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Collection Summary 

  
Creator: George D. Moffett, 1943- 
 
Title: George D. Moffett Papers 
 
Dates: 1977-1985 
 
Quantity: 5 linear feet, 13 containers 
 
Identification: 

Accession Number: 86-01 
National Archives Identifier: 1091 
  

Scope and Content: 
This collection consists of correspondence, memoranda, notes, speeches, news clippings, 
transcripts, audio tapes, and published documents. The material relates to George 
Moffett's research for his dissertation and book on the ratification of the Panama Canal 
Treaties. In addition to typical research notes and materials, this collection includes 
material from his Committee of Americans for the Canal Treaties (COACT) office files; 
White House memoranda made available to him during his service in Hamilton Jordan's 
Chief of Staff Office; and published hearings on the Canal Treaties before the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations. Due to Moffett’s participation in the ratification effort, 
the collection also contains his reference materials reflecting inside information and 
interaction with principal players in the treaty debate. Notes of oral history interviews and 
conversations have been closed in accordance with the donor's deed of gift. 

 
Creator Information: George D. Moffett 

George D. Moffett served as Director of Research for the Committee of Americans for 
the Canal Treaties (COACT), Inc. from the time it was formed in October 1977, until 
Congress ratified the Canal Treaties in April 1978.  He then served as a Staff Assistant to 
President Carter, and later as Assistant to Chief of Staff Hamilton Jordan. While working 
in Jordan’s office, Moffett was also engaged in research for his doctoral dissertation. In 
1981, Moffett earned a PhD in history from George Washington University.  He 
published his dissertation in 1985 under the title, The Limits of Victory: The Ratification 
of the Panama Canal Treaties. Since 1986, Moffett has worked for the Christian Science 
Monitor. 
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Restrictions: 
Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with 
applicable executive order(s), which governs National Security policies, applicable 
statutes/agency restrictions, and material which has been closed in accordance with the 
donor’s deed of gift. 
 
Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been 
donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to 
copyright restrictions (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.). Researchers should contact the 
publisher for further information. 
 

Related Material: 
Related materials in this repository: Office of the Assistant to the President for 
Communications - Gerald Rafshoon’s and Greg Schneider’s White House Files; White 
House Central Files-Subject Files, Foreign Affairs (FO) Subject Category; White House 
Press Office-Jody Powell’s Files 
 
Separated material: Notes of oral history interviews and conversations 

 
Index Terms: 

Limited to major topics under each category 
Persons: George D. Moffett; Hamilton Jordan 
 
Organizations: Committee of Americans for the Canal Treaties (COACT), Incorporated 
 
Subjects: Panama Canal, Panama Canal Treaties 
 
Places: Panama 
 
Types of Material: Correspondence, memoranda, notes, speeches, clippings, transcripts, 
audio tapes, published documents 

 
Administrative Information: 

Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or Title of 
Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], [Box Number], 
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library. 
 
Acquisition information: These donated historical materials were received under 
provisions of the instrument of gift that George D. Moffett signed February 5, 1986. 
 
Processing information: The first series of the collection was opened in 1987.  
 

System of Arrangement: 
The records of the George D. Moffett Papers contain one series. 
 

 Series Title National Archives Identifier 
George D. Moffett’s Subject Files 144745 
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Detailed Description of the Collection 

 
George D. Moffett’s Subject Files 
Scope and Content: Containers 1-13. This series was opened in 1987. This series consists of 
correspondence, memoranda, notes, clippings, book galleys, audio tapes, and miscellaneous 
printed materials. The material relates to George Moffett’s research files for his dissertation and 
book;  his Committee of Americans for the Canal Treaties (COACT) office files; White House 
memoranda made available to him during his service in Hamilton Jordan’s office; and published 
hearings on the Canal Treaties before the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.  Arranged 
alphabetically by folder title. 
 
