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Interview with Mrs. Jimmy Carter

December 21, 1974

Conducted at the Governor's Mans1on by Joyce Gallagher, Dept. of Archives
and History . .
Interviewer: Mrs. Carter, I would like you to tell me a little bit about
your family background ahd what it was like growing up in Plains, Ga.

Mrs. Carter: Ne]],'I was born in Plains and 1ived there until Jimmy and I

got married. f have twb brothers and one sister. My father died when I was
13. My mothers mother died the next year, and my grandfather came to live
with us, and he was 1ike a father to mé. Me didn't have a lot of money; my
mother worked in the school Tunch room for a while and she sewed for other
people and she taught me how, when I was very little, to sew. I used to help
her make trouseaus for bridés and I loyed it and Mother enjoyed it too. But
then she went to work in the post office and she is still in the post office
now. She is assistant to the post master.

We had a very close family 1ife, I think because of those tragedies. My
youngest (I was the oldest of four children) sister was two when my daddy
died...so as the o]dest I felt that I had to help mother kind of raise the
children. And um, I look back on it and it was a happy time. Mother put
us all through college. I went to Georgia Southwestern, a juhiof co]]egg,
two years and graduated and then married Jimmy. I had known Jimmy at home
all my 1life. He was older than I was and he graduated from high school when
he was 16, as we did back then, because we only had 11 grades, and he left

home. And um, I was 13 at the time and his sister was my best friend and I
knew him but I didn't go-with him at all, because I was 13 years éld whén he
left home. And then he came home on leave the year before he was a‘first‘
classman at the Naval Academy. I had two dates with him and then I went to

Annapolis a couple of times and back for June Week and then we got married
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the next summer when he graduated. And so I enjoyed growing up in Plains.
It is a small town and it's still a small town. ile had 575 people in the
1960 census; in the 1970 we had over 600 (laugh) so it has grown a little
bit. But we Tove it amd we wve... '

Jimmy was in the navy for 8 years after we got married; then we came back
to Plains in 1953. And um, his father had a very small warehouse; ho employees
except during the harvest season and planting season. It was a farm supply
warehouse. He bought and resold fertilizer, bought and resold seed peanuts,
and then bought the crops from the farmers when they harvested them. lell,
Jimmy took over the business and built it up into a really good business.

For instance, we manufacture our own fertilizer; we grow our own seed peanuts
and have a processing plant and sell high quality seed peanuts. Hé, um, se]ll
all kinds of farm supplies, for instance, and do services for farms 1like
spread fertilizer on the farms.

kiell, anyway, a few years after Jimmy came home he got involved in local
politics. He was on the local school board. His father had been before he .
died; his father had been in the Legislature before he died. But we were
home for about 10 years before Jimmy ran for the Senate. But he had been
on the hospotal.AUthority and involved with local causes, and the Lions
. Club. I know one year he won two or three prizes in some kind of contest...
was it Better Homes and Gardens?...anyway wve won first prize for beautifying
the commuhity. We...Jimmy was a head of a committee at the Lions Club to
get everybody in town to paint their house, which we did. We got the streets
paved in town; they had never been paved. We built a swimm%qg pool...anyway
we won three or four prizes in a state-wide contest that we were very proud
of. But then in 1962 he decided to run for the Senate; it was when the Senate

was reapportioned and he only had 21 days to campaiun. lie had a court...we
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nad a poll watcher at one of the polls wno was supposed to be kinda crooked
(Taugh) and sure enough we had 330 that voted and they counted 400 and some-
thing ballots (Taugh). So we had to go to court but fjna]]y.did win and he
served in the Senate for four years, two terhs, a second term without oppo-
sition. And then he ran for Governor in 1966 and, as you know, was de-
feated. But I always think, because he got in so late, that he didn'f have
.time for people to know him. But, um, he said many times that it was a
blessing that he did not win in 1966, because for the next four years he
traveled the state and campaigned and really learned so much about the state.
I thought that I having 1lived in Georgia most all my 1life, except for the
time Jimmy was in the navy, I thought I knew a lot about the state. But
when you start traveling over and campaigning and meeting people there is
so much to Tearn, and it's really exciting to me. I enjoyed it so much

and Jimmy did too. When you look back upon it those four years are very
valuable to me, ]earn{ng the people and learning the staté.

InterQiewer: llhen you were in Plains I guess you never imagined you would
be a Governor's wife, did you? Much less President's wife?

