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Children’s Letters to

President Carter

Jimmy Carter Library and Museum

Writing a letter to an elected official is an important part of being a citizen of the United
States. The Jimmy Carter Library and Museum displays children’s letters that were
written to President Carter while he was in office. These letters show the issues that
were on the minds of ordinary Americans during his presidency. In these activities, you
will develop a deeper understanding of the role of the President, the role of the citizen,
and some of the issues that were important during the Carter Administration.

Energy Crisis

The Energy Crisis and the
Environment were serious
issues to the people of the
United States during the
Carter Administration.
Read the actual letters from
children concerned about
the crisis and the
environment to President
Carter and his response
letters to some of them.
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Letter writing

Write a letter to the President of the United States.
Communicating to elected officials is an important

part of democracy and one in which everyone can
participate. In this activity, you will view more letters
from children to President Carter. Then, you will write
a letter to the current President.

See page 7 for more information



Jimmy Carter Library and Museum Children’s letters

The Energy Crisis

Assignment #1: To begin, have students read the letters from Grace Ledbetter and
Brian Gore about their concerns about the Energy Crisis. Then read the response letter
from President Carter. The teacher could print them out or show them from a projector
onto a screen. Then lead the class in a discussion answering the following questions:
What were the concerns of Miss Ledbetter and Mr. Gore? How did the President
address those concerns?

Assignment #2: What was the Energy Crisis? Students may have asked this question
after reading the letters. Have students begin by brainstorming what they believe the
Energy Crisis might have been about after they have read the letters. Then, have
students research the Energy Crisis during the Carter Administration. What types of
energy were involved and how did President Carter attempt to solve the crisis?
Students might create a timeline of events concerning the Energy Crisis. In conclusion,
have students do further research about another historical energy crisis and a
contemporary energy crisis. How was the historical crisis different than the current
energy crisis? How are they similar? Students should be able to write an essay

Georgia Performance Standards:




Jimmy Carter Library and Museum Children’s letters
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T s Thank you for your friendly message. It is encouraging
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‘ x to know that young people, like yourself, are concerned about
7_ the future of America.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
X
Brian Gore
1075 Monroe
Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197







Writing a letter to the President

Other resources

Watch a video from the White House
about letters sent to President Obama and
how he reads 10 letters a day. Go to the
website below and click on the video. See
motion picture worksheet on pages 11 for
students to complete while watching.

How to write a letter to the President:

http://www.ehow.com /how 4561907 of-united-
states-of-america.html

www.enchantedlearning.com /writinglette
resident

http:
rs/government

Introductory Activities

1. Have students read the letter from Skip
Desjardin to President Carter and then
President Carter’s reply letter. Break up
students into pairs to discuss what Skip’s main
points were in his letter. Encourage students to
notice the format and layout of his letter. You
may use the Document Analysis Worksheet on
the last page of this lesson. Finally, students
should discuss President Carter’s response
letter. Does it adequately respond to Skip’s
letter? How do you think Skip felt about
receiving a reply letter from the President?

2. Then, as a class, discuss and brainstorm by
writing down answers to the question, “What
are some of the major issues that America is
facing right now?”

Extension Activity

3. Students will write a letter to the President.
Letters should be formatted properly and
addressed to the White House. Encourage
students to use issues that the class has
brainstormed and other personal topics that
interest them. Students could also write a
message using the form on the White House
website at http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact

The address to the White House is:

The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

(Please include your e-mail address)


http://www.whitehouse.gov/video/Inside-the-White-House-Letters-to-the-President
http://www.whitehouse.gov/video/Inside-the-White-House-Letters-to-the-President
http://www.ehow.com/how_4561907_of-united-states-of-america.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_4561907_of-united-states-of-america.html
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/writingletters/government/president/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/writingletters/government/president/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact
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Dolvint, Eprily (mrs’)

March 2, 1977

To Skip Desjardin

I know I can count on your understanding for
my delayed response to your letter. I share
your belief that the young people of America

can contribute in a special way to my
Administration. Their will be of great
help, and I have asked staff to give care-
ful consideration to ideas.
Thank you for your kind words of support and
good wishes.

Sincerely,

n"""{
Jlbsist

*
Mr. Skip Desjardin
32 Beacon Avenue

f”m. Maine 04210
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Motion Picture Analysis Worksheet

' Step 1. Pre-viewing
A, | Title of Film:
Record Group Sourca:
B. |%What do you think youwwill s2e in this motion picture? List Three concepts or ideas that you might expect to see based on the
title of thie film. List some paople you might expact to see based on the title of the film.
Concapts/ldeas Paopla
1. 1.
2. 2
3 3
Step 2. Viewing
A | Type of motion picture {chack where applicable):
[~ Animatad Cartoon [ Theatrical short subject
[~ Documentary Film [T Training film
[ Meawsrasl [T Combat film
[~ Propaganda Film [~ Other
E. | Physical qualitias of the motion picture {check whare applicable):
™ Music [~ Live action
[T Marration [~ Background noise
[~ Special effects [~ Amimation
[ Color [ Dramatizations
c

Maote how camera angles, lighting, music, narration, and/or editing contribute to creating an atmosphere in this film What is
the mood or tone of the film?

Step 3. Post-viewing (or repeated viewing)

& | Circle the things that you listed in the previewing activity that were validated by your viewing of the motion picture.
BE. | What is the central message{s) of this motion pictura?
C.

Consider the effactivemess of tha film in communicating its message. As a tool of communication, what ara its strengths and
weaknesses?




How do you think the filmmakers wanted the audience to respond?

Doas this film appeal to the viewer's rason or emaotion? How does it make you feal¥

How doyou think the filmmakers wanted the audience to respond?
1.

2,

Write a gquestion to the filmmaker that is left unanswered by the motion picture.

How do you think the filmmakers wanted the audience to respond?

Designed and developed by the
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington, DC 20408



Written Document Analysis Worksheet

TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one):

(~ Mewspaper ™ Map ™ Advertisement
[ Letter (" Telegram (" Congressional Record
' Patent (™ Press Release (™ Census Report
' Memorandum (" Report (" Other
UNIQUE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOCUMENT iCheck cne or more):
[ Interesting Letterhead [~ Maotations
[T Handwrittan [~ *RECENED" stamp
I Typed [ Other
[ Seals

| DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT:

AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT:

FOSITION (TITLE:

FOR WHAT AUDMEMCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN?

D UMENT IMFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-E.)

& List three thimgs the author said that you think are important:

B. Why do you think this document was written?

C. What evidence in the document halps you know why it was written? CQuote from the document.

[Cr. List twix things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written.

E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document:

Designed and developed by the
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington, DC 20408
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