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Collection Summary 

 
Creator: Jimmy Carter 

Title: Plains Files 

Dates: 1973-1982 

Quantity: 17 linear feet, 42 containers 

 
Identification: 

Accession Number: 80-1 

National Archives Identifier: 591256 

 
Scope and Content: 

This collection consists of materials sent to Plains, Georgia to be available to President 

Jimmy Carter while writing his memoirs. The material details foreign and domestic 

policy in the Carter administration. The collection also includes a small amount of pre- 

Presidential and post-Presidential material. 

 
Creator Information: Jimmy Carter/Plains Files 

The Plains Files is a shadow collection, which was compiled for the President’s memoir. 

The files are mostly copies of selected documents from already established collections. 

 
Restrictions: 

Restrictions on Access: These papers contain documents restricted in accordance with 

Executive Order 12958, which governs National Security policies, and material which 

has been closed in accordance with the donor’s deed of gift. 

 
Terms Governing Use and Reproduction: Copyright interest in these papers has been 

donated to the United States Government. Some of the records may be subject to 

copyright restrictions. (i.e. newspapers, publications, etc.) Researchers should contact the 

publisher for further information. 

 
Related Material: 

Related materials in this repository: National Security Council; Presidential Daily Diary; 

White House Central Files Countries Files; State Department 

http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/
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Index Terms: 

Persons: President Jimmy Carter 

 
Subjects: Foreign Policy; Elections; Administration Accomplishments; SALT II; 

Camp David Summit 

 
Places: Iran; Middle East; China 

 
Types of Material: Correspondence, notes, schedules, briefings, memoranda, and 

reports 

 
Administrative Information: 

Preferred citation: [Type of Document], [Names of Sender and Recipient or 

Title of Document], [Date], [Collection Title], [Series Title], [Folder Title], 

[Box Number], Jimmy Carter Presidential Library. 

 
Acquisition information: These historical materials were received under provisions 

of the instrument of gift that Jimmy Carter signed January 31, 1981. 

Processing information: The collection was opened in March, 1996. 

System of Arrangement: 

The records of the Plains Files are divided into three series: 
 

Series Title National Archives Identifier 

 President’s  Personal  Foreign  Affairs  Files  591273 

 President’s  Daily  Diary  591286 

Subject Files 591289 
 

 
 

Detailed Description of the Collection 

 
 President’s Personal Foreign Affairs Files  
Scope and Content: Containers 1-5. This series was opened in March, 1996. This series 
contains correspondence and notes relating to foreign policy in various countries.  Arranged 
alphabetically by country name. 

 
President’s Daily Diary  
Scope and Content: Containers 5-16. This series was opened on March, 1996. This series 

 contains copies of the President's daily schedule.  Arranged chronologically. 
 
Subject Files 
Scope and Content: Containers 16-42. This series was opened in March, 1996. This series 
contains correspondence, notes, and briefing papers relating to international relations, 

congressional liaison, legislation, Iranian Hostage Crisis, and national security issues 

confronted during the Carter Administration.  Arranged alphabetically by folder title. 

 
 Return to Series List 
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Container List 

 

 

 