Mrs. Carter: No, and when we got married, of course, Jimmy had just gradu-
ated from the MNaval Academy and had planned to make the Navy a career. He
was on the second nuclear submarine at the time his father died; they were
building the reactor and we were 1living in Schenectady, New York. He was

a Senior Officer attached to the submarine and I don't think it Qas a hard
decision for him, though; he never hesitated about it; he felt he had to
come home. His only brother was still in high school; there was mobpdy at
home to take care of business and family situations. We never have re- )
gretted it.

Interviewer: Did you enjoy being a Navy officers wife?

Mrs. Carter: I enjoyed it. \lle traveled and got to see the country, and
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Jimmy had good duty. He only had one cruise that lasted about three months
when we were in the'naQy. The rest of the time he was maybe gone three or
four days to sea and back in for weekends. He just had real good duty. And
we enjoyed it. We lived, for instance, for two years in Hawaii, and he
worked tropical hours from 7 until 1. One of our children was born out
there. Jack, the first boy was born when we lived in Norfolk, Virginia.
Chip was born in Hawaii, and Jeffery was born vihen we 1ived in New London,
Conn. Amy was born in Georgia; we lived at home.

Interviewer: Were you disappointed when you had to leave the Navy and come
back to Plains or were you looking forward to it?

Mrs. Carter: Jimmy was never disappointed. I was a little bit disappointed.
i didn't.think I wanted to come home. I had traveled over the country (laugh)
but I never have regretted it; I was glad after we got home. And I loved
Plains and I loved being at homa. And I always worked with Jimmy in the
business and that was kind of fulfilling to us because we started with so .
lTittle and built it up. I started helping keep his...he kept his books; .

he loaded every bag of fertilizer for the first few years. I remember we
hired our first fulltime employee (laugh) and that was exciting. But I
kept the books and I ...first he said come down and help him one day a week
and then it got to be two days a week, then three and four times a week, and
then it got to be a full time job; -I studied accounting; I took a corres-
pondence-course. Well, it was not really a correspondence course; I had a
friend wHo taught accpunfiﬁg qt,the_Vbcationa] Technicai‘ﬁchobl in Americus
and she gave me the books and I studied them oﬁ my own. We had somebody set
them up...véry complicated books because we had three busfﬁesses-]iquid
nitrogen business, our peanut business, and the regular warehouse business-
so it was a challenge to me to learn to keep it and I always enjoyed that,_

I always thought that I would get my CPA license or whatever you call it
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(laugh), but of course I never did. Jimmy started running for the Senate

and . I just:never did do that.

" Interviewer: Yhen you went to Georgia Southwestern, what was your main area
of interest in school, academically?

Mrs. Carter: I jusf took a regular junior college course. Because I had
thought that I wanted to be an interior designer, and I was going on to school
to major in that. But then I got married.

Interviewer: You probably don't regret it, do you? (laugh)

Mrs. Carter: No-(laugh)

Interviewer: Seems 1ike you have had an exciting life since then.

Mrs. Cafter: I have, it really has been interesting. When you, for instance,
‘when we moved from Plains and traveled in the Navy, it opened up a whole new
world to me. We met Navy people who had traveled all over the world, and then
we came back home and met the farmers in the warehouse, and those were people
we never had known before. In 1962, the same year Jimﬁy ran for the Senate,
we built a cotton‘gin and Jimmy traveled over all the surrounding counties,
maybe seven or eiéht counties, meeting everybody that 1ived in those counties.
You don't know how many people 1ive around you that you don't know. It
opened up a whole 'nother world of people to us. That was the spring; then

in the fall of that year he ran for the Senate, and there were more friends
and more people and it just...everytime we go into a new venture it just opens
a completely new world to you. Things go on right around you that you are
unaware of; that's really exciting to me.

Interviewer: That's a continual grthh process, meetidg people and learning
other viewpdiﬁis, feelings and thoughts. I imagine politics has been a r;ally
effective viay of doing that?

Mrs. Carter: It really is. When you meet people all over the state and when

you learn to love them...they walk up and down the streets with you when pass

out brochures and, 1ike I say, it is hard work... on the factory shift in the
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morning and I just love those people that help me. That work with me and I'11

be grateful to them all my life.

