
 

 

 

Curriculum Guide: The President’s Travel 

 

 

Unit 1 of 19:  

Children’s Letters to President Carter 

 

 

 

 

 

441 Freedom Parkway, Atlanta, GA, 30312 | 404-865-7100 | www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov 



  

 Energy Crisis 

Pg. 1 of 13 

Writing a letter to an elected official is an important part of being a citizen of the United 
States.  The Jimmy Carter Library and Museum displays children’s letters that were 
written to President Carter while he was in office.  These letters show the issues that 
were on the minds of ordinary Americans during his presidency.  In these activities, you 
will develop a deeper understanding of the role of the President, the role of the citizen, 
and some of the issues that were important during the Carter Administration. 

Children’s Letters to 
President Carter 

Jimmy Carter Library and Museum  

 
 
The Energy Crisis and the 
Environment were serious 
issues to the people of the 
United States during the 
Carter Administration.  
Read the actual letters from 
children concerned about 
the crisis and the 
environment to President 
Carter and his response 
letters to some of them.    

Letter writing 
 

Write a letter to the President of the United States. 
Communicating to elected officials is an important 
part of democracy and one in which everyone can 
participate.  In this activity, you will view more letters 
from children to President Carter. Then, you will write 
a letter to the current President.     

See page 7 for more information 



 Jimmy Carter Library and Museum Children’s letters 

 

The Energy Crisis 

Assignment #1:  To begin, have students read the letters from Grace Ledbetter and 
Brian Gore about their concerns about the Energy Crisis.  Then read the response letter 
from President Carter. The teacher could print them out or show them from a projector 
onto a screen. Then lead the class in a discussion answering the following questions:  
What were the concerns of Miss Ledbetter and Mr. Gore?  How did the President 
address those concerns?    

 

Assignment #2:  What was the Energy Crisis?  Students may have asked this question 
after reading the letters. Have students begin by brainstorming what they believe the 
Energy Crisis might have been about after they have read the letters.  Then, have 
students research the Energy Crisis during the Carter Administration.  What types of 
energy were involved and how did President Carter attempt to solve the crisis?  
Students might create a timeline of events concerning the Energy Crisis.  In conclusion, 
have students do further research about another historical energy crisis and a 
contemporary energy crisis.  How was the historical crisis different than the current 
energy crisis?  How are they similar? Students should be able to write an essay 
explaining their findings. 

Georgia Performance Standards: 
Grade Two | SS2CG2 (a.) 

The student will identify the roles of the following elected officials: 

a. President (leader of our nation) 
 

Grade Two | SS2CG3 

The student will give examples of how the historical figures under study demonstrate the positive 
citizenship traits of honesty, dependability, liberty, trustworthiness, honor, civility, good 
sportsmanship, patience, and compassion. 
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Other resources  

Watch a video from the White House 
about letters sent to President Obama and 
how he reads 10 letters a day. Go to the 
website below and click on the video.  See 
motion picture worksheet on pages 11 for 
students to complete while watching. 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/video/Inside-the-
White-House-Letters-to-the-President  

How to write a letter to the President: 

http://www.ehow.com/how_4561907_of-united-
states-of-america.html 

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/writinglette
rs/government/president/ 

 

 

Writing a letter to the President 
 

Introductory Activities 

 

1.  Have students read the letter from Skip 
Desjardin to President Carter and then 
President Carter’s reply letter.  Break up 
students into pairs to discuss what Skip’s main 
points were in his letter. Encourage students to 
notice the format and layout of his letter. You 
may use the Document Analysis Worksheet on 
the last page of this lesson. Finally, students 
should discuss President Carter’s response 
letter. Does it adequately respond to Skip’s 
letter? How do you think Skip felt about 
receiving a reply letter from the President? 

 

2.  Then, as a class, discuss and brainstorm by 
writing down answers to the question, “What 
are some of the major issues that America is 
facing right now?”   

 

Extension Activity 

 

3. Students will write a letter to the President.  
Letters should be formatted properly and 
addressed to the White House.  Encourage 
students to use issues that the class has 
brainstormed and other personal topics that 
interest them. Students could also write a 
message using the form on the White House 
website at http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact  

 

The address to the White House is: 

 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

  

(Please include your e-mail address) 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/video/Inside-the-White-House-Letters-to-the-President
http://www.whitehouse.gov/video/Inside-the-White-House-Letters-to-the-President
http://www.ehow.com/how_4561907_of-united-states-of-america.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_4561907_of-united-states-of-america.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/writingletters/government/president/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/writingletters/government/president/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
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