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American Nurses' Association,. Inc. 

2420 Pershing Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64108 

(816) 474-5720 
Rosamond C. Gabrielson, M.A., R.N. 

President 

Eileen M. Jacobi, Ed.D., R.N. 
Executive Director 

Governor Jimmy Carter 
1974 Campaign Chairman 
Democratic National Committee 
P. 0. Box 1524 
Atlanta, Georgia 30301 

Dear Governor Carter: 

August 22, 1974 

Washington Office: 
1030 15th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 296-8010 

It is my pleasure to respond ·to your letter of July 24, 1974 and to .enclose two 
resolutions of the House of Delegates of the American Nurses• Association: 

Resolution on Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Resolution on National Health Insurance 

These two actions of the national voting body of the ANA reflect major concerns 
of the nursing profession on wt1ich we believe the national, state and local 
governments should act. 

National health insurance is by far the major issue before the health professions 
at this time. The ANA views health care as a basic human right and finds that a 
program qf national health insurance benefits is essential to guarantee that right 
for all peopl� without regard to racei age, sex, economic or social position. 

. . 

MA believes that com
.
prehensive health care benefits, as distinguished fr.:om medi­

cal care benefits, ihould be.guaranteed under a syste� of national health�in­
surance; and that the structure of benefits ang payments should recognize nurses 
as providers of health care and nursing services as a distinct benefit of the 
insurance program. 

Concomitant with preparation for and implementation of a program of na.tional 
health insurance attention must be given to comprehensive health planning, and 
to development of health manpower and other resources. Of particular signifi­
cance at this time is funding for education of professional nurses for primary 
care services, specialized clinical practice, teaching and administration of 
nursing services. 

You will note in the enclosed resolutions the positions and interests of the 
American Nurses• Association in such matte.rs as the Equal Rights Amendment, civil 
rights, collective bargaining, income maintainence, education, firearms control, 
judicial and correctional system reform. 

. .. continued ... 
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Governor Jimmy Carter 

\, r. ', I ' 

August 22, 1974 

The American Nurses• Association is the national professional organization of 
Registered Nurses with constituent associations in every state. The state 
nurses associations are each deeply involved in legislative activities in regard 
to nursing, health, welfare and education. 

I am certain representatives of ANA would be pleased to discuss with you the issues 
of concern to the nursing profession. 

EMJ:MFC:bem 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 
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. ·. . :; ,: -;::��c.: .. t''--/L-(_.· 
Ei 1 een M. Jacobi, R. N/, Ed. D.  
Executive Director 
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�IHEREAS., 

WllEP.El!E., 

�IHEREAS.,. 

AJiERICAJ.V NURSES' ASSOCIATION 

RESOLlffLON ON THE UNIVERSAL DECLARA1'ION OF HUf.fA."l RIGHTS 

the. International Council of Nurses has endorsed :the Universal 
Declarrztion of Hwnan Rights and requested its member assoc iations 
to take appropriate steps to support <ind. implement the objectives 
as set out in the united Nat�ons Declaration of Human Rights, and. 

. - . . . 
the United States actively supported and voted for approval. of the :. 
Declaration of Human Rights in the General Assembly of the UtLited 
Nations· on December 10., 1948.; and 

· 

. _  

the President'�- COITIJTlission for Observance o}' Hwnan Ri.ghts .Year - _ -

1968 me{lsured the progress of the TftLited State,s towards achieve-: 
ment of the standards embodied in the Declaration., and ,, 

WHERZAS., · 
· the United States has enacted many and fine_ laws dealing with. 

cult-Uralj civil., pol.itical and economic rights, and yet milLions 
of its citizens are poor., too many are illiterate, malnourished 

RESOLVED, 

. and poorly housed, _lacking health care; and minorities al"e still' 
. striving for, basic rights and opportunities, be it therefo-re . 

._, ·- . 

that the Americo:n··flurses '. Association support all efforts to 
advance the unfinished business of achieving the common standard 
set forrth in the U.N. Declaration of Human Rights· 1948 within .. 
the United States., including: · 

l!men&nent of the United. States Constitution to provide that 
equality of Pights unde:r' the law sr.a.Zl not be denied 0� 

. .  

abridged by the United States or by any state on account of-
sex. 

Clear authority, moral support and adequate funding for 
agencies of government responsible fo:r implementation of 
civil rights legislation so that there· is equal protection 
of every individual's right to vot�, to have food ar� 
sheUe:r., hea·Zth care., education, employment qpportu:nities., 
and enjoy· the benefi·ts of publ.ic services.· 

Reform of the judicial and penal systems so that the 
dignity and rights pf al-l persons are protected. 

Self go?)errrment for the citizens of the If�strict of 
CoZur.bia ZJii;h appropriate voting representation in the 

_Congress of the lfaited States. 
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Legislation to provide for federaL regulatio-a of the owner­
ship_ and u�e of lethal weapons . 