Interviewer: I'm sure you will. MYere you prepared for the governorship when you
or when Jimmy decided that he was going to run? ‘

Mrs. Carter: No. I never never have been so suprised. I remember that night in
1966, the last night of the sés;ion, and Jimmy was going to run for Congress; he
was not coming back to the Senate. We were in the Senate chambers and it was the
last night, always a lot of fun, a lot of toasting people. Peter Zack Geer was
going to run for something and they were toasting Peter Zack Geer and it was bed-
lam. We were standing in the back of the Senate chamber and Jimmy, like I said,
was going to run for Congress, and he said, "Do you know what I would really like
to be," and he said, "I would like to be lieutenant governor--I would turn this
Senate around.” He said, "It would be a businesslike body and it would work."
laugh). That was the last night in March, and in June he decided to run for
governor. He had never thought about it either until ah...he was running against
Bo Callaway for Congress and Bo decided to run for governor. But I don't know

whether he decided to run first or Jinmy decided to run first. But anyway one

of the candidates dropped our of the race and he got in in late June. He had

a lot of calls, a lot of people asking him to run, but the decision was his; he
decided to do it. I don't think he has ever regretted it. But I know that he
never had...I know that that spring he never thought about (laugh) running. And
that was just a few months before he decided to do it.

Interviewer: He just decided on the spur of the moment. But he didn't decide

to take the lieutenant governor. It would have been nice to see someone turn

the House and Senate around (laugh).

Mrs. Carter: Uh huh. No, he just...we were standing back there Tooking at all
thét going on in the Senate that night and that is what he said.

Interviewer: Did he give a 1ot more thought to his decision to run for President--

I'm sure he must have. He didn't just turn around one day and say I think I'M

run for President? (laugh)
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iMrs. Tarter: No, he really has been thinking about that for about two

years. He.thought about it a long time before he ever said it, in-fact,

I think. But I know when he first started telling people that he was going
to do it, it really is oyerwhe]ming. When he first approached me with it, I
couldn't think about it. It was Jjust awesome tb me that he could, he could -
run for President and I might be out campaigning over the country. I just...
it was not that I didn't look forward to campaigning but just the fact that
Jimmy might be Presidént was just awesome tome. I didn't really...it took

. me awhile to get used to if in my mind. But then you meet people that are
running and you get to know these people, and I know that Jimmy can do as
good a job as they can. ‘I really think he can and, well, I know he can. He
ha; got abilities thatvI think.our country needs. So after I got over that
first kiﬁd.df shock..;Nell, I‘remembér the ffrst_day‘he told me he was going
to run for governor. People were calling him to At]anfa, and he had comerto
Atlanta just to see what the situation was. I was.wa]king home from the ware-
"house just about 1/2 mile from our house in Plains to the warehouse, right in
front of Jimmy's mother's house, and she called me and said, "Jimmy's trying
to findyou.® And I went in her house...I had on my dungarees cause I was
working... I went in and answered the telephone, and he said, "I think I've
decided to run for governor" (laugh). And I remember walking the rest of

the way home... just unbelievable to me that Jimmy could be governor. Of
course, I never doubted that he could do a good job. But the state is so big.
And I had campaigned for the Senate and I just...ah, of course, it was ex-
citing to me. I just kind of walked on air all the way home, that Jimmy might
be governor someday. But then even when Jimmy started talking about running
for President, he'd say, "I'm going to run for (gulp) for President," he
could nardly say it (laugh) at first. But ah, 1ike I say, when you think about

it and you meet the people that running for President, I know Jimmy can do

as good a job as they can. And he feels confident and he has worked hard.
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ne has planned...ne already has his plans for what he is going to- be doing in
the next‘year; He has laid ground work in a Tot of states and he's jdst.VEry
confident.

Intervievier: tiell, when you finally made governor's wife, were you really
excited?

virs. Carter: I Was, of ;ourse; we had worked so long and hard, four years. I
had done all of Jimmy's ﬁorréspondence; I worked in the warehouse all day and
then I would do his correspondence at nith, for fwo or three years, and then
the last year I campaigned too. But we had worked so hard and we didn't have
any money-we had to do it on a shoestring. And.we had just‘planned, and qidn't
.have endorsements‘from ény of the major political figﬁres or the‘newspapers.

I think we had two newspapers in the state that endorsed us. And, ah, so just...
we felt like, on“our'owﬁ we had done'this} 0f course, we couldn't havé dbne
this without the help of alot of friends;'but it was just exciting to work

hard and then have your dreams fulfilled.

Interviewer: Were you apprehensive?

