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Collection Summary 
  

Creator:  Dean, John Gunther, 1926- 
 
Title: John Gunther Dean Papers 
 
Dates: 1959-2008 
 
Quantity: 8 linear feet 9 linear inches (7 linear feet 5 linear inches open for research) 20 
containers 
 
Identification: 

Accession Number: 04-03 
Archival Research Catalog (ARC) Identification Number: 573204 
  

Scope and Content: 
This collection of personal papers contains copies of official documents, personal notes, 
memoranda, correspondence, briefing papers, cables and photographs.  The material 
documents the career of U.S. diplomat John Gunther Dean both during and after he left 
the U.S. Foreign Service. 

 
Creator Information: John Gunther Dean 

John Gunther Dean was born February 24, 1926 in Breslau, Germany.  His family 
immigrated to the United States in 1939, and he became a naturalized citizen in 1944.  He 
graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University with a B.S. in 1947.  He received a 
Doctor's Certificate in Law from the University of Paris in 1949 and an M.A. in 
International Relations from Harvard University in 1950.  In 1950, Dean entered 
government service as an economic analyst with the Economic Cooperation 
Administration (ECA) in Paris, France.  From 1951 to 1952, he was an industrial analyst 
at the American Embassy in Brussels, and from 1953 to 1956, he was an assistant 
economic commissioner with the International Cooperation Administration in Saigon.   
 
He began working for the State Department in 1956, serving as political officer at the 
American Embassy in Laos from1956 to 1958. He opened the first American consulate in 
Lomé, Togo where he briefly stayed on as diplomatic adviser to the first President of 
Togo from 1959 to 1960. Dean also opened the first U.S. diplomatic establishment in 
Bamako, Mali and served as Chargé d'Affaires from 1960 to 1961.  He was the officer in 
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charge of Mali-Togo affairs at the State Department in Washington from1961 to 1965 
and political officer at the American Embassy in Paris from 1965 to 1969.  From 1969 to 
1970, Dean was a fellow at the Harvard Center for International Affairs in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts.  He was detailed as Deputy for CORDS (Civilian Organization for 
Reconstruction and Development) to the U.S. Commander of the 24th Corps with 
headquarters in Danang, Vietnam.  He served as the Deputy Chief of Mission and later 
Chargé d'Affaires in Vientiane, Laos from 1972 to 1974, and as U.S. Ambassador to 
Cambodia from 1974 to 1975.  Dean served as U.S. Ambassador to Denmark from 1975 
to 1978 and as U.S. Ambassador to Lebanon from 1978 to 1981. He was the U.S. 
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Thailand from 1981 to 1985, and U.S. Ambassador to 
India from 1985 to 1988. He retired from the Foreign Service in 1989.   
 

Restrictions: 
Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with 
applicable executive order(s), which governs National Security policies, applicable 
statutes/agency restrictions, and material which has been closed in accordance with the 
donor’s deed of gift. 
 
Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been 
donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to 
copyright restrictions (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.). Researchers should contact the 
publisher for further information. 
 

Related Material: 
Related materials in this repository: White House Central File - Subject Files, Lebanon, 
Denmark, Carter Library Oral History Project - John Gunther Dean 
 
Separated material: Additional material accessioned to this collection remains closed for 
reasons of national security.  

 
Index Terms: 

Limited to major topics under each category 
Persons - Senator Robert F. Kennedy, Prime Minister Indira Ghandi, President 
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, Ronald Reagan, Michael Dever,  King Sisavang Vatthana, Prime 
Minster Souvanna Phouma, Minister of the Interior Pheng Phongsavan, Foreign Minister 
Sitthi [Siddhi] Savetsila , Prime Minster Prem Tinsulanonda 
 
Organizations: Department of State, Voice of America 
 
Subjects: Palestinians, Diplomacy 
 
Places: Cambodia, Denmark, France, India, Laos, Lebanon, Israel, Thailand, Togo, Mali, 
Vietnam, Afghanistan, Koursk, Russia 
 
Types of Material: Cables, Memos, Correspondence, Notes, Briefing Papers 
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Administrative Information: 
Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or Title of 
Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], [Box Number], 
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library. 
 