Return to series list 
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Container List 
 
 George D. Moffett’s Subject Files 
 
Container 1  
 African (AF) Press Clips       
American Legion [Bulletin]  
American Legion Vets        
Analysis of the Estimated Cash Requirements of the Panama Canal Commission, 1979-1983        
[American Relations Abroad (ARA) News Roundup, 1977]        
[ARA News Roundup, 1978-1979] [1]   
[ARA News Roundup, 1978-1979] [2]        
Boston Panama Case        
[Business] - Banks 
Business - General     
 
Container 2   
Business - General        
Business - General        
Business - Mines        
[Business] - National Association of Manufacturers / Chamber of Commerce        
[Business] - Panama Private Development Planning and U.S. Investment        
[Business] - Shippers [1]        
[Business] - Shippers [2]        
[Business] - Shippers        
Carter Administration    
 
Container 3     
Carter Administration Efforts     
[Clippings] - New York Times, 1977-1978 [1]        
[Clippings] - New York Times, 1977-1978 [2]        
[Clippings] - Washington Post, 1977-1978 [1]        
[Clippings] - Washington Post, 1977-1978 [2]        
[Clippings] - Washington Star, 1977-1978 [3]     
[Clippings and Printed Material]        
[Clippings and Printed Material]  
 
Container 4       
The Committee of Americans for the Canal Treaties (COACT), Incorporated: A Brief History, 
10/77-4/78        
COACT - Administrative - General        
COACT - Attendees        
COACT - Briefings, Special Interest Groups        
COACT - Committee Members and Addresses        
COACT - Committee Members and Addresses        
COACT - Events    
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Container 5     
COACT - Financial     
COACT - Ford, President Gerald R., 12/78        
COACT - General [1]        
COACT - General [2]        
COACT - New Hampshire, Indiana, and Tennessee        
COACT - Questions and Answers         
 
Container 6      
COACT - Support Letters        
COACT - State Committees        
COACT - Targeted Mailing Campaign        
Congressional        
Council of the Americas        
DeConcini, Senator Dennis        
[Editorial Positions on the Panama Canal Treaty]        
[Fact Sheets - Panama Canal]        
Final Environmental Impact Statement for the New Panama Canal Treaties, 12/77        
Grand Old Party (GOP)        
History - [Panama Canal] 
 
Container 7        
Implementing Legislation        
Lawsuits        
Memoranda - White House, 6/14/77-3/27/78        
Military        
[Moffett, George D. The Limits of Victory - Galleys] [1]        
[Moffett, George D. The Limits of Victory - Galleys] [2]        
[Mondale's Visit to Panama, 9/30/79-10/2/79, Briefing Book] [1]                            
[Mondale's Visit to Panama, 9/30/79-10/2/79, Briefing Book] [2]                            
[Mondale's Visit to Panama, 9/30/79-10/2/79, Moffett's Travel Folder]     
 
Container 8   
National Organizations Listings - Labor, Blacks, Environmentalists        
National Organizations Listings - Religious [1]                            
National Organizations Listings - Religious [2]                            
National Organizations Listings - Women, Pan-Americans, Ethnic [1]                            
National Organizations Listings - Women, Pan-Americans, Ethnic [2]                           
Nuechterlein, Jeffrey D. "The 1978 Panama Canal Treaties - The Record of the Carter 
Administration" [1]                     
Nuechterlein, Jeffrey D. "The 1978 Panama Canal Treaties - The Record of the Carter 
Administration" [2]                      
Panama Canal - Atlantic Gulf Ports Coalition and Implementing Legislation [1]                      
Panama Canal - Atlantic Gulf Ports Coalition and Implementing Legislation [2]    
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Container 9                   
[Panama] Canal Debate - Substantive [1]               
[Panama] Canal Debate - Substantive [2]               
Panama Canal Treaties - White House Briefing, 1/26/78        
Polling Data        
Polls [1]        
Polls [2]        
[Publications]        
Oral History        
[Research Files] [1]   
 
Container 10             
[Research Files] [2]               
[Research Files - Newspapers]        
[Research Files - Notes, Correspondence, and Papers]        
[Research Files - "The Panama Canal Treaties and the Politics of Policy Change"]        
[Research Files - State Department Publications]        
Reagan - Buckley Debate        
Right Wing        
Right Wing - Conspiracy    
 
Container 11     
Right Wing - Political Tracts        
Right Wing - Reagan        
Right Wing Garbage - General        
Speeches [1]              
Speeches [2]              
[Statewide Survey in Texas on Attitudes toward the Panama Canal Treaty]        
["The Three-Headed Eagle Revisited: “Who are the Cold War Internationalists, Post - Cold War 
Internationalists, and Isolationists?"]        
[Transcript - Meeting at the International Inn, 11/18/77]        
Truth Squad [1]        
Truth Squad [2]     
   
Container 12 
Publications 
 
Container 13 
Publications 
 
Return to series list 
 
Return to collection summary 
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