President’s Personal Foreign Affairs Files  

 
Container 1 
Afghanistan, 3/78-2/80 
Algeria, 3/78-6/78 

Argentina, 6/78 

Australia, 3/78-12/80 

Austria, 6/79-5/80 
Bangladesh, 9/78-6/81 

Barbados, 4/80 

Bavaria, 3/80 

Belgium, 4/80-5/80 

Bolivia, 3/78-6/78 

Botswana, 6/78-10/78 

Brazil, 3/78-6/78 

Canada, 7/77-7/80 

Cape Verde, 9/78 

Chile, 12/76 

China, People's Republic of, 6/77-1/80 

Colombia, 6/78-2/80 

Costa Rica, 5/78-12/80 

Cuba, 2/78-9/80 

Cyprus, 3/78-1/80 

Denmark, 2/78-3/78 

Dominica, 11/78 
Dominican Republic, 5/78-9/78 

Ecuador, 4/78-2/80 

Egypt, 11/77-11/81 

Ethiopia, 2/78-10/80 

European Communities, Commission of the, 7/78-3/80 

European Parliament, 1/80 

France, 9/77-5/81 

Gabon, 4/78-1/80 

Gambia, 9/78 

Germany, Federal Republic of, 9/77-11/80 

 
Container 2 
Great Britain, 6/77-12/80 

Greece, 3/78-10/78 

Guatemala, 5/78-2/80 

Guinea, 6/78-8/79 

Guyana, 4/78-5/78 

Honduras, 1/79-4/80 
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India, 2/77-1/81 

Ireland, 11/79-5/80 

Israel, 11/77-2/79 

Israel, 3/79 

Israel, 4/79-11/81 

Italy, 5/78-6/80 

Ivory Coast, 2/78-12/78 

Jamaica, 2/78-9/80 

Japan, 3/78-3/81 
Jordan, 9/78-6/80 

Kenya, 3/78-2/80 

Korea, Republic of, 5/78-11/80 

Liberia, 4/78-8/80 

Libya, 12/79 

Malaysia, 4/78-7/78 

Maldives, 10/78 

Mali, 9/78 

Malta, 5/78-7/80 

Mexico, 6/78-1/80 

 
Container 3 
Mid East, 8/78-11/78 

Mid East, 12/78-3/79 

Mid East, 4/79-12/80 

Monaco, 4/78 

Morocco, 12/77-12/79 

Mozambique, 7/78-10/78 

Nepal, 7/78 

Netherlands, 10/79-12/79 

New Zealand, 11/78 

Nicaragua, 6/78-9/79 

Nigeria, 1/78-10/80 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 5/78-12/80 

Norway, 5/80 

Oman, 11/78-5/8 

Pakistan, 6/78-11/80 
Panama, 9/77-9/80/80 

Panama Canal, 8/77 

Panama Canal, 9/77-5/79 

Peru, 4/78 

Philippines, 6/78-4/80 

Poland, 5/78-12/80 

Portugal, 8/78-6/80 

 
Container 4 
Potential International Crises, 1977-9/80 

Romania, 4/78-5/80 

Saudi Arabia, 5/77-11/80 

Senegal, 6/78-1180 
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Sierra Leone, 10/78-9/80 

Singapore, 4/78 

Solomon Islands, 6/78-10/78 

Somalia, 3/78 

South Africa, Republic of, 3/78-1/80 

Spain, 1/80-6/80 

Sri Lanka, 4/78-7/78 

Sudan, 9/78-11/79 

Summit Meetings, 7/78-6180 

Syrian Arab Republic, 4/78-10/78 

Tanzania, 3/78-11/80 

Thai land, 2/79-11/79 

Togo, 8/78 

Tunisia, 3/78-12/78 
Turkey, 5/78-2/80 

Tuvalu, 10/78 

Uganda, 6/79 

United Arab Emirates, 3/78 

United Nations, 11/78-11/80 

Upper Volta, 9/78 

Uruguay, 3/78 

USSR (Brezhnev Drafts/Letters) 2/77-3/77 

USSR (Brezhnev Drafts/Letters) 4/77-9/80 

 
Container 5 
USSR - General, 9/77-12/80 

USSR - Molink - 10/78-9/80 

USSR - SALT, 2/77-12/77 

USSR - SALT, 1/78-1/80 

USSR - SALT II Summit, President's Personal Notes, 6/79-10/79 

Vatican City, 9/78-6/80 

Venezuela, 2/78-7/78 

Yugoslavia, 1/78-1/81 

Zaire, 10/78-9/79 

Zambia, 12/77-4/80 

Zimbabwe, 12/80 

 
 Return to Series List 
 
 

 

President’s Daily Diary 

Container 5 
Corrected Pages for 1977, 3/77-1/79 
1/20-30/77 
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Container 6 
1/31/77-6/5/77 [1-7] 

 
Container 7 
6/6/77-10/2/77 [1-7] 

 
Container 8 

10/3/77-2/5/78 [1-7] 