Acquisition information: These donated historical materials were received under 
provisions of the instrument of gift that John Gunther Dean signed in November 19, 
2003. 
 
Processing information: The first series of the collection was opened in June 29, 2005. 
Subsequent series in the collection were opened in 2007. The open dates are indicated in 
the series descriptions.  
 

System of Arrangement: 
The records of the John Gunther Dean Papers are divided into four series:  
 
Series Title Series ID (ARC) 
John Gunther Dean’s Oral Histories 587877 
John Gunther Dean’s Country Files 573447 
John Gunther Dean’s Post Career Files 626664 
John Gunther Dean Supplement to Post Career Files 1937807 

 
Detailed Description of the Collection 

 
John Gunther Dean’s Oral Histories 
Scope and Content: Container 1. This series was opened in 2005. This series consists of oral 
history interviews with American diplomat John Gunther Dean. Arranged by folder title. 
 
John Gunther Dean’s Country Files 
Scope and Content: Containers 1-16. This series was opened in 2005. This series consist of 
official documents, personal notes, memoranda, and correspondence documenting American 
diplomat John Gunther Dean's role as an officer with the U.S. Foreign Service Department.  
Arranged by folder title. 
 
John Gunther Dean’s Post Career Files 
Scope and Content: Containers 17-18. This series was opened in 2005. This series of personal 
papers consists of copies of official documents, personal notes, memoranda, and correspondence 
documenting the career of U.S. diplomat John Gunther Dean after he left the Foreign Service 
Department.  Arranged by folder title. 
 
John Gunther Dean’s Supplement to Post Career Files 
Scope and Content: Containers 18. This series was opened in 2007. This series consists of 
various files sent by Mr. Dean to be added to the collection after 2007.  Arranged 
chronologically by date Mr. Dean sent material.  Arranged by folder title. 
 
Return to series list 
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Container List 
 
 John Gunther Dean’s Oral Histories 
 
Container 1 
John Gunther Dean Oral History Transcript [1] 
John Gunther Dean Oral History Transcript [2] 

 
Return to series list 
 
John Gunther Dean’s Country Files 
 
Container 1 
Cambodia - Correspondence with Lon Nol and Long Boret, 1974-1975 
Cambodia - Correspondence with Philip Habib, Henry Kissinger and Etienne Manac’h  
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 4/74- 5/74 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 6/74-7/74 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 8/74-11/74 
 
Container 2 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 11/74-12/74 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/75-2/75 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 2/75 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 3/75-4/75 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 3/75 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 4/75 [1] 
Cambodia - Correspondence/Telegrams, 4/75 [2] 
Cambodia - Foreign Relations Committee Hearings, 3/13/74 
Cambodia - House Committee on International Relations, 5/5/76 
 