Mrs. Carter: Vell, I never had-I don't think I had ever rea]]y,thqught about
what would happen after he was elected. MWe had always worked for that day and

I kind of put it out of my mind what I would have to do afterwards. And sudden-
,1y Jimmy was governor, and I was scared to death (laugh). I really kind of
panicked. Me were at the conference in North Caroiina for governors-elect and
they had some of the governors, some of the men who were presently governors

and all of the newly elected governofs, and they talked fo us a lot about what
to expect and we met with some of the governors wives and fhéy helped me a lot.
Tnen I came...I remember the first day I came to the mansion, I never had seen
the mansion; I had passed here in the campaign in 1966, when the columns were
still wrapped, when it was being built, but I had never seen the mansion and

I called Mrs. Maddox and asked her if I could come by. She told me that she
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had stood at the door everyday, I think...she said it was just like a job;

you get up and go to work at.9:30 in the morning (laugh). She told me that
she couldn't find a cook, so if she ever had company she did the cooking; I
remember I went home and asked Jimmy why I worked so hard to heip him get
elected (laugh). And then the day that we moved in, I just really worked...
well, the first day that I came a trooper... you know, we had to get the
trooper to let us in the gate, and then a trooper met me at the front door
and I was scared of the troopers (laugh). I couldn't...it was overwhelming

to me how...who would keeb the mansion? Who would keep it clean? And how
would ydu entertain guests? It was frightening to me at first. But I've had
so much good help. And no matter who you call on, you have a problem and you
-call on somebody to help you, and they help you;A And so it has all worked out
well; I've nhad very few problems.

Interviewer: I'm sure it was a “shock trying to figure out who does what. How
does it all run? It is such a massive, mégnificent place, it would be over-

whelming.

Mrs. Carteri And the first day we were in the troopers kept calling us: "ihat
time do you waﬁt the fountain turned on? What time do you want the fountafn
turned off? What time do you want the 1ight?...Well, at night when we got
ready to go to bed, it took us about 45 minutes to turn the 1lights out. They
are everywhere. So we got the troopers to turn them out. And when they make
the rounds anyway and check all the doors and windows about every hour/ every
two hours and so they started to turn the 1lights out for us when they did that.
And they wanted to know what time. And you know all these ‘things I never had
thought of, and all of a sudden I had to make all kinds of decisions. But

I found out one thing in politics--well, I think just in 1ife--because Jimmy
brought home people for four years...we averaged 12 people a weekend coming

to Plains to talk about the campaign, spend the night--I fed them, I worked

in the warehouse all day. Pretty soon I found out that you can do what you
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have to do, but you have to nave a relaxed attitude about it or...At first,

I felt at home my house had to be perfect, the food ‘had to be'perfect, you
know, when you relax and enjoy people y0u can do it. And that is what I
found at the mansion. If you just relax and make your deciéions and enjoy it,
yOu can do‘it. You can do what you have to do. I think when you develop the
attitude that you...or Jimmy has sat me down so many times said, Just do what
you can do and don't worry about what yeu can't do because you can never do
everything that needs to be done at a certain time, not living here, not being
involved in politics. All the letters I have to write, he says, "Just do what
you can do, and don't worry about the other." And you can do it and you can
do all of it over a period of time--you can't maybe do it all when you want

to or as you would like to, but you_can'do it.

Interviewer: Do you think that js_the key to being a politicians wife?

Mrs. Carter: I think that is the key to anything; accept what you can do and
relax. And I think with the guests that we have...we've had so many guests...
celebrities, foreign dignitaries, and if you relax with...and if you have to
go into the kitchen to eat a sandwich because there is no he]pron Saturday
night..;they love, they enjoy it, fhey feel at home. And so I think that is
one reason we had a good time in the mansion.

Interviewer; hat do you perceive to be one of your most important roles as
First Lady of Georgia?

Mrs. Carter: The thing that has been most gratifying to me is my work with

the mental health program.. Um, Jimmy appointed me to the commission when it
was the first winter, a few months after he had been elected. He appoihted
a commission to improve services to the mentally and emotioﬁa]]y handicapped.
And he put me on the committee. And we traveled...I traveled...My job was to
travel to all the facilities in the state, not to find fault, but just to let
them know we were interested, and see what we could do. And at that time eur

vihole program was oriented to institutions and treating people in institutions
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We...the commission made a report back to him in the fall: the situation now...
at that time in Georgia, 1971...and then, what a good mental health program
could be. And he incorporated nearly every single thing in his reorganization
of state government. And we now have one of the greatest programs...we, of
course, have a long way to go, but we have one of the best programs in the
States. ile have people coming to us to see how we do it in Georgia. Im 1971,
we had 23 community mental health centers, day care centers, training centers;
now we have 135. And that is what I haye done more than anything else--is go
into the communities, help them raise their local funds toward establishing

day care or community health, mental health training programs. And now we have
one accessible to every county in the state. And I've really been.excited,