 
Container 9 
2/6/78-5/21/78 [1-7] 

 
Container 10 
5/22/78-9/3/78 [1-8] 

 
Container 11 
9/4/78-12/10/78 [1-7] 

 
Container 12 
12/1/78-4/8/79 [1-6] 

 
Container 13 
4/9/79-7/29/78 [1-7] 

 
Container 14 
7/30/79-10/28/79 [1-7] 

 
Container 15 
10/29/79-9/28/80 [1-7] 

 
Container 16 
9/29/80-10/5/80 

 
 Return to Series List 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Files 

 
Container 16 
Accomplishments - Agencies, A-F, 12/80 
Accomplishments - Agencies, G-R, 12/80 

Accomplishments - Agencies, S-Z, 12/80 

Accomplishments - Departments, A-K, 12/80 
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Accomplishments - Departments, L-Z, 12/80 

Accomplishments - White House and Miscellaneous [1] 12/80 

 
Container 17 
Accomplishments - White House and Miscellaneous [2] 12/80 

Agenda for the Eighties Report, 12/80 [1-3] 

Assad (Syria) Geneva Visit, 2/77-5/77 

AWACS, 1/81 

B-1 Bomber, 6/77-7/77 

B-1 Bomber, President's File, 5/77-6/77 

Begin (Menachem) Communications, 11/77-8/78 

Brezhnev-Carter Correspondence, 1977-1980 [1-4] 

 
Container 18 
Cabinet Minutes, 1977-1980 [1-6] 

 
Container 19 
Camp David Domestic Summit - President's Notes, 7/79 
Carter (Billy) Investigation Report, 8/80 

China Normalization - Incoming Messages, 12/78 

China Normalization - Items of Significance, 12/72-12/78 

China Normalization - Outgoing Messages, 12/78 

China (PRC) Normalization, 2/77-1/79 

Coal Strike, 3/78 

Congressional Farewell Letters: A-Z, 12/80-3/81 

Congressional Liaison Weekly Legislative Reports, 1/77-6/77 

 
Container 20 
Congressional Liaison Weekly Legislative Reports, 7/77-8/79 [1-6] 

 
Container 21 

Congressional Liaison Weekly Legislative Reports, 9/79-11/80 [1-4] 
Cuba: Soviet Troops, 9/79-10/79 

Defense, 8/78 

Economist Diary, 12/80 

Fahd Visit (Saudi Arabia), 5/77 

Family Tree, 8/78 

Farewell Address, 12/80 

Ford, Gerald, 4/77 

 
 

Container 22 
Foreign Policy Goals, 4/77 
Foreign Policy Goals: Notes and Drafts, 7/77-4/81 

Foreign Policy Objectives - Hedley Donovan Report [1-5] 8/80 
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Container 23 
Haig, General Alexander (NATO) 2/77 
Head of State Address List, 6/81 

Head of State Farewells, 1/81 

Head of State Farewells - Algeria-Israel, 11/80-5/81 

Head of State Farewells - Italy-Portugal, 11/80-5/81 

Head of State Farewells - Romania-Zambia, 11/80-2/81 

Head of State Greetings, 1/77 

Iran, n.d. 

Iran, 6/75-12/79 

I ran, 1/80-3/80 

Iran, 4/80 

Iran, 5/80-9/80 

 
Container 24 
Iran, 10/80-1/21/81 [1]  

 
Container 25 
Iran, 1/21/81 [2] 
Iran, 1/22/81-10/81 

Iran - Beckwith, Charles, 5/80-12/80 

Iran - Christopher, Warren Report, 2/81 

Iran Chronology, 5/78-1/81 

Iran Report, 1/81 

Iran Update, 11/79 

Iran Update, 12/1-15/79 

 
Container 26 
Iran Update, 12/16-31/79 
Iran Update, 1/80-7/80 [1-7] 

 
Container 27 

Iran Update, 8/80-1/81 [1-8] 

 
Container 28 
Judicial Appointments, 1/81 
Libya, 3/77-4/77 

Mid-East - Arms Sale Package and Congress, 5/78-7/78 

Mid-East - Camp David Summit, President's Working Papers, n.d. 