Container 3 
Cambodia - House Committee on International Relations, 5/3/77-7/26/77 
Cambodia - Letters of Historic Interest 
Cambodia - Lon Nol’s Government Actions to Oppose the Khmer Rouge [1] 
Cambodia - Lon Nol’s Government Actions to Oppose the Khmer Rouge [2] 
Cambodia - Lon Nol’s Government Actions to Oppose the Khmer Rouge [3] 
Cambodia - Lon Nol’s Government Actions to Oppose the Khmer Rouge [4] 
Cambodia - Lon Nol’s Government Actions to Oppose the Khmer Rouge [5] 
Cambodia - Monsieur Jean Dyrac Notes on Evacuations from De Phnom Penh, 4/75 
Cambodia - Negotiations, 1974-1975 
Cambodia - Notes, 1974-1975 
Cambodia - Oral History Transcript, 1974-1975 
Cambodia - Personal File, 1975 and Beyond 
Cambodia - Photographs, 1974-1975 
Cambodia - Press Clippings, 1974 
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Container 4 
Cambodia - Press Clippings, 3/75 
Cambodia - Press Clippings, 4/75 
Cambodia - Press Clippings and Articles after 1976 [1] 
Cambodia - Press Clippings and Articles after 1976 [2] 
Cambodia - Sections from The Fall of Phnom Penh 
Cambodia - Situation, 6/74 
Denmark - Bi-Centennial Celebrations in Denmark, 1976 
Denmark - Christening of “The Nelly Maersk”, 5/31/78 
Denmark - Correspondence/Telegrams, 12/75 
Denmark - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/76-7/76 
Denmark - Correspondence/Telegrams, 8/76-12/76 
Denmark - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/77-5/77 
Denmark - Correspondence/Telegrams, 6/77-12/77 
Denmark - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/78-8/78 
Denmark - Correspondence/Telegrams, 6/78-9/78 
Denmark - Danish Press Reaction to Dean’s  Nomination, 9/75-10/75 
Denmark - Danny Kaye and Victor Borge in Denmark, 1977 
 
Container 5 
Denmark - English Press Reaction to Dean’s Nomination, 9/75-10/75 
Denmark - Fulbright Program - 25th  Anniversary, 10/77 
Denmark - Meeting with Soviet Ambassador Nikola Egorytcher, 10/77 
Denmark - Notes, 1975-1978 
Denmark - Presentation of Credentials to Queen of Denmark, 11/6/75  
Denmark - Prime Minister Anker Jorgensen’s Visit to US, 2/78-3/78 
Denmark - Queen’s Trip US, 5/76  
Denmark - REBILD Festival, 7/4/76  
Denmark - Resignation, 5/78-8/78 
Denmark - Resignation and Reappointment, 1/77-3/77  
Denmark - Swearing-In Ceremony, 10/29/75 
France - Arrangements for Conference in Paris, 10/67-5/68 [1] 
France - Arrangements for Conference in Paris, 10/67-5/68 [2] 
France - Arrangements (Physical) for Conference in Paris, 4/68-6/68  
France - Incoming Material for Meeting with Etienne Manac’h, 1967-1968 
France - Intermediary between DRV  (Democratic Republic of Vietnam) and U.S. (United States) 
France - L’Humanite’ to Channel Mail to and from US POW's in Hanoi 
France - Oral History Transcript, Paris 1965-1969 
France - Outgoing Material from Meeting with Etienne Manac’h, 1967-1968 
France - Role in Conveying French Position on Vietnam 
France - Senator Robert Kennedy’s Visit to Paris, 1/67-2/67 [1] 
France - Senator Robert Kennedy’s Visit to Paris, 1/67-2/67 [2] 
France - US-North Vietnam Peace Talks - Senator Robert Kennedy, 1965-1969 
France - US-North Vietnam Talks to Paris, 1967-1968 
France - Vietnam Talks - Paris 
India - Assigned as U.S. Ambassador, 1985 
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India - Briefing Papers, 1985-1988 
India - Correspondence between Reagan and Prime Minister Gandhi, 1985-1988 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1985-1988 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1985 
 
Container 6 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 9/85-12/85       
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/86- 6/86 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 7/86-12/86 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/87-6/87 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 7/87-12/87 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 10/20/87 [Prime Minister Gandhi's Visit to U.S.] 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/88-5/88 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 6/88-8/88 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 8/17/88 [Pres. Zia's Plane Crash] [1]  
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 8/17/88 [Pres. Zia's Plane Crash] [2] 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 9/88 
India - Correspondence/Telegrams, 11/88 
 
