ron]\nn during the cam-
paign, spent 3 da}s in Beaver V¥ alley, and
all the pecople who were up here cam-
paigning on the Peanut Brigade and my
family and I thought that the most de-
Lightful campaign experience of our
whole 1976 effort was in Pennsylvania.
And we thank you for it and also thank

you for the great results that helped to put

me in the White House.

My miother.is a great sports fan, and
anybody whoe cares ‘about sports. knows
about Beaver County. As you know, Joe
Namath was a great friend of my mother’s

.~ when she was in Alabama and still 1s.

Pete Maravich plaved for our team in
Atlanta, great athlete who began here—
Tony Dorsett, another great athlete, as
you know ; Doc Medich, and inany others.
T won’t try to mention all of them that
came from here, but there must be some-

© thing special about “the climate or the

training because you have set a standard
for the rest of the country in athletics.
And that’s not all. We have a great
song composer from Georgia, ]olmn'y
Mercer. And one of his good friends and
_fellow composers was also from here, and
that's Henry Mancini. He was at the
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White House not long ago and gave a
beautiful concert. And he and Johnny
Mercer wrote several songs together, in-
cluding “Moon River,” which is one of
my favorite waltzes—Rosalynn and 1 like
toa dance to it—and “Days of Wine and
Roses™ .and many others, ‘
So, we have not only a lot of political

“interrelationships with you but athletic

interrelationships, cultural interrelation-
ships; and just personal {riendships. '

It’s a good opportunity for me as Presi-
dent of our great country to come here
and have a frank c.\char‘ge with you. Not
only are you responsible for my election;
but in a very important way you are re-
sponsible for how guod a job Tecando rep-
resenting you in the White House.

There are some things that prey heavily
or my mind, many ideas, but I want to
defer to you this moring on your ques-
tions. There are two, though, that I would
like to mention just in passing that might
stimulate some questions from you.

ADMINISTRATION PoLICIES

One of the great duties of 2 governiment
is to police itsell, to make sure that the
core of our Nation In government is clean
and decent and honest @nd open. Our Na-
tion suffered the last few years because
that has not always been true. And when

1t isn’t true, there’s a loss of trust among

peop]e like you in the government which

~1s yours and in the clected of‘inals \\])IC]]

you put in office, :

The Scnate has already passed a very
strong ethics bill. The House this week
turned away many crippling amendments.
And my hope is that next week our Nation
will bave a new standard of performance
in financing and campaign contributing
procedures for the Members of the Con-
gress. I inherited many probleins. This was
one of them. And the COn"rec.s has coop-
erated.

And the Ccnt_ra} Services Administra-

_tion, one of the biggest agencies in the Fed-
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question for you.
Mr. President, we have lost three qld-
fashioned things—respect, management,

and c‘ooper&tion- \We noJonger have small

town lifestyles. Evc;ythin.g 1s ‘deteri_c.)r:at--
ing, and the youth are going t.o,the cities.
~ Do you have any com{numty.develop-
;nent package plans for improving small
{own €cOnomics so we. could keep our
young people in our towns?

mini. I think you know you mentioned a
subject that’s dear to my own heart, the
small towns. I come from Plains, which

has a total population of less than 700, .

and we are trying to makeisure that in the
allocation of Federal funds for different
projects—highways, schools, health care,
beautification—these needs are met.

I think it’s a very serious thing when we

" have a bairier built between our large
metropolitan centers and the more rural

areas of our country. I believe it’s accurate
to say that in the last year almost, we

have turned the comer in providing: -

strength in the basically agricultural re-
gions with the new farm bill that went
into effect October 1, 1977, which hap-
pens to be my birthday. _

~ We also have tried to bring together for
the first time In many years the local,
State, and Federal officials who work to-
gether as a team, ratherthan having them
separated one from another. In the White
House under my top assistant, Jack Wat-
son, we have a continuing inechanism by
which any mayor or county official from

Tre PresmeNT. Thank you, Ms. Ros-

the smallest towns and counties In our.

country can come directly to me through
Jack Watson to get nceds met.

In the departments, of cconomic de-
velopment under the Commerce. Secve-
tary Housing and Urban Development,

Health, Education, and Welfare, Labor,
we're trying to imnake sure that the pro- -

grams.are not designed specificaily for just
the large metropolitan. centers. I think

“Sept. 23

it’s very important for us to retain the .
strength of our small communities and the

agricultural areas. And since this is where
I came from, and you can rest assured it
will never be ignored as long as I'm
President.