Mid-East - Camp David Summit, President's Working Papers, 10/22/73-9/12/78 

Mid-East - Camp David Summit, President's Working Papers, 9/13/78-9/27/78 

Mid-East Trip - Draft Statements, 9/78-3/79 

Mid-East Trip - President's Journal, 3/79  

Middle East, n.d. 

Mideast, 10/77-1/82 

NSC (National Security Council) Weekly Reports, 2/77-6/77 

NSC Weekly Reports, 7/77-12/77 
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Container 29 
NSC Weekly Reports, 1/78-5/80 [1-6] 

 

  Container 30 

NSC Weekly Reports, 6/80-12/80 

  NSC/SCC Minutes, 11/79-8/80 [1-5] 
 

Container 31 
“Out Box," 2-4/77 
Post-Election Correspondence, 11/80-12/80 

Post-Election Correspondence - A-F, 11/80-3/81 

Post-Election Correspondence - G-N, 11/80-3/81 

Post-Election Correspondence - O-S, 11/80-2/81 

Post-Election Correspondence - T-Z, 11/80-3/81 

Presidency, 4/78-2/81 

Presidential Activities, 4/77-9/77 

President's Activities Weekly Abstracts, 1977-1981 [1-3] 

 
Container 32 
President's Comments on Memos, 1977-1979 [1-3] 
President's Comments on Memos - Domestic, 1980 

President's Comments on Memos - Foreign, 1/80-5/80 

President's Comments on Memos - Foreign, 6/80-10/80 

 
Container 33 
President's Comments on Memos Incomplete, 6/78-12/81 [1-7] 

 
Container 34 
President's Daily Schedule with Notes, 12/77-1/81 [1-7] 

 
Container 35 
Public Papers Synopsis for 1977, 6/81 
Public Papers Synopsis for 1/78-4/78, 6/81 

Public Papers Synopsis for 5/78-8/78, 7/81 

Rabin, Yitzhak, 3/77 

Record of President Jimmy Carter, 10/79 

Records Handling, 2/77 

Resignations, 12/80-4/81 

Sadat (Anwar) Communications, 1/77-11/80 

Sadat/Egypt, 3/77 

SALT, 4/77-8/78 

SALT II Senate Update, 5/8/79 

 
Container 36 
SALT I II, 4/79 
Saudi Arabia, 3/77-1/82 

Schmidt (Helmut) Communications, 4/80-6/80 

Schultze (Charles) Memos, 1977-1980 [1-4] 
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Container 37 

Secret Service, 2/77-11/80 

Secure Phone Calls, 6/77-6/81 

Special Coordinating Committee (SCC) Meeting, 11/24/80 

Special Coordinating Committee (SCC) Meetings, 8/80-9/80 

Special Coordinating Committee (SCC) Meetings, 10/80-1/81 

State Department Evening Reports, 1/77-7/77 [1-6] 

 
Container 38 
State Department Evening Reports, 8/77-7/78 [1-12] 

 
Container 39 
State Department Evening Reports, 8/78-9/79 [1-14] 

 
Container 40 
State Department Evening Reports, 10/79-10/80 [1-13] 

 
Container 41 
State Department Evening Reports, 11/80-1/81 [1-3] 
Transition - Congressional Relations, ca. 11/76 

Transition - Documents Ready for the President's Review, 11/76 

Transition - Foreign Policy and Defense Matters, 10/76-11/76 

Transition - Foreign Policy Priorities, 11/76 

Transition - Jack Valenti Suggestions, 6/76 

Transition - Materials on Government Reorganization for Chairman Brooks, 3/73-11/76 

Transition - State and Defense Options Papers, 11/76 [1-3] 

 
Container 42 
Transition - State and Defense Options Papers, 11/76 [4] 
Transition - State and Defense Options Papers Comments, 11/76 

Vance, Cyrus Moscow Trip, 3/77 

Water Projects, 3/77 

 
Return to series list 

 

Return to Collection Summary 
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