Container 7 
India - Crash, President Zia’s Aircraft, 9/88 
India - Departure from India, 11/88 
India - Michael Deaver’s Trip Spring, 1986 
India - Oral History    
India - Photographs, 1985-1988 
India - Role Played by House of Hinduja in Advancing US - Indian Relations [1985-1988] 
India - US Relations, 1985-1988 
Laos - Back Channel Messages - Vientiane, Laos, 1973 
Laos - Ceasefire Negotiations and Agreement, 1973  
Laos - Coup Attempt - Press Clippings, Telegrams, Eyewitness Accounts on the Event, 8/20/73 
Laos - The Lao Protocol - Early 1973 Drafts, 10/72-9/73 
Laos - Lao Protocol Signing, 9/14/73 - Press Clippings       
Laos - Notes, 1973 
Laos - Oral History Transcript, 1973 
Laos - Outgoing Cables - Vientiane, Laos, 1/73-4/73 
 
Container 8 
Laos - Outgoing Cables - Vientiane, Laos, 5/73-7/973  
Laos - Outgoing Cables - Vientaine, Laos, 8/73-12/73 
Laos - Photographs with King of Laos, Prime Minister Souvanna Phouma, and Pheng 
Phongsavan -Vientiane, Laos, 1973 
Lebanon - Accreditation, 1978 and Resignation, 1981 
Lebanon - Assassination Attempt, 8/27/80 [1-2] 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 10/78  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 11/78   
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Container 9 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 12/78 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/79-8/79 [1] 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/79-8/79 [2] 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 5/79-11/79 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/79  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 2/79     
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 3/79  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 4/79 
 
Container 10 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 5/79      
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 6/79   
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 7/79    
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 8/79  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 9/79 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 10/79  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 11/79  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 12/79 
 
Container 11 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 2/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 3/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 4/80  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 5/80  
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 6/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 7/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 8/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 9/80 
 
Container 12 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 10/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 11/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 12/80 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/81 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 2/81 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 3/81 [1] 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 3/81 [2] 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 3/81 [3] 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 4/81 
 
Container 13 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 5/81 
Lebanon - Correspondence/Telegrams, 5/81 
Lebanon - Israel Raid into Lebanon, 1980 
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Lebanon - 3/79 Photos 
Lebanon - Oral History, 1978-1981 
Lebanon - Photos, 1979  
Lebanon - Security for American Embassy 
Lebanon - [Soviets and Security] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981[1] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981[2] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981[3] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981[4] 
 
Container 14 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981 [5] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981 [5] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981 [7] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981 [8] 
Lebanon - Work with Palestinians, 1978-1981 [9] 
Thailand - Briefing Papers - Meeting with Foreign Minister Sitthi, 1981-1985 [1] 
Thailand - Briefing Papers - Meeting with Foreign Minister Sitthi, 1981-1985 [2] 
Thailand - Briefing Papers - Meeting with Foreign Minister Sitthi, 1981-1985 [3] 
Thailand - Briefing Papers - Meeting with His Majesty the King, 1983-1985 
Thailand - Briefing Papers - Meetings with Prime Minister Prem, 1981-1985 [1] 
Thailand - Briefing Papers - Meetings with Prime Minister Prem, 1981-1985 [2]  
Thailand - Briefing Papers - Meetings with Prime Minister Prem, 1981-1985 [3] 
 
Container 15 
Thailand - Correspondence with American and Thai Personalities, 1981-1985 [1] 
Thailand - Correspondence with American and Thai Personalities, 1981-1985 [2] 
Thailand - Correspondence/Telegrams, 10/81-12/81 
Thailand - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/82-12/82 
Thailand - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/83-12/83 
Thailand - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1/84-12-84 
Thailand - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1//85-6/85 
Thailand - Internal Political Stability and External Security, 1981-1985 
Thailand - Kampuchea and Non-Communist Resistance as Reported from Bangkok, 1981-1985 
Thailand - Notes, 1981-1985 
Thailand - Oral History, 1981-1985 
Thailand - Photographs, 1981-1985 
Thailand - Press Clippings, 1981-1985 
 