' 1 wofked with the §pecia1 olympics, which is ‘in Gafnesvi]le, Ga. That's onek
of the greatest progrémé I've ever been involQed.in. It takes...well, most
mentally héndicappéd peoplé, whether they are ﬁentai]y ill or mentally retarded,
we héve to give a lot of love ahd attention. And, we get these people out

of institufions and into community centers wvhere they can get atténtion--where
they can live with parents that love them, but have a place to go in the day-
time, because so many parents that I've seen are so completely tied down to

a child or relative or somebody in their home who is mentally retarded or

- mentally afflicted. It not only helps the person afflicted but it helps the
-parents, ah, to be able to get jobs and work for a living. So many many have
been on welfare and they'are.no longer on welfare because they have somewhere
to put their child and they can get out and make a 1iving. Oh...but to see
retarded children or mentally handicépped children react to games and races |
just thrills me. And in my opinion, most of these people can function in an
ordinary home environment. They can work, they can have jobs, they have got

to know that they can. And to win a race in a special olympics gives them

more confidence than anything possibly could. And so that has been exciting
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to me, to work with that. Another thing that has been really gratifying to
me is to see all the good things that go on in our state. As First Lady I
have an opportunity to be invo]Ved in almost every cause, because people
will call me to help and_I can help, because I've never asked anybody to do
anything that tney Have refused to do. And, um, but just to be involved
and just to.see things tHat go on over the state. People work every day un-
selfishly, they don't get a 1ot of credit for it because people don't know
ijt. I've had the opportunity to know it. And um...its really exciting and
um...but if I ever write a book, that is what it will be about(laugh).
Interviewer: I wish you would.

Mrs. Carter: People I've met over the state that work Just day in and day
_‘OUt for othef people. It's exciting to me.
Interviewer: I wish you would maybe start a newspaper (]augh)_l think we need
a newspaper that has a 1ittle more optimism as opposed to...or let people
know tnat good things are happening. Because you never hear about these
people that give their whole lives to something that they believe in or feel
about really deeply, you never hear about them and those are the people I
think more than ever we need to hear about.
[Mrs. Carter: I know it. It is really sad that it doesn't‘nake news because
jt's...it's Just unbelievable when you stop and see a...when you realize what
goes on. I never had. And I've been at home and I worked for the Cancer driv
and fhe Red Cross drive and the March of Dimes, but until you gd see pedple
who just go every day to help one child...I was talking'to a man the other
day who was telling about a women who went every single day for about 8,or»9
months to td]k-to a boy who had mental depression. He lay in a bed with ;is
face to the wall and never looked at anybody, never talked to anybody, never

said a word. And she read him stories to his back. And one day she couldn't
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get a babysitter so she took the baby with her, a little baby crawling...
and she let the baby crawl around on the floor. And this boy who was
maybe 19, heard the baby cooing on thé floor and he turned over, got out of
the bed, fef] on tﬁe floor, and started making ﬁoises fo the baby. And that
changed his life. He is now a functioning person. And she got no pay for it,
but she wanted to do it. .And those are the kinds of things I see on a daily
basis (inaudibie) |
Interviewer: How did you get interested in menté],health...the menta]iy ex-
ceptiona],chi]dren? | |
Mrs. Carter: well; Jimmy had two first cousins wﬁo are mentally 111 and
one is mentally retarded. And they have both spent most of their lives in
state institutions. Oné is at Gradewood.now; and Qne is at Central State...
Georgia Regional Hosbita].in Milledgeville(laugh). And so he had been very
ihterested in méhta] héa]th'programS'and'had'wbrked with it some in the Sénate.
And then during the campaign people approach you all the time, and people
 would ask me very Vehy personal questions and I'd come home and ask Jimmy 
why people approach me with these problems. And he said that they think that-
you might be the only person they will ever see who might be a governor's
wife or might be close to state government and might be able to hé]b them.
But I was campaigning one day--I had this happen to'me more than once, but
- one particuiar day a woman walking down the street, céme up to me and said,
“I have a retarded chi]d at home; do you fhink you can help me?" Well, that
night...I went from that tdwn to Swainsboro, Ga.,and I had a reception and |
my reception was over at six o'clock and I was through campafgning’for the day
and found out that Jimmy was going to be in Swainsboro thaﬁlnight."That Wa§
very unusual, because we went in different directions. Every sunday afternoon
we would plan where we ‘were going and we had a map, and ah, we-put pins in‘it.