That's 2 good question.

URBAN RENEWAL

Q. Good aftérneon, Mr. President. My

name is Mrs. Etta Colbert, and I live in
Aliquippa. I also live in the Logstown
District of Aliquippa:

My question is, since the Logstown
District, or part of ‘it, is being redevel-

oped, and homes and buildings are being .

torn down ‘and. others are not, I would
just like to know why are some of the
buildings and some of the homes being
torn dowr and others zre left to stand in
a very critical, deplarable condition? And
that's my guestion. Thank you.

" Tue PrzsweNT. Thank you. T wish I
knesv the znswer about vour particular
community, but I don’t. I think it might
be geod for me to have Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Department,
Mrs, Pat Hapris consacnt yoor divectly 3§
&}__.dou_’t mim(i; \;’_ifh‘ a telenkona CPN_';_;!,Q.
see if she cap Mocsticate the evact prob-
lems that cause you-concern.: -

As you know, the basic decisions on
which particular homes or buildings are
tom down and which cnes are left stand-
ing have to be under our own system of
government a decision made by private
families and also by local government and

State government officials: It's. not right
nor proper for the. Federal Government
to come in and make a decision about
which houses to tear down or leave. And
I think this is something that must be
done by the local peaple therselves.

But PII ask Pat Harris. if vou . don't

ming
she cap have G0l Ticl people [aok info
_the questien, since {1 not iamiliar with
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the exact circumstances )ou describe.
Is that okay? = ¢ .
Q. Thank you very much.
: Tae Passws\'r Thank you, Mrs. Col-
Cbert. -

" PRAYER IN PUBLIC sc'z{oor_s

Q Good afternoon, Mr.. Pre:udent \I)
name is Attorney Melvm Clark, Jr., and

I’'m residing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. .

+ T first would like to commend you on
your splendid efforts at Camp David. 1
think I can spcak for the majority of

~ Americans in saying that we are extremnely”

proud. I would like to ask my question
as a representative of the churches in-and
around Aliquippa, Pénnsylvania.

- That quésti‘on is simply, what is your
personal opinion on bringing prayer back
into the public schools?

Tue Preswent. Thank you, Attorney
Clark,. for your comment and -also your

- question.

I am not in favor of the Government -
requmncr prayer in the schools. At the
same time, I'm not in favor of the Govern-
ment prohibiting or preventing prayer in
the schools. My own religious beliefs,

which 1 think are compatibie with the

Supreme Court decisions on this, are that

the first amendment to the Constitution,

separating the church and the state, must
be maintained. ~

I believe that prayer isa pnvate rela~
tionship or communication between.a per~
son and God, and that each person should
have a right to worship as he or she
chaoses. So, I think that prayer ought to
be permitted in the schools, but not re-
quired for a particular student.

NATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM

Q. Good afternoon. My name is Alice
Feehley. I'm from Erie, Pennsylvania. I
have 2 question for you.

Considering your principles for the na-
tional health program, you say in it that

\
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there will be no additional Federal spend-
ing until the year 1983. I want to know
if that means that
Tue PresmwenT. No addmonal what
Miss Feehley?
Q. Federal

spending,’ okay?e—-until

1983; also that there is no adverse im-
pact on Government budget or the tax- .

payer. Does‘that mean what we have will
stay in the budget of the Government
now, or does that mean we can expect no
tax increase or no new Federal programs?

Tue Preswent. That's an extellent
question, and one of the most difficult I
will get. today. '

Let me take just a moment to describe
the problem that we have. We need to
have some immediate changes made in
the health delivery system in our country.
We need to have an emphasis on preven-

- tion of disease, the cheapest possible way

to ensure a person’s health. We need to
have an expaunsion of the kind of people
who can.treat illness once it occurs, un-
der “the supervision of medical doctors
themselves, more use of physicians assist-
ants, registered nurses, laboratory tech-
nicians, in some instances, special in-
stances, and so forth. y .

We need to have more emphasis on
outpatient treatment and not require per-

sons who don’t really need it to be ad-

mitted to the hospital at very large cost.

- We need to fill in some of the gaps in
our present health care coverage, because
at this time, the bill for the Federal Gov-
ernment, including health programs, is
paid by those who are able to work and
pay income taxes primarily, and they are
exactly the ones that receive practically

-no benefits from the Federal health prog

grams.
Many people are not covered by private
health insurance. The most important

need we have immediately, though, is to:

put a lid .on the cost of hospital care. We

have a hospital cost containment proposal
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