Container 16 
Thailand - Procurement F-16, 1984-1985 
Thailand - Resignation 6/85 
Thailand - Senate Confirmation Hearings, 1981 
Thailand - Udapao Air Base, 1981-1985 
Togo and Mali - Introduction Files, 1959-1961 
Togo and Mali - Inventory and Comments, 1959-1961 
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Togo and Mali - Notes, 1959-1961 
Togo and Mali - Opening of the US Diplomatic Mission, 1959-1960 
Togo and Mali - Opening of the US Diplomatic Mission, 1960-1961 [1] 
Togo and Mali - Opening of the US Diplomatic Mission, 1960-1961 [2] 
Togo and Mali - Opening of the US Diplomatic Mission, 1960-1961 [3] 
Togo and Mali - Oral History Transcript 
Vietnam - DEPCORDS [Deputy for Civil Operations Rural Development Support], 1/72-4/72 
Vietnam - DEPCORDS, 5/72-6/72 
Vietnam - Interview with Mr. Dean and Robert Kennedy on behalf of the Association for 
Diplomatic Studies and Training 
Vietnam - North Vietnamese Offensive against MR 1, Spring 1972 
Vietnam - Notes, 1963-1969 
Vietnam - Notes - US-North Vietnamese Peace Talks, Paris and Senator Kennedy Receiving the 
“Peace Signal,” 1965-1969  
Vietnam - Photographs of John Gunther Dean 
Vietnam - Provincial Report from Da Nang, 4/72-6/72 
Vietnam - Provincial Report from Quang Tin and Quang Ngai, 4/72-6/72 
Vietnam - Provincial Report from Quang Tri, 4/72-6/72 
Vietnam - Provincial Report from Thua, April - June 1972 
Vietnam - Security for Cham Museum of Da Nang, 1970-1972 
Vietnam - Thesis - “Current French Policy toward Vietnam”, Center for International Affairs  
on Vietnam, Harvard University, 1969-1970 
 
Return to series list 
 
John Gunther Dean’s Post Career Files 
 
Container 17 
Afghanistan - Correspondence/Telegrams, 1987-1988 
Afghanistan - Notes, 1988-2005 
Afghanistan - Press Clippings and Reports, 1988-1994 
Afghanistan - Press Clippings and Reports, 1996-2001 
Afghanistan - Press Clippings and Reports, 2002-2005 
Cambodia - Khmer Sculpture Press Clippings, 2006 
Correspondence, 2005 
Correspondence - Hamilton Jordan, 2002-2005  
India and Israel - Notes and Press Clippings, 1989-2004 
Inventory and Notes of Collection [1] 
Inventory and Notes of Collection [2] 
Israeli - Palestinian Conflict - Book, "The World According to Whitbeck" 
 
Container 18 
Koursk - Documentary Film, 8/2000 
Koursk - Inventory and Comments, 2000 
Koursk - Press Clippings and Correspondence, 2000-2005 
Lebanon - 1993-2005 
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Lebanon - Article, 2002 written by John Gunther Dean 
Lebanon - Assassination Attempt - Press Clippings, 1979-2002  
Medical Files, 1988-1989 
Newsletter - Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training Spring, 2006 
Notes - India Thailand, Pakistan, Laos, and Vietnam 
Palestine - Book - Palestinian Diplomacy 
Russia and India - Inventory and Comments, 2000-2005 
Russia and India - Military Cooperation, 2000-2005 
Russia - Notes on Oligarchs 
Thailand - Newspapers - Phnom Penh Post, 1997-2005 
Vietnam - Cham Sculpture Museum of Da Nang 
 
Return to series list 
 
John Gunther Dean’s Supplement to Post Career Files 
 
Container 18 
2006 
2007 
May 19, 2007 VOA Interview 
 
Return to series list 
 
Return to collection summary 
 
Last modified: October 2013  