"I had one color pin for Chip because he travelled on his own with a friend, .
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one for Jimmy, and one for me and Jeff. Jack at the time was in the navy.

But we covered the map. But we would plan on Sunday afternoon where we were
going. And the only time we saw each other was on Saturday night. ile went
home every Saturday night and went to Church on Sunday morning then came

back to Atlanta. But he was coming to Swainsboro that night and so I stayed
and listened to his speech and when it was over I got in line, he didn't know

I was there (laugh). I got in Tline with everybody else going...and I shook
hands with him, he was...he reached out for my hand before he saw who I was,
and he said, "What in the world are you doing here?" and 1 said, "I want to
know what you are going to do for the mental health program (laugh) in the
state.” He said, "We are going to have the best one in the United States,

and I'm going to put you in charge of it." (laugh) Well, of course, he didn't,
but it did give me that thought that that's what I would like to do. And so

I became involved. I had volunteered out at Georgia Regiﬁnd] Hospitaf’when

I first got here because I knew nothing about the problems or the needs. And
they let me work in every department so I could learn..I didn"t know the term-
inology. I still don't know a 1ot of it, but I learned a-1ot. And, ah, that's
how I got started.

Interviewer: It has really been a time-consuming avocation.

Mrs. Carter: It has, but I enjoyed it. And, um, I never have been one...I

worked all my l1ife, and I never have been one who was just content to sit and
drink coffee or go to coffees and teas. Because you ¢an do that all your life
and not accomplish anything. And, ah, I think it would be very frustratiﬁg

to live in a Governor's Mansion for“four years and just gorto be the guest of
honor somewhere and go to coffees and teas and not do something meaningful.

I couldn't do that, and so I was glad to have something. And, ahm, it will

be something that I plan to pursue, 'cause I've become very involved with it.

Interviewer: Did...um...Do you plan to pursue it perhaps if you are the

President's wife? Can you perceive that type of involvement?
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virs. Carter: I plan to always pursue it (laugh) and I think if Jimmy is
elected President, there is nothing that I would rather do than work with
mental health programs in our country. I've been to fhe annual meetings of
the National Association of Retarded Children and the Mental Health Associati
ah...the National Mentai Health Association. And, um, I know a lot of

people that are involved in the country, and it would be very exciting to me
to be able to maybe help.

Interviewer: Has being the governor's wife been a restraint on.your family
life? .Has it created a strain? Has it affected raising your children?

Mrs. Carter: It really has not. Ah, I think for Jeffery it was a little bit
of a problem. He was at the-age...he was 18 when Jimmy was elected...and he
reacted a little bitterly; he wanted people to like him because he was Jeffer)
not because he was the Governor's son. But ah, I think that just lasted a
small time because people treat them 1ike that; they don't feel that way
about them. And they have gone on with their normal school duties and their
]ives.- And uh...But, for us, it has drawn our family closer togethef Bécause
our whole family worked for Jimmy to be elected governor and it wés a fuifill-
ing thing when it happened. And then to you get...you're here in the mansion.
| I for instance have a driver with me everywhere I go; I have a‘gﬁard. The
children are not guarded. But ii. changes your life style, and you don"t get
to meet with your friends and visit, 1ike I did before I came here. If I go
to see somebody, vhich I never do, my friends--1 see them at teas, receptions,
or ah something, and I've missed that; you don't get to visit with your frienc
But instead we have turned to the family and we've becomervery close. Ah, an
the mansion.. :when we moved in the mansion Amy was a baby; :she was just three
in October before we moved in January. Two of our boys have married. They
lived here with their wives. Jack and Judy lived here a year before he went
off to law school. And then Chip and Karen got married and they lived here

um...well a little over a year, because they got married in 1973, and then
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tnis summzr thszy want home. 3cin of my daughters-in-law lived here and
finisnsd th2ir masters' at Georgia State in early childhood education, both
of the:L AAnd Chip and Karen went home in August and Karen is teaching

Junior Tirst grade, wnich is, um, like kindergarten but the children are six-
year 0i<s not ready for the first.grade. She is teaching in Plains, and Chip
is working in our business down there. But,.ah, the family became very close.
And ther you have criticisms too agianst Jimmy, people saying... that kind

of binds you together sometimes because, ah, well... they really have not
bothered me since Jimmy has been governor because he has been in politics

SO Tong. And all of it has been an open book since 196...well, we gfew up

in P]ains where everybody knew what you were doing anyway...So (laugh) so
that part of it never bothered me, but the criticisms did. And I think in