.. Protection in the Law of the right of aLl working people to 
orgmiize �ad bargain collectively� inc luding employees in 

. health services� agricultuz>e and public serv:ice·. 

A national pol·icy and progrom for income maintenance with 
fuU at tention to the dignity of the individual and to. the 

··integrity of the individual. and the family. 

· A· national health program that provides equal a ccess to com-
prehensive health services of high qu.c."l1:ty UJith fuZ.l . 
atten-tion to the dignity and integrity of the individual •. 

.. Cimt�nuing effort_ to unprove the -quality of teaching_ through­
out the educational. system� provision· of eq�q_Z_.opportuniti es . ­

. . . for all pupf,"J .. s, abolition of racial.. isoZ.ation in schools and 
oppo�tl.i:n·ities for st.u.d.enis to ·inteJ'ac;·t· blith others of dive:rs. e  
racial· and ethn.it� bacl�l'Owtd. 

�·-·· ·� . . . 
Ratifia.ation. by the u-m:tt;d s-tates Senate of the following· 
conventions. submitted. by P!"esidents of the Uni tied ,States : 

Pol-itical. Rig1lts._of T•iorri(m. (OAS and UN)-· 

Genbeide (UN) 

FreedOm of Association (ILO) 

Forced Labor (ILO) 

'iinpioymimt Pol1..cy (II.O). 

,.··. 

Submission to t!ze Senate a;1d ratification of the following 
conventions s�gned by the United States: . .. 

Consent .. to Mar::_iage, Nilliinum Age of Ua:rria.ge� a-tzd. 
Regist1�ation of Mri.f'i··ill{jes 

. . . . 
Elimination of Raaiql Disc1>imination . 

�· � . 

•.· . c .. -: 

;Juvt�d by kYA House of De�eaates 
Det'roit, Michigan - May 1972� 
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f-IHEREAS : 

YHEP..EAS: 

�IHEREAS: 

YHE&"RS: 

�/HERE AS: 

RESOLVED: 

RESOLVED; 

FESOLVED: 

RESOL TIED: 

RESOLVED: 

RESOLVED: 

RESOLVED: 

RESOLVED: 

P.ESOLVED: 

RESOL TIED: 

PESOLVED: 

AMERICAN NURSES' ASSOCIATION 
HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

RESOLUTION 
NATIONAL HEALTH INSURAJ11CE 

health� a state of physical� social and mental well-being is a basic human 
right, and 

government at all levels must act to insure that health care services are 
provided for all citizenB� and 

there is a need for- integn1.ted 0y2.tems to deliver corrprehensive health care 
services that are accessible and acceptable to all people without regard to 
age� sex� race� soc:iaZ ::n� eco1wr:-r�c cc::.d�:tion� and 

there is a need for• a. national progJ.'CJJn designed to correct serwus inade­
quacies in present health care deliver-y systems� «ad 

nursing care is an essent:�al component of health care; therefore, be it 

that the American Nurses' Association aggressively work for the enactment 
of legislation to es.�ablish c� I-'X'O�p'a'•'? of nat1:ond .health insurance benefits, 
.:zn.d be it 'fu:r•theJ•-

that the national k;ea)-th �nsur-cPk'-3 px>ogrctm gw1.rr:int.ee coz;grage of aU people 
for the fuU range of corrrprehen.siw, h;'-alth-ser.zices_,' and be it further 

that the· scope of benefits be dearZy _defir].ed ,so· that: they can be understood 
by beneficiaries and provider's' oftkj_;- ccnd:-pe '-::t fc.p,,tlzer 

• ' . . ' 
, · , •  

that the nationo.Z .:�eatth p.rog!�a;To. cZear>!.y recognize the distinctions between 
heaZth c are and medical care; and that the pZan provide options in utiZiza­
tion of health care seroices that are n,Ji: necessarily dependent on the phy-
sici«a�and be it further 

-

that nursing care be a benefit of the national heaZth program� and be it 
further 

that the data systems necesso.r-.1 _for effec·ti:>Je rrp:nagement of the national in­
surance program protect the �ghts and privacy of individuals� and be it 
further 

that the pZan incZude prov�s�ons for peer review of services that wiZZ pro­
tect the 1"1:ght and the responsibiZitlJ of each_ heaZth care discipZine to 
monitor the practice of its own r:mc_titio!lercs3 a:nd be it further 

that there continue to be a system of ind1.:viduaJ, Z1:censure for the practice 
of nursing� and be it further 

that provision be made for consumer participation in periodic evaZuation of 
the national health insurance program� and be it further 

that the national health insurance program be financed through payroZl 
taxes or payment of premiums by the self-employed� and purchase of heaZth 
insurance cove1�age foi' the poor and unemployed f110m yeneroZ tax revenues� 
and be it fUrther 

that ANA strongZy urge the designation of nurses as health providers �n aZZ 
pending or pmposed legis Zation on National HeaZ th Insurance. 

Adop-te(} f.J�. AJVA House of Del-egates 
J v.ae 1 0 � 1 9 7 4 