- local politics it is worse than in the state level because when Jimmy was in
the Senate, I thought everybody at home ought to be for him, you_khow, and if
they are not it really bothers you. And um, thaf...there is a difference with
that. But the criticisms you just learnto_take and that, and I feel like,

um, when somebody criticizes Jimmy or what he ié doing, it's juSt because
they are uninformed. And that is usually true (laugh). And hé sat.;.I know
when n2 went to the Senate he used to tell me, "All right, if you think that
I'm not doing the best job that I can possibly do, then worry about what people
say, but if you feel that I'm doing a good job and that I couldn't do any
better than just relax about it." And that is the attitude we take about it.
But it does bring us together as a family.

" Interviewer: Do you feel that you have had any loss of privacy in being

~

Governer's wifé?
Mrs. Carter: weil, not ah, like I say we grew up in Plains where everybody
always knew what you were doing. Ah, the only thing is that I do 1ike to be

by myself. I miss it sometimes. I miss those times because I really do en-



Page 17 cont'd.

joy being by myself. I know when we were at home in Plains I'd get the
children off to school, and we had a screened in back porch and our back yard
" is woods, and I'd get me é cup of coffee and the newspaper and sif on the
back porch for about maybe. 45 mfnutes before I went to work and that was

my quiet time for the.day. And I miss having some times like that. There

lis no vay to be by yourself in the Mansion. 'I have my office upstairs, and
secretaries and ah, if I Qo out, I have to have a guard with me so...I do

miss that sometimes.

Interviewer: Is that-whaf you would say was one uf the major things you had
to give up to function in the role as governor's wife?

Mrs. Carter: I thihk_so and it hasn't been that bad. 1I...

Interviewer: I guess that the times that you do get you take advantagé Of;
_those}f]eeting moments, those 1ittle moments... |

Mrs. Carter: That's right. And I think that's when you enjoy the family..
’Because if you do have any free time you kind of gather your family around you
vand you just enjoy being together. I know I plan time to be with Amy; Jimmy
even schedules time to be with Amy. Like’Saturday I'm going to be with Amy.
He will get Amy to 1ist the things she wants to do, 1ike if she wants to go

to the library ot to the zoo, or whatever she wants to do; thét is Amy's day.
I try to be here every day when she gets up, eat breakfast with her, and get
“her off to school, of course sometimes I can't, but most of the times I am.

At night if we are going out I try to get her bath and get her ready for bed -
and then go out. She might have her pajamas on at five o'clock, but she doesn't
mind (laugh). And, ah, but we make time to be with them becaﬁse.our 1ives are
so hectic and We‘don't want to neglect them. Whereas, when odr boys were little,
I nad three 1ittle boys at one time, and I worked at the warehouse. I think--
T think I really I have spent more with Amy than I did with them. I give her

more attention. They were always there and always kind of under foot and so

you didn't take...have to p]én time just to do things for them, I'm afraid



raje 18 cont'd.

SO we try rot to make that mistake witthmy.
Interviever: They seem to have come out all right though...
Mrs. Carter: They did. Théy are good boys.
Interviewer: Since your nusband's announcement to fun as President, whaf haVé
been your greatest reservatidns.concerning it?
Mrs. Carterﬁ Oh, I have many reser?ations (1augh), but they'are mostly all
about me. I can't imagiﬁe being in the White House. But then I couldn't
imagine being in the Mansion; that's been frightening(laugh). It has been ex-
citing, vihen I thought.it would be a Tot of problems but it hasn't. Um, but
i think riy main reservation is whether I can'do the job that 1 would be ex-
pected to do in the campaign and as First Lady. - I don't ever worfy about
- Jimmy because_I_thinE_he is absolutely capabab]e. :It hash't been ...I Jjust
hgvepfﬁ.ﬂ.l rea]iy don't vorry about.,.I worry I guéss more about how we,wi]i
‘raise the money. Practical things (Taugh) instead of whether yoh're capab]e
of something 1ike that; I worry about the practical things more than anything
else. But I do worry about me and whether I'11 measure up. Because like I .-
say, not about Jimmy. - _
Interviever: Do you think that the responsibiTity for the'Presideht's wife
will be overwhelming? I mean it is a gfeat‘deal'more demanding on'you per-
sonally than of governor's wife. Do youﬂthiﬁk maybe more of your time gone...
You seem td have gotten a knack for being a political wife now;;.
irs. Cartef: I don't know whether it will be... I think,it‘wi11 be. more de-
manding to me because I'll feel I have the whole country ta represent than .
the state. But I think és President's wifé you would have ‘so much good héTb.
I think it vould be 1ike it has been for me as governor's wife. There are so
many people that are just willing to do anything for you. Everytime‘that I've

nad a prob]em'hene that I didn't know how to solve, or have needed help on in



any situation, I've always found somebody who just was an expert in that

field (laugh) or that could help me. And so I think... well, when I think
about it sometimes, it is awesome to me being First Lady and...but, um,.having
been governor's wifg I feel 1ike it would, like I say, we could soTQe.;. ve
could manage the situation. Solve the problems.

Interviewer: What do you think the role of the Presi@entfsgwifeAis ahd how

do you view it or let me rephrase it perhaef;//is éxpoiitical wife, ‘do you
find yourself being more supportive to ypu? husband or...obviously not, though,
because you have gone off on your qyn/g;d gotten involved in other areas;,

But maybe you could tell me a ljfiie bit about what you feel your role is as

a political wife. |

Mrs. Carter: Well, I of course think it is important to maintain a home be-
cause-a governor h;s pressures on him...somany pressures and I think it is
important for him to be able to come home and relax and have as normal as he
can family life. I have tried to do that since I've been herevand,.like I say,
we have tried to involve Amy and...I think it is impoftant for a wife to be
supportive of her nusband's ambitions. A lot of my time‘at the'mansion has
been spent, for instance, in entertaining. When Jinmy was working on reorgan-
ization, there were so many people lath he had to get involved in, that he

had to get supportive of his reorganization. le had 750 people to dinner
every week for 7 weeks, maybe 250 a night 3 nights a week. And he would ex-
plain whaf he was trying to do to them. When he - is ever faced with a difficult
situation, for instance, the prison system situation in our state now...We had
the judges and“court officials out to dinner--those things are important Qe-.
cause I think.the things that I do of course are important;;but his programs
and his plans, I think, are more.,.. I wouldn't say his are more important than
my mental health, but I worked with him on the mental health program. He was

supportive of what I did. And the things that he has tried to do for the

[
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state, ah, when I heve been able to help I've helped. But I think its im-

portant for a wife to help all she can. I've had other things that I've

;been interested iﬁ,‘]ike planting wiid flowers oh the higﬁﬁa&s, and then ve

did‘the book on the mansjon, and we are doing the garden overlthefe. But

tﬁose-are just tnings that I did on my own. But I, ah, I don't know.  When

I was in hkashington the other day, one of the fepdrters asked me, “If I were

planning, if I had.been planning for a new job and finally got What I wanted

and was about to take this new job and my husband told me that I was going

to run for Presideht, that he was going fo run for President, would I give

up my new job?" Well, that wouldn't happen in our family (1augh) because

- Jimmy and I plan things together. We worked'in the warehouse together, we
‘worked in the governor's race together, and I've been involved with'his plans

to run for President. And so I'm not faced with situations 1ike that because :

the ‘things that he does are important, but there is also a-place_fof me to do

the things that I'm ihterested in too.

Interviewer: That is good, you seem to function really well as a unit then.

If you do become First Lady of the United States, what kind of programs would
you like to see implemented? ' '

Mrs. Carter: I really have not ever thought of that. I think I'11 have_to

wait till I'm First Lady to decide. I think...I know that I'11 work with
the mental health program. But-I'haven't’thought that out.

Interviewer: _Since you have been campaigning around the state or around

the nation have you noticed the affect of Watergate on the climate of the

people and the country? -

-~

Mrs. Carter: I think so. I think in Georgia even, because'I haven't been out

of the country much but I've read, in Newsweek and Time and magazines, and

of course Jimmy has'travelled over the country, but I think people are just

disenchanted with public officials in general. And they don't trust the




government any more. And I...that's the reason I think Jimmy is going to

be a breath of fresh air, because he has no-scandal in his background. lhen
he was elected governor, we had none of the speciai interest groups, with

no obiigations. And ne intends to be elected President that way with no
obligations. And he really has the concern of the country at Heart. I don't
think in.Georgia he has ever made a decision that was just on personal de-
ciéions,fsomething that would be best for him; he has always had the concerns
“.of the people of our state in mind and I think he would be the same way for
the country and I think people can tell it, when I talk to them.

Interviewer: Do you think he is going to bring honesfy back into politics?
Mrs. Carter: I do. I think he is, and I think that our people in the

nation are ready for somebody who they can trust.



